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Who we are

Faculty and staff Council members

County commissioners

Jackie Spainhower
County Engagement Specialist in Agriculture and 
Environment, Community Economic Development

Cody Green
Youth Program Associate

Shawn Deering 
Field Specialist in Livestock

Andy Luke
Field Specialist in Agronomy

Becky Simpson 
County Engagement Specialist in 4-H Youth 
Development

Kaylie Walker
County Engagement Specialist in Health and Nutrition 
Education

Jim Crawford
Field Specialist in Agricultural Engineering

Katie Pemberton
Field Specialist in Human Development

Penny Crawford
Nutrition Coordinator (FNEP)
NW Region Family Nutrition Education Program

Rebecca Lobina
Business Development Specialist

Joe Lear                                                               
Northwest Regional Director 

David Hunt, Chairman, MFA

Chevy Davidson, Vice-chairman

Jessica Davidson, Secretary

Julie Tracy, Treasurer, Farm Bureau

Tyler Paxson, County Commissioner

Daryn Adwell

Steve Cordell

Adam Downing

Staci Downing

Amanda Gilland

Jared Harding 

Mary Kay Hunt

Tiffany Owens

Sherri Runde

Justin Seipel

Kathy Sherer

Jubal Summers, Presiding Commissioner

Regan Nonneman, East District Commissioner

Tyler Paxson, West District Commissioner

Worth County Presiding Commissioner, Jubal Summers, 
swears in new council members during the Extension   
Council’s annual meeting on February 24, 2020. 

Jackie Spainhower and Cody Green work in the Worth 

County Extension office on a part-time basis. 



Budget and more

Appropriations budget

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.

Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government. Federal and state 

money, through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, training costs, computers 

and communication equipment. County funds support the local office, secretarial salaries, staff mileage 

and council expenses.

The Worth County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to express our appreciation to the Worth 

County Commissioners for their continued support of extension programs.

Local Support

Did you know you can donate directly to Worth County Extension with a gift 

to be used immediately or as an endowment contribution for long term 

efforts. Monies put into the endowment are left forever to earn interest with 

the county office benefiting each year. You can also direct your donation to a 

specific program such as 4-H.

Key outcomes and numbers

Income

County Appropriations 6,600

Interest Income 326

Misc. Income 1,026

Farm Bureau Provisions 1,050

Fund Reallocation 100

Fundraising 224

Resale of Education Materials 32

Total Income 9,358

Expenses

Salaries/Benefits 5,298

Travel 351

Postage 43    

Telephone 1,118

Programming 37 

Office Supplies/Service 592

Printing/Advertising 346

Election Expenses 259

Misc. Expense 159

Total Expenses 8,203

✓ 162 direct contacts with Worth County residents 

at 11 educational events in the County, and an 

additional 23 contacts with Worth County 

residents at events in neighboring counties. 

✓ 798 indirect contacts at Worth County Council 

meetings, livestock shows, 4-H events, and 

other community connections. 

✓ Engaged with 53 partners in the County for a 

total of 63 volunteer hours.  

✓ The University of Missouri has launched MU 

Community Connect, a platform designed to 

improve opportunities for connection between 

the university and various populations in the 

communities they serve.

✓ SBDC held multiple classes to help Missourians 

learn about starting a business and how to write 

a business plan. 

✓ Farm Tax Workshop classes began to help 

farmers navigate their taxes.

https://community.missouri.edu/


County highlights

Programming in Worth County 2020

This year, the Worth County Extension Council 

hosted the annual Worth Treat’n community event at 

the Grant City park. Over 200 children and adults 

attended.

Missouri Extension’s Family Nutrition Program (FNEP) 

reached 13 participants directly and 142 indirectly with 

nutrition education in Worth County during 2020, a 

significant percentage of which were low income. FNEP 

provides information on nutrition, food safety, and 

physical activity for lifelong health and fitness by working 

with qualifying schools, community groups and 

agencies.

On February 10, Andy Luke, Field Specialist in 

Agronomy, provided Private Pesticide Applicator 

Training for 15 County residents. Additionally, five 

residents attended training in a neighboring county. 

Updates also provided at the event included new 

data on land values/cash rental rates, strategies to 

reducing input costs without reducing yields, and 

retaining ownership of cattle. 

In January, MU Extension partnered with USDA’s 

Farm Services Agency to offer joint meetings to 

explain crop provisions in the 2018 Farm Bill. Eric 

Redden, County Executive Director for Worth 

County FSA provided an overview of the bill and 

discussed a few other programs they have to offer 
farmers in Worth County.  

4-H was met with many challenges this past year as 

COVID-19 came to America. Most programming moved to 

virtual events online. Worth County had a total of 40 

members for the 2019-2020 year. Even though we were 

faced with something we had never seen before, our three 

club leaders and volunteers worked hard to make sure 

youth had an impactful year in 4-H. We were able to adjust 

and have a few big events such as our livestock show, 

achievement day, and our awards/fun day. Other regional 
events such as camp were held online via Zoom. 



County highlights

Impact of COVID-19 and How Worth County Extension Faculty and Staff Adapted

Jackie Spainhower helped facilitate the Northwest/Mid-Mo cohort of 

the first statewide offering of the Neighborhood Leadership Academy 

program. Seen above are the graduates from the cohort’s inaugural 

class. NLA teaches individual leadership skills, along with basic 

community development principles. 

At the onset of the University-

wide quarantine in March, Jackie 

Spainhower partnered with other 

faculty from across the state to 

co-facilitate a book review 

program of John Maxwell’s, 21 

Indispensable Qualities of a  

Leader, in a makeshift office 

from her home in Worth County. 

This first-time event brought together 

entrepreneurs, business leaders, 

economic professionals, and 

community champions from eight 

states to strengthen and broaden 

regional entrepreneurial networks. 

Jackie Spainhower assisted in 

soliciting speakers from northwest 

Missouri for two of the three sessions, 

and facilitated the workshop on 

fostering entrepreneurship in 

communities. Participants from Worth 

County attended the on-line 

workshops. 

As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, 

the University of Missouri Extension and 

Missouri Small Business Development 

Center joined efforts to provide focused 

counseling support to agri-businesses 

across the state through the SBDC for 

Agriculture, Food and Forestry.

Due to COVID, Cody did more 

filming and editing than ever in 2020 

as this was the best way to provide 

educational opportunities to 4-H 

youth. 4-H provided a virtual camp 

for members during the month of 

June, and to prepare, Cody filmed, 

edited and uploaded sessions to 

YouTube and livestreamed via 

Zoom. Cody also created two videos 

for Missouri 4-H’s Facebook page, 

which are available for anyone to 
access. 

Forage and Livestock Townhalls 

were held weekly throughout the 

year to give producers timely 

information on all cattle related 

topics. State and Field 

Specialists provided current 

information on a broad range of 

topics including forage species, 

alternative feed sources, market 

outlooks and weed control while 

answering producer questions in 

a safe and convenient 
environment.


