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*This report provides only a snapshot into the positive impact of programming and 
community service that MU Extension offers in Wayne County.  
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Economic Opportunity

Wayne County Extension Joins Local Chambers of Commerce

University of Missouri Extension in Wayne County is now 

a proud member of both county Chamber of Commerce in 

Wayne County.  MU Extension serves as a key player in 

the community and is proud to serve along side other 

organizations in the effort to improve, enhance the county 

and help Wayne County rise to the top.  MU Extension 

brings all the resources of the University of Missouri 

System to a local level.  This local resource levels the 

playing field for our rural area.  University of Missouri 

Extension is excited to be a part of what the future has in  

store for the “Great State of Wayne County”.

Community Economic Development Field Specialist 

Jennifer Williams offers support to Wayne County and is 

leading broadband expansion efforts.  She is trained in 

“Digitally Connected Communities” and is representing 

the county in meetings with the Ozark Foothills Regional 

Planning Commission meetings.

Jennifer meets with individuals and businesses and 

provides support.  She provides information, tools and 

resources to further, grow and improve Wayne County.  

She also provides classes and informational sessions 

covering Emergency Preparedness, Build Your Board 

training, Legal Education and Youth Development of 

Life Skills.

Kelley Brent was presented a 
membership plaque by Piedmont 

Chamber of Commerce Secretary, 
Carol Sterner

Piedmont Chamber of Commerce & East Wayne 

County Chamber of Commerce Member

Broadband and Business Assistance

Estate Planning Workshop



Educational Access & Excellence

Davida Pedigo – Youth Program Associate

Event and Project and Highlights

“I always tell the youth that I interact with, whether it is through in school 

programs or at camp, that “No matter who you are, where you come from, or 

what your strengths and weaknesses are; you can be anything and achieve 

whatever YOU put your mind too.”  I have watched the quietest kid in the 

group become the strongest leader. I have also watched kids that absolutely 

refused to learn to bake become the best baker in the family.  You never 

know what you can be until you try! This is just one of the many reasons 

why I love the 4-H!”

Davida Pedigo, YPA 

Davida received two awards in 
2021 for her excellence in 4-H

In 2021, the Wayne County 4-H program not only reached out to the youth of 

Wayne County but the whole southeast region as well.  Wayne County 4-H 

currently impacts 591 current followers on the Wayne County’s 4-H Facebook, 

33 home school youth, 123 youth in SNAC clubs, 63 high school juniors and 

seniors in Youth Futures SPIN clubs, 722 elementary in school programs, 

113 community club participants, 387 regional camp youth participants, 13

active adult volunteers in Wayne County, over 1,300 youth at various regional 

events (Meet your Extension, Community events at various counties, and 

partnership events), as well as over 500 youth and adults at local back to 

school fairs. That is a grand total of 3,845 lives impacted directly and 

indirectly by the 4-H Program.  

8 Wayne County 4-H members attended the 3 day National 4-H 

Summit in 2021.

Wayne County 4-H Clover kids got a chance to experience 

4-H Camp

Two local 4-H High school teens are 

invited to attend the University of Missouri 

Agricultural Educational Leadership 

Showcase in Columbia. They learned to 

extract Strawberry DNA

14
Community 

Service 

Projects and 

Events



Educational Access & Excellence

Wayne County Extension Weekly Adventures 

Due to the pandemic, many found themselves spending 

much time at home and looking for means of 

entertainment.  The Wayne County Extension, led by 

our office manager Fran Mann, used Facebook as a 

tool to educate as well as entertain.  Each week a 

picture was presented of an area in Wayne County 

along with information in the form of a poem or riddle 

that gave a clue where the picture was taken and the 

history of the place.  Our goal was to get families out 

enjoying what Wayne County has to offer that might 

normally be overlooked or taken for granted.

We are proud of our county and there are many more 

interesting areas to explore. Join the current 673
followers by checking us out our Facebook page and 

watch for more information.  A new post just might be 

the inspiration you need to find your own new 

adventure!

Wi-Fi Access at Wayne County Extension Office

“Our Wayne County Adventure Series 

offered weekly fun challenges, 

brainteasers, educational information 

and encouraged travel and tourism

throughout the county.” 

Kelley Brent, CES

Hike-in CCC shelter, Sam A. Bake State Park, 
Patterson, MO

With so many things going virtual due to COVID, Wayne 

County Extension wanted to help the students that lack 

access to dependable Wi-Fi connection.

A computer work station has been provided in the office and 

two areas positioned outside the extension office in order to 

share our connection.  A schedule was applied to coincide 

with the Wayne County Courthouse stipulations in limiting 

how many people could be in the building at a time.

We sent flyers to the local schools and posted a flyer on our 

Facebook page to encourage students and people in the 

community to take advantage of this service.  We plan to 

continue this service moving forward.

Students used Wi-Fi to complete 4-H enrollment, 4-H 

events, tests, college financial aid, research for reports, and 

to finalize homework assignments.

Wi-Fi Access continues to be provided 
for Wayne County and the 

surrounding area



Educational Access & Excellence

Wayne County Extension Swimming Lessons  - Piedmont and Greenville

Even with the COVID 19 pandemic redirecting our lifestyles, 

Wayne County Extension was able to expand and offer two 

weeks of swimming lessons to help educate our children about 

safety around water and to give their parents some peace of 

mind.  There were 16 participants at the Greenville location for 

the week long instruction and 20 participants at the Piedmont 

location.  

John Fuller, Human Development and Family Science 

Specialist offered 1, 30 minute “Keep Your Keys” 

program with 6 participants for Human Development 
in Wayne County.

Our swimming instructor, Adriann
D’Amico, does a wonderful job 

connecting with the kids and helping 
them move past their fear and improve 
their skills.  We are lucky to have her.

MU Extension Staff, Wayne County 

Additional Wayne County Programming from Specialists

Other Area Programs Offered Regionally

Sarah Havens, MU Natural Resource Specialist, offered 

1, 2.5 hour Timber Management and Mushroom Class to 

13 participants at Sam A Baker State Park.



Health & Well-being

Kelley Brent – County Engagement Specialist, Faculty in Nutrition and Health

“2021 continued to offer 

challenges; however, we 

adapted and were able to 

provide a positive impact in our 

community and served by 

helping others. The team we 

have built and our outstanding 

council sets us up for a bright 

future in Wayne County.” 

Kelley Brent, CES

In 2021, Kelley Brent provided both in-person and virtual 

programming in Wayne county and throughout the region. Kelley had 

1,748 direct programming contacts and over 15,442 indirect 

contacts for programs and engagement. Kelley offered four in-person 

and one virtual Tai Chi classes, two Matter of Balance 

classes, one virtual Stay, Strong, Stay Healthy class, and 

two Diabetes Self-Management classes. Kelley also 

coordinated other programming to be brought into the area.  Kelley 

serves on several boards and committees. She currently is on the 

board of directors for Missouri Parks Association. She works on  

several MU and community projects and serves as the local Show-

Me ECHO program representative.

Tai Chi for Arthritis and Fall Prevention combines gentle 

physical exercise and stretching with mindfulness.  This 

program is evidence-based and recommended by the CDC. 

It is good for all ages.  Tai Chi can improve health, quality 

of life and balance.

Stay Strong, Stay Healthy is a 

strength-training program that 

includes a warm-up, cool-down 

and a series of eight exercises.  

Balance and flexibility are 

measured and it is rare for a 

person not to see improvement in 

strength, flexibility or balance after 

taking this class.

͘Matter of Balance is a program that 

helps participants learn to view falls and 

the fear of falling as controllable.  This 

class includes exercises and stretches 

that can easily be done at home to build 

strength and flexibility.

Chronic Disease and Diabetes Self-

Management classes offers 

discussion on topics including dealing 

with difficult emotions, nutrition, 

physical activity pain and fatigue 

management, communication and 

working with your physician.  

Show-Me Extension for 

Community Healthcare 

Outcomes uses 

videoconferencing to 

connect teams of experts 

for collaboration to 

develop advanced skills, 

which improves patient 

care access, quality and 

efficiency.  It is free and 

evens the playing field 

for rural communities.



Health & Well-being

Angie Cook – Nutrition Program Associate

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Education 

(SNAP-Education or SNAP-Ed) brought $9,646,109 in federal 

funds to Missouri.  The funds support engagement with 

485,010 Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 

recipients and eligible citizens of Missouri.  There were 

321,372 direct educational contacts.  This year we had 

1,383,799 indirect educational contacts through newsletters, 

health fairs, food pantries, and the Show Me Nutrition helpline.  

591 direct and indirect contacts were made in Wayne County.  

Participants in SNAP-Ed learn the importance of making 

healthier meals and snack choices, eating breakfast more 

often, are more willing to try new foods, increase their physical 

activity, and make healthier food choices.  Those who practice 

healthy eating and are physically active are more likely to 

contribute to a healthy labor force and enjoy a high quality of 

life throughout the lifespan. 

This vital programming effort also reduces healthcare costs 

over the participant’s lifetime, saving taxpayer money in 

reduced public healthcare benefits and insurance premiums.  

“Using the Kids in the Kitchen curriculum, I teamed with my Youth Program Associate, Davida Pedigo,

offering education thru the Snack program at our local high school. The series consisted of seven 

lessons with two classes each lesson. We taught the students easy and healthy recipes that they could 

make on their own. 

I was approached by two different parents about how excited the students were about the class.  The 

students had asked their parents to purchase the ingredients so they could cook for their families.”

Angie Cook, NPA

Dough fun!

Angie uses BAC to teach students 

about germs. 



County highlights

4-H Wayne County MU Extension offered popular and fun 

shooting sports education to 20 4-H members.
MU Wayne County 4-H continues to collect plastic 

at the office for efforts to install benches around 
Wayne County. We are working on our 3rd bench 

and it takes 600lbs to produce each bench! That is 

almost 1,800 lbs collected!

Wayne County once again hosted the 4-H Regional Summer Camp at Camp 

Allen. 187 participants from 9 counties attended the event.



County highlights

MU Rocks – Wayne County Extension

Wayne County MU 4-H with Governor Parsons 

Wayne County MU Extension connects and 

communicates with our local, regional and 

statewide officials in order to better serve the

Mother of All Counties – WAYNE!

Show Me Resilience!  
o Not to be taken down by the restraints of COVID19, the Wayne County University of Missouri 

Extension office staff teamed up to offer MU Rocks as a substitute for the popular MU Extension 
sponsored Easter egg hunt. This was a great way to explore the county and enjoy an outdoor activity 
while social distancing due to Covid-19.

o The rocks were painted by 4-H members and hidden at popular locations throughout the county. The 
event was advertised to the southeast region using newspapers and social media.  Rocks were 

returned to the Wayne County MU extension office for prizes. There were 7191 people directly 

reached online and 516 engagements. Once again, the Wayne county staff worked as a team and 
stepped up to the challenge to provide resources and education in innovative ways.



County highlights

The Hampton Family was selected to represent 

Wayne County as the Farm Family for 2020-2021

MU Extension passed out school supplies to 

269 Clearwater students and 314
Greenville students PreK – 12 grade.

Wayne County 4-H distributed Ecology education 

kits to 102 5th graders across the county.

Sam and Michelle Holmes were awarded the prestigious 

Century Farm award in 2021 by MU Extension

Kelley Brent serves on the board of directors 

for the Missouri Parks Association.  Her 

service and representation for MU helps 

emphasize the essential function of our 

natural resources, the necessity of preserving our outdoor 

parks and wilderness areas and the importance of outdoor 

activity.

Wayne County MU 

Extension is a proud 

and active partner 

with the Wayne County Wellness Coalition offering 

events, initiatives, resources and health related 

partnerships throughout the county.



County highlights

MU Wayne County Extension Fundraisers and Raffle Winners

Mortina Williams during the Ozark Heritage 

Festival in Piedmont presenting her 

winning Missouri bicentennial quilt square 



County highlights

MU Extension at County Events



Budget and more

Appropriations budget

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.

Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government. Federal and state 

money, through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, training costs, computers 

and communication equipment. County funds support the local office, secretarial and youth assistant 

salaries, staff mileage and council expenses.

The Wayne County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to express our appreciation to the 

Wayne County Commissioners for their continued support of extension programs.

Local Support

Did you know you can donate directly to Wayne County Extension with a gift 

to be used immediately or as an endowment contribution for long term efforts. 

Monies put into the endowment are left forever to earn interest with the 

county office benefiting each year. You can also direct your donation to a 

specific program such as 4-H or Master Gardeners.

https://extension.missouri.edu/counties/wayne/donate

Key outcomes and numbers

Income

County Appropriations 25,000

Total Income 25,000

Expenditures for 2021

Salaries/Benefits                                    22,387

Travel                                                        1,042

Telephone                                                 1,158

Office Supplies/Service                            2,923

Insurance                                                     732

Farm Family                                                   26

Total Expenditures                                28,268

✓ 34,756 people reached on our Facebook page 

posts throughout 2021 with 673 followers 
obtaining information on health, agriculture 
improvement, and educational events. An 
additional 517 followers on our 4-H page.

✓ In addition to Facebook, 21,700 direct and 
indirect contacts were recorded for the Wayne 
County MU Staff. What an Impact!

✓ $1,975.00 in grants, fundraising and 
donations into Wayne county thanks to MU 
Extension Council and MU office staff.

✓ 169 soil samples sent to the University of 
Missouri Laboratory for analysis.

✓MU Extension is now part of the Show-Me 
ECHO program working to help improve rural 
healthcare education and access.

✓ 300 calls and over 100 visitors inquiring about 
education and resources.  Some of the topics 
were:

Thank you

Pink Tomato Seeds, Winter Creeper Eradication, Local 

Bee Clubs, Weak Calves, Water Algae, Water Safety, 

Maps, Community Center, Weeping Willow Issues, 

Apple Trees, Soil Samples, Can Goods Expiration, Farm 

Lease Agreements, Sunflowers, Pasture Management, 

Dying Bats, Vaccine Sites, Hemlock Weed ID, Wellness 

Assistance, Tai Chi Education, Millipede Invasion, Weed 

ID, Fescue Enzymes in Fields, IA Cattle Program, 

Hornet ID, Cattle Pregnancy Class, Business Grants, 

Vine Eradication, Gardening and much more…


