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Financials and more
Receipts and Expenditures 2020
Income
County Appropriations
City Appropriations
Total Income

40,000
5,337
45,337

Expenses
Salaries/Benefits
Travel
Telephone
Office Supplies/Service
Insurance
Capital Repairs
Total Expenses

26,941
1,683
2,657
7,966
702
1,225
41,174

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.
Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and
county government. Federal and state money, through the
University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries,
training costs, computers and communication equipment. County
funds support the local office, secretarial and youth assistant
salaries, staff mileage and council expenses.
The Wright County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like
to express our appreciation to the Wright County Commissioners
for their continued support of extension programs.
Local Support
Did you know you can donate directly to Wright County Extension with a gift
to be used immediately or as an endowment contribution for long term
efforts. Monies put into the endowment are left forever to earn interest with
the county office benefiting each year. You can also direct your donation to a
specific program such as 4-H or Master Gardeners.
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Educational Access & Excellence
Wright County 4-H – Janice Weddle
Wright County 4-H clubs offer long-term
educational experiences in which members
learn life skills such as decision making, public
speaking and working with others. Members
learn by doing under the guidance of adult
volunteers, who teach projects ranging from
computers science and arts to animal science
and healthy living. Clubs also involve youth in
community service, camping and educational
trips.
• 4-H members contribute hundreds of
thousands of hours back to their community
every year. Service is a hallmark of all 4-H
programs, teaching youth about the
importance of giving back, improving our
communities and developing innovative
solutions to solve problems, large or small.
4-H’ers learn skills such as teamwork,
critical thinking, community engagement and
build a sense of compassion, confidence
and pride.

“My favorite thing about 4-H is the social
aspect, I feel like it has improved my
ability to communicate and make
friends. My favorite projects so far have
been the robotics and the Kano
Computer, the computer was my favorite
as I largely was able to assemble it alone
and it worked! This was a huge
confidence booster to me because I had
serious doubt I could complete this
project.”

Aidan Hendricks, 16, Cottage Co-Op 4-H
Club

• 4-H is an innovator in developing youth
leadership and decision-making skills to
prepare young people for the future. Our
civic engagement programs engage youth in
programs, organizations, and communities
where they share a voice, influence, and
decision-making authority. 4-H civic
engagement programs equip young people
with confidence and leadership skills to be
leaders today and tomorrow.
•

Our programming empowers youth to be
healthy – body and mind – with the skills to
make healthy decisions and lead healthy
lifestyles. Having the confidence and skills
to lead healthy lifestyles not only improves
overall well-being; it enables youth to tackle
life’s challenges today and become leaders
in their lives, careers and communities as
they grow into responsible adulthood.

Aiden Hendricks, Age 16, Cottage Co-Op 4-H Club

Educational Access & Excellence
Findings from a 2019-20 evaluation study reveals that Missouri 4-H
Missouri 4-H Inspires Kids to Do
95% said they are willing to work hard on
something difficult.
80% set personal goals.
96% said they try to learn from their mistakes.
97% said they treat others the way they want to
be treated.
Missouri 4-H Grows True Leaders
91% said they like to learn about people who are
different from them.
91% said they think about others feelings before
they say something.
76% reported feeling comfortable being a leader.

Top Skills Developed because of 4-H:
1.

Leadership

2.

Building Relationships/Meeting new
people

86% help others reach their goals.

3.

Project Skills

69% comfortable speaking in a group.

4.

Willing to try new things

98% said they show respect for other’s ideas.

5.

Public Speaking/Presentation Skills

86% Can work with someone who made them
upset.

6.

Sportsmanship/Handle Competition

4-H Builds Leadership and Communication
Skills

93% Look for ways to involve all members of a
group.

What youth enjoy most about 4-H:

4-H Builds Social and Emotional Skills

1. Exhibiting at fairs

92% said they keep trying until they reach their
goals.

2. Participating in projects

85% Stop to think about their choices, when
making a decision.
98% reported that they like to learn new things.
67% of Missouri 4-H’ers surveyed said they are
willing to try something they might get wrong.

3. Going to Camp
4. Community Service
5. Participating in Contests

Educational Access & Excellence
College and Career Readiness
4-H’ers are twice as likely to go to college compared to their non 4-H peers and they tend to pursue
careers in STEM fields (Lerner & Lerner, 2011).

From Evaluations:
• 75% said 4-H Helped me decide what I will do after high school.
• 96% said 4-H has given me skills that will be helpful after high school.
• 86% said I know what I want to do after high school.

4-H also prepares youth for the work place. Youth must be prepared to live and work in a world we cannot
completely envision – competing for jobs that do not yet exist, using technologies that have not yet been
invented to solve problems that have yet to be identified. 4-H is the only youth development program with
direct access to technological advances in agriculture, life sciences, engineering, learning technologies
and social sciences from the university system. This brings relevant science content and hands-on
learning that helps youth thrive (Arnold, Bourdeau, & Nott, 2013).

QuaranTIME
Overall QuaranTIME description

QuaranTIME Challenge

To keep youth and volunteers active
and engaged during a period of
quarantine due to Covid-19, Missouri
4-H implemented a series of online
activities from mid-March through the
end of May 2020. We used Facebook
to house these activities and branded
the overall experience as
QuaranTIME. Monday through Friday
we had a schedule of events that
included the QuaranTIME Challenge,
healthy living posts/videos from the 4H State Council, a Cooking
Connection segment from our partners
in HES, 4-H Online: Learning
episodes, and Chick Watch.

Each QuaranTIME Challenge episode
was a video of a specialist teaching a
small lesson on a wide variety of
subjects. At the end of the lesson, a
challenge was issued. For example,
there was a lesson on bugs eye view
photography. The challenge was for
the youth to go use any camera to
take a bugs eye view photo and then
share it in the comments of the
challenge post. This allowed youth to
use what they learned and show what
they accomplished. There was a total
of 39 Facebook videos, which resulted
in a total reach of 36,686 with 1,627
engagements.

Educational Access & Excellence
Youth and Families

In 2020, 4-H in Wright County:
• Had its first afterschool
program at the Manes School
District
• Taught Kids in the Kitchen at
the Mountain Grover Christian
Academy with the MU
Extension Family Nutrition
Education Program
• Expanded on the Home
Educators Co-Op Club in
Mountain Grove to
approximately 60 youth
members
• Was featured on the television
show From the Tailgate in an
interview with the Mountain
Grove Middle School 4-H Club

A community of 429 Wright County
Youth building life skills, contributing
to their community, and becoming
college and career ready
The Mountain Grove Middle School 4-H
Club is active all year and teaches kids all
things agriculture. Kids learn judging
techniques, critical thinking, and
sportsmanship from club leader Ramona
Andrus, who is always willing to make sure
kids get the full 4-H experience at
competitions locally and on the University
of Missouri campus in Columbia. Andrus
has been a club leader for over 30 years
after having a positive experience in 4-H
herself. The Mountain Grove Middle
School 4-H Club will be recording with the
TV show From the Tailgate on KOZL as
part of the celebration of National 4-H
Week.

Mountain Grove Middle School 4-H Club Group Photo 2020 4-H Program Year

Educational Access & Excellence
4-H Live: Online Learning
Within 72 hours of the University of Missouri Extension's
suspension of in-person programming, Chelsea Corkins and Blake
Gazaway developed and implemented 4-H Live: Online Learning, a
9-week virtual 4-H experience. This program crossed disciplinary
lines by featuring MU Extension livestock, nutrition/health,
horticulture, natural resources, and youth development specialists,
as well as multiple 4-H volunteers. With more than 30 adult and
youth presenters, 4-H Live showcased rapid innovation and
commitment to resilient youth education with quick and effective
teamwork. This effort resulted in 45 diverse, hands-on Facebook
and YouTube videos premiering between March 17 and May 15
with over 500,000 reaches and 49,000 views throughout the US
and Canada. 4-H Live has spurred future audio/visual efforts within
Missouri 4-H including flipped classroom 4-H project delivery
modes, giving MU Specialists the confidence to further engage with
virtual platforming options, and was ultimately one of the first
programming efforts post COVID-19 limitations that expanded the
audiences and platforms available to MU Extension.
While Facebook is limited in it public-facing data collection, it is
estimated that this program reached over 670 youth and 335 adults
based on average views of the videos. The most viewed video Food Science with Rock Candy - was viewed over 5,000 times. On
average, each video required 3 hours of preparation and recording
by each host. Additionally, Chelsea and Blake spent approximately
6 hours per video for video processing and posting, recruitment and
organization, and trouble-shooting. This mean each video required
approximately 9 hours of effort, resulting in 4-H Live preparation
and teaching amassing over 405 hours of effort.

“I like 4-H because I
have made new
friends. I have learned
about goats, chickens,
and ducks. I have also
learned about to care
of animals. One of the
4-H classes I was able
to take was over how
to care for wounds and
how to bandage them
up. 4-H has allowed
me make crafts and
put them in the fair. I
also learned about
food and some food is
good for you.”
Ashley Haller, Age 10

“I like 4-H because it allows me to
build friendships with kids my
age. 4-H also allows me to show
animals in the fair and how to
take care of them. I also was able
to learn how to build a livestock
pen to keep our goats in. I was
also able to learn how to care for
all types of animals. 4-H allows
me to teach other kids about
animals how to build pens. Being
homeschooled has allowed us to
take part in a lot more activities
that 4-H has to offer.”
Jacob Haller, Age 10

Jacob Haller, Age 10

Educational Access & Excellence
Kids in the Kitchen
Mountain Grove Christian Academy, 4-H, and the
University of Missouri Extension Nutrition Program
Associate, Christi Crisp, worked together to deliver the
Kids in the Kitchen program to 3rd through 6th grade
during the 3rd quarter. Kids learned nutrition lessons and
then got to learn kitchen safety, create recipes, and then
eat the snacks they made.

“Thank you so much for letting us have fun cooking!”
-Kimon Vandivort, 4th Grade

Rylan Weddle, 3rd Grade

“Thank you for doing kids in the
kitchen I loved it!”
-Rylan Weddle, 3rd Grade
Ms. Lange’s 3rd & 4th Grade classes during Kids in the Kitchen

“Thank you
for coming to
do kids in the
kitchen. I like
that we get to
learn how to
cook and
make new
things. Thank
you! Thank
you so much!”
-Timber Rice,
3rd grade
Keyonna Shannon, 3rd Grade

Miley Schober, 3rd Grade

Wright County Agriculture & Livestock
Spring Calving Clinic
This was a Southwest Region
event that targeting cattle
producers. Participants learned
about management of cattle at
calving time. The clinic included
presentations and demonstrations
on nutrition, body condition
scoring, calving problems, calf
delivery, esophageal tubing, and
baby calf care, and care of the
postpartum cow. Sixty cattle
producers attended this event.

Wright County Beef and Forage Conference
This year’s conference featured discussion on “Matching Cow Size to Forage
Resources” by MU Extension Beef Specialist Eric Bailey, and “Old World Bluestems
in North America: History, Production, and Opportunities for Livestock Producers”
presented by Dirk Philipp, Associate Professor, University of Arkansas. Thirty-five
local producers attended the conference.

Wright County Agriculture & Livestock
Southwest Spring Forage Conference
The 36th Annual Southwest Spring
Forage Conference was held in
Springfield. This event drew
participants from all across southwest
Missouri, including a significant
number of forage and livestock
producers from Wright and adjoining
counties. The featured speaker at the
2020 conference was Dr. Temple
Grandin, world renown authority on
cattle handling and livestock facility
design. Additionally, the conference
offered presentations from expert
speakers who addressed topics
relating to forage and pasture
management, forage utilization, cattle
handling, and forage utilization by
livestock. The event also featured a
sizable industry trade show.

Wright County cattleman Steve Freeman gave a
presentation detailing the grazing philosophy and
management practices utilized on his farm.

Featured speaker Dr. Temple Grandin, Colorado State University, addressed a capacity crowd at the 2020 Southwest Spring
Forage Conference.

Wright County Agriculture & Livestock
Master Gardener Short Course
Twelve-week course for gardening enthusiasts. The course covered a variety of topics including
soils and fertility, plant physiology, fruit production, vegetable production, ornamental woody
plants, herbaceous ornamentals, lawn and turf care, plant propagation, landscaping, and pest
control. Fifteen gardening enthusiasts from Wright, Texas, and Douglas Counties were enrolled in
the course. After completing Master Gardener training, graduates stay involved through volunteer
time working on educational activities in gardening in there communities.

Ozarks Ag 101
“Great Classes and great information.
We certainly learned a lot.”
-Customer Quote
Ag 101 was an eight-session short
course covering topics of interest
to beginning farmers. The course
explored enterprise options
including cattle production, small
ruminant production, swine
production, poultry production, soil
fertility, forages and pasture
management, horticultural crop
production, farm business
management and record keeping,
and fencing and water for grazing
systems. The classes were offered
in an on-line format because of
face to face Covid 19 meeting
restrictions.

“I really enjoyed this program. It was a refresher on some topics but I gained some muchneeded knowledge of sites I can use to fine tune my marketing plans for berry production
and possibly a market garden venture with my adult children. I have more time available than
they do to take these courses and become a help to them.”
-Customer Quote

Wright County Agriculture & Livestock
NRCS + MU GRASSLANDS PROJECT
Sarah Kenyon, field specialist in agronomy, had multiple activities in a project that ties
NRCS (Natural Resources Conservation Service) and MU together to address
grazing and grassland development. The project assists NRCS in their EQIP
(Environmental Quality Incentive Program) efforts and the promotion of soil health
and native warm season grasses. Livestock producers in Howell and Shannon
County participated in demonstrations for establishment and management of native
warm season grasses. Projects are due to be planted in Wright and Shannon
Counties in 2021. Funding for up to five acres of grasses per farm was
provided. Sites were assessed for success of establishment, production and soil
health, and on-farm tours are planned for public viewing of the successes and
challenges of warm season grass establishment. The concept of using native
grasses is rooted in a desire to increase hay or pasture production, extend the
grazing season, return land to native habitat, enhance wildlife cover and population,
improve soil health, minimize fertilizer and lime requirement, lower endophyte
exposure to livestock, and diversify the forage base of a farm.

Native warm season grasses can fit well into local forage and pasture systems.

Wright County Agriculture & Livestock
Heifer 101 Workshop
This workshop focused on
heifer development topics
including nutritional
development of growing
heifers, selection of
replacement heifers, and
basics of EPDs and genomics.
Speakers included Dr. Jared
Decker, Dr. Jordan Thomas,
and Dr. Eric Bailey from the
University of Missouri. This
workshop allowed producers
to watch virtually or in person
in West Plains, Mtn. Grove, or
Salem.

Dr. Jared Decker explaining the benefits of genomic evaluations in beef cattle.

Horse Nutrition 101 Workshop
Pat Miller Agronomy Specialist, Elizabeth Picking Livestock Specialist, and Marci Crosby Equine
Instructor and Extension Specialist collaborated to provide a virtual workshop to over 70
Missourians. Presentations focused on forage management and establishment, forage testing
and selection, and grain selection for horses. This workshop offered 4-H members and families
the opportunity to attend at no cost.

The Equine digestive function was one of the topics of the Horse Nutrition 101 Workshop

Wright County Agriculture & Livestock
South Central Dairy Grazers
This group met periodically during
the grazing season on member
farms and participated in learning
discussions on pasture and dairy
herd management. Group members
value the opportunity to learn from
each other concerning practices that
lead to successful pasture-based
dairy management. Comments from
new dairy producers indicate that
the group sessions are particularly
useful for start up operations.

South Central Dairy Grazer members evaluate pasture conditions on a member’s farm.

Wright County Agriculture & Livestock
Artificial Insemination Schools
Two schools were held in 2020. Cattle producers learned about successful management and execution of
an artificial insemination program with emphasis on learning the insemination procedure. This training
gives producers the ability to take advantage of superior cattle genetics that would not otherwise be
available to them. They also gain the ability to gain greater control of their breeding program and calving
season through the use of estrus synchronization and timed AI. Twenty cattle producers completed the
training.

Students have the opportunity to spend a significant amount of time is learning the proper technique of artificial insemination.

Woodland Steward – Management and Mushrooms
This workshop focused on non-timber forest
products. Participants learned about timber stand
improvement and how to grow mushrooms using
timber improvement by-products. The workshop
featured a hands-on learning segment where
participants had the opportunity to practice
inoculating an oak log with mushroom spawn.
Each student had a log to take home following the
class.

Private Pesticide Applicator Training
This class is required training for agricultural producers whose production systems require the use of
restricted use pesticides. Completion of the class leads to attainment of a Missouri private pesticide
applicator license. Twenty-six applicator licenses were issued or renewed in 2020.

Wright County Agriculture & Livestock
Weed Workshop
This workshop centered on weed identification, weed and brush
control in pastures, fall weed control strategies, and weeds to watch
for in the coming spring. Eighteen people attended the workshop.

Extension Agronomist Sarah Kenyon identifying weeds and explaining control methods.

South Central Ag News
MU Extension faculty members in Howell, Ozark, Texas, Webster, and Wright Counties distribute this
newsletter on a quarterly basis. The purpose of the publication is to inform clientele of new practices in ag
production and inform them of upcoming extension educational programs.

Wright County Agriculture & Livestock
Wright County Junior Fair
The fair offers 4-H and FFA members the opportunity to showcase their livestock project animals.

Dairy exhibitors receive a critique of their animals from the judge.

A class lineup at the Wright County Junior Fair meat goat show.

Wright County Agriculture & Livestock
Missouri 4-H Dairy Judging Camp
This two-day event is designed to train 4-H dairy project members in dairy cattle evaluation. It is the primary
annual training event for the Missouri state 4-H dairy judging team. The 2020 judging camp was attended
by seventeen dairy project members.

Judging Camp participants evaluate a class of Brown Swiss cows.

Junior Fair Horse Show

A scene from the Junior Fair Horse Show.

Health & Well-being
Ashley Garner, Nutrition Program Associate
I teach nutrition at Mountain Grove School District, I start in the PreSchool ages and teach all the way up to 8th grade. During a school
year I will teach approximately 1,100 kids at Mountain Grove.
I also do programming at Wilder Elementary School in Mansfield,
where I begin at the Pre-School level through 5th grade classes,
approximately teaching 335 children.
In both Mountain Grove and Mansfield I lead programs at the Ozark
Action Head Start Centers, teaching approximately 80 kids. I also
serve on the Ozark Action Policy Council Board.
In Mountain Grove I visit the Love Center Food Pantry as often as
possible, usually once a week. While there, I pass out recipes as well
as hand out food samples and kitchen utensils. While visiting with the
customers, I teach basic food safety and other important nutritional
information. On average, I see about 30 people during each visit to
the food pantry.
When I began lessons at Cabool Elementary in January of 2020, they
had not had FNEP Programming in many years. After my 3rd lesson,
a third grade boy came up to me and told me that last week he had
gone home and told his mom about our nutrition classes, and how he
would like to set goals to try and eat healthier, and be more active. He
then shared with me that he had never really thought about nutrition
and being healthy until I had started coming to his class!

“Thank you so much,
Ashley. Without you
coming to our home to
help us with this
application we would have
never been able to afford
to eat next month. Our
medical expenses were too
much and all of our food
was being charged to
credit cards that were
almost maxed out. Now, we
will have more than
enough money for
groceries. We never knew
what all extension did, but
we are so happy we found
you!”
- Customer Quote
Why do I love my job?
“I love working with the University of
Missouri Extension-Nutrition because
I love working with the community as
well as being involved in the school
districts. I enjoy doing something
different almost every day, and love
to see the faces of the adults and
children when they have learned
something new about health or
nutrition.”
- Ashley Garner

Student Contacts in Wright
County For 2020

Ashley Garner at Wilder Elementary School

5,998

Health & Well-being
Christi Crisp, Nutrition Program Associate
This year we completed building raised garden beds located at our
office in partnership from the Mountain Grove Area Foundation grant.
The beds were built by Norwood FFA students and installed by City of
Mountain Grove employees. Ted Probert helped me plant the garden.
He raised the broccoli, cauliflower and cabbage from seeds and
transplanted them to the raised beds. I have harvested around 4
gallons of green beans, 30 turnips, 2 squash, 8 broccoli heads, 3
cauliflower heads, 2 gallons of spinach and lettuce, and 1 1/2 gallons
of radishes so far and hope to have more cauliflower to harvest.
In my 6th grade classes at Hartville we made food art on the last day I
was there. They were learning about the 3 power nutrients for teens
and the food they used were all good sources of these power
nutrients.

I have taught a lot at the Wright County Crisis Center. I have a table
there with recipes and nutrition info and I cook one of our recipes for
clients to sample each week.

“My son LOVES this
class!!! He came home last
week and said I had to get
the ingredients for the fruit
salsa they had made
because he wanted to
make it as a snack for us at
home, so on Friday that is
just what he did! He made
it for me, his grandma,
dad, and baby brothereveryone loved it! Christi
had taught him how to cut
up a kiwi so he was very
excited about showing us
that he knew how to do
that. It was so cute to see
his confidence in the
kitchen and what he was
making- he was able to
read the recipe and
mentioned the fruit salsa
versus eating a brownie
and seemed to understand
more about what
constitutes nutritious food.
So thank you!”
-Customer Quote

Hartville Student Food Art
Project, Fall 2020

Student Contacts in Wright County For 2020

5,196

Why do I love my job?
“I love the diversity of the Family
Nutrition Education Program. I love
being able to work with the children
and adults of Wright County and love
seeing how excited the kids get
about learning Nutrition. I love
helping the adults because they are
always so grateful to receive new
recipes and nutrition help for their
families.”
-Christi Crisp

Health & Well-being
SNAP-Ed Public Value Statement 2020
The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Education (SNAP-Education or SNAP-Ed) brought
$9,964,840.00 in federal funds to Missouri. The funds support engagement with 723,461 Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) recipients and eligible citizens of Missouri. There were 3,209,545
direct educational contacts. This year we had 2,817,878 indirect educational contacts through newsletters,
health fairs, food pantries, and the Show Me Nutrition helpline.
3,211 direct and indirect contacts were made in Wright County.
Participants in SNAP-Ed learn the importance of making healthier meals and snack choices, eating
breakfast more often, are more willing to try new foods, increase their physical activity, and make healthier
food choices. Those who practice healthy eating and are physically active are more likely to contribute to a
healthy labor force and enjoy a high quality of life throughout the lifespan.
This vital programming effort also reduces healthcare costs over the participant’s lifetime, saving taxpayer
money in reduced public healthcare benefits and insurance premiums.
During 2020, 1,523 youth and 1,688 adults were served through schools, community groups and agencies.
The following is a list of the locations where participants were served in Wright County:

Schools

Agencies

Grovespring Head Start

Love Center

Grovespring Elementary

ARC – Mountain Grove

Hartville Elementary
Mountain Grove Elementary
Norwood Elementary
Wilder Elementary
Manes Elementary

Mountain Grove Christian Academy

Wright County Crisis Center & Thrift Store

Wright County Children’s Home
Wright County Ozark Action

Health & Well-being
Amy Bartels, Human Development and Family Science Specialist
Focus on Kids
26th Circuit- I marketed and was the instructor for this class. County clerk took registrations and sent them to
me prior to class. Early 2020, we were able to have classes in person, and then transitioned to online
offerings for several months due to Covid-19. Pre/Post Standardized evaluation completed. Reports sent to
campus and attendance, certificates filed with County Clerk.
In-person courses were held January (2 participants) March (16 participants) September (2 participants)
October (4 participants)
Due to Covid-19, many of our courses were shifted to online. Participants in the following counties attended
Focus on Kids as a result of contact with MU Extension or a referral through their local family court system.

Short-term learning outcomes:
Avoid Putting Children in the Middle:
1. Avoid criticizing the other parent in front of the children.
2. Avoid arguing in front of the children—discuss co-parenting issues when children are not present.
3. Plan how pick-up & drop-off will take place and follow the plan, but be willing to change the plan if
needed.
4. Reassure children that conflict and divorce are not their fault.
Transitions Between Households
1. Make time for yourself when children are with the other parent.
2. Transitioning between households is stressful for children. A routine with built-in “down time” helps.

3. Differences between households are to be expected. It is impossible to control what happens in the other
parent’s household.
4. Children need to feel loved and have consistent routines and responsibilities in each household.
Money Matters
1. Avoid using the child as a messenger—discuss parenting and financial issues directly.
2. Have a plan for dealing with the child’s unexpected expenses.
3. Avoid discussing child support issues with children.
4. Update the parenting plan as children’s needs change.
Parenting Time
1. You will not be replaced if you stay involved in your child’s life.
2. Avoid asking questions that make children feel like spies.
3. Avoid using parenting time as leverage or a way to try to control the other parent.
4. Consider what role potential new partners should have in the lives of your children before bringing a new
partner into the child’s life.

County highlights
Soil Samples

The Wright County Extension
office served customers by
preparing 188 soil samples
during 2020. Assistance in
interpretation of results and
fertilizer recommendations are
provided to landowners by
agriculture specialists as
needed.
Amount Completed

Charge to Customer

Lab Fees

Postage Fees

188

$3,760

$2,920

$320

Farmer’s Market at the Mountain Grove Square, Summer 2020

Christi and Ashley give out nutrition information, cooking utensils, and have recipes along with samples for clients to try

County highlights
4-H Shooting Sports

“4-H is known for
sportsmanship and community
service, I have never seen an
organization that has
encouraged sportsmanship like
4-H. I love competing with 4-H
because everybody is helpful
and considerate of each other
and it feels like a real team.”
-Shelby Odom, Shooting Sports,
Age 17

Shelby Odom, Wright County 4-H Shooting Sports member, received a College Scholarship in Shooting Sports and signed her
intent with Montreat College in North Carolina where she will attend Fall 2021

County highlights
Mountain Grove Middle School 4-H Club
The Mountain Grove Middle School 4-H Club is active all year and teaches kids all
things agriculture. Kids learn judging techniques, critical thinking, and
sportsmanship from club leader Ramona Andrus, who is always willing to make sure
kids get the full 4-H experience at competitions locally and on the University of
Missouri campus in Columbia. Andrus has been a club leader for over 30 years
after having a positive experience in 4-H herself. The Mountain Grove Middle
School 4-H Club will be recording with the TV show From the Tailgate on KOZL as
part of the celebration of National 4-H Week.

The kids brought home banners from the Livestock Judging and Grading Contest in Columbia for the 3rd year in a row

Wright County 4-H Thanks Steven Gum State Farm Insurance
Local members and volunteers with the University of
Missouri Extension 4-H Youth Development program
in Wright County would like to thank the Steven Gum
State Farm Insurance Agency for their generous
donation to the Wright County 4-H program.

“The generous donation from the Steven Gum State
Farm Insurance Agency will help provide funds for
local youth to complete all kinds of projects,” said
Janice Weddle, County Engagement Specialist in
Youth Development with the University of Missouri
Extension in Wright County. “Kids work hard at
fundraising and receiving donations like this goes a
long way in helping them make their goals a
reality. They use the funds to help them complete their
projects, conduct club meetings, and even complete
community service projects,” Weddle said.
Many studies have shown the positive impact that
involvement in 4-H can have on youth. Active youth
enrolled in 4-H are more likely to go to and
successfully complete a college education and are
more likely to return and contribute positively to their
home communities.

Check presented to 4-H members Sarah and
Honor Harrison

County highlights
Annual Banquet & Leader’s Honor Roll

Leader’s Honor Roll Recipients
honored at Annual Banquet in
February 2020:
Larry Ferguson
Jaci Ferguson
Doug Berger

Ted Probert, Larry Ferguson, Jaci Ferguson
and Janice Weddle at the Extension Annual
Banquet, February 2020

Community Outreach Services

Sarah Havens, Field Specialist in
Natural Resources
headquartered in Phelps
County, provided consultations
to the City of Mountain Grove
regarding issues they were
having with different trees
around the Senior Center and
City Square.

