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Dear Friends of the University of Missouri Extension,

The University of Missouri faculty, staff, and Saline County Council would like to thank the Saline 

County Commissioners for their continued support and funding for programming in 2021. Faculty, staff, 

and county council remain committed to carrying out MU’s land-grant mission by providing education 

programming aimed at enhancing access to the resources and research of the University of Missouri. 

MU Extension is a partnership of the University of Missouri campuses, Lincoln University, the People of 

Missouri through county extension councils, and the National Institute for Food and Agriculture of the 

U.S. Department of Agriculture.

This report is a brief overview of some of the educational programs conducted by extension 

Specialists for the citizens of Saline County. This annual report is not intended to give the full scope of all 

the activities in the county; instead, providing information regarding the major programming efforts for the 

citizens of Saline County.

We would like to thank all our volunteers who make extension in Saline County a reality. Without 

their support, the Saline County Extension Center would not operate at its highest level. We look forward 

to 2022, as we strategically address a wide range of needs that fall into three grand challenges for the 

state of Missouri and Saline County: economic opportunity, educational excellence, and healthy futures.

Jason Price Chelsea Corkins
Saline County Council Chair                                           County Engagement Specialist, 4-H Youth Development



Budget and more

Appropriations budget

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.

Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government. Federal and state 

money, through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, training costs, computers 

and communication equipment. County funds support the local office, secretarial and youth assistant 

salaries, staff mileage and council expenses.

The Saline County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to express our appreciation to the Saline 

County Commissioners for their continued support of extension programs.

Local Support

Did you know you can donate directly to Saline County Extension with a gift 

to be used immediately or as an endowment contribution for long term 

efforts. Monies put into the endowment are left forever to earn interest with 

the county office benefiting each year. You can also direct your donation to a 

specific program such as 4-H or Master Gardeners.

Key outcomes and numbers
Income

County Appropriations 39,000.00

Investment Income 276.87

Resales/Educ Services 1,082.55

Fair Board 1,304.00

Total Income 41,663.42

Expenses

Salaries/Benefits 27,143.39

Travel 1,042.00

Postage 295.79

Telephone 1,046.14

Advertising 14.00

Rent/Lease Equipment 1,089.16

Office Supplies/Service 869.53

Professional Services 245.00

Insurance 876.04

Extension Council Election 216.92

Soil Test Expenses 216.50

Publications for Resale 550.00

Miscellaneous 185.00

Total Expenses 33,789.47

✓ Saline 4-H and Extension hosted 5 sessions at the 

YMCA Summer Camp, making more than 210 direct 

contacts with county youth

✓ More than 140 youth in local schools learned about 

the development of eggs and chickens in the 4-H and 

Livestock program

✓ 12 Saline youth and one county teen attended 4-H

Camp at Van Meter – a new collaboration for day 

camp activities

✓ Through a partnership between MU Extension and 

Lincoln Extension, sheep and goat production 

courses were held in 2021 with 27 participants from 

Saline County

✓ 4,911 direct and indirect contacts were made through 

the SNAP-Ed

✓ 22 Junior class high schoolers in Slater received a 

lesson on MyPlate and meal plan as a part of Life 

Skills Day in October

✓ Weekly Horticulture and Forage Livestock townhalls 

via Zoom, averaging 84 attendees and 158 views 

post event per session

✓ 6 Saline County participants learned to use safe, 

research-based practices and techniques in 

preserving quick pickles and pressure canning

Return on Investment
University System 85,900

Donations 200



Economic Opportunity

Family Nutrition Programming

During 2021, 4911 youth and adults were served through schools, community groups and agencies 

Family Nutrition Programming. Participants in SNAP-Ed learned the importance of making and how to 

make healthier food choices and increase their physical activity. Those who practice healthy eating

counseled on ways to reduce tax burden through education credits and savers credits. Specialists 

helped several clients file their returns to claim their Economic Impact Payments and many had Earned 

Income Tax Credits, with some clients expressing they may not have filed their taxes without this 

service. Total Federal Returns for the clients serviced by the regional team was $146,218, with an 

average return of $1,478. The total state return was $33,057, with an average of $340 per taxpayer.

.
Vita Tax Preparation

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

Education (SNAP-Education or SNAP-Ed) 

brought $9,646,109 in federal funds to 

Missouri. The funds support engagement with 

485,010 Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program (SNAP) recipients and eligible 

citizens of Missouri. 4911 direct and indirect 

contacts were made in Saline County. 

Schools Agencies

Benton Elementary Marshall Food Pantry

Marshall Head Start Marshall Housing Authority

Sweet Springs Elementary Marshall Senior Center

Spainhower Primary Powerhouse Ministries

Slater High School Misouri Valley Community 

Action Agency (MVCAA)

Salt Fork YMCA

Slater Food Pantry

Sullivan Hall Apartments

Voluntary Income Tax Assistance (VITA) was 

offered twice in Saline County in 2021 by MU 

Extension Specialists. Throughout the 

Northwest Missouri region, 158 federal and 

state tax returns were filed. Clients were

In 2021, MU Extension faculty, lead in Saline by Tracie 

Moore, taught Farm Tax Workshops to educate farms on new 

legislation, tax changes, court cases, state tax issues and 

additional ag issues. The workshops are designed to convey 

information in a concise manner, with the purpose of getting 

relevant and helpful information to farmers so they can make 

better decisions and be better prepared for their tax preparer.

and are physically active are more likely to 
contribute to a healthy labor force and enjoy a 
high quality of life throughout the lifespan, 
therefore reducing healthcare costs over the 
participant’s lifetime, saving tax. These efforts 
were led by Chandra Carey and Sue Robison.

Farm Tax Workshop

Seventy-five percent of participants said they had a better understanding of how to use tax tools in 

purchasing farm assets (Section 179, Bonus Depreciation). Seventy-eight percent reported they know 

where to find Farmer’s Tax Guides and where to find additional information. Overall, farm tax 

education workshops benefit individuals by increasing their understanding, leading to better 

management of taxes and optimized income tax scenarios. Money saved in income taxes stays local 

and is spent in local businesses, making a more vibrant and sustainable rural economy.  



Educational Access & Excellence

Chicks in the Classroom - Embryology

In order to assist teachers with 

curriculum, full 10-day packets 

were created for 2021. These

included a Chick Life Cycle model,

age-appropriate activities to

expand science vocabulary, and at 

least one illustrated book 

describing egg and chick

development. These were added 

to improve the already existing 

curriculum developed in 2020 to 

enhance youth learning. As with

any year, this 3-week program 

also provided local schools with 

fertilized eggs and incubators.

This training educated crop producers for safe handling 

and application of restricted use pesticides. Participants 

learned about pest identification, economic thresholds 

and injury levels, emergency planning procedure and the 

environmental ramification of improper pesticide 

application. This help to protect and enhance natural 

resources and water quality in saline county and the state 

of Missouri. 

Private Pesticide Applicator Training

Saline county residents participated in private pesticide
applicator training at Saline County Extension Center, 
Marshall, MO.

More than 140 Saline youth from rural and town populations learned 
about egg development through virtual and hands-on lessons 

Show Me Quality Assurance (SMQA)

Heather Conrow, Livestock Specialist, 

presented this program with assistance from 

Chelsea Corkins. Topics included: Definition 

of quality assurance, Why quality assurance 

is important, components of the food 

continuum and responsibilities of 

each. After each video, youth did a hands-

on learning activity that reinforced the topic 

taught at that station. Youth averaged a 

12% increase from a pre to post exam.

While many schools were unable to allow visitors into classroom 

early 2021, Chelsea Corkins and Heather Conrow utilized 

innovative strategies to reach county youth through Chicks in the 

Classroom – Embryology.

Saline county youth learning about an agricultural supply chain and its 
connections to safe quality assurance.



Health & Well-being

“ the choo choo train where we talked 

about families that tie together [was 

my favorite]/ If we break apart then 

we go back to get them. Leave No 

one behind.

- Building Strong Famlies Youth Participant, 

February 2021

Building Skills, Growing Futures
Human Development and Family Science faculty are creating a 
better future for people throughout mid-Missouri by focusing on
increasing employable skills, strengthening family resilience and
centering on improving mental health. Saline efforts were led by 
Tina Edholm, who engaged with over 4,570 individuals across
Missouri as well as three other states.

Child Care Wellness. Family and community members are the 
earliest teachers of youth and encourage youth to be 
courageous, learn, and grow. In 2021, HDFS provided 
professional development for childcare providers who need to
maintain licensure. More than 680 childcare participants were 
involved in 2021 and included site directors, assistant directors, 
teachers, home visitors, partnership coaches, cooking staff and
family advocates. Providers from Saline and surrounding areas 
earned 84 clock hours by attending these trainings. 

213
The number of youth who engaged

in Building StrongFamilies for 

Youth during 2021

Empowering Youth and Families

159 family members and over 215 youthparticipated in Building 
Strong Families and Building Strong Families for Youth. 
Strengthening relationships and building upon family strengths
improves the lives of families and enhances the well-being of
children.

support through activities including coloring multicultural paper

dolls and creating positive affirmation chains. 36 youth from 

Saline County engaged with this activity at 4-H and YMCA 

Camps in 2021.

This first-time program, offered in partnership 

with the Saline County Career Center, 

provided 6 Saline County participants the 

opportunity to use learn safe, research-based 

practices and techniques in preserving quick 

pickles and pressure canning. These skills 

help families preserve local foods, healthier 

foods and preserve garden goods. One 

participant after the pressure canning class 

stated she was no longer apprehensive about 

using her Pressure Canner. 

"I learned more about self-esteem

for children and how to push more

power totheir goals. I will definitely 

be complimenting them more 

often." 

Anonymous, August 2021

Quality for Keeps: Home Food Preservation

The use of artistic expression in Building Strong Families For 

Youth provides a sensory based, appropriate lessons that allows

youth to explore self-

identify and build self-

esteem. Youthengaged in 

positive peer



County highlights

Virtual Programs in 2021

• Northern Missouri Soils and Crops 

Conference

• Tomato Production Workshop 

• Garlic production workshop

• Workshop on Soil Management and 

Winterizing Garden 

• Workshop on Composting

• Forage-livestock Weekly Townhall

• Horticulture Weekly Townhall

Mr. Luke Skinner from USDA-NRCS talks about soil health improvement in 
pastures at Fall pasture management workshop in Saline County Extension 
Center, Marshall, MO.

Regional and State Specialist contribute to the Horticulture Town 
Hall meeting. 

This workshop, led by Dhruba Dhakal, 

Heather Conrow, ad USDA-NRCS agent Luke 

Skinner, educated local pasture producers on 

soil fertility management in pastures, 

importance and strategies of soil health 

improvement in pastures, and jump staring 

reproduction in beef cattle production. This 

education program helps to improve pastures, 

increase forage productivity, improve forage 

quality and increase net farm income in the 

long-term. 

Radio Talks and Newsletter Articles

Chelsea Corkins, Dhruba Dhakal, and Sue Robison 

each prepared radio talks in 2021 which were 

broadcast on local radio station. Topics included 

extension ag programs, information related to field and 

forage crop production in Missouri, 4-H events and 

enrollment, and holiday related recipes. Similar topics 

were also submitted to local newspapers throughout 

Saline and surrounding counties.

Fall Pasture Management Workshop

Due to COVID-19, many of the MU Extension programs were virtual in 2020. Some programs 

continued to receive high attendance and support in this virtual format into 2021. Some of these 

virtual programs were:

Saline 4-H youth attending 4-H STEM Challenge day –
an opportunity to learn and explore hands-on science, 

technology, engineering, and math activities



County highlights

4-H Youth Development

Saline 4-H youth attending 4-H Camp at Van 
Meter learned about nutrition, food groups, and 

ice cream making with youth leader and 
Extension Specialist guidance

Food and Nutrition: Cooking with Kids

Powerhouse Ministries – MU Extension staff including Sue Robison, Chandra Carey, Tina 

Edholm, and Chelsea Corkins, presented a one-time program to day campers at Powerhouse 

ministries. The food mini-lesson helped identify if food would be safe to eat or did it needed to be 

tossed. A review of proper handwashing was presented, and the campers returned to use the 

recipe to create Apple Smiles. Family science and money sessions were also taught.

Slater High School – Life skill opportunities are offered to Slater’s Junior class throughout the 

school year. In the presentations, students reviewed the MyPlate and planning meals as well as

natural disasters and emergency preparedness. For the food lesson, a group of 22 students were 

given a recipe and a list of “on-hand” foods. The students then had to decide if they needed to 

purchase a food item or could substitute with another on-hand food items.  

Saline County 4-H served over 415 youth 

through eight organized clubs, school 

enrichment, camps, and community activities 

during our 2020-2021 enrollment year. While 

COVID-19 continued to change some 

components of 4-H outreach, Saline County 

reached more than 140 youth through in-

school activities including Chicks in the 

Classroom - Embryology. Saline County 

faculty and staff worked throughout the year 

to produce quality, positive youth 

development opportunities that are fun, 

educational, and community focused! 

For the third year in a 

row, more than 25 

youth from Saline 

County 4-H 

participated at the 

Missouri State Fair. 

This group outscored 

all other counties and 

received the 2021 

Overall Livestock 

Sweepstakes Award. 

In 2021, Saline 4-H youth enjoyed long-term educational experiences while learning life skills such 

as decision making, communication, and working with others with the guidance of 98 adult and 23 

volunteers. Valuing their time at $28.54 per hour (Independent Sector, 2021), the contribution of 

Saline County 4-H volunteers is worth more than $345,334.  
In 2020-2021, some of the 

activities Saline County 4-H 

members participated in were:

• Missouri State & Saline 

County Fairs

• Clover Kids Day Camp

• 4-H Summer Camp at Van 

Meter & Heit’s Point

• Move Across Missouri

• 4-H Week Scarecrows & 

Radio/Newspaper Interviews
• STEM Challenge

Saline 4-H collaborated to host a 2-day camp at Van Meter State 
Park in Saline County. Youth learned about primitive hunting and 
how to leave no trace



County highlights


