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Return on investment

Budget and more

Appropriations budget

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.

Local Support

Income

County Appropriations        58,500

Misc Income  20.94

Total Income 58,520.94

Expenses

Salaries/Benefits 26,924.50

Payroll Expenses 2,175.79

Travel 4,200.22

Telephone 926.60

Supplies/Service/Furniture 3,395.57

Non-payroll Salaries 529.60

Insurance 2,596.00

Postage        88.74

Advertising 533.75

Total Expenses 41,370.77

Missouri Department of Conservation

Missouri Department of Agriculture

Ace Hardware, Palmyra

Palmyra Spectator

University System

Donations

Program Revenue

Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government. Federal and state money, 

through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, training costs, computers and 

communication equipment. County funds support the local office, secretarial and youth assistant salaries, staff 

mileage and council expenses.

The Marion County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to express our appreciation to the Marion County 

Commissioners for their continued support of extension programs.

Did you know you can donate directly to Marion County Extension with a gift to be 

used immediately or as an endowment contribution for long term efforts. Monies 

put into the endowment are left forever to earn interest with the county office 

benefiting each year. You can also direct your donation to a specific program 

such as 4-H or Master Gardeners.

Marion County partners
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County
Missouri 4-H

Local Impact

There are nine active 4-H Clubs in Marion County. 

They participate in many community activities, and 

all clubs take turns volunteering at the local 

recycling center in Palmyra, MO.

The Fabius 4-H Club has approximately 60 

members. They had many activities in 2023. In 

October they had their annual hayride, and in 

December the club went Christmas caroling. They 

also adopted a Christmas tree on Main Street in 

Palmyra and participated in the decorating contest. 

In the new year they club went to Gem City 

gymnastics. They are looking forward to the Winter 

Round-Up.

Marion



County
Missouri 4-H

Local Profiles and Stories

Many Clover kids and 4-H members participated in 

showing events at the Marion County Fair in 2023. 

Dogs, rabbits, cats, fish, and many other animals 

were well represented by their young owners.

Marion County had a very competitive livestock 

showing at the Fair this year. 

Marion
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County
Agriculture and Environment

Local Impact

Extension faculty (Nick Wesslak and Russell 

Schleiermacher) presented to the Palmyra Kiwanis 

organization, where participants were able to interact 

with MU Extension specialists from different program 

areas (Agronomy and 4-H Youth) and learn about what 

services are provided by MU Extension at their local 

Extension Office. 20 participants attended. 

Crop Consultations and Contacts:

Nick Wesslak consulted with 596 different individual 

agricultural contacts on topics related to row crops, 

forage crops, and horticulture crops across his eight 

different assigned counties plus two outside counties. 

Only 35 contacts were related to horticulture. Individual 

contacts for counties were as follows: Boone had 4, 

Clark had 21, Knox had 17, Lewis had 62, Marion had 

312, Monroe had 46, Pike had 7, Ralls had 75, Scotland 

had 17, and Shelby had 35. 

Nick Wesslak and Russel Schleiermacher attended the 

Palmyra Fire Department November meeting and 

discussed building a partnership with the Fire 

Department. The two primary focuses were on the 

planned Ag Safety Day at the County Fair in 2024 and 

the goal of doing an armed intruder training at the Marion 

County courthouses. Participants in the meeting gained a 

greater understanding of the goals MU Extension has for 

serving the communities in which it operates. A 

successful relationship was established with the Palmyra 

Fire and Rescue team. 25 participants were involved in 

that meeting.

Soil and Water Conservation and Management:

Nick Wesslak served as Secretary on the Marion County 

Soil and Water Conservation District Board. He also 

wrote a forage loss assessment report for the Farm 

Service Agency at the end of 2023. Across 5 meetings, 

there was 45 participants in this event.

Marion



County
Agriculture and Environment

Local Profiles and Stories

Nick Wesslak taught 30 participants for private pesticide 

applicator training (PPAT) in Marion County, 197 total 

applicants were trained for PPAT licensing in the Northeast 

Region. 

Nick taught 180 youth pesticide safety programming to high 

school age children so they could learn safe usage of 

pesticides and other chemicals. The ultimate goal was 

equipping the next generation with the knowledge necessary 

to reduce easily avoidable pesticide and other chemical 

exposures caused by misuse, improper storage, lack of 

personal protective equipment (PPE), and improper disposal.  

The MU Extension in the Field 

Crop and Forage Chat was held in 

the Northeast Region in Marion 

County. There were 13 in person 

attendees. In person participants 

and article readers took from that 

day a greater understanding of MU 

in Field Research and drought 

mitigation strategies. Nick Wesslak 

spoke on corn silage considerations 

during drought as part of drought 

mitigation. Prior to the event, flyers 

were distributed locally, and 

promotional newspaper and radio 

interviews were conducted. 

Hannibal hosted a career day. Nick Wesslak and Charlie Ellis 

presented for the ag career sessions in Hannibal and focused 

on their careers in Extension and what the land grant mission 

means and how the University of Missouri carries out that 

mission. 40 children participated in this event. 

At Palmyra career day, Extension faculty (Nick Wesslak, 

Charlie Ellis, Russel Schleiermacher) gave their background 

on their careers in extension, what educational background is 

required for their jobs, what a typical day in their role looks 

like, and the services that are provided at the local Extension 

Office. 60 children attended in Palmyra.

Marion



County
Agriculture and Environment

Local Profiles and Stories

36 Marion County residents attended horticulture classes with 

topics on composting, tomato disease, weed control in the 

garden, and how to appropriately fertilize a garden. Students 

received research-based information from MU Extension to 

help their gardens, landscapes and lawns thrive, while 

protecting pollinators by reducing insecticide use and 

protecting the environment from nutrient pollution caused by 

fertilizer runoff.

Farm Succession Planning Workshops

Farm succession planning benefits individuals and families by 

increasing the understanding and knowledge, leading to 

improved communication, and eventually leading to 

transitioning farm businesses. Succession planning builds 

stronger families. Farm businesses that successfully transition 

to the next generation contribute to the local tax base and 

contribute to vibrate and strong rural economies.

The workshops were successful at helping participants gain 

new knowledge in the four key subjects. Survey respondents 

were asked at the end of each session to rate their knowledge 

on four concepts before the training (pre-test) and after the 

training (post-test). Participants were offered a 1 to 5 scale and 

asked to rate their knowledge from 1 (very low) to 5 (very 

high). After the training, participants offered an assessment of 

a 3.9 or higher indicating they felt their knowledge on the 

concept was “high". This assessment was higher than their 

perceived level of knowledge before the training began in all 

four categories.

Marion

6 Marion County residents subscribed to MU Horticulture 

Newsletters (Garden Spade Newsletter, Missouri Produce 

Growers Bulletin, and the MU Commercial Horticulture Video 

Newsletter) or attended the Live Garden Hour weekly town hall.

13 Marion County gardeners and produce growers had their soil 

tested and received detailed fertility recommendations, guidance, 

and support to help their gardens thrive, while protecting our 

state’s waterways from nutrient pollution.

42 Marion County homeowners and fruit/vegetable 

farmers received 1 on 1 support to help them solve problems in 

their crops and landscape such as; how to take a soil sample 

and how to fertilize a vegetable garden, how to deal with pests 

on flowers and vegetables, weed control in lawns, pricing at 

the farmers market, how to increase vegetable yields, how 

to connect with USDA farm programs, herbicide 

drift diagnosis, and use of cover crops.



County
Agriculture and Environment

Local Impact

Marion

Mississippi Hills Master 

Naturalist Group

The Mississippi Hills Master Naturalist Group 

has been growing every year. Projects 

they have done over 2023 include their 

Annual Christmas Bird Count with 25 

volunteers and 57 species identified, a 

prairie planting at Hannibal Regional 

Hospital, helping at the Youth Deer Hunt 

and Annual Deer Hunt for Disabled 

Person, Endangered Turtle Fence 

workday, and a Winter Sowing Workshop.

This robust group also does prescribed burns, 

monthly hiking session, discusses 

educational nature books in their monthly 

book club, teaches kids to fish, removes 

invasive plants from different properties, and 

encourages and educates the public about 

native plantings. They help at Clarksville 

Eagle Days every year and are looking 

forward to hosting Hannibal's first Eagle Day 

in 2024.

2024 will hold a new Core Training Class that 

has been scheduled for April 2nd with 

orientation on March 19th. Join the fun!

-Rebecca Romig



County
Agriculture and Environment

Local Impact

Marion

Salt River Master Gardener Group 

The Salt River Master Gardener (SRMG) Plant 

Sale is held every year on the first weekend in 

May, usually the Saturday before Mother’s 

Day. SRMG starts getting ready for this event 

in February.  Plants sold are most generally 

outdoor fruiting perennials and annuals, but 

there is also indoor plants and arrangements.  

Annual fruiting garden plants sold are typically 

tomatoes, peppers, cauliflower, broccoli, and 

eggplant. This event is not only a sale, but 

also a good educational opportunity for the 

public. SRMG answers a large amount of 

horticultural questions and inquiries pertaining 

to what a master gardener does and can do 

for the community. 

A planter is maintained by SRMG in downtown 

Hannibal on 3rd street. Many members 

volunteer at the Mark Twain Boyhood Home 

gardens, Bluff City Theater, Luthor Manor 

Cottages, plant flowers in city beds, and 

serve on the Downtown Hannibal 

Beautification Committee. Members also 

presented educational information at 

monthly meetings.   Total volunteer hours for 

SRMG were 366, and total educational 

hours were 303. SRMG also donated $1000 

to Hannibal LaGrange University and $500 

to the Salvation Army Foodbank of Hannibal. 

Nick Wesslak served as the SRMG 

coordinator and helped the club out with 

various activities throughout the year. Group
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County
Business and Community

Local Impact

Extension Tax Schools

University of Missouri Extension ag economics department and ag business specialists worked together to coordinate one summer

and three fall tax schools. The summer school was in person and live online. Fall schools were in Columbia and Springfield and 

in addition a was online. The schools were designed for those who prepare taxes including enrolled agents, tax preparers, 

CPAs, individuals, and attorneys.

The training included updates on legislation, rulings and cases, individual taxpayer issues, agricultural and natural resources topics, 

ethics, trusts and estates, agriculture and natural resource tax issues, business tax issues, business entity tax issues, IRS issues, 

penalties and defenses, form 4797 sales of property, retirement tax issues, like-kind exchange issues. The schools were 

approved for 8 and 16 hours of continuing education credit by the IRS, Missouri Bar and for CFP continuing education. Total 

continuing education hours reported to IRS for the schools was 3,336 hours.

The teaching teams included a CPA and former IRS stakeholder liaison, an IRS certified retired ag economics professor, an 

attorney, Missouri Department of Revenue and extension ag business specialists.

The trainings received positive evaluations and planning is underway to offer trainings in 2024. Local county residents benefit

when local tax preparers have the opportunity to gain knowledge, which benefits their clients and communities. The tax schools 

are a program of the ag business and policy program of MU Extension, coordinated by Mary Sobba with help from a team of ag 

business specialists throughout the state.

The resources for the schools included the IRS, the National Income Tax Workbook from the Land Grant University Tax Education

Foundation, and materials written by the instructors.

The 2023 school attendance totaled three hundred twenty-seven people. The participants were from throughout Missouri.

Marion



County
Community and Professional Health Education

Local Impact

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

Education (SNAP-Education or SNAP-Ed) 

brought $10,874,798 in federal funds to Missouri.  

During FY2023, Missouri’s SNAP-Ed program 

reached over 78,000 Missourians through direct 

classroom education.   Each person participated 

in an average of 6 hours of education totaling 

over 15,000 hours.  In addition, an additional 

760,135 persons participated in indirect 

education.   Direct and indirect education resulted 

in over 1.8 million total contacts with Missourians.  

A total of 650 participants were from Marion 

County.  

Participants in SNAP-Ed learn the importance of 

making healthier meals and snack choices, eating 

breakfast more often, are more willing to try new 

foods, increase their physical activity, and make 

healthier food choices.  Those who practice 

healthy eating and are physically active are more 

likely to contribute to a healthy labor force and 

enjoy a high quality of life throughout the lifespan. 

This vital programming effort also reduces 

healthcare costs over the participant’s lifetime, 

saving taxpayer money in reduced public 

healthcare benefits and insurance premiums.

Marion

Left to right Nutrition Program 

Associates: Amanda Lehenbauer, 

Beth Thordsen, Sarah Woodrow



County
Community and Professional Health Education

Local Profiles and Stories

"During our last week of summer school at the Palmyra Middle School, we had a 

celebration to pass out prizes to all the students which including water bottles, frisbees, 

measuring cups and more. In order to win prizes, the students had to answer questions 

about kitchen safety and I was impressed to see how well these 5th, 6th and 7th graders 

had learned in the past two weeks!"

Beth Thordsen

"While providing SNAP 

Outreach at a food pantry I 

had recipe cards to share 

for a sweet potato and 

apple bake. One of the 

patrons and I were 

discussing the flavors of 

both those ingredients and 

making predictions on the 

taste. I mentioned that 

there were sweet potatoes 

available at the pantry and 

she said that she would 

definitely be picking them 

up to try the recipe."

Amanda Lehenbauer

"After each lesson for Show Me Nutrition, students get a newsletter that includes a 

recipe to take home and share with their families. One 3rd grade student at A.D Stowell 

Elementary couldn’t wait to tell me that he had made the recipe from the newsletter. He 

and his mom made baked apple chips and he said they were delicious! He couldn’t wait 

to see what the next newsletter recipe might be!"

Sarah Woodrow

Marion

"A common response that I have noticed in all the different schools, grades and 

curriculum is that the students enjoy the classes and are excited when the “Nutrition 

Lady” comes to their classes. I did not expect as many students to try foods they have 

never had before during tastings. The older students are engaged in lessons and wanting 

to learn with the questions they ask about nutrition and food preparation."

Amanda Lehenbauer



Legend

Agricultural Growth 

& Stewardship

Economic 

Opportunity

Educational 

Access & 

Excellence

Health 

& Well-Being

Russell completed LETI training in armed intruder response 

becoming a certified facilitator in armed intruder response 

training.

Russell also met with FRTI administration and discussed the 

schedule of an onsite grain bin rescue demonstration and 

training to be held in Marion County.
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