UNIVERSITY OF MISSOURI EXTENSION

Pulaski County
2024 Annual Report

300 Historic Rt. 66E
STE 208F
Waynesville, MO 65583
573-774-4766



Vice Chancellor’s Office
108 Whitten Hall

Columbia, MO 65211

PHONE 573-882-2394

EMAIL cchiggins@missouri.edu

December 2024
Dear county commissioners, elected leaders and friends of MU Extension and Engagement,

As we reflect on the past year, | want to express my deep gratitude for your support of MU
Extension and for your partnership in enhancing the lives of Missourians.

Your support for MU Extension fuels Missouri’s agriculture, strengthens families, prepares our
youth and promotes the health, well-being and vitality of our communities. Over the past year, our
programs have focused on addressing key needs throughout the state:

e Expanding access to 4-H: To make 4-H more accessible, we’ve introduced more in-school
and after-school clubs, reducing barriers and creating opportunities for young Missourians to
develop essential skills and leadership abilities.

e Supporting agriculture and land stewardship: We’re addressing critical issues such as
succession planning for family farms, rural mental health, agricultural business management
and land stewardship. These initiatives are helping Missouri’s farmers plan for the future
and preserve the health of our land for future generations.

e Advancing health initiatives: Our team of community health field specialists, covering
every region of the state, works directly with local leaders to assess health needs and bring
UM System resources and expertise to these communities, supporting healthier lives and
stronger communities.

e Promoting economic development: MU Extension is helping to create economic
opportunities by working with individuals, supporting businesses in their growth and
collaborating with communities to enhance local vibrancy. Through these efforts, we help
bring new jobs, skills and possibilities to Missourians across the state.

e Providing essential training: Our continuing education programs prepare Missouri’s
firefighters and health care workers to meet the demands of their roles with the latest skills
and knowledge, ensuring they are well-prepared to serve our communities.

As you read through this annual report, I hope you feel as proud as I do of the accomplishments
we’ve achieved together. The dedication and professionalism of MU Extension’s faculty and staff
are inspiring, and I am grateful to work alongside them—and each of you—as we make Missouri a
stronger, healthier and more vibrant place. Thank you for your continued support and partnership.
Together, we are serving Missouri by delivering the University for Missouri.

Warm regards,

Chad Higgins, PhD
Vice Chancellor, MU Extension and Engagement
Chief Engagement Officer, UM System

University of Missouri, Lincoln University, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Local Extension Councils Cooperating

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/ADA INSTITUTIONS



Who we are

Faculty and staff

Extension Engagement Specialist:
Brandi Richardson-East Central Region

Field Specialists:

Rudra Baral-Agronomy

Kevin Crider-Cooperative Feral Hog
Outreach Educator

Dhruba Dhakal-Horticulture

Charles Ellis-Agricultural Systems
Technology

Kevin Faulk-Nutrition Program Associate
Sarah Higgins-Natural Resources
Rachel Hopkins-Agricultural Business
Eric Meusch-Livestock

Emily Poncher-Community Health
Bethany Prenger-4-H Youth Development
Ray Walden-Community Development
Allen Waldo-Missouri APEX Accelerator
Specialist

Office Support Staff:
Sharon Swenson

Council members

Council Officers:

Stacy Amick-Kramer-Council Chair
MaryFran Mier-Co-Chair

Kay Powell-Treasurer

Linda Gifford-Secretary

Council Members:

Ronda Cortesini
Jim Dack
Courtney Manfred
Doug Potts
Bonnie Wilson

County commissioners

Gene Newkirk-

Presiding Commissioner

Andy Helms-
Western District

Charles
Bassett
Eastem
District



Budgetand more

Appropriations budget Pulaski County partners
T 2024 Golf Tournament Fundraiser
County Appropriations 20,000 Sponso rs
Total Income 25,000
Expenses
Salaries/Benefits 11,900
Travel 1,700
Postage 180
Office Supplies/Service 2,500
Insurance 1,900
Advertising/Printing 290
Misc./other expenses 2,100
Total Expenses 20,600

Return on investment

University System 100,000
Donations 3,900
Program Revenue 840

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.

Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government. Federal and state money,
through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, training costs, computers and
communication equipment. County funds support the local office, secretarial and youth assistant salaries, staff
mileage and council expenses.

The Pulaski County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to express our appreciation to the Pulaski County
Commissioners for their continued support of extension programs.

Local Support

Did you know you can donate directly to Pulaski County Extension with a gift to
be used immediately or as an endowment contribution for long term efforts.
Monies put into the endowment are left forever to earn interest with the county
office benefiting each year. You can also direct your donation to a specific
program such as 4-H or Master Gardeners.
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Missouri 4-H

Profiles and Stories

Pulaski County 4-H Stats:
89 participants

6 chartered clubs

22 volunteers

2024 Highlights:

*Move Across Missouri Winner:

*Pulaski: Nirvana Benoschek

*Crocker Hosted a Progressive Ag Safety
Day that had an enrollment of over 350
kids!
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Pulaski County
Agriculture and Environment

Garden Series presented to Pulaski residents
by Field Specialist in Horticulture-Dr. Dhakal

Laughlin family-2024 Pulaski
County State Fair Farm Family.
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Business and Community

Local Impact

Ice Cream Social meet and greet at the Pulaski
County Regional Fair.

Military Officers Volunteer Group helping
man the grill during our annual golf
tournament/fundraiser.

Promoting Extension at the Dixon Cow Days Festival.
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she used to have bowls of candy around her house for snacking. She had since bought
an apple slicer and replaced her candy snacking habit with fruit. The significance of this
is that someone who spent three decades operating in professional knowledge of USDA
food requirements in food servicing who experienced a life change because of the
research-based curriculum shared with her from the University of Missouri. This

solidifies my faith in the relevance and effectiveness of the Family Nutrition Education
Program.



Health and Human Sciences

Profiles and Stories

Food preservation series conducted by Field
Specialist Rachel O’Halloran

Ag Safety Day-Crocker School District



	Slide 1
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34



