IDENTIFICATION OF COMMON

GRASSES

* Grass and Grass like plants
* Don’t just learn the picture!!

o Before you can identify grass
Learn about the parts:
* Stem (culm)
* Leaf
* Roots
- Seed heads
* Modified stems

Anatomy of
agrass
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STEMS WITH PUBESCENCE




STEM SHAPES

* The common stem shapes of most grass
type plants:

Flat *Orchard grass, Eastern Gamma Grass

Round *Tall Fescue, Smooth Brome Grass
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seporoted from the stem



HOW DOES THE LEAF ATTACH
TO THE STEM

e |s the sheath:

Wrapped
Open

Welded (grown together)




TYPES OF LEAF COLLARS
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continuous divided
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AURICLES




Ligule

Auricles

LIGULE TYPES
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WHAT DO YOU SEE?




STEM MODIFICATIONS

* Rhizomes are often found in perennial




Seed Heads

pedicel attaches
spikelet to rachis

é

Panicle Raceme Spike
(with branches) (with pedicels) {attached directy
torachis)



CANYOU TELL THE DIFFERENCE?




CAN YOU TELL THE DIFFERENCE?

e Orchard Grass Seed Head VS Tall Fescue
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KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS
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OLD WORLD BLUESTEM







SMOOTH BROMEGRASS
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BROOMSEDGE







DOWNY CHEST/BROME GRASS
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TALL FESCUE

lall Fescue
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| ryegrass
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TIMOTHY




" IDENTIFICATION OF COMMON
 LEGUMES

\r Legumes / Nitrogen fixing plants

-« Again don’t just learn the picture!!
o Before you can identify legumes
Learn about the parts:
* Stem (culm)
* Leaf
* Roots
* Flower
* Modified stems




TYPES OF STEM ARANGEMENT

~ * Single Upright
e Bush type




COMPOUND LEAF
ARRANGEMENTS

e Pinnate
Alfalfa, Sweet Clover

e Palmate
Red Clover,White Clover

 Compound
Partridge Pea
* Bi-compound

lllinois Bundle Flower, Cats Claw Sensitive
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ROOTS

* Taproot systems
> Alfalfa plants
* Nitrogen Fixing

> Nodules on Soybeans




FLOWERS

- Flower Colors and/ or Shape

~




STEM MODIFICATION

e Stolons can be found on White Clover
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CATSCLAWY SENSITIVE BRIAR




WHITE CLOVER
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COMMON LESPEDEZA
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KOREAN LESPEDZA
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| IC’K TREFOIL (BEGGER T|CK)




HAIRY VETCH




CROWN VETC







BULL (HORSE) NETTLE




COMMON CHICORY
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CROTON
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PRAIRIE GOLDENROD










LAMBSQUARTER




COMMON MILKWEED
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QUEEN ANNES LACE
(WILD CARROT) [l
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RED SORREL
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THISTLES

© Copyright Peter Siocza




THREE SEEDED MERCURY
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COMMON YARROW



WOODY PLANTS
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CORALBERRY BUCKBRUSH




DOGWOOD



















LOCUST (BLACK)
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RED OAKS
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POISON VY
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SASSAFRAS













