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Amanda Brandt
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Ellen Kliethermes

Amy Niederhelm
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Budget and more

2021 Financial Report

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.

Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government. Federal and state 

money, through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, training costs, computers 

and communication equipment. County funds support the local office, secretarial and youth assistant 

salaries, staff mileage and council expenses.

The Osage County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to express our appreciation to the Osage 

County Commissioners for their continued support of extension programs.

Local Support

Did you know you can donate directly to Osage County Extension with a gift 

to be used immediately or as an endowment contribution for long term 

efforts. Monies put into the endowment are left forever to earn interest with 

the county office benefiting each year. You can also direct your donation to a 

specific program such as 4-H or Master Gardeners.

Income
County Appropriations 42,000

Investment Income 309

Fundraising 1,550

Gifts 1,000

Student & Resale Fees 3,674

Balance Transfers 3,140

Total Income 51,673

Expenses
Salaries & Benefits 38,304

Travel 1,385

Education & Resale Materials 2,400

Postage 1,156

Office & Advertising Supplies 5,078

Publishing & Printing 2,905

Insurance & Professional Development 445

Total Expenses 51,673



Economic Opportunity

Agriculture Lenders’ Seminars Darla Campbell, Mary Sobba, Joe Koenen, Karisha Devlin, Jason Morris

Eighty-two lenders and one producer from 23 
Missouri counties and Illinois attended this year’s 
seminars held in Mexico and Kirksville.
Lenders learned about Crop and Livestock Outlook, 
Macroeconomics, Rental Rates & Land Values, MU 
Budgets, Input Costs, Earned Income Tax Credit, 
American Rescue Plan Act, Short-term Operating 
Plan, and MASBDA Programs. Lenders in 
attendance managed over 5,121 loans totaling 
more than $29,588,000 in farm loans.   
By attending University of Missouri’s Agricultural 
Lenders’ seminars, lenders are able to help their 
clients make better decisions based on risk 
management tools, budgets, and other resources 
provided. This benefits their portfolio of producers 
and landowners by an increased understanding of 
enterprise budgets, market outlook, and other 
decision influencing factors affecting families’ and 
businesses’ financial health.
These seminars reached five participants from 
Osage County.

Extension Tax Schools
University of Missouri 
Extension ag economics 
department and ag 
business specialists 
worked together to 
coordinate one summer 
and two fall tax schools. 
One school was in person 
and two were online via 
Zoom. The schools were 
designed for those who 
prepare taxes including 
enrolled agents, tax 
preparers, CPAs, 
individuals and attorneys.  

The training included 
updates on legislation, 
rulings and cases, 
individual taxpayer issues, 
agricultural and natural 
resources topics, IRS rules 
and regulations, business 
issues, retirement issues, 
real estate tax issues, 

payroll and tax credit 
issues, QBI deductions, 
trusts and estates, and 
ethics. The schools were 
approved for 8 and 16 
hours of continuing 
education credit by the 
IRS, Missouri Bar and for 
CFP continuing education.  
Total continuing education 
hours reported to IRS for 
the schools was 2,584 
hours.

The teaching teams 
included a CPA and former 
IRS employee, an IRS 
certified retired ag 
economics professor, an 
attorney, Missouri 
Department of Revenue 
and extension ag business 
specialists.  

The trainings received positive evaluations and planning is underway to offer trainings in 2022.  Local county 
residents benefit when local tax preparers have the opportunity to gain knowledge, which benefits their clients and 
communities. The tax schools are a program of the ag business and policy program of MU Extension, coordinated by 
Mary Sobba with help from a team of ag business specialists throughout the state.
The resources for the schools included the IRS, National Income Tax Workbook from the Land Grant University Tax 
Education Foundation, materials written by the instructors.
The 2021 school attendance totaled two hundred sixty people. The participants were from all over Missouri.  



Economic Opportunity

Over 480 soil samples

Show-Me-Select Program and 2nd Central Region Sale – Osage County

Anita Ellis – Livestock Specialist
The Show-Me-Select program focuses on increased adoption 
rate by farmers in Missouri of management practices that offer 
potential to improve long-term reproductive efficiency of their 
herds and resulting profitability. Focus is put on increasing 
marketing opportunities and adding value to Missouri-raised 
heifers with the creation of reliable sources of quality 
replacement heifers in terms of genetics and management.
Two Osage County producers enrolled in the program. With a 
total of 159 heifers at the 2nd Central Region Show-Me-Select 
Heifer sale at the South Central Regional stockyards, the 
average was $1961. Compared to a similar central area 
replacement cow/heifer sale around the same time (which 
averaged $1150), producers saw a $811 premium for their 
heifers in this program. For all Osage County heifers that 
successfully sold in this sale, this totaled to $32,440 added 
value. 

Osage County Grazing School

$32,440 in added value

Gatlin Bunton – Agonomy Specialist

Grazing management is important to maintain forage 
productivity and animal performance. At this event, farmers 

learned strategies for management intensive grazing, 
animal husbandry and the economics of grazing. Twenty-
four farmers attended the grazing school from Osage and 

six surrounding counties. This event was held with partners 
from the Osage County Soil and Water Conservation District 

and the Maries and Osage County Natural Resources 
Conservation District.

Soil Testing

Soil testing provides farmers, gardeners and homeowners information about the fertility of their 
soil and recommendations on how to fertilize and lime to improve plant growth. In 2021, over 
four hundred eighty soil samples were tested in Osage County. Farmers who use soil testing 
have reported that yields have improved because of using their soil test results. Other farmers 
have reduced fertilizer inputs due to soil tests showing that fertility levels are already high. 
Gardeners and homeowners use soil testing to improve fruit and vegetable production or to 
make their lawn grow better. Soil testing is the first step in making the most of fertilizer 
application. Extension guides and personal consultations help people understand their soil test 

reports and how to use the information in the report.



Economic Opportunity

Sheep and Goat Production

Jennifer Lutes – Agricultural Business 
Specialist

Through a partnership between MU 
Extension and Lincoln Extension spring and 
fall sheep and goat production courses 
were held online in 2021 with 489 
attendees from 60 counties including 6 
from Osage County. Attendees learned 
about a wide selection of topics that 
include: animal selection, financial 
implications of multiple births, nutrition 
and reproductive management, pasture 
management, record keeping and use 
during culling, and winter nutrition.  

2021 Agriculture, Food & Forestry SBDC Center

In the summer of 2020, a joint partnership between MU 

Extension and the Small Business Development Centers 

(SBDC) created the Missouri SBDC for Agriculture, Food and 

Forestry. This partnership offers no-cost, one-on-one 

personalized assistance for business owners, entrepreneurs 

and farmers in Missouri. The center has a range of skills and 

specialties and serves all agricultural businesses with a 

particular focus on commercial horticulture, food and 

forestry, livestock and value-added meats. 

Extension faculty who provide business counseling are 

located across the state to best serve the clients. They can 

assist with technical advice, financial management, business

planning, business model pivots, value added propositions 

and many other services.

In 2021, 830 counseling sessions were held with 198 clients 

statewide, reaching 86 counties. These current or 

prospective business owners received one-on-one guidance 

and support as they pursued COVID-19 business relief or 

other financial applications, developed or updated their 

business plans, evaluated their property’s agricultural 

potential, and made decisions to sustain, grow or transition 

their business. 

There were two total Ag SBDC Clients in Osage County in 

2021.



Educational Access & Excellence

Horticulture Programming in the East Central Region

Katie Kammler, Field Specialist in Horticulture

In 2021, there were 6816 direct contacts through 
programming where participants are actively engaged in the 
learning process.  Programs were in-person and online. 
Programs included home vegetable gardening, commercial 
vegetable production, home horticulture town halls, small 
fruit production, selling local foods, plant diseases, pumpkin 
production, weed control, and many more. There were 604
requests for horticulture information through calls, emails, 
walk-ins or site visits from 46 counties.  

The monthly Garden Spade newsletter reaches over 2000 
subscribers every month with a 20% increase in subscription 
during 2021. Topics include insects, weeds, landscape plants, 
trees, fruit, vegetables and much more. The Commercial 
Horticulture Video Newsletter goes out to over 735 
subscribers every 2 weeks with 7263 video views. Topics 
include ordering seed, physiology, pesticide rotation, 
production systems, pollination, pest management, post-
harvest management, and many other topics for commercial 
specialty crop producers.

Participants who engaged in horticulture programming 
learned about insects, weeds, diseases, soil health and 
fertility, general plant care, and variety selection.  There was 
continued interest in home vegetable gardening in 2021 due 
to concerns about food security. Many new gardeners 
learned about growing their own food, increasing 
consumption of healthy food and the exercise required to 
plant and maintain a garden.

Kathy Dothage

Developed in 1995 by faculty at MU, Focus on Kids (FOK) is a 2.5 hour 
educational program for divorcing/separating parents with minor 
children. It is taught in more than 50 counties across Missouri by MU 
faculty, graduate students, and regional specialists. The overarching 
purpose of the program is improve the quality of the co-parenting 
relationship and thus reduce stress and anxiety for children. Parents 
learn how to nurture and support their children during and after 
separation and divorce, which leads to more children being raised in a 
healthy low-conflict environment, which will benefit other community 
members by reducing the need for community health services for 
children.

During 2021, ten parents participated in the two sessions provided in 
Osage County, however twenty-three individuals from the county 
participated in an on-line session. Due to the pandemic, in person 
classes were limited. 

At the end of session evaluation, most participants found the class 
worthwhile and helpful. Quotes from participants included:  "I thank 
everyone for this program." "The instructor was great & covered more 
than I expected." "This is a good, very helpful and needed for separating 
parents."  "Excellent resource for divorcing parents."

Women Owning Woodland Lunch and Learns

Women Owning Woodland  is a national 
initiative that Natural Resources Specialist 
Sarah Havens has started in Missouri. 

This collection of education offerings is 
geared towards women landowners and 
woodland enthusiasts. 
The WOW Lunch and Learns cover a variety 
of topics and include guest speakers.  They 
are held all year long, at no cost. 

During January and June 2021, participants 
from Osage County logged in to learn about 
topics such as: maple syrup, growing 
pecans, firewood, cost sharing, forest 
management for bats, and tree 
identification.

Long-standing Class Assists Families in Transition



Educational Access & Excellence

Neighborhood Leadership Academy in Mid-Missouri

2021 was the second year that Neighborhood Leadership Academy was virtually accessible statewide. The Mid-Missouri 
cohort, led by Tish Johnson, Tina Edholm, and Elizabeth Anderson included neighborhood and organization leaders 
from Boone, Callaway, Cooper, Osage, and Randolph counties, many of which received scholarships to cover the 
registration fee.

NLA provides in-depth and multifaceted leadership training that emphasizes community building principles and 
strategies, project planning, organizational leadership and management practices, and personal leadership skills.  
Participants who successfully complete the program received a Certificate in Neighborhood Leadership from UMSL.  
This year, participants were also able to apply for mini-grants to support the community projects they each developed 
throughout the course.

Our Osage County participant – Megan Birmingham, developed a plan to increase community participation in the 
Chamois School District Caring Closet.

Treatment Court & Building Strong 

Families

The Building Strong 
Families program 
helps families build 
strengths, face 
challenges and make 
choices.  The program 
covers a variety of 
topics and uses hand 
on activities to involve 
participants.

A collaborative effort 
between University of 
Missouri Extension 
and the 20th Judicial 
Circuit provides the 
Building Strong 
Families program to
individuals 

participating in the 
treatment court 
program.  During the 
latter part of 2021, 
approximately 60 
individuals completed 
four programs that 
were led by Extension 
Specialists Kathy 
Dothage and Tina 
Edholm. 
The topics covered 
included:  Family 
Strengths, Stress 
Management, Goals—
Purpose, Plans and 
Persistence, and 
Money Matters.

“As a result of this workshop, I 

now plan to…”

“set goals and work on 

accomplishing them”

“try to be more responsible and 

watch what I spend”

“identify my stressors and find 

out healthy ways to cope”



Health & Well-being

2021 Osage County Annual FNP Report

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Education (SNAP-Education 
or SNAP-Ed) brought $9,646,109 in federal funds to Missouri.  The funds 
support engagement with 485,010 Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) recipients and eligible citizens of Missouri.  There were 
321,372 direct educational contacts.  This year we had 1,383,799 indirect 
educational contacts through newsletters, health fairs, food pantries, and 
the Show Me Nutrition helpline.  

Participants in SNAP-Ed learn the importance of making healthier meals and 
snack choices, eating breakfast more often, are more willing to try new 
foods, increase their physical activity, and make healthier food choices.  
Those who practice healthy eating and are physically active are more likely 
to contribute to a healthy labor force and enjoy a high quality of life 
throughout the lifespan. 
This vital programming effort also reduces healthcare costs over the 
participant’s lifetime, saving taxpayer money in reduced public healthcare 
benefits and insurance premiums.  

Our Nutrition Program Associates (NPAs) are also continuing to provide 
information about the SNAP benefits program and offer assistance with 
SNAP benefits applications.

Even with the challenges of COVID, 137 Youth and 200 Adult contacts 
were made, for a total of 337 contacts in Osage County.

EFNEP Funding

The Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program (EFNEP) brought 
$1,626,730 federal funds to Missouri.  These funds were used to enroll 796 
limited-resource families in nutrition education and meal preparation classes, 
representing 2,847 family members. Additionally, 2,469 youth were enrolled in  
EFNEP classes. 

32 of these youth and adult participants reside in Osage County.  

Participants in EFNEP learn the importance of making healthier meals and snack 
choices, eating breakfast more often, trying new foods, increasing their physical 
activity, and making healthier food choices.  Those who practice healthy eating 
and are physically active are more likely to contribute to a healthy labor force 
and enjoy a high quality of life throughout the lifespan. 
This vital programming effort also reduces healthcare costs over the 
participant’s lifetime, saving taxpayer money in reduced public healthcare 
benefits and insurance premiums.  

We look forward in 2022 to more programming opportunities and continued 
progress in helping to improve the lives of Missouri families. 

Thank you,

The East Central Family Nutrition Education Program

Nancy Keim, Associate Director for East Central Region
Deborah Raaf, Program Manager for East Central Region



Youth Development

In 2021, 116 youth participated in 4-H clubs 
in Osage County.  These clubs offer young 
people the chance to develop their decision 
making, public speaking, and leadership 
capacities. Members learn by doing, while 
guided along the way by adult volunteers 
who lead many different projects.  

83 4-H club members took on projects that 
were science-related.

100 youth participated in projects that
were based in agriculture.

43 adult volunteers in Osage County 
helped to make this possible. On average, 
one of these volunteer contributes 100 
hours each year – when valued at the 2020 
industry estimation of $28.54 per hour, the 
worth of the time invested in Osage 
County was nearly $123,000.

2021 4-H Highlights

March – 4-H Embryology reached over 343 students at 8 schools as they used an incubator to observe and nurture 
chicks through the hatching process.

May – “Make New Friends” day camp involved 8 youth and 2 counselors, featuring electrical safety education from 
Three Rivers Electric Cooperative, healthy cooking during lunch, water games, and homemade ice-cream.

June – “Explore and Create” day camp had 14 participants and 3 teen counselors and centered on drone 
demonstrations by Kent Shannon from University of Missouri, as well as tie-dyeing and healthy food.

“4-H Conservation” day camp again drew 14 campers and 4 counselors and was held at Ben Branch 
Conservation Area. This camp was led in part by MDC agents Eikermann and Gray and participants kayaked, hiked, 
and learned about water and wildlife safety.

July – While 102 4-H youth submitted projects and animals to the Osage County Fair, the annual “Kids Morning Out”
program was held again for local families and childcare providers.  Local businesses and organizations come together 
to expose children to agricultural aspects of their everyday lives.  These presenters included: Osage County Fire 
Department, Osage County Health Department, Missouri River Regional Library, Three Rivers Electric Cooperative, 
Central Missouri Community Action, Missouri Sheep Producers, Local FFA Chapters, Local Author Sunshine Shanks, 
Osage Ambulance District, Missouri Department of Conservation, Osage County Law Enforcement.

October – National 4-H Week in Osage County included a food drive, a family fun night at Westphalia Trading Co, 
and a city proclamation in Linn.

December – Volunteers entirely organized and held a successful Taste of 4-H Fun Fest.



County Engagement

Reading and Feeding – Summer Meals

In partnership with Missouri River Regional Library, 
No Kid Hungry, and MOFACT, County Engagement 
Specialist Elizabeth Anderson developed menus 
and shopping lists for a summer meals program.  
This unique series of weekly events combined 
healthy and adventurous eating with bookmobile 
stops and free books for children in Jefferson City 
and Linn.

In Osage County, this program was able to serve 
20-25 meals per week for 7 weeks and distributed 
130 $15 gift certificates to Thriftway to allow 
families to purchase more produce or other 
household goods.

Taste of Osage

After a four year hiatus, County Engagement 

Specialist Elizabeth Anderson partnered with Jenn 

Millard from Central Missouri Community Action 

Agency and Mark Perkins with Naturally Meramec (a 

unique agritourism program out of Meramec 

Regional Planning Commission) to resurrect the 

event. 

While the team only had a few months to plan, the 

2021 event drew approximately 400 attendees and 

featured nearly 30 local vendors.

Plans are already underway for the 2022 Taste of 

Osage – with a focus on expansion of vendors and 

attractions, as well as increased marketing.



Century Farm Families

A wealth of history in Osage County

In 2021, Osage County was home to ten new 

Century Farm designees.  This is an extraordinary 

number and really speaks to the rich cultural fabric 

of Osage County.  One way that the office staff here 

in the county have begun recognizing these families, 

beyond the standard sign and certificate, is through 

the production of vinyl banners that feature family 

photos. They were showcased during the 2021 

Osage County Fair, are available for families to 

order, and will continue to be produced for Century 

Farm families in the future.

Berhorst Farm – first aquired in 1918

Bisges Family Farm – first aquired in 1920

Kliethermes Mertens Farm – Purchased by Lawrence J. Mertens, from Alphonse & Josie Deltence on 
August 12, 1913.  The farm contained 240 acres.  Later in life, Lawrence Mertens married Lena 
Niekamp and to this union five children were born.  Son Ralph Mertens (died in infancy), daughter 
Bernadine (Mertens) Kliethermes, son Andrew Mertens, son Nelson Mertens, and daughter Marie 
Mertens.  
On August 12, 1959, Lawrence J. & Lena Mertens sold the farm to Nelson Mertens.
On June 11, 2018, Ryan Kliethermes, great-nephew of Nelson Mertens, and his wife Robin (Loehner)
Kliethermes purchased 95 acres of the farmstead.
On June 21, 2019, Larry Kliethermes, nephew of Nelson Mertens, and his wife Martha (butler) 
Kliethermes purchased the remaining 145 acres of farm land.
Over the years, the farm was a source of income for the Mertens family – raising hogs, chickens, and 
cattle.  For many years it was also a dairy farm.  In the later years, Nelson and his sister Marie raised 
a great deal of produce that they sold at local markets.  Today, Larry Kliethermes and his son, Ryan, 
raise hay and beef cattle.

Mengwasser Farm – first aquired in 1882

Weber Farm – first aquired in 1866

Rudroff - Wilson Farm – first aquired in 1845 Wulff Farm – first aquired in 1921



Century Farm Families

Henry Loehner Family Farm – On February 11th, 1920, Henry J. Loehner purchased 800 acres along 
the Maries River between Koeltztown and Westphalia, from Gotfried & Katie Melies.  Through the 
years, Henry and his wife Anna (Brune) raised their eight children; Bernadine, Leo, Cornelius, 
Brigitta, Joseph, Mathilda, Edward, and Eleanor.

The farm was passed down to Henry and Anna’s youngest son, Edward.  Ed and his wife, Mary
(Henke) raised hogs, cattle, hay, and corn. The also had 400 chickens who laid eggs for Huhn’s store 
in Westphalia and Ed also took on custom combining work .  Ed and Mary had three sons – Mark, 
James, and Thomas.

In the 1970s, Mark and Tom took over the farming operation from their father.  They are the fifth 
generation of Loehners to farm in Osage County.  They modernized many aspects of the farm 
including a feeding floor, farrowing house, sow building, and numerous hay barns.  They ran a 
farrow to finish hog operation until 2004 when Tom was elected to the state legislature and Mark 
started a Vermeer equipment business.  Both Loehner families still reside on the farm today, and 
have expanded over the years – including the sixth and seventh generations in the family business.

Mark married Roxie Wilde on April 25, 1981 and had three children – Austin (Megan) Loehner, 
Andrea (Corey) Otto, and Clinton (Fallon) Loehner – and currently have four grandchildren.

Tom married Becky Scheulen on November 27, 1982 and had five children – Rachel (Brad) 
Heimericks, Robin (Ryan) Kliethermes, Katie Loehner, Sarah (Michael) Reinkemeyer, and John 
Loehner – and have six, nearly seven, grandchildren. 

Kremer Farm – Founded October 1906, when Joseph Kremer purchased 220 acres from Michael & 
Gertrude Schmitz.  Currently owned by Harry and Dorothy Kremer. 



Century Farm Families

Luebbert Farm – George and Clara (Boeckman) purchased their farmstead directly from the US 
government in two deeds from November 1st, 1851 and November 1st, 1856.  

They then had six children and passed the farm to their youngest, Bernard (Barb Zeilman).  This 
couple then passed the farm to their oldest son George (Christine Luecke).  The land was then passed 
to William (Loretta Stegeman) and subsequently David (Helen Bock).

Most recently, the farm passed to the sixth generation in 1998, when it was purchased in 1998 by 
Chris (Teresa Kampeter) from his father David. In the years since, Chris and Teresa have worked to 
remodel and modernize the family home and other outbuildings. David and Helen still live on a tract 
of the original farm, as do their other children Melissa and Travis, in their own homes.  Each year the 
family comes together to butcher hogs and beef, as well as an autumn homecoming for extended 
relations.



2021 Osage County Honorees

Friend of 4-H

Roger Scheulen

Leader’s Honor Roll

Steve Duncan

Leader’s Honor Roll

Kay & Arlen Schwinke

4-H Hall of Fame

Patsy Luebbert

4-H Volunteer of the Year

Christine Rieke

County Clerical Award 

Use of Technology

Karen Thompson

Each year, the work of Extension is enriched and expanded through the extraordinary efforts of 
individuals in our communities. This year we are honored to recognize the following outstanding leaders.






