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Who we are

Faculty and staff Council members

County commissioners

Joe Koenen
County Engagement Specialist in 
Ag & Natural Resources
Karrie Webb
4-H YPA
Annette Valentine
Secretary/Office Manager

Staff also serving Putnam County
Penny Kittle – County Engagement Specialist in 
4-H Youth Development
Valerie Tate – Field Specialist in Agronomy
Jenna Monnig – Field Specialist in Livestock
Jennifer Schutter – Field Specialist in 
Horticulture
Jerimiah Terrell- Field Specialist in Human 
Development
Lisa Doster – Field Specialist Community 
Economic Development 
Kent Shannon – Prof. Asst. Teac,  Field 
Specialist in Agriculture Engineering
Mary Smyser – NE Regional Coordinator in 
Food Nutrition Program
Anastasia Tiedemann – Business Development 
Specialist
Michael Krauch – NE Regional Director 

Nikki Hinkle - Chair

Amy Webb - Vice-chair

Cassey Overton - Secretary

Toni Hamilton- Treasurer

Shane Bradshaw - Commissioner

Kendra Carter - Member

Heather Simpson - Member
Amy Cullum - Member

Nevin Hamilton- Member

Justin Webb – Youth Member  

Shane Bradshaw - East End Commissioner

Robert Munden - Presiding Commissioner

Gerald Owings - West End Commissioner



Budget and more

Appropriations budget

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.
Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government. Federal and state 
money, through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, training costs, computers 
and communication equipment. County funds support the local office, secretarial and youth assistant 
salaries, staff mileage and council expenses.

The Putnam County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to express our appreciation to the 
Putnam County Commissioners for their continued support of extension programs.

Local Support
Did you know you can donate directly to Putnam County Extension with a gift 
to be used immediately or as an endowment contribution for long term 
efforts. Monies put into the endowment are left forever to earn interest with 
the county office benefiting each year. You can also direct your donation to a 
specific program such as 4-H or Master Gardeners.

Key outcomes and numbers
Income
County Appropriations 35,524
Fundraisers 2,620
Transfers from other accts. 7,871
Total Income 46,015

Expenses
Salaries/Benefits 43,601
Travel 724
Telephone 1135
Office Supplies/Service 329
Insurance 101
Capital Replacement 125
Total Expenses 46,015

 1,874 total educational contacts from MU  
Extension to residents of Putnam County.  

 167 contacts related to productive farming, 
better gardening and managing natural 
resources. 

 1,681 contacts related to healthy eating and 
aging, strengthening families, personal finance, 
or youth development.  

 26 contacts related to starting businesses, 
developing community leaders, or renewing the 
local economy.

 Joe assisted  many clients and government 
entities with information and applications for 
specific COVID related programs (CFAP, ARPA, 
etc.). 

 131 4-H participants and 25 youth and adult 
volunteers with valued time of $68,000.  

 16,347 people were served by university system

Return on Investment
University System 100,000
Donations 2,620
Program Revenue 4,927

Putnam County 



Health & Well-being

FNEP Program Assists Putnam County Residents 
The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Education (SNAP-Education or SNAP-Ed) brought 
$9,646,109 in federal funds to Missouri.  The funds support engagement with 485,010 Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) recipients and eligible citizens of Missouri.  There were 321,372 
direct educational contacts.  This year we had 1,383,799 indirect educational contacts through newsletters, 
health fairs, food pantries, and the Show Me Nutrition helpline.  

220 contacts were made in Putnam County.  

Participants in SNAP-Ed learn the importance of making healthier meals and snack choices, eating 
breakfast more often, are more willing to try new foods, increase their physical activity, and make healthier 
food choices.  Those who practice healthy eating and are physically active are more likely to contribute to a 
healthy labor force and enjoy a high quality of life throughout the lifespan. 
This vital programming effort also reduces healthcare costs over the participant’s lifetime, saving taxpayer 
money in reduced public healthcare benefits and insurance premiums.  

The Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program (EFNEP) brought $1,626,730 federal funds to 
Missouri.  These funds were used to enroll 796 limited-resource families in nutrition education and meal 
preparation classes, representing 2,847 family members. Additionally, 2,469 youth were enrolled in  
EFNEP classes. 

25 of these youth participants reside in Putnam County.  

Participants in EFNEP learn the importance of making healthier meals and snack choices, eating breakfast 
more often, trying new foods, increasing their physical activity, and making healthier food choices.  Those 
who practice healthy eating and are physically active are more likely to contribute to a healthy labor force 
and enjoy a high quality of life throughout the lifespan. 
This vital programming effort also reduces healthcare costs over the participant’s lifetime, saving taxpayer 
money in reduced public healthcare benefits and insurance premiums.  

Right: Karrie Webb did 
a SNAC summer 
program working with 
kids on soccer. Soccer 
is a great way to get 
more physical activity 
and a fun way for kids 
to lean. It is part of the 
EFNEP program 
discussed above. 



County highlights

Putnam County 4-H 

The COVID virus continued to affect Putnam 
County 4-H and the extension office in 2021. Karrie 
Webb worked hard to invigorate the program until 
she resigned for personal reasons in December.  
During 2021 more in-person meetings and 
programs helped ease the stress on those involved 
in 4-H. Over 100 4-H members were enrolled in 
2021. 

Early in 2021 due to a poor fair year in 2020, 
premiums for 4-H/FFA kids and the open shows 
were discussed along with the higher cost of 
fairground improvements. Thirty-one persons 
attended a special meeting in the spring to discuss 
premiums and how the fair board might proceed. 
4-H agreed to try a fundraiser to help with their 
premiums which was not overly successful.  

4-H Achievement Day was held in person in July 
with 82 persons attending in-person which was a 
good crowd. Projects are judged and state fair items 
other than livestock are selected. 

The Putnam County Fair turned out very 
successful in 2021 and 4-H and FFA kids showed 
their animals which is still a big part of the fair. 
Below are just 2 pictures from the 2021 Putnam 
County Fair. 

Above: The Midway 4-H Club and its members 
tour a greenhouse owned by Kelly and Robbie 
Valentine. Greenhouses such as this one allows 
producers to grow vegetables earlier in the spring 
and they can sell at farmer’s markets and 
interested institutions. 4-H allows kids to learn 
about new things, help in their community and get 
leadership training and lifelong skills.  

Below:  4-H member Scout Van Genderen shows 
her calf at the PC fair. It takes hard work to raise 
and care for their animals.   

Below: One class of the sheep show during the 
Putnam County Fair. The 2021 fair was very 
successful and the Livestock Sale was very good 
also.  



County highlights

Putnam County  Extension Council  

The Putnam County Extension Council is an 
elected and appointed body of citizens that oversee 
and direct the extension program in the county. Due 
to COVID, 2021 was a challenging year for 
programming but as you can see on page __, the 
office continued to serve the citizens of our county. 

4-H numbers continued strong and some 
programs continued in person (boards training, etc.) 
which are highlighted in this report. In addition, the 
council (along with 4-H) helps raise funds for the 
program to operate. In 2021, between our Krispy 
Kreme and dessert fundraiser during the fair, the 
council raised around $10,000 for office expenses. 
We appreciate everyone who helped or supported 
our efforts.   

Above: Putnam County Clerk Crystal Perkins 
swears in new and re-elected Putnam County 
Extension Council members. From left to right are 
Crystal, Toni Hamilton, Heather Simpson, Kendra 
Carter, Amy Cullum and Cassie Overton. The 
council provides guidance and input on the 
extension programs in the county. Nevin Hamilton 
is not pictured here.    

Left: Retiring council members Machelle 
Rinehart, Katie Gadberry and Ashley Ingersoll. 
They help provide leadership to the council for 
over 4 years and continue to help out when 
needed. We appreciate their great work!  

Thanks to our Extension Council 
members and other volunteers for all 
you do! 



County highlights

Public Board Training 

Fifteen (15) people attended the Serving on Public Boards training held 
online and in-person in Unionville in early November. The program assists 
making public board members more educated on the Sunshine Law and their 
responsibilities as a board member. Topics included financial responsibilities, 
board policies, how to handle Sunshine Law requests and University 
Extension resources for boards among others. All the attended would 
recommend this program to others with ratings of good and excellent. 
Knowledge gained on a 5-point Likert scale was:  

before               after 
Understand the Sunshine Law better 2.92 4.54 
Can make board mtgs run better 3.38                 4.69
Importance of written policies and by-laws    3.46                 4.69 
know about MU Extension board resources 2.61                 4.38
Know our fiscal responsibilities as a member 3.15 4.46 

Thus the knowledge gained by attending this program was significant. More 
educated board members help make sure that their public boards run 
smoother and follow the laws closely. The impact to the public is less 
concerns about what a board is doing and leads to less Sunshine law violation 
complaints filed. A program for township boards is being planned for 2022.   

Above: Several persons representing multiple Putnam County boards 
listen to the “Serving on Public Boards” training program held in 
November at the Putnam County Library. The program was held later 
than usual in 2021 due to COVID.  



County highlights

Putnam County Century Farms 

The Missouri Century Farm program began in 1976 as a part 
of the bicentennial and has continued to recognize Missouri 
farms that have been in the same family for 100 years or more. 
In 2021 we were fortunate to be able to honor 2 family farms in 
Putnam County. They are the Jasper/Clifford Brown farm and 
the Smith/Miller farm. The Brown farm is located in the east 
end of Putnam County while the Smith/Miller farm is located 
south of Unionville.

In 1976, the bicentennial year, 31 farms in Putnam County 
were recognized. Including these 2 farms in 2021, 51 Putnam 
County farms have been honored as Missouri Century farms 
over the years. It is a great honor to the farms and generations 
here in our county. 

To qualify to become a century farm, you must own 40 acres 
or more that has come down thru at least 100 years in the 
same family that still contributes to the farm income in some 
way. To learn more or to ask about applying, contact our office.   Karrie Webb New YPA

Above: Clifford Brown holding his 
Missouri Century Farm sign. Clifford 
and his family have been very 
supportive of Extension thru the 
years. 

Left: The Smith/Miller family 
accepting their Century Farm sign 
and certificate. 4 generations are 
represented in the picture. The 
younger generation is in the process 
of moving back to Putnam County in 
2022. 



County highlights

Agronomy Report
Submitted by Valerie Tate – Agronomist  housed in 
Linn County serving Putnam County
In order for producers of agricultural commodities to 
purchase or apply restricted-use pesticides on property 
owned by them or their employer, or rent without 
compensation other than the trading of services between 
producers of agricultural commodities, they must have a 
private pesticide applicator license. This includes farmers, 
ranchers, vineyardists, plant propagators, Christmas tree 
growers, aquaculturalists, floriculturists, orchardists, 
foresters, sod producers, or other comparable persons. 

Pesticide applicator training helps reduce the harmful 
effects of improper pesticide use. There are two 
categories of applicators in Missouri, private applicators 
and commercial applicators. Restricted-use pesticides are 
classified as such because without additional training they 
pose a risk to people, animals or the environment.

During the training, participants learn about safe handling 
of pesticides, proper mixing, calibration techniques, 
environmental ramifications of improper mixing or 
careless application, chemical breakdown of pesticides in 
the environment, what records are needed, pesticide 
formulations, personal protective wear and how to clean 
it, pesticide storage, common Missouri pests, and 
integrated pest management (IPM) techniques.

The license must be renewed every five years. In 2021 
there were three options to renew a license or to obtain 
certification. Field Specialists in Agronomy held training 
sessions via Zoom every week. Anyone could join these 
meetings from their home computer. A second option for 
farmers who were not able to attend one of the Zoom 
trainings, was to complete a study guide using the Private 
Pesticide Applicator Training Manual. Face to face events 
were held as well.

During 2021, 7 agricultural producers in Putnam County 
were trained and licensed to purchase and apply 
restricted use pesticides.

Submitted by Jennifer Schutter– Horticulturist  housed in 
Adair County serving Putnam County

Garden Talk Newsletter
Forty people from Putnam County receive the Garden Talk 
newsletter each month informing them of timely gardening tips 
and other important gardening information. The newsletter also 
includes upcoming horticulture programs and activities. Some 
residents receive it electronically. 
Online/Zoom Horticulture Programming

Throughout the year, MU Extension offered many horticulture 
programs online or by Zoom that Putnam county residents 
participated in. Some of these included: Horticulture Town Halls, 
Growing the Missouri Lavender Industry; Garden Soils and 
Winterizing the Landscape; Master Gardener mini-conference, 
and many more. 
Consultations:
Throughout the year, citizens of Putnam County receive 
information and advice on various gardening questions, to help 
them make more informed choices about their vegetable 
gardens, flower gardens, fruit trees, soils, lawns and landscapes. 
Horticulture Program:
In October, the 12 members of the Unionville Garden Club were 
presented with a horticulture program on “Improving Garden Soil 
and Using Pesticides Wisely. 

Horticulture Report

Above: A properly trained and clothed private 
pesticide sprayer can protect themselves and help 
the environment. 



County highlights

Extension in Putnam County – helping improve lives 

Cattle Artificial Insemination School

Jenna Monnig, livestock specialist, trained 2 local 
cattle producers to artificially inseminate cattle 
through two AI schools held at the MU Thompson 
Research Center in November and December. AI 
has been growing in popularity in the beef industry 
for the last several years and there is a shortage of 
trained technicians in the area. Hopefully, these 
schools will help combat the shortage as producers 
become trained to perform AI themselves. AI 
Schools will continue to be taught at the research 
center each year.

Above: The Managed Intensive Grazing Schools          
(MIG) include participants going to a farm to 
check out forage species and get and idea how to 
manage a grazing system in “real life”.  

Management Intensive Grazing School held in person  

Nineteen individuals (including 3 from Putnam County) attended a two-day management intensive grazing 
school held in Glenwood at the Schuyler County Community Center on June 11th and 12th. This was the first 
school held face-to-face since COVID.

Topics for the school were: The Art and Science of MIG, Inventory: Evaluating the Resources, Soil Structure, 
Function, and Fertility, Plant Growth, Forage quality, and Persistence, Animal Nutrition, Matching Forages and 
Animals: Yield Distribution, Matching Forages and Animals: Animal Requirements, Watering Systems, Fencing, 
Layout and Design, Grazing Economics, Grazier’s Arithmetic, and Gary and Grant Stump farm tour.  

Producers interested in implementing a management intensive grazing system learned how to tie all the 
classroom information to practical use with on-farm exercises and demonstrations. By attending an MU 
Extension management intensive grazing school, producers are equipped with the tools to develop a grazing 
system for their own farm.  They now know the resources that are available to them and are eligible for SWCD 
cost share to implement it. Cost share provides an incentive so grazing land is less likely to be converted to 
crop land, thus conserving soil.  MIG systems provide more pounds of meat production on the same amount 
of acres so the producer has more product to sell and consumers have more meat available to them.



2022 UM Systemwide Impact Data Sheets

Putnam County

UM System Footprint in the county in 2021

Missouri S&T

• 1 student
• 2 alumni
• 0 employees

FY21 county students

17students
• 14Undergraduates
• 3 Graduate and professional students
• 9 Full-time students
• 8 Part-time students

County employees and  
retirees

7people employed by UM
• 5 Campuses
• 2 MU Health Care

0 UM retirees and beneficiaries 
UM salary and retirement income:
$266,312
UM state tax revenue: $9,084 
UM federal tax revenue: $43,409

County alumni

Selected school alumni
• 4 Nursing
• 2 Health Professions
• 2 Dentistry
• 3 Veterinary Medicine
• 31Agriculture
• 6 Engineering
• 3 Law

Alumni teaching K-12
• 6 teachers
• 10.9% of all district teachers

County breakdown

MU

• 13students
• 75 alumni
• 4 employees

UMKC

• 3 students
• 9 alumni
• 1employee

UMSL

• 0 students
• 4 alumni
• 0 employees

County properties and  
offices

MU Extension in: Putnam County

County population: 4,781

County services provided

Health care (FY21)
• 338 in-state patients seen at MU  

Health Care, with $230,626 of  
uncompensated care

• MU Health Care's Missouri Telehealth 
Network recorded 87 visits to patients  
having a ZIP code associated with the  
county

Extension (2020)
• 1,874Total educational contacts from 

MU Extension to residents of the 
county, including:

• 167 contacts related to productive 
farming, better gardening, and 
managing natural resources

• 1,681contacts related to healthy  
eating and aging, strengthening 
families, personal finance, or youth 
development

• 26 contacts related to starting  
businesses, developing community  
leaders, or renewing the local 
economy

Page 12 of 2
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For more information, go to: community.umsystem.edu/impact-report
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2021UM Systemwide Impact Data Sheets

Putnam County

UM System Statewide Footprint

Economic and Community Development Highlights
• In 2019, Business Development Specialists worked with small 

businesses and entrepreneurs statewide to create or retain 
54,494 jobs.

For every dollar invested from 2015 to 2017, the MU 
Extension Business Development Program has 
returned $120 in economic impact for its clients by  
increasing sales more than $1.19 billion. For a  total 
impact of $2.7 billion, the program has generated more 
than 29,000 jobs and attracted nearly $347 million in 
capital investments and $1.17 billion in government 
contracts.

• Between FY15and FY20, UM System brought Missouri more than
$1.27billion in federal and private research funds, funded  
primarily from outside the state but spent within the state.

In FY21, UM System was issued 30 patents and filed 60 
new U.S. patent applications.

• In FY21, the UM System awarded 722 design and construction 
project contracts throughout Missouri, for a total investment of
$132.0million in the state.

In FY21, MU Health Care’s Missouri Telehealth Network 
Show-Me ECHO Program participated in 24,400 hours  
of case-based discussions with 3,017community  
providers located in underserved areas in the City of St 
Louis and 111 of the 114Missouri counties.

Education and Training Provided

50,604 police, fire 
fighters, and medical  

professionals 
attending continuing  

education (2020)

Agriculture and 
natural resource 
programs served  

147,623farmers and  
related businesses 

(2020)

295,444 youth and  
stakeholder 

educational contacts 
in 4-H clubs, schools, 

camps and other 
programs (2020)

Education Highlights
FY21FinancialAid Awards

In FY21,71.1%of the UM System’s 78,208 students received financial 
aid totaling $923 million

MU UMKC

UMSL

UM System’s MOREnet (Missouri Research and 
Education Network) provides internet connectivity, 
access, support and training to 57 higher education 
institutions (250,187 students), 491 K-12 school districts 
(850,000 students) and 136 public libraries (serving 
nearly 3 million Missourians) in 2020.

• UM System awarded 50.4% of the 30,932 Bachelor’s or higher
degrees awarded by Missouri four-year public institutions in
2020-21.

• UM System awarded 39.2% of the 1,897 research doctorates and
26.4% of the 3,606 professional doctorates awarded by Missouri
public and not-for-profit private institutions in 2020-21.

• In 2021, UM System’s $22.5 million in National Science Foundation 
(NSF) grants represented 84.1% of all NSF grants made to Missouri 
public colleges and universities.

Supporting the University of Missouri is an investment in the future of Missouri.

The university advances Missouri citizens and communities through its mission of teaching, research, public 
service, and economic development across our four campuses and University of Missouri Extension.

Prepared in December 2021, based on the best available and most recent data. Data Sources include: Missouri 
Office of Administration •UM IR •Office of Social and Economic Data Analysis (OSEDA) •Center for Applied 
Research and Engagement Systems (CARES) •MU •UMKC •Missouri S&T •UMSL •UM System •UM Health Care
•MU Extension •US Census Bureau •US Dept. of Health and Human Services •National Science Foundation

27,882 $494.9M
students receiving financial aid awarded  

financial aid

11,441 $197.4M
students receiving financial aid awarded  

financial aid

Missouri S&T

7,121 $121.6M
students receiving financial aid awarded  

financial aid

9,184 $109M
students receiving financial aid awarded  

financial aid
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