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Dear Friends:
MU Extension is the University of Missouri’s classroom in Putnam County. We connect people to research
based education to enrich the quality of life and enhance the economic well-being of our communities.
MU Extension also partners with local organizations to provide education, information and services that meet
people’s needs. The elected and appointed members of the Putnam County Extension Council provide
guidance in identifying those needs to ensure that our educational programs are relevant,
reliable and responsive.

•The Coronavirus had a major impact on the nation and on Putnam County in 2020. Putnam County MU
Extension kept businesses and farmers informed on the government programs available to them and how to
apply for them. Through paper columns, phone calls, emails and texts the Extension staff continued to work
to keep county citizens up to date on promotions and answer questions they had related to the county Covid19 funds that were available to them. We also utilized Zoom for meetings for several county boards and for
our monthly Extension Council meetings to help maintain the health of our county. We used a new way of
learning in 2020.

•Agriculture remains to be Putnam County’s largest industry and Putnam County Extension assisted
producers in several ways. The Missouri Livestock Symposium continues to bring current information to
producers. Private pesticide applicator training, farm tax schools, and horticulture workshops are examples
of other ag programs provided to improve profitability for Putnam County producers.

•Studies consistently demonstrate that 4-H program participants are more likely to go to college, enjoying
increased financial success, and become better, more productive citizens. 4-H in Putnam County remains
very strong with enrollment one of the highest in rural Northeast Missouri. 4-H also does community
betterment projects and service in our county. We hired a new 4-H Youth Program Associate and anticipate
the 4-H program to continue to flourish.
Whether it’s resources for yourself or your family farm, business or community, we invite you to explore our
website https://extension2.missouri.edu/counties/putnam, email us at putnamco@missouri.edu, or call the
office to learn how we can help you.
Thank you for continuing to make University of Missouri Extension relevant and successful in Putnam
County. This annual report outlines the success MU Extension has had in Putnam County during 2020. We
want to extend a special thank you to the Putnam County Commission for their continued support of our MU
Extension office. We would also like to thank all of our volunteers, partners and stakeholders who continue
to support or efforts in extension. When you support University of Missouri Extension, Putnam County
benefits as well as the state of Missouri.

Machelle Rinehart
Extension Council Chair

Ashley Ingersoll
Extension Council Secretary

Joe Koenen
CES in Ag Business

University of Missouri, Lincoln University, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Local University Extension Councils Cooperating
University of Missouri Extension provides equal opportunity to all participants in extension programs and activities, and for all employees and
applicants for employment on the basis of their demonstrated ability and competence without discrimination on the basis of their race, color, religion,
national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, genetics information, disability or status as a protected veteran.

Who we are
Faculty and staff

Council members
Machelle Rinehart - Chair
Katie Gadberry - Vice-chair

Ashley Ingersoll - Secretary
Nikki Hinkle - Treasurer
Shane Bradshaw - Commissioner
Amy Webb -Member
Cassey Overton - Member
Kendra Carter - Member
Joe Koenen
County Engagement Specialist in

Heather Simpson - Member

Ag & Natural Resources
Karrie Webb
4-H YPA
Annette Valentine
Secretary/Office Manager
Staff also serving Putnam County
Penny Kittle – County Engagement
Specialist in 4-H Youth Development
Valerie Tate – Field Specialist in Agronomy

Jenna Monig – Field Specialist in Livestock
Jennifer Schutter – Field Specialist in
Horticulture
Jerimiah Terrell- Field Specialist in Human
Development

County commissioners

Lisa Doster – Field Specialist Community
Economic Development

Shane Bradshaw - East End Commissioner

Kent Shannon – Prof. Asst. Teac, Field
Specialist in Agriculture Engineering

Robert Munden - Presiding Commissioner

Mary Smyser – NE Regional Coordinator in
Food Nutrition Program

Gerald Owings - West End Commissioner

Anastasia Tiedemann – Business
Development Specialist
Michael Krautch – NE Regional Director

Budget and more
Appropriations budget

Key outcomes and numbers

Income
County Appropriations
Fundraisers
Transfers from other accts.
Total Income

35,000
7,500
5,166
47,666

Expenses
Salaries/Benefits
Travel
Telephone
Office Supplies/Service
Insurance
Capital Replacement
Total Expenses

45,276
808
708
482
101
291
47,666

Return on Investment
University System
Donations
Program Revenue

100,000
7,786
3,975

✓ 1,721 total educational contacts from MU
Extension to residents of Putnam County.
✓ 385 contacts related to productive farming,
better gardening and managing natural
resources.
✓ 1,402 contacts related to healthy eating and
aging, strengthening families, personal finance,
or youth development.
✓ 33 contacts related to starting businesses,
developing community leaders, or renewing the
local economy.
✓ Joe assisted more that 75 clients with
information and applications for specific COVID
related programs (PPP, EIDL, CFAP).
✓ 131 4-H participants and 25 youth and adult
volunteers with valued time of $68,000.
✓ 16,347 people were served by university system

Putnam County
MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.
Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government. Federal and state
money, through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, training costs, computers
and communication equipment. County funds support the local office, secretarial and youth assistant
salaries, staff mileage and council expenses.
The Putnam County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to express our appreciation to the
Putnam County Commissioners for their continued support of extension programs.

Local Support
Did you know you can donate directly to Putnam County Extension with a gift
to be used immediately or as an endowment contribution for long term
efforts. Monies put into the endowment are left forever to earn interest with
the county office benefiting each year. You can also direct your donation to a
specific program such as 4-H or Master Gardeners.

Health & Well-being
Covid-19 Pandemic hits Missouri and Putnam County
PUTNAM COUNTY
The Putnam County Health Department reported for the year 2020 that they have dedicated
approximately 2,423 hours to COVID-19 from February- December
Putnam County has had a total of 378 lab positive persons (that we were notified of). Several were
positive but never tested.
We experienced 79% of our cases in the months of November & December with the majority of
our Covid-19 cases were of children 11-20 years of age.

Masks become mandatory during Covid-19 Pandemic

Masks are being worn in Putnam County and in our Extension office. We have had several
people bring back their sewing talents to make homemade masks as they were very hard to
locate any locally in the beginning of the pandemic. Kelly Valentine donated $200 towards
the Putnam County 4-H program with her sewing talents with several of them being made out
of 4-H material and also some farm material.

County highlights
Putnam County 4-H
The Putnam County extension office welcomed a new
employee in 2020 as Karrie Webb started in January. Karrie
has a long 4-H family background with Karrie herself being a
member for 10 years. Karrie believes in the responsibility and
leadership skills that 4-H allows kids, she calls them lifelong
skills that will help 4-H youth navigate through life and
overcome adversity. In her free time, Karrie enjoys the show
cattle business and capturing rural America with her
photography skills. She spends countless hours working on
her AI program for the show cattle, mating the perfect cow/bull
combinations in hopes of breeding the next state fair champion.
Karrie is the daughter of Tom and Gloria Klingner and is known
as “Auntie” Aunt Karrie by several nieces and nephews that
she hopes to groom for a future in agriculture. Karrie said her
goal is to foster an atmosphere that allows 4-H youth to pursue
what sets their soul on fire, the sky is the limit if they just
believe in themselves and work hard. Be a Rocky Balboa in
life, no matter how hard you get knocked down you have to get
up and keep fighting!

Karrie Webb New YPA

Dylan Hamilton does a demonstration at
the Lucerne 4-H Club meeting

Submitted by Karrie Webb, YPA Putnam County
Putnam County 4-H moved through 2020 even with the challenges related to Covid-19. It was a trying year
for the six 4-H Clubs and their leaders due to the fact that they had to adjust club meetings due to no in
person contact for a few months so several meetings were held on Zoom. Achievement Day and the Putnam
County Fair were held and we had a very good attendance at each. We had over 100 4-H members attend
Achievement day that is held in July at the 4-H Bldg. as well as a good attendance at the Lucerne Stock
Show and the Putnam County Fair. Most counties were not able to hold their fairs due to the
pandemic but fortunately held both fairs without any spike in Covid-19 numbers. We were able to have over
100 members complete the 4-H year and most have re-enrolled for the 2021 4-H year. We feel grateful
that our numbers have not dropped due to the pandemic. 4-H provides activity, service, and leadership skills
for kids from ages 5-18.

County highlights
Agronomy Report
Submitted by Valerie Tate – Agronomist housed in Linn
County serving Putnam County
Soil testing is a valuable tool for famers. It is a process
used to estimate the ability of the soil to support plant
growth. Soil samples submitted to the University of
Missouri Soil Testing Lab are analyzed for soil pH and soil
nutrients including phosphorus, potassium, calcium and
magnesium. Soil can also be tested for micronutrients
including sulfur, zinc, manganese, iron and copper.

The objectives of the MU Soil Testing Lab are: to help
farmers make effective use of fertilizer to increase their
financial returns; benefit society with improved
environment and water quality through efficient use of
fertilizer on farms, lawns and gardens; and to ensure
public and private labs are providing reliable and quality
soil test results to the citizens of Missouri.
University of Missouri Soil Testing Lab ensures Missouri
farmers are efficiently using the plant nutrients which are
applied to agricultural fields by providing unbiased,
research-based fertilizer and limestone recommendations
based on soil fertility analysis. This is a cost-effective way
to determine if adequate fertilizer is being applied to
obtain the yield goals set by the farmer without applying
excess fertilizer which is not only costly, but can be
damaging to the environment. In 2020 there were 92 soil
samples from Putnam County analyzed by the MU Soil
Testing Lab. The results were reviewed by Valerie Tate
and sent to clients along with printed information about
interpretation of the results and recommendations.

Horticulture Report
Submitted by Jennifer Schutter– Horticulturist
housed in Adair County serving Putnam County
56 people from Putnam County receive the Garden
Talk newsletter each month informing them of timely
gardening tips and other important gardening
information. The newsletter also includes upcoming
horticulture programs and activities.

Agriculture Report

2020 has provided challenges on many levels and the 21st annual Missouri Livestock Symposium adapted to
meet those challenges. It would have been easier to cancel the event entirely, but the committee is dedicated
to addressing the challenges of Missouri farmers and ranchers as we have for the last two decades. The 2020
Missouri Livestock Symposium moved to a virtual platform and has featured nationally known speakers on a
variety of topics. For access to all of the 2020 content visit Missourilivestock.com.
The MLS involves a 20 member all volunteer planning committee contributing approximately 672 hours
annually to planning and another 293 hours for event implementation.

County highlights
Extension in Putnam County – helping improve lives
Market on the Square in a COVID year
This year was unique and the “Market on the
Square” proved to be no different. The annual
meeting and follow-up meeting was held via
zoom with 22 attending the two meetings that
way. The market chose to open late and social
distance and follow our health department
rules. The market was moved to the Unionville
square a few years ago and it has grown
since. Over 30 vendors participated in the
market in 2020 with over $30,000 in gross
sales. This not only helps local farm/value
added businesses but provides an economic
boost to the city and county. At least one
business owner has been vocal about the
positive impact the market has on her
business.

Several “Market on the Square” vendors displaying
their wide variety of produce and goods for customers
at the market. It runs every Saturday morning from 7
to 11 am from May 1st to the end of October with
special events planned at least once per month and
live music at times.

Putnam County Fair held during a Pandemic with lots of Rain
The Putnam County Fair was held September 8-12, 2020 The attendance was down due to the
Covid-19 Pandemic that has hit our county during the summer months. We had about 6 inches of
rain during the week so many events were cancelled luckily most 4-H/FFA Livestock shows were
able to be held.

Dairy Goat Show

Rabbit Show

Beef Show

Sheep Show

Master Showmanship

County highlights

