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Economic Opportunity

Private Pesticide Applicator Training

This program educates farmers about the safe and proper use of agricultural pesticides.  To 

purchase and apply restricted-use pesticides, producers in Missouri must attend a training session, 

view a training video, or attend a Zoom session.

The Ozark County Extension Office completed 8 Private Pesticide Applicator Trainings via 

the teaching video for the year 2023.

Soil testing assists landowners with understanding the nutrient needs of their soils and helps 

producers determine the best course of action for fertilizing pasture and crop ground.  Soil testing 

also enables producers to determine the best investment for profitability. 

The Ozark County Extension Office conducted over 100 farm and garden soils tests for 

the year 2023.

Soil Testing

Hay tests help producers develop cost-effective feeding programs to meet animal production and 

performance goals. A minimal investment in hay testing allows producers to manage feed costs 

that directly affect the bottom line.

The Ozark County Extension Office conducted 14 forage tests and 9 nitrate checks for the 

year 2023.

Forage Testing



County highlights

Alicia Amyx-Winrod – Field Educator
Serving Ozark, Douglas, Wright, and Webster County

Ozark County Health and Human Sciences

• AmeriCorps Grant administration for Ozark County

• Senior Technology project with Senior Age

• Ozark County Community Garden project

• Gainesville Elementary School Garden project

• CDC Hop Grant

• National Convening Washington, D.C. AmeriCorps Senior 

Demonstration Project

• Judge, Bakersfield 2023 Bakersfield Science Fair

• Chicken Processing workshop 

merging Ozark and Douglas County 

communities

• Nutrition education from Preschool to Adult

• Ozark County Senior Center direct and indirect 

programming

• Snap benefit assistance

New Program Training

Stay Strong Stay Healthy:
Exercise program that incorporates the 

latest research to help develop

fitness, flexibility, and balance that 

enables and maintains independent
living.

Chronic Disease Self-Management:
Adult workshop on chronic health 
conditions that focuses on disease 
management skills including decision 
making, problem-solving, and action 
planning



County highlights

Alicia Amyx-Winrod – Field Educator
Serving Ozark, Douglas, Wright, and Webster County

SNAP-Ed Public Value Statement 2023

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Education (SNAP-Education or SNAP-Ed) brought
$10,874,798 in federal funds to Missouri. During FY2023, Missouri’s SNAP-Ed program reached over

78,000 Missourians through direct classroom education. Each person participated in an

average of 6 hours of education totaling over 15,000 hours. In addition, an 

additional 760,135 persons participated in indirect education. Direct and indirect 

education resulted in over 1.8 million total contacts with Missourians.

A total of 889 participants were from Ozark County.

Participants in SNAP-Ed learn the importance of making healthier meals and snack 

choices, eating breakfast more often, are more willing to try new foods, increase 

their physical activity, and make healthier food choices. Those who practice 

healthy eating and are physically active are more likely to contribute to a healthy 

labor force and enjoy a high quality of life throughout the lifespan.

This vital programming effort also reduces healthcare costs over the participant’s 

lifetime, saving taxpayer money in reduced public healthcare benefits and

insurance premiums.

AmeriCorps Ozark County

2023 was an amazing year for the AmeriCorps project in Ozark County working on 
our community with:

•The Ozark County Community Garden

•Gainesville Elementary School Garden project

•Senior Tech project

Our Senior Demonstration Project has 46 seniors volunteering 
more than 85 hours to these projects serving 1033 community 
members and 148 community youth.
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Nick Sanchez – Ozark County’s 4-H Program Associate 
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Educational Access & Excellence

Farmers learn how to use a grazing 

stick while attending Missouri Grazing 

School

Farmers listening to outdoor demonstrations 

while attending a Grazing School in 

Gainesville, Missouri. 

Sarah Kenyon PhD – Field Specialist in Agronomy

Elizabeth Picking – Field Specialist in Livestock

Impact of Missouri’s Grazing Schools

Regional grazing schools were established in Missouri in 1995 and since then have been taught 

by MU Extension and NRCS, Missouri Department of Conservation, Missouri Forage and 

Grassland Council, and Missouri Department of Agriculture. These partners have contributed 

research, cost-share incentives, and educational outreach to promote the adoption of 

management-intensive grazing (MiG) in Missouri.  

MiG is a way to increase output from a fixed amount of land. This gain is accomplished via 

increased forage production and utilization, higher stocking rates, often better animal 

performance, and using stockpiling to extend the grazing season.  

MiG can also cut input costs such as feed, hay, fertilizer, and weed control. Soil fertility should 

improve over time in a MiG system with improved manure distribution, resulting in fewer fertilizer 

purchases. Chemical usage for weed and insect control should decrease with intensive 

management of pastures. Livestock will perform more of the forage harvest themselves. They 

also increase utilization, which results from intensified grazing pressure followed by rest periods. 

Deferred grazing or stockpiling offers an opportunity to extend the grazing season and as a 

result, less hay feeding is needed. Additionally, farmers have reported that cattle are easier to 

handle as they are trained to move throughout the grazing system.

Sarah Kenyon and Elizabeth Picking held a MiG conference for cattle and other livestock owners 

in Ozark County during the period of August 9th through August 11th, 2023.

The number of participants enrolled in the Ozark County’s 2023 Management Intensive 

Grazing School was 17.



Educational Access & Excellence

Sarah Kenyon PhD – Field Specialist in Agronomy

Elizabeth Picking – Field Specialist in Livestock

In 2023, drought was once again a major 

topic in agronomic programming, marking 

two years in a row where drought 

impacted the region. Drought workshops 

were conducted by Sarah Kenyon and 

Elizabeth Picking in Howell, Ozark, 

Texas, and Reynolds Counties. Over 80 

farmers attended these workshops.

Elizabeth Picking presented on 

identifying and controlling flies 

on livestock. Sarah Kenyon presented 

on pasture weed identification and 

control. This workshop was offered in 

6 locations with a total of 110 attendees.

Drought Programming

Soil Testing

Soil testing assists landowners with 

understanding the nutrient needs of their soils 

and helps producers determine the best course 

of action for fertilizing pasture and crop ground.  

Soil testing also enables producers to 

determine the best investment for profitability.  

The following are the number of farm soil tests 

conducted in the multi-county area: Howell - 

530; Ozark – 123; Douglas - 106; Texas - 334; 

Wright – 154; Webster - 267.

Pasture Weeds & 

Fly Control  Workshops



Educational Access & Excellence

Sarah Kenyon PhD – Field Specialist in Agronomy

Private Pesticide Applicator Training

This program educates farmers 

about the safe and proper use of 

agricultural pesticides.  

To purchase and apply 

restricted-use pesticides, 

producers in Missouri must 

attend a training session, view a 

training video, or attend a Zoom 

session.  A total of 163 private 

applicators received training in 

2023 by either face-to-face 

meetings or two Zoom trainings 

directed by Sarah Kenyon . 

Farm Visits

Consultations with individuals and 

small groups are a significant 

method of knowledge transfer for 

MU Extension. These contacts 

include phone conversations, 

office walk-ins, emails, and on-site 

farm visits. Consultations typically 

have made up a large portion of 

my work and have involved a wide 

range of topics. Fifty-five farm 

visits were conducted in the multi-

county area.



Educational Access & Excellence

“This class 

was fun! The 

recipes are 

easy and my 

kids like the 

food.”

Participant

Stephanie Johnson - Nutrition and Health Specialist 

Everyone Deserves Delicious, Healthy Food

Cooking Matters is a program run by Share Our Strength, a 
nonprofit working to solve problems of hunger and poverty in 
the United States and around the world. Cooking Matters has 
been helping families lead healthier lives for 30 years. Cooking 
Matters is on a mission to make eating healthier fast and 
affordable for families everywhere.

Stephanie Johnson taught Cooking Matters with Alicia Amyx-
Winrod in Gainesville starting July 2021, along with the 6-
session course at the Gainesville Lions Club with a partnership 
with the Ozark County Health Department. They met twice a 
week for two hours. Cooking Matters Adult is designed to help 
adults make healthy meals on a budget.  

Policy System and Environment changes were implemented in 
the county including creating a Healthy Rewards program with 
some of the area teachers. Taking the first steps to set up a 
seed library in the Ozark County office and working with Alicia 
to establish the community garden.

We offer free cooking 

classes for parents, kids 

and childcare providers. 

Each lesson is taught by 

experts in many different 

community-based settings. 

Participants learn about 

cooking, meal prep, 

grocery shopping, food 

budgeting, and nutrition.

The Ozark County Health Department partnered with MU 

Extension as well as Senior Age. In this partnership, the 

health department offered amazing prizes for each 

participant from cutting boards to an air fryer. The 

participants were very grateful and enjoyed the class. 

Stephanie Johnson also taught a Food Preservation 

Presentation for the Theodosia Garden Club, consuming of 

over 25 people, and a Food Preservation Class on Jellies at 

the Gainesville Lions Club with 12 participants. 
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Educational Access & Excellence

Missouri Small Business Development Centers

MU Extension 

Business Development Programs 

COUNTY ANNUAL REPORT  
Fiscal Year 2023 
 

County Name: Ozark 

 

As entrepreneurs and innovators, Missouri’s small businesses are becoming a more diverse 

group that continues to make the state’s economy productive. There are approximately 500,000 

small businesses in Missouri. Nearly 98 percent of all businesses with employees are categorized 

as small businesses. In assisting the owners and managers of those businesses, MU Extension 

contributes to a county’s economic development through growth in jobs, sales, innovation, 

technology development and commercialization.  

 

In Ozark County, during 2023, business development program specialists and business 

counselors with MU Extension, Missouri Small Business Development Centers (MO SBDC) 

reported 6 individual management counseling cases resulting in an economic impact to the 

county of $600,000 in new capital investments, $370,000 in sales increases, 2 new jobs created, 

and 12 jobs retained. 

Willis Mushrush – Field Specialist in Procurement 
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County highlights

Gainesville Livestock Auction

The Ozark County Extension Office 
would like to give an enormous 
thank you to Jim and Lydia Donley 
for letting the Extension Office use 
the sale barn for various programs 
over the past years. 

The Extension Office would also like 
to thank Jim’s mother, Patty Donley, 
and her sister, Peggy Johnson, for 
all the delicious homemade food 
that was served at these programs.

Another thank you is sent to Sherry 
Garrison who always has the sale 
barn cleaned and prepped, ready to 
go for all the curriculums that the 
Extension Office has held there.

Gainesville Lion’s Club

The Ozark County Extension 

Office would also like to thank the 

Gainesville Lion’s Club for letting 

the Extension Office have 

meetings and programs inside the 

Hoerman Memorial Community 

Building as well.
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Federal, State, and County Funding

Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state, and county 

government. The University of Missouri provides salaries and benefits for 

two professional staff members, located in Ozark County. The federal and 

state money through the University of Missouri system, provides in-

service training expenses including travel and lodging for staff; salaries; 

annual leave; retirement; medical benefits; and matching funds for 

computer equipment costs and maintenance. 

The University of Missouri Extension programs in Ozark County are 

funded by the Ozark County state and federal appropriations. Local 

funding for support is provided by the Ozark County Commissions’ Office. 

They fund office space and utilities, office operating expenses, clerical 

salaries, and travel expenses of specialists who conduct educational 

programs in the County.

A very special acknowledgement is given to the Ozark County 

Commissioners for their continued support. 

We thank you!



Educational Access & Excellence

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.

Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government. Federal and state 

money, through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, training costs, computers 

and communication equipment. County funds support the local office, secretarial and youth assistant 

salaries, staff mileage and council expenses.

The ****insert your county**** County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to express our 

appreciation to the ****insert your county**** County Commissioners for their continued support of 

extension programs.

Local Support

Did you know you can donate directly to ****insert your county**** County 

Extension with a gift to be used immediately or as an endowment contribution 

for long term efforts. Monies put into the endowment are left forever to earn 

interest with the county office benefiting each year. You can also direct your 

donation to a specific program such as 4-H or Master Gardeners.

***insert*** County partners

Income

County Appropriations 25,000.00

Total Income 25,000.00

Expenses

Salaries/Benefits 21,990.00

Payroll Expenses 1,965.04

Post Office Box 80.00

Copy Machine 571.96

Surety Bond 100.00

Worker’s Comp Insurance                               293.00

Total Expenses 25,0000.00

Ozark County partners

Bakersfield R-IV School District

Dora R-III School District

Gainesville Livestock Auction

Gainesville School District

Lutie R-VI School District

Ozark County Commission

Ozark County Health Department

Ozark County Soil and Water

Ozark Action Head Start

The Center

Senior Age

Local Support

Did you know you can donate directly to Ozark County Extension with a 

gift to be used immediately or as an endowment contribution for long term 

efforts. Monies put into the endowment are left forever to earn interest with 

the county office benefiting each year. You an also direct your donation to 

a specific program such as 4-H or Master Gardeners.

The Ozark County Extension Council, facility, and staff would like to express our appreciation to the 

Ozark County Commissioners for their continued support of extension programs.

Thank you to our program sponsor: 
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