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Who We Are

Faculty and staff

Dr. Jason Morris, PhD
Agriculture Business Specialist

Mary Russom
Office Manager

Tony Merkel
4-H Youth Program Associate

Veronica Taylor
Nutrition Program Associate

Sarah Denkler
SE Regional Director

Jennifer Williams
Engagement Specialist

John Fuller
Human Development Specialist

Emily Doosing
4-H Youth Development Specialist

Elizabeth Picking
Livestock Specialist

Traven Crocker
Horticulture Specialist

Kelley Brent
Nutrition & Health Specialist

**Not pictured: Haley Schwantz
Agronomy Specialist

Council Members

Warren Bland, Chairman
Jesse Roy, Jr., Vice-chairman
Tabitha Allen Secretary
Caleb Stewart, Treasurer
David Buxton

Ed Mobley

James Bland

Marilyn Smith

Nikki Johannsen

Kenny Freeman

Steve Smith

Ripley County Commissioners

Jesse Roy, IJr., Presiding Commissioner
Gary Emmons, Commissioner East District
Keith Whiteside, Commissioner West District
Michael Williams, County Clerk



Financials and more

Receipts and Expenditures 2024 Key Outcomes and Numbers

v 1282 direct contacts attended
Income University of Missouri Extension
County Appropriations 29,500 programs in 2024. An additional

594 people were contacted
indirectly in program area

Total Income 29,500 events.

v Programs attended by Ripley
Expenses county citizens in 2024 included:
Salaries/Benefits 20,955 Beef Production, Horticulture,
Travel 3,325 Integrated Pest Management,
Telephone 1,422 Master Gardener Programs,
Office Supplies/Service 1,752 Food Preservation, Matter of
Council Expense 500 Balance, Stay Strong / Stay
Insurance 1,914 Healthy, Missouri Grazing
Soil Test 1,345 School, Missouri Woodland
4-H 2,807 Steward, Women in Agriculture
Copier & equipment 2,124 Estate Planning, and Labor &

Workforce Development.

Total Expenses 36,144 v 112 licensed private applicators

in Ripley county.

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.

Extension Funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government.
Federal and state money, through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff
salaries, training costs, computers and communication equipment. County funds support he
local office, secretarial and youth assistant salaries, staff mileage and council expenses.

The Ripley County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to express our appreciation
to the Ripley County Commissioners for their continued support of extension programs.

Local Support

Did you know you can donate directly to Ripley County Extension with
a gift to be used immediately or as an endowment contribution for long
term efforts. Monies put into the endowment are left forever to earn
interest with the county office benefiting each year. You can also direct
your donation to a specific program such as 4-H or Master Gardeners.



County Highlights

Missouri Century Farm

In 1976, Missouri’s Centennial Farm
project awarded certificates to
persons owning farms that had been
in the same family for 100 years or
more. The MU College of
Agriculture, Food and Natural
Resources and MU Extension
planned a 10-year update in 1986
called the Century Farm program.
Since then, the program has been
an annual event, recognizing more
than 100 farms each year.

Three generations of the Kernodle
family have continued to carry on a
tradition of farming, a legacy which
began with 212 acres established in
1923 in west Ripley County.

Ripley County State Fair Family

The Bland Family was among those
honored during the 67" annual
Missouri Farm Family Day Aug. 12t
at the Missouri State Fair. The
Warren and Diane Bland Family
was selected as the Missouri County
Farm Family by University of
Missouri Extension and the local
Farm Bureau.









Missouri 4-H

Local Impact and Stories

Ripley County 4-H walking the infield Fire safety day at the 4-H building.
track and carrying the club banner at the
St. Louis Cardinals game.

Josie Kennon, 4H
Horse club member
wins 1st place buckle
at local saddle club
event.



Missouri 4-H

Local Impact and Stories

Bicycle Rodeo winners at the Ripley Labor Day Parade

County Fair
Ripley County 4-H and Farm Family
Float

Horsemanship Class
at the Ripley County
Fair



Missouri 4-H

Local Impact and Stories

Baylor Jackson’s market lamb Riley Johannsen was awarded the
1st year novice showman Grand Champion Steer and the Steer
Age 9 Largest Loin Eye Area.

Grand Champion
Junior Beef
Showmanship -
Audrey Braschler with
her heifer named
“Darla,” receiving the
Lavell Mobley
Memorial Best of
Show award.



4-H’ers are...

more likely to
give back to their
communities

choices

more likely to
participate in
STEM activities

U &

HANDS HEALTH

Educational
Access &
Excellence



AGRONOMY IMPACT - Haley Schwantz, Agronomist

Soil testing is a tool that producers in
Ripley County have access to use to
monitor fertility and pH levels for
forage and crop production. There
were 84 interpretations of soil test
reports by the Agronomy Field
Specialist for 2024.

Private Pesticide Applicator Trainings
certify crop producers for restricted use
pesticides. MU Extension provides
classes for these certification needs.
There were a total of 12 private
applicator trainings in Ripley County in
2024.

Missouri Agriculture contributes $93.7

billion annually to the economy.*
*Missouri Department of Agriculture 2024 Status Report

The 2024 Grazing School was held in Carter
County at the Beaver’s Teeth Restaurant in
Van Buren. This is a required training for cost
share programs for producers in Missouri and
have been conducted in the state since 1991.
This program aims to teach farmers the art and
science of grazing livestock.

The Carter County SWCD handled registrations
and funding for the event partnering with the
USDA, NRCS, MU Extension and Grasslands
Partnership. There were 12 attendees during the
program from July 26 — 28,




Rinley Gounty

Agriculture Business and Policy

Annie’s Project

A new program was delivered in the Southeast
Region which involved women in agriculture. More
than nine On My Own programs were scheduled
throughout the 18 county Southeast Region.

Grazing School

In conjunction with other Extension disciplines and
outside stake holders, Agriculture Business and
policy was involved in numerous Grazing School
programs offered in varying counties.

Ag Lenders Seminar

The Ag Lenders Seminar is a multi county
programming effort to educate those who work in the
field of agriculture finance and those who desire
knowledge. This program consists of marketing
outlooks, weather forecasts as well as past and
current trends related to farming.

Soil and Water Boards

Through state law, Extension serves on each county
Soil and Water Board. Through this service Ag
Business is heavily involved in farm and field days
as well as conferences.

Farm Lease Classes

Many questions related to farm leases from
producers and landlords are addressed yearly by
MU Extension agricultural business specialists. As a
relatively new program, several throughout
Southeast Missouri participated in this program on-
line and in-person. The two primary topics covered
were items in a lease and terminating a farm lease.
Estimates have 33 percent of farm leases in Missouri
are still oral and oral lease termination is
complicated and somewhat unique to the state. This
program continues to draw participants, and elderly
landowners appreciate the in-person option greatly.

Some questions and comments were:
“How can | get Dr. Evans to my farm?”
“Will and can he come back next year?”
“Why have we not done this before

Farm Tax Workshops

MU Extension hosted and taught Farm Tax Workshops
for farm businesses and farm and ranch families. The
content included Corporate Transparency Act, TCJA,
estate & gift tax sunset, conservation tax issues,
managing high/low-income years, Section 179 and
depreciation, sales & exchanges and retirement and
social security planning.

The online participants planned to take some action
before the end of the year. The planned actions
included: reviewing farm records (70%), meeting with tax
preparer before the end of the year (67%), communicate
with family members (50%) and fifty percent plan to
review resources before purchasing begins in 2025.

Other Highlights
Regional 4-H Ranch Sorting and Team Penning clinics
and summer long participation.

Beef Producers

One of the greatest impacts for 2024 was addressing
issues and needs which faced Southeast Missouri beef
producers. Extension and Ag Business hosted several
meetings throughout the year to educate producers
regarding weather conditions, marketing options,
financial directives and more. MU Extension was
involved in or participated in no less than eight cattle
related meetings.

2024 Program Highlight

Beef Producers at risk: For the second year in a row, |
invited Dr. Tim Evans, Assoc. Prof. & State Ext.
Specialist, Veterinary Medicine from MU, to help find
solutions facing local beef producers. In addition, Dr.
Evans presented at two cattlemen’s association
meetings. This year, we transversed five counties and
met with numerous producers. We have secured future
endeavors to host farm and field days. Originating from a
one county visit, this small project has grown into a
program encompassing many counties.




2024 Summary

Sarah Cope

Cooperative Feral Hog Outreach

Educator

573-469-2679
sarah.cope@missouri.edu

Serving Butler, Stoddard, Wayne, Carter, Ripley, Oregon, and Howell Counties

2024 Update:
It has been a busy year for the Missouri Feral Hog Elimination Partnership!

New equipment was offered to two of my counties (Wayne, and Butler) affected by
feral hogs and Wayne has received a payout for the purchase of a lime buggy
already. Equipment that was placed before 2024 in Carter, Ripley, Reynolds,
Oregon, Howell, and Wayne counties is still available for use. The equipmentis in
place for use free of charge to those with feral hog damage, the others are going to
be placed this coming spring. The equipment can also be rented for those wishing
to utilize the equipment for other projects and is managed by the local SWCD
offices.

Firm numbers are not yet available for 2024, however, there is a ballpark estimate
of around 5,000 feral hogs taken off the landscape in 2024, as numbers were
around 4,500 before the end of the year when aerial operations began.
Comparatively, elimination specialists removed 7,780 feral hogs in 2023.

Aerial operations began again in December and the MFHEP staff are busy locating
feral hogs and sending the coordinates to the helicopter for daytime aerial removal.
Aerial operations are planned through March with the USDA helicopter, as we have
done for the last few years.

In 2024 | attended numerous events & meetings in my counties, updating extension
councils, SWCDs, Farm Bureau, and others about the Partnership's activities and
progress throughout the year. Highlights include several Ag conferences, Ecology
Days, other natural resource events, and landowner meetings that | hosted.

| also contributed to many written publications for the Partnership throughout the
year and have been working with USDA by creating lesson plans that can be used
to meet state requirements for learning while educating high school students about
the importance of removing feral hogs from the landscape.

Looking at 2025

My goals for the new year include:

MFHEP Outreach Educators Jerry Richards,
Sarah Cope, and Kevin Crider attend Vienna
Beef Forage Conference.

MFHEP Outreach Educator Sarah Cope was a
featured speaker at the Ripley County Annual
Farm Bureau Dinner.

MFHEP display at O'Neal Elementary’s Ecology
Day in Butler County.

» Continuing to work closely with Farm Bureau and Missouri Cattlemen’s Association and building those relationships.

» Focusing on leads for absentee landowners in hot spots of feral hog activity.

« Continue to make more connections with landowners using targeted outreach strategies.

» Creating more written materials for publication to inform Missourians about feral hogs and the MFHEP.

I am worked diligently in the month of January with my fellow educators to ensure that the 2024 MFHEP Report is ready to be
distributed. Both of which | will be distributing to Partners over the next coming months and attending extension council meetings to

update the councils on operations statewide and local to their respective counties.

Please contact me for any details related to the program.



10 Sessions for
10 weeks
Starting September
18th at 1:30 pm

4-H Building Ripley County
Fairgrounds
142E-2A
Doniphan, MO 63935

This program is
designed for those

60 years and older

For more information
and requirements
call 573-996-4097

Keep Your Keys

MU Healthcare Outreach & Injury Prevention
developed a statewide program called Keep Your
Keys!

A program designed for the older driver aged 55+
The objectives of this course is to: keep drivers
safe and keep drivers on the road for as long as
safely possible

Over 1/3" were going to talk to their doctors about
the effects medication has on their driving ability or
keeping a record of the medication with them in
case of them being in an accident. A few even
recognized that it may be time to retire their keys.

Boost Your Brain and Memory
Alzheimer’s is predicted to be the
number one medical issue in the
world by the year 2050. This six-
session class discusses six areas to
have shown in reducing the risk of
some for of dementia

People that took the class have shared in
their surveys that before the class 29%
have done at least one thing to lower their
risk for Alzheimer's Disease? After the
course, 82% now report they are now
doing at least one thing to lower their risk
for Alzheimer’s.

Computer and Technology Classes
This has been a great response to a
need for the Southeast Region. From
learning how a Chromebook works to
understanding their phones better.
Thanks to a grant that Aging Matters
received. We were able to provide
these classes at no charge. In our
lectures and workshops,74.6%
reported to have learned a new skill.
In our courses, of those surveyed, 18
people before the class either agreed
or strongly agreed to be comfortable
with a computer. After the class, 32
people agreed or strongly agreed to
feeling comfortable with a computer.



Health and Human Sciences

SNAP Education

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
Education (SNAP-Education or SNAP-Ed) brought
$11,145,237 in federal funds to Missouri. The funds
support engagement with 74,864 Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program (SNAP) recipients and eligible
citizens of Missouri who learned about being active and
healthy eating on a budget. This year we had 1,164,143
indirect educational contacts through newsletters, health
fairs, food pantries, and the Show Me Nutrition helpline.

250 direct and indirect2,789 contacts were made

in Ripley County.

Participants in SNAP-Ed learn the importance of making
healthier meals and snack choices, eating breakfast more
often, are more willing to try new foods, increase their
physical activity, and make healthier food choices. Those
who practice healthy eating and are physically active are
more likely to contribute to a healthy labor force and
enjoy a high quality of life throughout the lifespan.

This vital programming effort also reduces healthcare
costs over the participant’s lifetime, saving taxpayer
money in reduced public healthcare benefits and
insurance premiums.

Success Story

| had one little boy in a kindergarten
class | taught at the beginning of the
year that has some sensory issues
with food and is VERY hesitant to try
any new foods. We did the story
“Space Mice” and tried different
kinds of cheese. He normally will
only eat cheese flavored crackers
and mac and cheese, no sliced or
string cheeses. Due to sensory
issues of my own, | do not force
anyone to try something they may
have that sort of issue with but this
day he decided he wanted to go
ahead and try anyway. He tried all
four types of cheese and did end up
liking one of them, mild cheddar.
His mother was very excited and
proud that he tried something new
due to our programming.

NPA Veronica Holley teaching second
grade Show Me Nutrition and doing Garden
Yoga at Doniphan R-1 School




This class uses the
fictional family pictured
above to demonstrate
the consequences of
not having an estate
plan.

Economic
Opportunity

Jennifer R. Williams taught an
estate planning class in Ripley
County to 15 adults, educating
them on the importance of
completing an estate plan.

“I was unaware of beneficiary deeds
in Missouri and will certainly execute
such when | update other
documents.”

““What’s the worst thing that could
happen’ is way worse than | ever
imagined!”



