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Educational Excellence
Ray County 4-H serves 520 youth
through 7 organized clubs, one SPIN
club, school enrichment, camps and
community activities. The county 4-H
clubs offer long-term educational experiences in which members learn
life skills such as decision making,
public speaking and working with
others. 4-H youths learned by doing
under the guidance of 116 adult volunteers, who teach projects ranging
from computer science and arts to
animal science and healthy living.
Clubs also involve youth in community service, camping and educational
trips.
Volunteers are the core of the 4-H
program. They help to create, support and deliver educational programs and experiences. Missouri 4-H
volunteers report contributing on average 100 hours per year to the program. Valuing their time at $24.14
per hour (Independent Sector, 2017),
the contribution of Ray County 4-H
volunteers was worth more than
$280,024
4H members and volunteers plant a Liberty Tree on the
Ray County Fairgrounds.

Healthy Futures
University of Missouri Extension’s Family
Nutrition Program (FNP) reached 99
participants directly and 132 indirectly with
nutrition education in Ray County during
2018 a significant percentage of which
were low income. FNP provides information
on nutrition, food safety, and physical
activity for lifelong health and fitness by
working with qualifying schools, community
groups and agencies.
Nutrition Program Associates (NPA’s) go into
schools and other grant eligible locations
and interact with community members to
help them make healthier choices and
build healthy habits. They see the difference
the program makes in people’s lives.
Youth from Pre-school to 8th grade learned
through kid-friendly, hands-on lessons and
activities. Activities include opportunities for
taste-testing healthy foods and practicing
skills that lead to good health. Education for
adults also includes nutrition, food safety,
and physical activity, as well as food
resource management.
The Family Nutrition Program (FNP) brought
$9,449,699.00 federal funds to the state of
Missouri. These funds were used to provide
nutrition education to 735,541 Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program recipients and
eligible citizens of Missouri. There were
2,932,390 educational contacts. This year
we had 2,242,249 indirect educational
contacts. Indirect contacts are reached
through newsletters, health fairs, food
pantries and the Show Me Nutrition help
line. 231 of these participants reside in Ray
County.
Participants in FNP become more aware of

NPA, Chandra Carey works with a group of kindergarteners at
Dear Elementary. Students learn how foods from the protein
food group help them grow big and strong. Chandra reads the
book ‘Green Eggs & Ham” by Dr. Seuss where students learn
that a food my look funny but still taste very yummy!

nutrition, make healthier meal and snack
choices, eat breakfast more often, are
more willing to try new foods, increase their
physical activity and in general make
healthier food choices. Those who practice
healthy eating and activity behaviors are
more likely to enjoy a high quality of life as
an adult and into old age. A healthy labor
force is critical to attracting and keeping
jobs in Missouri. In addition, this important
programming effort serves to reduce
healthcare costs over the participant’s
lifetime, saving taxpayers money in
reduced public healthcare benefits and
insurance premiums.

Economic Opportunity
Ray county experienced a historical drought in 2018.
Extension responded to cattle producers by offering
drought mitigation classes to cattle producers in the
region. Our extension office held a drought meeting
involving Jim Humphrey, livestock specialist, Wayne
Flanary, agronomist and Katie Neuner, Ag Business
specialist. This meeting gave producers recommendations on forage alternatives, culling cows and winter cover crops to extend the grazing season.
It has been said “good fences make
good neighbors”. Ray county Extension
provided Fence Law class to the citizens
of they county. This class was taught by
Joe Koenen, Ag Business specialist. Attendees learn about the 2 fence las in
the state, liabilities as a livestock owner,
and action that can be taken if a fence
is disputed between neighbors.

What participants are saying...
"Very good meeting. Very good information. I will be very cautious with herbicide

application."

Private Applicator training was provided in person by Agronomists Wayne Flanary and
Andy Luke. This training is also available at anytime via video at the extension office.
Participants who attend the class learn the proper application of pesticides in
accordance with Missouri Dept. of Ag regulations. Time was spent on proper tank
clean out, personal protective equipment and the importance of reading and
understanding chemical labels. This past year insurance liability was also discussed by
Katie Neuner, Ag Business specialist as we saw cases of dicamba drift on the rise in the
state of Missouri.

Ray County Highlights

The Stewart family of Rayville was among the families honored during the 60th annual Missouri Farm Family Day at
the Missouri State Fair. The Stewarts were selected by the University of Missouri Extension Council and the local
Farm Bureau. Stewart Family members Ashley and Zach are pictured with (left to right) Marshall Stewart, Vice
Chancellor for MU Extension; Blake Hurst, President of Missouri Farm Bureau, Samantha Nelson, MO State Fair
Queen, Nikki Whitehead, State Fair commissioner; Ted Sheppard, State Fair commissioner; Christine Chin, Director
of Missouri Dept. of Agriculture, and Christopher Daubert, Dean of MU College of Ag., Food and Natural
Resources. (Jodi Stewart, mother of Ashley and Zach, is not pictured.)

State Representative, Peggy McGaugh, and Ray County Presiding Commissioner, Gary Wilhite speak at the annual 4H
Banquet in November, 2018.

Financial Report
Ray County Extension Budget
2018 Income
Gifts
Course Fees
4-H fees
student fees
publication sales
Soil Test Fee
Other Fees (soil test postage)
Misc. Income
Total Income

$200.00
$25
$52.95
$130.00
$184.25
$828.50
$39.55
$6.44
$1,466.69

2018 Expenses
YPA Salary
Travel
Postage
Ads
Lease/Rent
Publishing/Printing
Supplies/Services
Professional Services
Soil Test Lab
Total Expenses

$1,048.46
$1,630.40
$301.43
$30.00
$74.00
$204.00
$343.55
$18.00
$556.70
$4,206.54

Net Operating Income

($2,546.87)

Faculty and Staff Serving Ray County





Pam Bullock-County Support
Staff
(816) 776-6961
Chandra Carey-Nutrition
Program Associate
(580)-227-6116
Jim Crawford– Field Specialist in
Agricultural Engineering
(660) 744-6231
Penny Crawford-Regional
Coordinator Food and Nutrition
Education Program (FNP)
(816) 632-7009







Jim Humphrey– Field Specialist
in Livestock
(816)-324-5667
Carmen DeHart– Business
Development
(816) 235-6428
Connie Griffith– FNP Program
Manager
(816) 632-7009
Eric Jackson– Field Specialist
in 4-H Youth Development
(816) 776-6961
Joe Lear– Regional Director







Travis Harper– Field Specialist in
Agronomy
(660)-885-5556
Kathi Mecham-Field Specialist in
Horticulture
(660)-542-1792
Katie Neuner—County
Engagement Specialist in
Agriculture and Environment
(816) 776-6961
Jessica Trussell-Field Specialist in
Human Development
(660) 646-0811

