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2019 Platte County Extension Recognition Dinner Honors Area Residents 

 
The Weston Red Barn Farm was filled with food, fun and well-wishers during Platte County Extension 
Council’s 2019 Recognition Dinner held on September 24. Guests enjoyed a tour of the farm and a BBQ 
dinner in celebration of this year’s honorees.  
 
The Pearl Family was announced as Platte County’s 2019 Century Farm. In 1892 David Pearl, a former 
slave until emancipation, purchased 88 acres along the southwestern part of Platte County with 
savings he accumulated from years of exceeding his quota while harvesting hemp. David’s son Ollie 
was known for his custom combining operation. Ollie’s son and Michael Pearl’s father, Doug, 
supported the family with a combination of livestock and grain production, which often times required 
him and his family to share-crop several hundred acres of row crops beyond their own farm’s property.   
 

 
 
Caption: back row left to right: Grace Pearl, Patricia Pearl, Margarita Pearl. Lula (Pearl) Moran, Michael Pearl, 
(holding Lola Pearl) Laney Pearl and Noah Pearl. Front row left to right: Mike Pearl, Simone Pearl 
 
Michael Pearl, now represents the Pearl family’s as its fifth generation farm leader. After a successful 
career in communications management and international/domestic marketing. Michael returned to his 
Kansas City roots. Today, the Pearl Farm has become well-known in Kansas City’s local foods culture for 
their fresh produce, which includes over 20 different types of fruits and vegetables. The Pearl’s 
products can be found at farmer’s markets and area restaurants. Michael also serves as a mentor to 
other new and beginning farmers by sharing skills and best practices he learned while working the on 
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the farm in his youth and as he further refines to this day. The Pearl Family was represented at the 
event by several generations both young and old including Lula Moran Pearl who turned 101 on 
September 29. After 127 Years of feeding America, it is believed that the Pearl Farm is the oldest 
continuously operating African American Farm in the United States. 
 
The Jason and Colleen Gerke Family received the 2019 Economic Vitality Award. This new award was 
bestowed from MU Extension’s Business Development program because of the Gerkes’ past success 
with Jowler Creek Winery and their positive involvement with various community organizations 
including MU Extension’s 4-H and Small Business Development Center (SBDC) programs. The Gerkes’ 
have been among Platte County’s most active in bringing vitality to the county’s burgeoning agri-
tourism sector. Soon after Colleen and Jason Gerke purchased 15 acres of land near Camden Point in 
2003, they began planting a vineyard. By 2007 they were selling their first batches of wine, and ever 
since Jowler Creek has consistently experienced double-digit year-over-year percentage growth rates 
in sales.  

 
Caption: Colleen and Jason Gerke with daughter Addison and son Sawyer 

 
The Gerkes’ added a banquet hall for large receptions, a tasting/sales room for their award-winning 
wines, and a sustainability trail. The walking trail features sixteen educational kiosks that help 
demonstrate best practices in environmental stewardship active at Jowler Creek. These range from 
pollinator gardens for bees and butterflies to an energy efficient solar array that is used to power 
equipment used in the winery. Along with many other accolades, Jowler Creek is a past recipient of 
Missouri’s Agriculture Stewardship Program Award.  
 
It was recently announced that the ownership of Jowler Creek was transitioning to another Northland 
family. However, the Gerke Family continues to support 4-H Extension programs and the Business 
Development programs they benefitted from over the years. For example, Colleen is a regular 
presenter and mentor at the FastTrack and Scale-up business training programs offered through the KC 
region’ Small Business Development Center (SBDC) on the UMKC campus. Last year, Business leaders 
attributed Extension’s Business Development Program for increasing sales in Platte County by nearly 



$38 million. The program also reached 633 Platte County attendees at business training sessions, while 
helping create $6.5 million in new capital investment in the county last year. 

 
Joan Sturm was named Platte County’s Master Gardener of the Year. Cory Creed, Platte County’s 
Horticulturalist, noted that Sturm has been a member of the Master Gardeners of Greater Kansas City 
for ten years and coordinated volunteers at the Platte County Community Garden for eight years.  
Under Joan’s direction, Master Gardener volunteers planted fruit trees, berry bushes and maintained 
four large garden plots - growing several varieties of vegetables each year for demonstration and 
education.  The volunteers also provided planting and ongoing instruction in the garden for other 
gardeners. The garden, is located on the Nationals Golf Course in Parkville, MO and is a collaboration 
between Master Gardeners, the Nationals Golf Course and YMCA of Greater Kansas City.  All produce 
grown by the master gardeners is donated to St. Therese Community Pantry in Parkville. 
 

 
Platte County Master Gardener of the Year 

Caption: Joan Strurm (left) with Carolyn Vellar, Platte Extension Council Vice-Chair 
 

 
The Attema Family was recognized as the 2019 Farm Family. The Farm Family designation is an award 
presented in partnership with the Missouri Farm Bureau. It honors the Attema family not only for the 
concerted effort required to farm nearly 3,500 acres of corn and soybean crops, but for their resilience 
during some trying times that have included recurring episodes of high water along the Missouri River 
bottoms where the Attemas’ farm is located. Menno Attema started farming in 1977. After coming 
from the Netherlands within a foreign exchange program, he purchased his first farm in 1979. Joe 
Attema serves on the Platte Farm Bureau Board and volunteers time towards helping youth become 
involved in agriculture via FFA and 4-H initiatives. Menno’s wife Jeanne, and his sons Alexander, 
Harrison and Joe along with sister Alece and her husband Jason Ausberger have also been involved 
with their farm. 
 
 



 
        Caption: Back Row: Attema Family: Harrison, Alexander (sons) Menno (Father) and Joe (son) 
         Front row Jason Ausberger, (sister) Alece Ausberger, Lincoln Ausberger and Jeanne (mother)   

 
Award recipients of Platte County’s growing 4-H Youth Development Program topped off the 
evening. 4-H is an active organization of young people who are learning, growing and preparing 
to be the leaders of today and tomorrow.  They made a difference in Platte County by providing 
youth opportunities to gain leadership, citizenship and life skills through fun and innovative 
hands-on activities. 4-H serves youth of all abilities. In 2019 Platte County 4-H reached over 1,550 
youth in community clubs, SPIN Clubs, camps and in school enrichments programs.  Over 20 
volunteers help support the Platte County 4-H program.  Together, Platte County’s 4-H met the 
needs of many service projects and contributed over 500 service hours. Special recognition of 
members and volunteers at the event include ere the following: 
 
• Outstanding 4-H Member:  Kodie Bradley, Judd Malter, Samantha Baker, and Nicholas Porting 
• Top Club Secretary Award: Courtney Dehn and Addison Gerke, members of Lady Bugs and   
       Beetles 4-H club.   
• Top Club Treasurer’s award: Lucas Leefers, member of Hoover Heroes 4-H Club.   
• Community- Wide Involvement Award: Lady Bugs and Beetles 4-H Club 
• Retiring Club Leaders: Charlene Smith, Leanne Orton, Colleen Gerke and Julia Bartlett 



 

 
Several other accomplishments related to Platte County Extension’s programming were recognized at 
the event such as the Platte Pet Power program that consists of 30 volunteers and their pets. They 
spread joy by making nearly 4,000 contacts with residents at local eldercare facilities last year. 
Highlights from Extension’s active health and nutrition programming were also recognized. 

 

Caption: Top Secretary Awards: Courtney 
Dehn and Addison Gerke of Ladybugs and Beetles 
4-H Club. Nolan Dehn accepted Courtney’s award. 
 

4-H County Wide Involvement Award went to Ladybugs and Beetles Club, Caption: Pictured from left  
is Sawyer Gerke, Salma Kamal, Nolan Dehn, Lily Hansen, Emma Porting and Addison Gerke 

 
Caption: Outstanding 4-Her’s! Kodie Bradley, 
Nicholas Porting and Judd Malter from Hoover 
Heroes 4-H Club. Not pictured is Samantha 
Baker from Farley Jolly Workers. 

 


