
WELCOME
In order to observe social distancing, please 

check the seating lists on the tables.

In order to be mindful of waste, we have very limited copies of the            
Annual Report available – if you would like your own, a digital copy can be 

sent or you can visit the office to request a hard copy.



2020 & 2021
Osage County

Honorees



CENTURY FARMS
The Missouri Century Farm program's history dates back to 1976 as a 

result of the Missouri Committee for Agriculture. To qualify, farms must 
meet the following guidelines. The same family must have owned the 

farm for 100 consecutive years. The line of ownership from the original 
settler or buyer may be through children, grandchildren, siblings, and 
nephews or nieces, including through marriage or adoption. The farm 
must be at least 40 acres of the original land acquisition and make a 

financial contribution to the overall farm income.



LARRY & MARY LEA BERHORST

First acquired 1918
197 acres
Purchased by Frank Berhorst



BISGES FAMILY FARM

First acquired 1920
220 acres
Purchased by John P & Cecilia Bisges



DOWLER FARMS
The beginning of the Dowler Farm near Cooper Hill, Missouri began when Daniel 
M. Dowler moved across the Gasconade River from Hope, Missouri with his wife 
Clemmy Dowler. Since then, three generations of Dowler's since have spent their 
lives farming that same ground of 117 acres. Jesse Dowler (and Julia) , Daniel I. 
Dowler (and Debra), and Devon Dowler have taken this land, adapted to the 
current times, and aspire to continue growing. "Improving the land" has always 
been the Dowler's motto which has brought along a lot of change to the land 
since September 30, 1908. Throughout the years they have raised hogs, cattle, 
mules, and crops. As the fourth generation to be blessed with this land, Devon 
Dowler is looking forward to many more years of improvement to add to the 
legacy that his family has built. Pictured is Daniel M. Dowler.



NORBERT & ANNETTE FALTER
The Falter family farm got its start when Herman and 
Theresia Wansing Falter purchased 420 acres from Frank 
Loehner, the son of settlers Henry and Gertrude Loehner, in 
early 1918. In early 1918, Frank was married to Herman’s 
sister, Frances Falter Loehner.  Herman and Theresia 
purchased the land with the intent to sell it to two of their 
sons, one of them being Joseph (Joe) Falter.  Joe and Annie 
Falter then purchased 204 acres from Joe’s parents, 
Herman and Theresia Wansing alter, in May 1918. 

When Joe and Annie bought the acreage in 1918, all 
farmers used draft horses to work the soil.  They raised 
corn and wheat to feed their six sows and 20 head of cattle.  
By 1942, they were farming with a John Deere B Tractor.  As 
the years went on, Joe and Annie kept the pioneering spirit 
alive by being early adopters of electricity when Three 
Rivers Electric Cooperative appealed to the area’s farmers 
in the early 1940s.  In 1949, they dug a well for indoor 
plumbing. For more than 50 years, Joe and Annie farmed 
the land.  After retiring, they sold the farm to their youngest 
son, Norbert and his wife, Anne Rehagen Falter, in 1969. 

Throughout the years, Norbert and Anne Falter made many 
changes to the farm.  They increased the acreage to 600 
acres by purchasing the original Frank and Elizabeth 
Schwartze property from Sylvester Wieberg in 1976 to raise 
more cattle, hogs and row crops.  Plus, they rented 
additional adjoining acreage.  They were one of the first 
farmers in the area to plant soybeans, a cash crop that 
helped them innovate more.  Horses were brought back to 
the farm in 1992 when their youngest daughter wouldn’t 
take no for an answer. 



In 2009, Norbert and Anne received an Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP) grant from National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), a program of 
the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), to implement intensive grazing 
systems.  Intensive grazing helps improve pasture and forage conditions and 
increase stocking rates.  They separated pastures into smaller lots and drilled more 
wells to ensure each paddock had water.  They continued upgrading their intensive 
grazing systems until 2018.

The Norbert and Anne Falter family also raised lots of vegetables in a large garden 
and butchered their own animals for meat.  They made liver sausage in a seasoned 
large wooden dugout brought to the U.S. from Germany.  Many local families 
purchased this famous liver sausage.  Dry curing meat was also common for the 
family.  Country cured hams and summer sausage were staples that sustained the 
family of six children.

Norbert and Anne are excited to pass along the farm to the next generation of 
Falters! It will be interesting to see what innovations the next 100 years bring.



KLIETHERMES MERTENS FARMS

Purchased by Lawrence J. Mertens, from Alphonse & Josie Deltence on August 12, 
1913.  The farm contained 240 acres.  Later in life, Lawrence Mertens married Lena 
Niekamp and to this union five children were born.  Son Ralph Mertens (died in 
infancy), daughter Bernadine (Mertens) Kliethermes, son Andrew Mertens, son 
Nelson Mertens, and daughter Marie Mertens.  
On August 12, 1959, Lawrence J. & Lena Mertens sold the farm to Nelson Mertens.
On June 11, 2018, Ryan Kliethermes, great-nephew of Nelson Mertens, and his wife 
Robin (Loehner) Kliethermes purchased 95 acres of the farmstead.
On June 21, 2019, Larry Kliethermes, nephew of Nelson Mertens, and his wife Martha 
(butler) Kliethermes purchased the remaining 145 acres of farm land.
Over the years, the farm was a source of income for the Mertens family – raising 
hogs, chickens, and cattle.  For many years it was also a dairy farm.  In the later 
years, Nelson and his sister Marie raised a great deal of produce that they sold at 
local markets.  Today, Larry Kliethermes and his son, Ryan, raise hay and beef cattle.



WILFRED & MARY ANNE KREMER
Wilfred H. and Mary Ann Kremer are the current owners of Kremer Farm, a 219 acre 
farm.  It was originally purchased by Adolph J. Kremer who is Wilfred’s father on 
February 26, 1920.  Kremer Farm is located in the Bonnots Mill area. 

There are two notable landmarks on Kremer Farm.  
One notable landmark is a barn that was built about 110 years ago.  The barn is still 
standing and used on the farm homestead.  The barn was erected around an existing 
log barn or stable, which is standing in the center of the newer structure.  The log 
structure likely dates from the early settlers, perhaps in the 1840’s or 1850’s. 

The other notable landmark is  a rock quarry that is located on the property along 
Linn Creek, from which limestone rock was quarried and transported to the town of 
Frankenstein during the construction of the catholic church in 1922-1923.  Nearly all 
stone used in building the church originated from the farm.



KREMER FARM
Founded October 1906, when Joseph Kremer 
purchased 220 acres from Michael & 
Gertrude Schmitz.  Currently owned by Harry 
and Dorothy Kremer.



HENRY LOEHNER FAMILY FARM

On February 11th, 1920, Henry J. Loehner purchased 800 acres along the Maries River between 
Koeltztown and Westphalia, from Gotfried & Katie Melies.  Through the years, Henry and his wife 
Anna (Brune) raised their eight children; Bernadine, Leo, Cornelius, Brigitta, Joseph, Mathilda, 
Edward, and Eleanor.
The farm was passed down to Henry and Anna’s youngest son, Edward.  Ed and his wife, Mary 
(Henke) raised hogs, cattle, hay, and corn.  The also had 400 chickens who laid eggs for Huhn’s 
store in Westphalia and Ed also took on custom combining work .  Ed and Mary had three sons –
Mark, James, and Thomas.
In the 1970s, Mark and Tom took over the farming operation from their father.  They are the fifth 
generation of Loehners to farm in Osage County.  They modernized many aspects of the farm 
including a feeding floor, farrowing house, sow building, and numerous hay barns.  They ran a 
farrow to finish hog operation until 2004 when Tom was elected to the state legislature and Mark 
started a Vermeer equipment business.  Both Loehner families still reside on the farm today, and 
have expanded over the years – including the sixth and seventh generations in the family 
business.
Mark married Roxie Wilde on April 25, 1981 and had three children – Austin (Megan) Loehner, 
Andrea (Corey) Otto, and Clinton (Fallon) Loehner – and currently have four grandchildren.
Tom married Becky Scheulen on November 27, 1982 and had five children – Rachel (Brad) 
Heimericks, Robin (Ryan) Kliethermes, Katie Loehner, Sarah (Michael) Reinkemeyer, and John 
Loehner – and have six, nearly seven, grandchildren. 





CHRIS & TERESA LUEBBERT

George and Clara (Boeckman) purchased their farmstead directly from 
the US government in two deeds from November 1st, 1851 and 
November 1st, 1856.  
They then had six children and passed the farm to their youngest, 
Bernard (Barb Zeilman).  This couple then passed the farm to their 
oldest son George (Christine Luecke).  The land was then passed to 
William (Loretta Stegeman) and subsequently David (Helen Bock).
Most recently, the farm passed to the sixth generation in 1998, when it 
was purchased in 1998 by Chris (Teresa Kampeter) from his father 
David. In the years since, Chris and Teresa have worked to remodel 
and modernize the family home and other outbuildings.  David and 
Helen still live on a tract of the original farm, as do their other children 
Melissa and Travis, in their own homes.  Each year the family comes 
together to butcher hogs and beef, as well as an autumn homecoming 
for extended relations.





DEREK & KELSEY MENGWASSER

First acquired 1882
144 acres
Purchased by Urban Mengwasser



VERNON & GLORIA SCHMITZ

The Schmitz Farm started on February 4, 1920 when August and 
Regina Schmitz purchased the 175.5 acres.  It is currently owned and 
operated by Vernon and Gloria Schmitz.  



SCHROEDER FARM

The Wachtendorf farm was originally settled in Babbtown by Claus Wachtendorf in 1896. The 
farm started in Osage County where Claus raised cattle, goats, hogs, and chickens. 
Pictured is a photo of the old log house that was originally built in the 1800’s. The original log 
from the home was used to build another barn for the livestock. The house was then added on to 
with each generation. Some of the original buildings are still in use to this day. Behind the house 
used to be an orchard with multiple fruit trees along with a larger garden. There is an old road 
that runs through the farm that was used as the main road to get to the Beck General Store, Post 
Office, and Black Smith Shop that sat on the north side of the farm. This road ran from Van Cleve 
to the Mari-Osa-Delta. 
To the left is a picture of Claus Wachtendorf in front of the original barn that faced north and 
south which burnt. A new barn was built in its’ place in 1951 facing east and west. This barn is 
still in use today. 
Through the years the farm was passed from Claus Wachtendorf to his son Carl Wachtendorf in 
1917. Carl passed it to his daughter Anna Schroeder (Wachtendorf) and husband Otto Schroeder 
in 1946. Anna passed it to her nephew ED Schroeder (current owner) in 1993. 
Edwin (Ed) & late Jerline Schroeder bought the farm in 1993. Ed currently resides in the 
farmhouse that was built in 1896 on the 330 acres. He continues to raise Registered American 
Black Herefords, chickens and hay. Their children are Karen, Jason, Stacia and Eric.  Jason and 
his family now own and reside on the land that the general store, post office and black smith 
shop were located years ago. 



JERRY & DONNA WEBER

First acquired 1866
283 acres
Purchased by Martin Weber



RUDROFF-WILSON FARM

First acquired 1845
242 acres
Purchased by Michael Rudroff



WULFF FARM
Purchased in 1921 by Frank and Anna Wulff.  Frank and Anna were 
blessed with 8 children.  They raised crops to feed the cattle, hogs, 
and chickens which were used for food and for selling. They also grew 
cane which was used to make molasses. They used a molasses press, 
which was used to squeeze the juice out of the cane so it could be 
cooked to make the molasses. The molasses press is still in working 
condition.
The Rock Island railroad, formed in the early 1900s, runs through the 
middle of the farm.  Also, a water line that ran out of the Koeltztown 
Lake to Argyle ran through the farm.  The water was used to fill the 
steam engines.  The rails have since been removed from the line and it 
is being repurposed into a hiking and biking trail across the state.
In 1953 Herbert & Rosaline Wulff purchased the farm.  Herb was the 
son of Frank & Anna.  They had 6 children.  They raised crops and had 
a dairy operation.
In 1979 Jerome & Ruth Wulff purchased the farm. Jerome is the oldest 
son of Herb & Rosaline.  They also raise crops & cattle.  They have 2 
children, Patrick and Mat. Patrick and his wife, Holly, have 3 children: 
Claire, Evan, & Sophia. The entire family enjoys farming and being 
able to enjoy the outdoors.



STATE FAIR
FARM FAMILY



MARK & AMY FECHTEL

• Each year MU Extension in Osage County and the Osage County Farm Bureau 
selects a local farm family as the Farm Family of the Year to represent Osage 
County at the Missouri State Fair. The farm family chosen should meet the 
following criteria:

• Farm families who are actively engaged in agriculture and rely on University of 
Missouri Extension and the College of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources 
for their programming and technical assistance.

• Active supporters and cooperators with University of Missouri Extension
• Active in their community and in leadership roles with organizations such as 

Farm Bureau, church, school and other farm organizations.
• Actively involved or support youth organizations such as 4-H, FFA and other 

youth organizations.
• Respected by their neighbors and community for their leadership and 

engagement.



LEADER’S HONOR ROLL

The Leaders Honor Roll program is intended 
to honor outstanding community leaders and 
volunteers who have excelled in supporting, 
educating and advancing MU Extension or 4-

H in their communities and counties



STEVE DUNCAN

Heritage Community Bank, Board of Directors
Chamois United Methodist Church

Chamois Lions Club
Chamois Masonic Lodge #185
American Legion Post #506

Osage County Agritourism Council, Chair 
Leader of coordinated effort of MU Business Management students (Fall 2019)



KAY & ARLEN SCHWINKE

Project Leaders in the Smiling Workers 
4-H Club: Arlen in Livestock and Kay in 
Clothing
Missouri 4-H Hall of Fame 2016
Founders of Osage County Agritourism 
Council
Chamois Lions Club
Osage County Farm Bureau Board
Distinguished Service award form 
Meramec Regional Planning 
Commission, 2013
1984 University of Missouri Farm 
Management Award
1987 MU Extension Leader’s Honor Roll



4-H AWARDS



4-H HALL OF FAME
PATSY LUEBBERT

Inducted to Missouri 4-H Hall of fame on August 21, 2021.
Patsy has been involved in Osage County 4-H for over 45 
years and currently serves at the Osage County 4-H County 
President.

Her mother, Lorraine Luebbering was also inducted into the 
Missouri 4-H Hall of Fame, in 2007 – the first class of 
inductees.
Her father, Ray Luebbering was inducted as well in 2015.



4-H VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
CHRISTINE RIEKE

Christine Rieke has been a project leader for 20 years in Osage County 
guiding her girls and others in foods, rabbits, and swine. She has been 
involved in the Osage County Fair since 1998. For many years she 
took the pictures of the 4-H and FFA members and their animals for 
Market animal show. She assisted in the swine barn with check-in, 
unloading and loading the animals, show line-u and in other small 
ways. In 2021she submitted a grant for A Fair make over and Osage 
County was chosen as one of the finalist and through lots of hard 
work and Facebook posts the Osage County Grant received lots of 
online votes and was awarded $2500. Osage County 4-H is lucky to 
have Christine Rieke as a 4-H volunteer.



FRIEND OF 4-H 
ROGER SCHEULEN

Roger has been superintendent of the Swine show at the Osage 
County Fair for the past 12 years. Every year Roger makes sure that 
bedding is delivered and spread before any animals arrive in the 
Livestock buildings. He makes sure all is ready for the animals and the 
exhibitors on check-in day and throughout he fair. The 4-H and FFA 
kids are lucky to benefit from his knowledge and assistance. Roger 
has also been assisted with many improvements to the livestock 
barns and arena over the past 20 years. He has also been a Swine 
project leader for his girls when they were in 4-H. We are thankful for 
his hard work and dedication to 4-H.



MU EXTENSION CLERICAL AWARDS, 2021
USE OF TECHNOLOGY
KAREN THOMPSON



OUTGOING 
COUNCIL MEMBERS



JENNIFER BACON

AMANDA BRANDT

LINDSAY LUEBBERING

RHONDA MITCHEM

JEANETTE VOCKS



NEW COUNCIL 
MEMBERS



CHARLES DEMARIANO

KIM SALLIN

KAREN THOMPSON


