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Dear Friends of the University of Missouri Extension, 

 

The University of Missouri faculty, staff and Saline County Council would like to thank the Saline 

County Commissioners for their continued support and funding for programming in 2018. Faculty, 

staff and county council remain committed to carrying out the University of Missouri’s land-grant  

mission lives, communities and economies by producing relevant, reliable and  responsive educational 

strategies that enhance access to the resources and research of the University of Missouri. 

MU Extension is a partnership of the University of Missouri campuses, Lincoln University, the People 

of Missouri through county extension councils, and the National Institute for Food and Agriculture of 

the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

This report is a brief overview of some of the educational programs conducted by extension Specialists 

for the citizens of Saline County. This annual report is not intended to give the full scope of all the   

activities in the county; instead providing information regarding the major programming efforts for the 

citizens of Saline County. 

We would like to thank all of our volunteers who make extension in Saline County a reality. Without 

their support, the Saline County Extension Center would not operate at its highest level. We look     

forward to 2019, as we strategically address a wide range of needs that fall into three grand challenges 

for the state of Missouri and Saline County: economic opportunity, educational excellence, and healthy 

futures. 

 

 

 

 

          Paul Crews                                                                                                            Kathi Mecham 

          Saline County Council Chair                                                                                County Program Director Horticulture Specialist 

 

 

University Of Missouri, Lincoln University, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Local Extension Council Cooperating 
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Educational Excellence 
4-H Clubs - Saline County 4-H clubs offer long-term educational experiences in 

which members learn life skills such as decision making, public speaking and  

working with others. Members learn by doing under the guidance of adult        

volunteers, who teach projects ranging from aerospace and arts to veterinary  

science and sport fishing. Clubs also involve children and teens in community  

service, camping and educational trips. 

4-H Leadership – Youth in 4-H engage as leaders from an early age.  It is not     

uncommon for youth to serve as club officers, countywide officers, or even     

leaders on the Regional and State level.   

NEW 4-H S.P.I.N. Club –– The first Saline County Special Internet 4-H club met In 

2018. The youth from the YMCA after school program in Marshall were part of 

Special Interest 4-H Club.  15 4-H SPIN members learned about science using basic 

cooking ingredients. and engaged in leadership development. 

4-H Shooting Sports - 4-H youth engage in shooting sports to learn safe handling 

of firearms/archery equipment, responsibility, and teamwork – plus it is a great 

way to compete!   

4-H’ers are twice as likely to go to college compared to their non 4-H peers and 

they tend to pursue careers in STEM fields (Lerner & Lerner, 2011).  In 2018     

Missouri 4-H connected 4,818 young people to University of Missouri campuses.  

Being on campus is a predictor of youth going onto higher education (Dalton & St. 

John, 2016). 

4-H connects youth to the MU Campus through leadership and competitive 

events. This connection with higher education has been shown to motivate youth 

to seek out higher education opportunities.  Youth who earn a bachelor’s degree 

increase annual earnings by $2 million over their lifetime (U.S. News and World 

Report, 2011). 

 4-H also prepares youth for the work place.  Youth must be prepared to live and 

work in a world we cannot completely envision – competing for jobs that do not 

yet exist, using technologies that have not yet been invented to solve problems 

that have yet to be identified.  4-H is the only youth development program with 

direct access to technological advances in  agriculture, life sciences, engineering, 

learning technologies and social sciences from the university system.  This brings 

relevant science content and hands-on learning . 

Chase Johnston Shows off his big catch! 

 

Jacob Hall (back row, right) , was selected 

State 4-H Vice President in June, 2018 at 

State Congress 

S.P.I.N. Club making slime and learning that  science 

is fun! 



Healthy Futures 

Family Nutrition Program (FNP)  

University of Missouri Extension’s Family Nutrition Program (FNP) reached 813 participants directly and 6,332 indirectly with nutrition     

education in Saline County during 2018. 

FNP provides information on nutrition, food safety, and physical activity for lifelong health and fitness by working with qualify ing 

schools, community groups and agencies. 

Youth from Pre-school to 8th grade learned through kid-friendly, hands-on lessons and activities. Activities include opportunities for taste-

testing healthy foods and practicing skills that lead to good health. Education for adults also includes nutrition, food safety, and physical 

activity, as well as food resource management.  

Tennille Manson, Nutrition Program Associates (NPA), serves Saline County. She goes into schools and other grant eligible locations and  
interacts with community members to help them make healthier choices and build healthy habits. She sees the difference the program 
makes in people’s lives.   

Success Stories by Tennille Manson: 
During one of the Healthy Change Workshop lessons at the Community Food Pantry, I was distributing the Better Living Cooking  Magazine 

that the University Of Missouri Extension publishes.  When I returned to this site after a couple of weeks I had a customer tell me that she 

loved the magazine!  She had made several of the recipes using the food she received from the food pantry.  She said that her favorite so far 

was the Broccoli, Ham and Potato Brunch Casserole.  She said that after she is finished with the magazine she is going to give it to a       

neighbor and then some family members so they can enjoy some of the recipes as well! 

Success Stories by former NPA Terra Treece: 
After teaching several lessons from Exploring the Food Groups, one of the Show Me Nutrition curricula I use for nutrition classes at schools, 

a student shared some exciting news. She said her mother made the Orange Velvet Smoothie recipe from one of the family newsletters  

students receive at the end of each of my lessons. I asked the student if she was going to try it the next time her mom made the smoothies 

and with a big grin on her face, she said “of course”! Family Newsletters are a great way to share nutrition outside of the classroom. 

 

Participants in FNP become more aware of nutrition, make healthier meal and snack choices, eat breakfast more often, are more willing to 

try new foods, increase their physical activity and in general make healthier food choices.  Those who practice healthy eating and   activity 

behaviors are more likely to enjoy a high quality of life as an adult and into old age. A healthy labor force is critical to attracting and keeping 

jobs in Missouri.  In addition, this important programming effort serves to reduce healthcare costs over the participant’s lifetime, saving 

taxpayers money in reduced public healthcare benefits and insurance premiums.   

 

FNP Contributes to our State and County  

The Family Nutrition Program (FNP) brought $9,449,699.00  in federal funds to the state of Missouri. 
These funds were used to provide education to 735,541 Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 

recipients and eligible citizens of Missouri. There were 2,932,390 educational contacts.  This year we had 

2,242,249 indirect educational contacts. Indirect contacts are reached through      newsletters, health 

fairs, food pantries and the Show Me Nutrition help line.  7,145 of these participants reside in Saline 

County.   



   

Economic Opportunity 

Agronomy Specialist, Dhruba Dhakal, offered agriculture programs in Saline County and across the region. Over 50 Saline County 

adult learners benefited from private pesticide applicator training, drought management meeting and soil sample test result        

interpretation. These, along with on-site farm visits, forage nitrate testing, insect, disease, herbicide injury  identification and       

diagnosis help Saline County producers to increase net farm economic return. 

Soil test analysis ensure proper soil and nutrient management to increase fertilizer efficiency and protect the environment. Nutrients 

applied at proper amount and time help to increase crop productivity, minimize environment degradation and maximize farm profit. 

 

Forage nitrate tests determine the nitrate content of the forage. Adopted rotational grazing and legume inter-seeding increased  

carrying capacity of pastures, improve animal daily gain and net farm profit. Timely diagnosis of insect, disease and nutrient          

deficiency helped farmers to save their crops 

Kathi Mecham, Horticulture Specialist for Saline County provides research based 

non-biased information and programs for both home and commercial horticulture. 

Kathi has visited often with Share Life Farm owners in Marshall. She worked with 

them to host an Organic Field Day with an MU graduate student and faculty from 

campus. Kathi provided information for the farm owners to plant species to       

encourage beneficial pollinator insects.  She also provided them with techniques 

for weed suppression.  

Kathi visited the Davis Farm in Nelson. She attended the Organic Field Days they 

hosted with MU faculty.  

Kathi interprets soil test samples submitted by Saline County residents and         

producers. She answers calls and makes home visits for garden, lawn, insect,      

disease, herbicide injury and tree concerns.  

Kathi also serves as the interim county program director for Saline County and 

works with the council, office staff, commissioners and community to improve the 

quality of life for citizens in Saline County.  



 
Sydnee Mason– Guest Speaker 

“ So tonight we say thank you to the parents, the teachers, 
the farmers, and the preachers who shaped these fine 
Century Farm Families, who continue to leave an 
incredible legacy on our community, and the industry.” 

Saline County Highlights 

Saline County Commission and Saline County Extension   
Council recognized two new Century Farm Families, the 
Schmidt Family and the Barr Family. The Schmidt Family farm 
was founded in 1908 and consists of  approx. 152-164 acres. 
The Schmidt Family farm was founded in 1910 and consisted 
of 228.88 acres.  

In the last 42 years, Saline County has recognized 183 families. 
To become a Century Farm, the family needs to have owned 
the farm for 100 consecutive years and have at least 40 acres 
of the original land.  

The guest speaker at the Recognition ceremony was Sydnee 
Mason, 2017-2918 Missouri State FFA Secretary and current 
student at the University of Missouri studying agricultural  
education and leadership. Sydnee spoke about heritage legacy 
and the impact they have on the community. 

Wood and Huston Bank was also recognized at the Recognition Ceremony 

as a Partner in Education, for their support in Saline County. The Partners 

in Education Award was started in 2006 to recognize the partnership and 

support of organizations and businesses in the community. Accepting the 

award was John Huston and family. 

Saline County Leaders Honor Roll recipients are recognized 

for outstanding community leaders who have excelled in    

supporting or co-teaching extension programs.  

Gerry and Kris Snapp have, combined, over 50 years of 4-H 

experience. Serving as project leaders,  Gerry leading as a  4-H 

specialist, Youth Specialist in shooting sports and wildlife 

identification. Kris was a Jr leader sponsor and ran the cook 

shack with 4-H leaders for many years. Gerry and Kris give so 

much to Saline County, working along  side  the University of 

Missouri Extension supporting each program and leader with 

their hard work, knowledge and wisdom. 

Above: The 

Schmidt Century 

Farm Family 

 

Right: Joe and 

Paula Barr,       

Century Farm 

Family 

Above: John Huston and Family Accept the Partners in     

Education Award. 

Below: Gerry and Kris Snapp Receive the Leaders Honor 

Roll Award 



Saline County Extension 

2019 Budget 
January through December 2019 

  
 Income 
 0200– Government Appropriations    39,000.00 
 0301– Fair Board           800.00 
 Total Income       39,800.00 
 Gross Profit       39,800.00 
 
 Expense 
 2700- Personnel Services-Salaries &Wages    26,500.00 
 2800- Non-Payroll (Intern)        1,000.00 
 3100- Travel          1,746.00 
 3600-  Postage          1,594.00 
 3700-  Telephone Service        1,400.00 
 3900-  Advertising            600.00 
 4400-  Rent/ Lease Equipment           840.00 
 4700-  Publishing/ Printing           400.00 
 5100-  Supplies/ Services        2,500.00 
 6800-  Insurance             520.00 
 7010-  Extension Council Elections           200.00 
 7200-  Furniture/ Equipment        2,500.00 
 Total Expenses        39,800.00 
 Net Income                 0.00 
 

 Kathi Mecham– Interim County 

Program Director and 

Horticulture  Specialist  

        (660) 886-6908 

 Michelle Johnston– Office 

Manager  (660)886-6908 

 Stephanie Gooden– Youth 

Program Associate 

 Eric Jackson– County 

Engagement Specialist in 4-H 

Youth Development 

 

 

 

 Heather Conrow– Field Specialist 

in Livestock 

       (660) 248-2272 

 Katie Neuner– Ag. Business 

Specialist (660)584-3658 

 Tennille Manson– Nutrition 

Program Associate(660)288-3239 

 Dhruba Dhakal, Phd– Agronomy 

Specialist (660) 288-3239 

 Jessica Trussell-Field Specialist in 

Human Development 

       (660) 646-0811 

 

 

 Kelly Asbury– Business 

Development (660)596-7350 

 Jim Crawford– Field Specialist in 

Agricultural Engineering  

      (660)744-6231 

 Penny Crawford– Regional 

Coord. FNP., NW Region 

      (816)632-7009 

 Connie Griffith-FNP Program 

Manager, NW Region 

      (816)632-7009 

 Joe Lear– Regional Director, NW     

Region (573)882-4554 

 

Financial Report 

Faculty and Staff Serving Saline County 


