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Economic Opportunity

Economic Impact Study of Wal-Mart Leaving the Area – A Wayne County Extension Project

University of Missouri Extension in Wayne County in 
partnership with the MU Rural Sociology conducted a 

study which collected 329 surveys in Piedmont, 
Patterson, Greenville and Williamsville areas to gather 
information on how the closure of Wal-Mart has impacted 
the county and surrounding area. 

Yanu Prasetyo, a PhD candidate in Rural Sociology at the 
University of Missouri, presented the data to local officials 
and county partners, university professors and members of 
the community in 2020. 

These results give insight as we continue to take steps 
toward building the economy of Wayne County and 
surrounding area by showing the ones who are most 
vulnerable.

Richard Proffer—Community Economic Development Field Specialist 

The Ozark Foothills Project was completed in 2020.  
MU Extension and county officials worked to help 

generate community awareness in broadband 
and tourism. While the official engagement is 
finished, MU Extension and the county will continue 
to support the efforts on an as needed basis. 

Richard attended the doctoral presentation on the 
effects of Wal-Mart closing in rural communities. He 
provided information on how the information might be 
used to further grow and improve Wayne county.

Yanu and Kelley conducting a planning 
meeting for the project and the presentation 

of survey results.

When Walmart Leaves Small Towns: 
Vulnerability, Food Insecurity, and Community 

Sustainability in Rural America 

Main Street Piedmont



Economic Opportunity

The Agriculture Business program is focused on providing 
information on agricultural profitability to farmers, crop 
consultants, landowners, agricultural bankers, grain 
merchandisers, and those in the agricultural business 

field.  In 2020, over 600 participants from multiple 
counties and surrounding states attend regional meetings 
on corn soybeans, cotton, and rice.  At these commodity 
meetings and field days, David spoke on marketing 
outlook and strategies farmers need to know to increase 
profitability to double the economic impact of agriculture 
in Missouri by 2030.  

The passage of the 2018 Farm Bill brought on additional 

ongoing educational opportunities.  150 farmers and 
landowners attended the first of several farm bill meetings 
in Southeast Missouri in Poplar Bluff on January 8.  
Those in attendance were from multiple counties in 
Southeast Missouri.   MU Extension worked with the 
Southeast Missouri county FSA CED’s and gave updates 
on the new farm bill and David presented the economic 
analysis between the program choices of PLC, ARC-Co, 
and ARC- IC.  

MU Extension Tax Schools were online via Zoom. The 
schools were designed for those who prepare taxes 
including enrolled agents, tax preparers, CPA’s, 
individuals and attorneys.  The training included updates 
on the COVID-19 legislation, rulings and cases, individual 
taxpayer issues, agricultural and natural resources topics, 
IRS rules and regulations, and business issues.  The 

2020 school attendance totaled 271 people statewide.  

.

David Reinbott—Agriculture Business and Policy Field Specialist 

In 2020, a new partnership began between the University of Missouri Extension Agriculture Economics 
Department and the Missouri Small Business Development Centers (SBDC).  In working in partnership 
with SBDC more resources will be made available to provide personalized assistance, financial 
management education, business model pivots, and value proposition identification, for Missouri 
agriculture producers.  For more information, contact your county extension office and they will get you in 
contact with a business counselor.  

Additional educational programing included a weekly crop market update that went out to over 1,600
individuals through email and was posted on my Southeast Missouri web page and Facebook.   The 2020 
crop budgets for Southeast Missouri were used by farmers, crop consultants, landowners, agricultural 
bankers, and lawyers in the Southeast Missouri multiple county region.  The crop budgets are used for 
cash flow planning, economic analysis, farm rental analysis, and marketing plans.  



Educational Access & Excellence

Davida Pedigo – Youth Program Associate

In 2020, the Wayne County 4-H had 101 youth enrolled and impacted 

over 2000 youth through in school programming, STEM activities, 
virtual meetings and projects, community clubs, camps, National 4-H 
Summit attendance, community partnerships, and regional events. The 

4-H webpage has over 500 followers. 

Knowledge is not Power it is POTENTIAL! Applying knowledge will 
give youth the POWER to change not only their self but also their 
community. 4-H programming gives youth the Potential to broaden 
their education to create the turbulence for Change!

4-H Southeast Regional Energizer

39 Wayne County Youth participated in the 2020 Southeast Regional 4-H Energizer along with 9 
volunteers.

This one day mini camp taught youth about various Health related 4-H projects like “Dancing for 
Exercise”  and how Pollinators such as bees and butterflies are key components to healthy crops and 
plants and animals in general.  The camp provided education and skill building and helped kids open up 
and participate in a way that they haven’t before.

It is my passion to help kids and I have the unique 
opportunity through MU 4-H to coordinate programs 
and events locally in my own community. I have 
always believed 4-H offers a lot of opportunities for 
kids to grow and improve their quality of life. The 
programs and comradery allows them to gain 
experience and sets them up for a better chance of 
success. 

Davida Pedigo, YPA 

Davida with her 4-H kids at the Ag 
Expo



Educational Access & Excellence

Wayne County Extension Weekly Adventures 
Due to the 2020 pandemic, many found themselves 
spending much time at home and looking for means of 
entertainment.  The Wayne County Extension, led by 

our office manager Fran Mann, used Facebook as a 
tool to educate as well as entertain.  Each week a 
picture was presented of an area in Wayne County 
along with information in the form of a poem or riddle 
that gave a clue where the picture was taken and the 
history of the place.  Our goal was to get families out 
enjoying what Wayne County has to offer that might 
normally be overlooked or taken for granted. 

Our office provided 20 adventures reaching 11,185
people and receiving 1,394 likes as we featured 
Markham Springs, Wappapello Lake, Sam A. Baker 
State Park, and Lowndes, just to name a few.

We are proud of our county and there are many more 

interesting areas to explore. Join the current 616
followers on our Facebook page and watch for more 
information.  A new post just might be the inspiration 
you need to find your own new adventure!

Wi-Fi Access at Wayne County Extension Office

“Our Wayne County Adventure Series 
offered weekly fun challenges, 
brainteasers, educational information 
and encouraged travel and tourism
throughout the county.” 

Kelley Brent, CES

Drive-In Near Piedmont, MO

With so many things going virtual due to COVID, Wayne 
County Extension wanted to help the students that lack 
access to dependable Wi-Fi connection.

A computer work station has been provided in the office and 
two areas positioned outside the extension office in order to 
share our connection.  A schedule was applied to coincide 
with the Wayne County Courthouse stipulations in limiting 
how many people could be in the building at a time.

We sent flyers to the local schools and posted a flyer on our 
Facebook page to encourage students and people in the 
community to take advantage of this service.  We plan to 
continue this service moving forward.

Students in 2020 used 53.5 hours of Wi-Fi to complete 
tests, research for reports, and to finalize homework 
assignments.

53.5 hours of Wi-Fi Access  
provided during the COVID crisis!



Educational Access & Excellence

Wayne County Extension Swimming Lessons
Even with the COVID 19 pandemic redirecting our lifestyles, 
Wayne County Extension was able to once again offer swimming 
lessons to help educate our children about safety around water 
and to give their parents some peace of mind.  There were      

30 participants at the Piedmont location for the week long 
instruction and the weather was great.  We hope to continue this 
program and expand by adding an additional class in Greenville.

John Fuller, Human Development and Family 
Science Specialist offered 3 programs virtually with 
15 direct contacts for Human Development in 
Wayne county.  The programs were Focus on Kids 
and two Workforce Labor Webinar Series.

Our swimming instructor, Adriann
D’Amico, does a wonderful job 

connecting with the kids and helping 
them move past their fear and improve 
their skills.  We are lucky to have her.

MU Extension Staff, Wayne County 

Additional Wayne County Programming from Specialists

Other Area Programs Offered Regionally



Health & Well-being

Kelley Brent – County Engagement Specialist, Faculty in Nutrition and Health

“2020 was a challenging year 
for everyone; however, we 
adapted and were able to 

provide a positive impact in our 
community and served by 

helping others throughout this 

unprecedented time.” 
Kelley Brent, CES

In 2020, Kelley Brent provided both in-person and virtual 
programming in Wayne county and throughout the region. Kelley had 

2,387 direct programming contacts and over 41,000 indirect 
contacts for programs and engagement. Kelley offered three virtual 

Tai Chi classes, two Matter of Balance classes, a 

Canning class, one virtual Stay, Strong, Stay Healthy
class and another in-person and finished up a Let’s Take A 
Walk program series.  Kelley also coordinated and taught two 

virtual Lunch and Learn programming series that were very 
popular throughout the region during the height of the pandemic and 

serves as the local Show-Me ECHO program representative.

Virtual Tai Chi Class

Canning class, fun!

Matter of Balance Class



Health & Well-being

Angie Cook – Nutrition Program Associate
The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
Education (SNAP-Education or SNAP-Ed) brought 
$9,964,840.00 in federal funds to Missouri.  The funds 
support engagement with 723,461 Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) recipients and 
eligible citizens of Missouri.  There were 3,209,545 direct 
educational contacts.  This year we had 2,817,878 
indirect educational contacts through newsletters, health 
fairs, food pantries, and the Show Me Nutrition helpline.  

A total of 977 direct and indirect contacts were made in 
Wayne County.  

Participants in SNAP-Ed learn the importance of making 
healthier meals and snack choices, eating breakfast 
more often, are more willing to try new foods, increase 
their physical activity, and make healthier food choices.  
Those who practice healthy eating and are physically 
active are more likely to contribute to a healthy labor 
force and enjoy a high quality of life throughout the 
lifespan. 
This vital programming effort also reduces healthcare 
costs over the participant’s lifetime, saving taxpayer 
money in reduced public healthcare benefits and 
insurance premiums.  

“During the shut-down it was very challenging to reach our audiences and we found ourselves 
searching for ways to do so. I learned my local school was going to start handing out lunches for all 

students thru a pick up location. I knew right away I wanted to get involved and maybe use it as a way 
to reach my students. I reached out to the school got the numbers I needed and started putting together 
information. I used materials that had some activity with them, something for the kids to do while being 
at home. I sent it out twice a week thru the shut-down. I wondered if my information was being looked 

at. Was it reaching the kids and parents? Since the shut-down I have ran into several parents who 
thanked me for sending out the materials. They told me their kids loved the activities and looked forward 
to getting it. Their kids would ask them, “Is Mrs. Angie’s stuff in there?” when they would bring the food 
home. One parent told me her daughter showed her all the food groups in the Choose MyPlate paper I 
sent home and she was impressed that her daughter knew them all! Another parent told me that she 

and her family had tried several of the recipes and the kids had loved them. It was a good feeling to see 
just how the smallest things can reach people in such big ways.”

Angie Cook, NPA

Dough fun!

Angie uses Mr. Bacteria the puppet 
to teach students about germs. 



County highlights

Wayne County MU Extension was awarded a grant in the amount of $2,214.24 from 
Community Foundation of the Ozarks.  Wayne County 4-H was able to distribute   
991 STEM projects kits throughout the county during summer school.

Over 1,200 lbs of plastic was 

collected to make 2 benches for 
Greenville and Williamsville.

Show Me Resilience!  

Not to be taken down by the restraints of COVID19, 
University of Missouri Extension Nutrition and 

Health specialists in the southeast region rose to 
the occasion by continuing to provide pertinent 
information to our communities through a Lunch 
and Learn Series and virtual classes.  Wayne 

county staff worked as a team and stepped up to 
the challenge to provide resources and education 

in innovative ways.



County highlights

Wayne County Adventure Snapshots…20 adventures in 2020!

Williamsville Cemetery

Swimming at Wappapello Lake

Wappapello Lake Spillway

Buckeye Bush

Bridge Replacement on Hog eye 
Road

Elk Herd

Canyon Dam

Wayne County MU 4-H with Governor Parsons at 
the Ag Expo event.  Wayne County MU Extension 
connects and communicates with our local, 
regional and statewide officials in order to better 
serve the Mother of All Counties – WAYNE!

Kelley Brent serves on the board of directors for the Missouri 
Parks Association.  Her service and representation for MU helps 
emphasize the essential function of our natural resources, the 
necessity of preserving our outdoor parks and wilderness areas 
and the importance of outdoor activity. 



County highlights

The Hampton’s were named the 2020 Wayne 
county Farm Family.

MU Extension Virtual Storytelling during 
Covid-19 Quarantine.

A partnership created with the Williamsville 
Community Betterment Committee provided 
all Williamsville 4-H Youth with craft activity 

kits to help encourage hands on learning 

during the Covid-19 Pandemic for 43 youth.

Two Wayne County 4-H  teens participated in the 
2020 4-H National Agri-Science Summit in Washington 

DC. These 4-H Teens then taught over 130 youth and 
adult volunteers at the regional Energizer.  

Various At Home 4-H projects were distributed 
with the Greenville, Williamsville, and Clearwater 
Free Lunch Program.  4-H Projects/Activities 
included Bicycling for Fun, Microwave Cooking, 
Geocaching, Wildlife, Conservation, Pollinators, 
and Arts and Crafts.   Youth logged their activities 
by pictures or videos submitted, log /activity work 

sheets, and virtual meetings.   450 estimated 
combined total youth participating with 4-H at 
HOME programming. 



County highlights

Wayne County MU Extension is a proud and 
active partner with the Wayne County Wellness 
Coalition offering events, initiatives, resources 
and health related partnerships throughout the 
county.

Congratulations to Lori Randolph who won second place 
in the county photo contest sponsored by MU Extension, 
American Express and Office Depot. The photo caption is 

“Foggy Morning at Clearwater Lake”

Wayne 4-H hosted a virtual poster contest in 
Partnership with The McDonalds 

Corporation.  38 youth participated and gift 

bags and prizes were given.

The Greenville and Williamsville 
4-H Club participated in an 8 day virtual 

Cattle Project  via Facebook live 

receiving 113 views and signing up for

8 projects for 2021.

Erin Bennett of Greenville, Mo. was awarded 
the B.W. Harrison Memorial 4-H Scholarship in the 
amount of $1,000. The Missouri 4-H Foundation 
awarded 72 scholarships totaling $77,700 to 4-H 
youth throughout the state.



Budget and more

Appropriations budget

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.
Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government. Federal and state 
money, through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, training costs, computers 
and communication equipment. County funds support the local office, secretarial and youth assistant 
salaries, staff mileage and council expenses.

The Wayne County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to express our appreciation to the 
Wayne County Commissioners for their continued support of extension programs.

Local Support
Did you know you can donate directly to Wayne County Extension with a gift 
to be used immediately or as an endowment contribution for long term efforts. 
Monies put into the endowment are left forever to earn interest with the 
county office benefiting each year. You can also direct your donation to a 
specific program such as 4-H or Master Gardeners.

https://extension.missouri.edu/counties/wayne/donate

Key outcomes and numbers
Income
County Appropriations 25,000
Total Income 25,000

Expenses
Salaries/Benefits 19,175
Travel 1,335
Telephone                                                 1,130
Office Supplies/Service                                620
Utilities                                                       1,925
Insurance                                                       50
Capital Repairs                                            879
Total Expenses 25,114

 4,356 contacts related to healthy eating and 
aging, strengthening families, personal finance, 
or youth development.

 991 STEM packets funded by the “Youth to 
Thrive” grant were handed out throughout 
Wayne County.

 30 Wayne County youth participated in 
Extension/4-H sponsored swimming lessons.

 53.5 Hours of Wi-Fi access were provided 
during the COVID crisis to students.

 47,972 people reached on our Facebook page 
posts throughout 2020 with 616 followers 
obtaining information on health, agriculture 
improvement, and educational events. An 
additional 517 followers on our 4-H page.

 $6,948.24 in grants, fundraising and 
donations into Wayne county thanks to MU 
Extension Council and MU office staff.

 5 Individuals were assisted in verification of 
Pesticide Applicator Training.

MU Extension is now part of the Show-Me 
ECHO program working to help improve rural 
healthcare education and access.

Thank you


