
Where do we go from here?
A University Perspective.
…along with some help from some famous Missourians



Never before has there been so much 
divisiveness in this industry. 

“When angry, count 
to four; when very 

angry, swear.” 



1) farmer to farmer



2) farmers and 
companies



To whom to blame?3) farmers and university weed scientists

*Photo courtesy of Dr. Amit Jhala, University of Nebraska.



4) non-ag public and farmers, companies, etc.



5) companies and university 
weed scientists



6) and apparently even 
between companies and 
regulatory agencies



“If you don’t know where 
you’re going, you might 
wind up someplace else.”

Yogi Berra



What does success for 
dicamba look like in 2018?
1. A decrease in the number of off-target 

deposition events and complaints (the 
extent of the decrease required is highly 
debated).

2. Acknowledgement by all registrants that 
volatility plays a role and concerted efforts 
are made to do something about it.

3. Applicators have been trained and know 
how to use the technology appropriately.

4. Applicators actually observe the label 
requirements with regard to buffers, etc.

5. Bad actors are held accountable.
*Responses from numerous university weed scientists across the U.S.



What does success for 
dicamba look like in 2018?
6. Those suffering damage are compensated 

appropriately for their losses.

*Responses from numerous university weed scientists across the U.S.



“The buck stops here.”



“We have a policy to defend our insured for his 
negligence against a third party, but if once our 
investigation is done and we show he did everything 
correctly, then the problem lies with the product and 
the liability with the manufacturer,” Steve Simmons, 
Nationwide Associate Vice President of Risk Management

http://agfax.com/2017/10/24/dicamba-and-liability-insurance-5-things-you-need-to-know-dtn/

But where is “here”?
Portion of letter from insurance company to farmer that sprayed Engenia and neighbor had damaged fields:



What does success for 
dicamba look like in 2018?
6. Those suffering damage are compensated 

appropriately for their losses.
7. No discovery of dicamba-resistant weeds.
8. Dicamba used as a component of an 

integrated program w/effective soil-
residual herbicides and w/only early 
POST applications of dicamba followed by 
other herbicide or non-herbicide tactics.

9. Realization that this issue is an indication 
of a failure to address the need for an 
integrated approach to weed 
management.

*Responses from numerous university weed scientists across the U.S.



What does success for 
dicamba look like in 2018?
10. A higher degree of transparency/ 

impartiality/integrity by all company 
representatives when diagnosing off-
target movement of dicamba.

11. Renewal of auxin labels for use in 2019.

*Responses from numerous university weed scientists across the U.S.



What does failure for 
dicamba look like in 2018?
1. A significant increase or the same level of 

agricultural off-target  deposition events 
and complaints as observed in 2017 (the 
extent of the increase required is highly 
debated).

2. An increase in the number of non 
agricultural off-target deposition events.

3. Class-action lawsuits.

4. A continuation of audacious marketing 
claims that leads growers away from 
integrated weed management and towards a 
belief that this is the next “solution.”

*Responses from numerous university weed scientists across the U.S.



“Man is the only animal that blushes. Or needs to.”
Mark Twain



What does failure for 
dicamba look like in 2018?
5. Failure to recognize this as a valuable 

preplant tool for Conyza, Ambrosia, etc. in 
place of POST use on Amaranthus (long-
term vs. short-term).

6. Failure to renew the auxin labels for 2019.

*Responses from numerous university weed scientists across the U.S.



Website: weedscience.missouri.edu

Email: bradleyke@missouri.edu

App: ID Weeds (free download)

Facebook: Mizzou Weed Science

Twitter: @ShowMeWeeds




