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Dear Friends of the University of Missouri Extension,

The University of Missouri faculty, staff, and Saline County Council would like to thank the Saline 

County Commissioners for their continued support and funding for programming in 2020. Faculty, staff, 

and county council remain committed to carrying out MU’s land-grant mission by providing education 

programming aimed at enhancing access to the resources and research of the University of Missouri. 

MU Extension is a partnership of the University of Missouri campuses, Lincoln University, the People of 

Missouri through county extension councils, and the National Institute for Food and Agriculture of the 

U.S. Department of Agriculture.

This report is a brief overview of some of the educational programs conducted by extension 

Specialists for the citizens of Saline County. This annual report is not intended to give the full scope of all 

the activities in the county; instead, providing information regarding the major programming efforts for the 

citizens of Saline County.

We would like to thank all our volunteers who make extension in Saline County a reality. Without 

their support, the Saline County Extension Center would not operate at its highest level. We look forward 

to 2021, as we strategically address a wide range of needs that fall into three grand challenges for the 

state of Missouri and Saline County: economic opportunity, educational excellence, and healthy futures.

Jack Harvey Chelsea Corkins
Saline County Council Chair                                           County Engagement Specialist, 4-H Youth Development



Budget and more

Appropriations budget

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.

Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government. Federal and state 

money, through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, training costs, computers 

and communication equipment. County funds support the local office, secretarial and youth assistant 

salaries, staff mileage and council expenses.

The Saline County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to express our appreciation to the Saline 

County Commissioners for their continued support of extension programs.

Local Support

Did you know you can donate directly to Saline County Extension with a gift 

to be used immediately or as an endowment contribution for long term 

efforts. Monies put into the endowment are left forever to earn interest with 

the county office benefiting each year. You can also direct your donation to a 

specific program such as 4-H or Master Gardeners.

Key outcomes and numbers

Income

County Appropriations 39,000

Fair Board 1,500

Total Income 40,500

Expenses

Salaries/Benefits 32,00

Travel 1,600

Postage 500

Telephone 1,200

Advertising 400

Rent/Lease Equipment 840

Office Supplies/Service 1,760

Professional Services 300

Insurance 1,050

Extension Council Election 150

Total Expenses 40,500

✓ 4-H Live: Online Learning, initiated in Saline County, 

have over 500,000 reaches and 49,000 views from 

around Missouri and the United States

✓ More than 70 youth in local schools learned about the 

development of eggs and chickens in the 4-H and 

Livestock program

✓ Approximately 65 youth at Great Circle Butterfield 

Campus engaged with 4-H Fridays, a new initiative to 

reach underserved populations in Saline County

✓ 1,070 direct and indirect contacts were made through 

the SNAP-Ed

✓ Family Nutrition Programming reached 150

participants directly and 920 indirectly, with a

significant percentage being low income

✓ 21 Junior class high schoolers in Slater received a 

lesson on MyPlate and meal plan as a part of Life 

Skills Day in October

✓ Weekly Horticulture and Forage Livestock townhalls 

via Zoom, averaging 84 attendees and 158 views 

post event per session

✓ 9 Saline attendees at the MU Extension Tax Schools 

and 6 Saline attendees at the Farm Tax Workshops

Return on Investment
University System 95,745

Donations 1,400



Economic Opportunity

Family Nutrition Programming

In 2020, youth from Pre-school to 8th grade learned through kid-friendly, hands-on lessons and 

activities. Activities include opportunities for taste-testing healthy foods and practicing skills that lead to 

good health. Education for adults also includes nutrition, food safety, and physical activity, as well as 

food resource management. FNP efforts were led by Chandra Carey and Sue Robison.

The SNAP-Education or SNAP-Ed program brought $9,964,840.00 in federal funds to Missouri.

The funds support engagement with 723,461 Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program

Connecting Entrepreneurial Communities conference

Saline County had 2 participants attend this conference 
and learn how to expand their skills towards positive 
community development

Saline County had 1,070 direct and indirect contacts through SNAP-
Ed in 2020, with 150 direct participants in Nutrition programming

This first-time event brought together 

entrepreneurs, business leaders, economic 

development professionals, decision makers, 

and community champions to strengthen and 

broaden regional entrepreneurial networks. 

314 attendees from 28 states participated, 

and Missouri had the highest number of 

registrants with 93. Missouri hosted three 

sessions: Fostering Entrepreneurship in Your 

Community, Food Hub Growth Stories, and 

Leveraging Online Sales to Grow Your 

Business. Tracie Moore and Chelsea Corkins 

coordinated local efforts. 

In 2020, University of Missouri Extension hosted tax schools

designed for those who prepare taxes. The training included 

updates on the COVID-19 legislation, individual taxpayer 

issues, agricultural and natural resources topics, trusts and 

estates, and other tax related topics. 

Additionally, MU Extension taught Farm Tax Workshops for 

farm businesses to include new legislation, tax changes, 

legislation and court cases and additional ag issues. The 

purpose of the classes is to get information from the IRS to 

farmers so they can make decisions and be better prepared to 

work with their professional tax preparer.

MU Tax Schools and Farm Tax Workshop

(SNAP) recipients and eligible citizens of 

Missouri. 

Those who practice healthy eating and are 

physically active are more likely to contribute to 

a healthy labor force and enjoy a high quality of 

life throughout the lifespan, which reduces 

healthcare costs over the participant’s lifetime, 

saving taxpayer money in reduced public 

healthcare benefits and insurance premiums.  

Saline County had 9 attendees at the Tax 
Schools and 2 participants in the Farm Tax 
Workshops



Educational Access & Excellence

Embryology in the Classroom

The Embryology in the Classroom 4-H and 

Livestock program, lead locally by Heather Conrow 

and Chelsea Corkins, utilizes resources from the 

National 4-H and industry education initiatives. This 

3-week program provides local schools with

fertilized eggs, incubators, and curriculum. New in 

2020, 15-minute hands-on activities were provided 

directly by MU Extension which covered the daily 

development of the chick embryo, videos including 

the first heartbeat of the chick embryo still inside 

the shell, and an “Eggsploration” activity where 

students explore the parts and their function of an 

unfertilized egg, while labeling each on a 

worksheet. 

While programming was cut short in 2020 due to 

COVID-19, knowledge gained on how to virtually 

present this curriculum has led to innovative 

approaches in 2021 for even larger impact.

This training, lead locally by Saline Agronomy 

Specialist Dhruba Dhakal, educates crop 

producers for safe handling and application of 

restricted use pesticides. Participants learned 

about pest identification, economic thresholds 

and injury levels, emergency planning 

procedure and the environmental ramification of 

improper pesticide application. This help to 

protect and enhance natural resources and 

water quality in Saline County and the state of 

Missouri. 

Private Pesticide Applicator Training

4-H Live: Online Learning

Approximately 70 Saline youth from rural and town 
populations learned about egg development 

Within 72 hours of the University of Missouri Extension's suspension of in-person programming, 

Chelsea Corkins, Saline 4-H CES, developed and implemented 4-H Live: Online Learning, a 9-week 

virtual 4-H experience. This program crossed disciplinary lines with the help of four Saline Extension 

Specialists (Heather Conrow, Tracie Moore, Sue Robison, and Kathi Mecham), MU specialists 

beyond Saline, and multiple 4-H volunteers. With more than 30 adult and youth presenters, 4-H Live 

showcased rapid innovation and commitment to resilient youth education with quick and effective 

teamwork, and ultimately resulted in 45 diverse, hands-on videos with over 500,000 reaches and 

49,000 views throughout Missouri and the US. 

Saline Volunteer for 4-H Live showing youth around Missouri and 
the US how to safely cast while working on their aim using hula-
hoops as targets



Health & Well-being

Supporting Kinship Families

In Missouri, 119,854 (8.6%) children under 18 live in homes 

where householders are grandparents or other relatives. 

When Covid-19 hit Missouri and quarantines began, MU 

Extension, MU ParentLink and local community partners 

came together to provide education and support to kinship 

caregivers statewide. In 2020, the first virtual statewide 

Kinship support group meeting was held.  Since then, 33 

weekly support group meetings have been provided to 

approximately 938 participants from 32 counties in Missouri. 

Participants included kinship caregivers and foster parents, as 

well as community service providers and partners who 

support these families.

Creating Community in New Ways
“Family extends far beyond 

the immediate household. 

We all have different roles 

we fill and others are assign

to us.”- Building Strong Families 

(BSF) participant

Unprecedented times allowed the Human Development & Family 

Science Specialists to create new innovative ways to educate the 

individuals of Mid-Missouri. This year the HDFS field faculty 

collaborated with the Greater Missouri and Heart of America 

Alzheimer’s Association to provide programming statewide. 

Specialists provided presentations related Alzheimer’s and other 

dementia related to 10 warning signs, effective communication 

strategies, and dementia related

New in 2020, Missouri Food Finder MOFoodFinder.org was 

launched as a statewide online tool connecting consumers 

with local farmers who are grow and sell locally produced 

food.  The MO Food Finder gives location, dates, times 

and food products available. With the assistance of Sue

Robison and Chelsea Corkins, Saline County has 5 

producers registered on the site.

behaviors. Through 28 classes they were able to provide education to 471 participants statewide. 

Tina Edholm, Saline HDFS Specialist, joined the team in January 2020 and trained in 40+ programs 

including Mental Health First Aid, Focus on Kids, Taking Care of You, and many more. Over the 

last year, Tina has conducted in-person and zoom classes to reached over 1400 Mid-Missourians with 

2,234 hours of human development programming. 

Using Zoom technology, Tina worked with 159 individuals as they participated in Building Strong 

Families. Strengthening relationships and building upon family strengths improves the lives of low-

income families and enhance the well-being of children. 

Missouri Food Finder Connections

Saline Health and Nutrition Specialist receiving her certification 
in Chronic Disease and Diabetes Self Management

Kinship baskets utilize to promote and support MU 
Extension resources, particularly during COVID-19 

restrictions and needs



County highlights

Marshall Farmer’s Market

During the third Saturdays in July, August and 

September 2020, an Extension booth was set up at 

the Marshall Farmer’s Market. Pressure canner 

testing was offered, 4-H promotional materials were 

handed out, and one-page nutrition flyers with 

information on storing, preserving, and recipes were 

made available at the market. Saline Horticulture 

Specialist, Kathi Mecham, was also present to 

answer a wide-variety of questions from both

consumers and producers at the market.

Also promoted at the new MU Extension Seasonal 

and Simple app which gives additional recipes, food 

preservation and nutrition education.  Overall, 50-60

consumer and producer contacts were made through 

the above helpful information.   

MU Extension Ag specialist visited a pasture with weed issue in 
Saline County; identified weeds and suggested weed 
management options

The MU Extension table at the Marshall’s Farmer’s Market 
included 4-H, Nutrition, and Horticulture information for 

youth, adults, producers, and consumers

Extension office receives soil, plant and water 

samples from local people and send to soil 

testing lab. Field specialist in agronomy 

receives the test report and provide 

recommendation and interpretation to the 

clients. Specialists also visit crop, pasture, fruit 

and vegetable production farms to identify or 

diagnose the issues and provide research-

based management options to the client. Timely 

diagnosis of issues in the farm helps farmers to 

save their crops, increase farmer’s knowledge 

and awareness to adopt good agricultural 

practices (GAP). This helps to increase net farm 

income by increasing crop productivity and 

reducing production cost. The increased local 

economy in Saline county contributes to the 

better Missouri state’s economy.

Radio and Newspaper Media

In order to improve communications throughout Saline County and the Northwest and Central 

Missouri regions, Saline Specialists Kathi Mecham and Dhruba Dhakal spent 2020 expanding their 

radio and newspaper presence with monthly and quarterly reports to local media. Additionally, Saline 

County caught state-wide interest when Chelsea Corkins, along with the Saline County Fair 

Association, quickly innovated to allow a 4-H youth to compete in the Saline Fair and Premium Sale. 

This increase in local media presence has helped keep MU Extension connected to our county needs.

Soil, Plant, and Water Sample Tests, 
On-Site Farm Visits



County highlights

4-H Youth Development

Saline 4-H youth decorating her 2020 
Heit’s Point 4-H Camp shirt – a camp 

tradition included in the take-home bags 
and live evening activities.

8 Saline 4-Hers participated in virtual 
camp and 10 Clover Kids joined for their 

grab bag camp

Food and Nutrition

In October as part of Life skills Day, 21 

members of the Junior class at Slater High 

School received a lesson on MyPlate and meal 

planning. Students commented about the new 

format of the Nutrition Facts label and were 

surprised to know 60 minutes of 

Physical activity was still recommended for their 

age group, as most thought 30 minutes or less. 

Long range planning such as Healthy 

Concessions, planning a Zoned playground and 

workplace wellness are a few suggestions for

healthy school life that were presented in 2020

with hopes to implement some or all with the 

assistance of Sue Robison in 2021.

Saline County 4-H served over 250 youth through eight 

organized clubs, school enrichment, camps, and community 

activities during our 2019-2020 enrollment year. With COVID-19, 

Saline 4-H emphasized quality virtual or limited contact 

programming in order to keep youth and adult enrollment strong 

while keeping all members and staff safe.

For the second year in

a row, more than 25 

youth from Saline 

County 4-H participated 

at the Missouri State 

Fair. This group 

outscored all other 

counties and received 

the 2020 Overall 

Livestock Sweepstakes 

Award. 

Volunteers are the core of the 4-H program. They help to create, support, and deliver educational 

programs and experiences. Missouri 4-H volunteers report contributing on average of 100 hours per 

year to the program. Valuing their time at $27.20 per hour, the contribution of Saline County 4-H 

volunteers was nearly $136,000. More importantly, these individuals serve as role models and 

mentors for youth.  

In 2020, Saline 4-H youth enjoyed 

long-term educational experiences 

while learning life skills such as 

decision making, communication, and 

working with others with the guidance 

of more than 50 adult volunteers. 

In 2019-2020, some of the activities 

Saline County 4-H members

participated in were:

Missouri State & Saline County Fairs

Clover Kid Grab Bad Event

Virtual 4-H Summer Camp

Move Across Missouri

State Virtual Livestock Judging

Sheep and Goat Clinic

8 Saline 4-Hers attended the Sheep and Goat Clinic held in
collaboration with Heather Conrow and local veterinary volunteers 



County highlights


