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The Oregon County MU Extension Council is a council of elected
and appointed citizens who guide local educational programming.
County council members are partners in the entire educational
process, from needs assessment through program implementation
and evaluation of outcomes. Council members work with regional
specialists to provide the county educational programs, manage
finances of local extension operations, provide personnel to carry out
Extension activities, and elect and organize the local Extension

council.
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David Stubblefield, Presiding
Terry Cline, Northern
Jason Kemper, Southern




Using university research and science-based knowledge, University of Missouri Extension works
with people to understand change, solve problems and make informed decisions. MU Extension
addresses a wide range of needs that fall into three grand challenges for the state of Missouri;
Economic Opportunity, Educational Access and Excellence, Health and Well-being. We offer in
person and online programming, publications and information in these major interest areas:
Agriculture and Environment, Business and Community, Health and Safety, Youth and Family.

MU Extension is a partnership of the University of Missouri campuses, Lincoln University, the
people of Missouri through county extension councils, and the National Institute for Food and
Agriculture of the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

MU is a land-grant university, meaning it is a part of a federally mandated mission to carry the
benefits of university research beyond campus. Federal legislation in the 1800s provided for the
donation of public land to individual states. Missourians chose to apply their land grants to the
existing Columbia campus. This created two universities in one — a land-grant institution
leading in research for all citizens of the state, across the nation and around the world, and an
intellectual center to advance liberal arts scholarship. Today, through statewide offices,
publications and web-based services, extension faculty in every county of Missouri continue to
carry the benefits of MU research throughout the entire state.

Every Missouri county, by Missouri State Statutes, has a University of Missouri Extension
Council comprised of elected and appointed citizens. State law confers the right for councils to
work with MU Extension faculty to act as educational brokers, putting the interests and concerns
of local people together with the resources of our land -grant University so people can obtain
their goals. The MU Extension Council strives to support our three impact areas of Economy,
Education, and Health, and represent the diverse sectors of Oregon County by its membership.

Through a network of county offices, the University of Missouri solves problems and engages
with communities across all 114 counties and the City of St. Louis.

MU faculty, staff and elected council members, who live in your community, work with you to
identify local interests and issues and then offer relevant programming and resources to meet
the unique needs of you and your community. Our job is to partner with communities to find
solutions with credible, science-based information that will help you:

» Grow safe and healthy food

* Build and grow profitable businesses

* Improve your health and relationships

* Increase agricultural production

» Update professional training in business, health and safety
* Engage youth as valued, contributing citizens




Appropriations hudget

Income

County Appropriation 61,742.25
County Contract 5,000.00
Total Income 66,742.25
Expenses

Salaries/Benefits 47,056.07
Travel 6842.00
Telephone 1459.93
Supplies/Service 3562.86
Insurance 1598.20
Postage 331.35
Advertising 99.17
Total Expenses 60,949.58

Extension funding is a three-way
partnership of federal, state and county
government. Federal and state money,
through the University of Missouri system,
pay professional staff salaries, training
cost, computers and communication
equipment. County funds support the local
office, secretarial and youth assistant
salaries, staff mileage and council
expenses.

The Oregon County Extension Council,
faculty and staff would like to express our
appreciation to the Oregon County
Commissioners for their continued support
of extension programs.

Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government. Federal and state
money, through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, training costs, computers
and communication equipment. County funds support the local office, secretarial and youth assistant

salaries, staff mileage and council expenses.

The ****insert your county**** County Extension Council,

faculty and staff would like to express our

appreciation to the ****insert your county**** County Commissioners for their continued support of

extension programs.

Local Support

Did you know you can donate directly to

*kkky

insert your county**** County

Extension with a gift to be used immediately or as an endowment contribution
for long term efforts. Monies put into the endowment are left forever to earn
interest with the county office benefiting each year. You can also direct your
donation to a specific program such as 4-H or Master Gardeners.




County highlights

2024 OREGON COUNTY FARM FAMILY

Blake & Michelle Martin and family of Couch, MO were among the families honored during the 66th
annual Missouri Farm Family Day, Aug. 14 at the Missouri State Fair.

The Martin family was selected as the Oregon County Missouri Farm Family by University of Missouri
Extension in Oregon County and the local Farm Bureau. The family includes Cylee, Wyatt, Sydnee,
and Tanner.

Each year, the fair sets aside a day to recognize farm families from across the state that are active in
their communities, involved in agriculture, and/or participate in local outreach and extension programs
such as 4-H or FFA.

The annual event is sponsored by five partner agencies: the Missouri Farm Bureau; the Missouri
Department of Agriculture; the Missouri State Fair Commissioners; the MU College of Agriculture,
Food and Natural Resources; and MU Extension.

The event showcases the impact that Missouri farm families have on the economy and heritage of the
state, said Missouri State Fair Director Mark Wolfe. “These families are involved in agriculture
activities in their communities and are active participants in local outreach and extension. As the
premier showcase for Missouri agriculture, the Missouri State Fair is most certainly the appropriate
place to celebrate these families.”




County highlights

The 2024 recipient is the Glen & Vivian Trantham Farm. Elijah Trantham acquired the
farm, located in Koshkonong, in 1917, beginning an agricultural journey that continues
today through his grandson Glen and his wife Vivian. It is a remarkable
accomplishment when a farm family perseveres through The Great Depression, World
War Il, and the many ups and downs of farming to continue this legacy 107 years later.
This farm now joins the other 40 century farms in Oregon County.

Leaders Honor Roll

The Leader’s Honor Roll program is intended to honor outstanding University of
Missouri Extension community leaders who have excelled in supporting, educating, and
advancing MU Extension and/or 4-H in their communities and county. In 2024, we
recognize Doug & Jan Melton and Terry Smith for their long-term commitment and
support of Oregon County Extension.



County highlights

Ten participants, along with a master gardener volunteer and staff,
enjoyed learning about an ancient art form of Japanese gardening that

was created over 1000 years ago. Each participant created a kokedama
(Ko-ke-da-ma).




County highlights

A food preservation workshop, featuring
meat pressure canning, was held in
December.

The class focused on some canning
basics and demonstrated how to can
meats safely using a pressure canner.
There were 16 in attendance.

Farm Trade Show
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Oregon County Extension took part in the Farm Trade Show held in Thayer, MO.

hosted by Oregon County Soil & Water Conservation District. Members of the

extension council and staff members were there to provide information to those who
attended.
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Texas County Fair

Oregon County 4-H members and Clover Kids
had an excellent time at the Texas County Fair!
They won many ribbons, banners, trophies and
even belt buckles!
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Some of our Shooting Sports members participated in the Rover Volunteer Fire Department Turkey Shoot.
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Kids in the Kitchen was
held with 4-H children
ages 6 to 12 years old
which uses USDA’s
MyPlate. Youth
participants learn to
prepare simple, healthy
foods they can make for
themselves and others.
Each lesson includes
kid-friendly handouts
such as recipes and tips
on how to use kitchen
equipment safely. The
hands-on cooking
experience encourages
them to eat healthier
meals and shacks.

The 2024 Kids in the
Kitchen used some of
their experiences to
serve the community. In
February 2024, they
made valentine cookies
and gave them out to
residents of the Shady
Oaks nursing home in
Thayer, MO. In March
2024, they made
homemade zucchini
bread for Shepherd’s
View assisted living
residents to enjoy.

Each participant
received a certificate
and a cooking pin, along
with service time for
working in the
community. Itwas a
great experience for all
participants.
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Other 4-H Events
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AGRONOMY IMPACT

Soil testing is a tool that many producers in
Oregon County use to monitor fertility and pH
levels for forage and crop production. There were
447 interpretations of soil test reports by the
Agronomy Field Specialist for 2024.

Private Pesticide Applicator Trainings
certify crop producers for restricted use
pesticides. MU Extension provides classes
for these certification needs. There were a
total of 26 private applicator trainings in
Oregon County in 2024.

Oregon County 11t Annual Farm Trade Show

Oregon County Soil and Water Conservation
District held the annual farm trade show on
Saturday, October 12"in Thayer. There were 45
vendors and 400 people who attended the event.
The door prize was a Tarter Portable Squeeze
Chute valued at $6,600 sponsored by Newberry
Sales, LLC.

Haley Schwantz attended providing a booth for
producers to chat about any forage or soil related
questions. She also provided guides on forage
establishment, soil sampling, and other resources.

Native and warm season grass establishment and
production has become more popular with cost
share programs and research funding
opportunities.

Two pasture walks were offered in 2024. There
were two attendees at the Warm Season Grass
Pasture Walk in September. This program was
followed up by a farm visit of one producer who
attended the event. Total farm visits and phone
calls direct to the Agronomy Field Specialist in
Oregon County were over 220.










Career Exploration Day

SW Research, Education, and Extension Center — Mt.
Vernon - September 19th

1600 area youth attended to learn about careers in
agriculture

Elizabeth Picking spoke to students about careers in
the equine industry and how to determine body
condition scores on horses. Students got to interact
with horses River and Lily.

Ask the SW Ag Experts — Zoom Discussion

Agronomy, horticulture, dairy, livestock, and ag business
specialists introduced themselves and spoke about their
area of expertise and what programs might be of interest to
producers. Then time was given for attendees to ask
questions from the specialists.

Missouri Agrability Project

AgrAbility helps farmers with disabilities and their families
succeed. The program links MU and Lincoln University
extension services with a nonprofit disability organization to
provide practical education and on -the-farm assistance that
promotes agricultural and rural independence.

Missouri AgrAbility can...

- help determine if you're eligible for agency services

- perform a customized, on -site assessment of your farm or
ranch

- recommend effective and safe solutions to help you
overcome limitations

- provide educational resources to support your goals

- connect you with a peer support network

Elizabeth Picking is part of the Missouri Agrability Project
team and discusses the nroaram with nerspective clients.

Spring Forage Conference

The 40th Annual conference is a collaboration
between University of Missouri Extension regional
ag specialists, Natural Resource Conservation
Service employees, and Soil & Water Districts.
This conference brought in nationally recognized
speakers to create a high -quality conference. This
conference had approximately 450 producers and
industry stakeholders attend. The Spring Forage
Conference planning committee is made up of
NRCS, Soil & Water, and MU Extension personnel
including: Elizabeth Picking, Patrick Davis, Andy
McCorkill, Tim Schnakenberg, Micah Doubledee,
Terry Halleran, Reagan Bluel, Chloe Collins, David
Brown, Wesley Tucker, Jake Hefley, and Jennifer
Lutes.

Artificial Insemination Schools

Elizabeth Picking Livestock Specialist, Reagan
Bluel Dairy Specialist, and Chloe Collins Dairy
Specialist taught artificial insemination schools in
April and October of 2024 in partnership with Kent
Daniels from Select Sires, FCS Financial in Joplin,
American Foods Group, and Joplin Regional
Stockyards. This multi-day school combined
classroom learning about estrous synchronization,
reproductive anatomy, and management strategies
to increase Al success with hands -on learning.
Attendees were able to get hands on practice
artificially inseminating cows and handling and
thawing semen. These 24 attendees became
certified to artificially inseminate cattle.

Managing Nuisance Wildlife Workshops_




4th Annual Howell County Equine Conference

Elizabeth Picking Livestock Specialist developed
and held this conference for horse owners.
Christin Byrd, Soil Conservationist with Natural
Resources Conservation Service spoke about
NRCS programs available for horse owners to
take advantage of such as the conservation
stewardship program and the Environmental
Quality Incentives Program. Haley Schwantz
spoke about soil fertility and manure as fertilizer
and Elizabeth Picking spoke about have selection
and evaluation. This conference brought together
8 horse owners from multiple counties in southern
Missouri.

Cattle Health Management Workshop

Joseph Meggison and Jody Wade, DVM spoke about

cattle health management to approximately 30
attendees in West Plains, MO.

Howell County Freezer Beef School

Missouri Grazing Schools

This program teaches management -intensive
grazing (MiG), which subdivides large fields into
smaller paddocks then rotates livestock across
paddocks. The program is delivered in 2 - and 3-day
schools that are held during the growing season
(April to October) throughout Missouri, including at
MU outlying centers. School instructors in MU
Extension are regional specialists in Agronomy,
Livestock, and Ag Business. They pair up with
colleagues in NRCS, who teach fencing and
watering systems as well as design of grazing
systems. In 2018, impact of the grazing school
program was $125 million annual to the state
economy.

Show Me Select Heifer Program

This program gives cattle producers an opportunity
to market high quality replacement heifers through
12 sales a year. This also offers producers a source

of bred replacement heifers which have gone
thrniinh a renrndiirtive trart ecnre and nalvir
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Extension Tax Schools

University of Missouri Extension ag economics department and ag business specialists worked together to
coordinate one summer and three fall tax schools. The summer school was in person and live online. Fall
schools were in Columbia and Springfield and one online school. The schools were designed for those who
prepare taxes including enrolled agents, tax preparers, CPAs, individuals, and attorneys.

The training included updates on legislation, rulings and cases, individual taxpayer issues, agricultural and
natural resources topics, ethics, trusts and estates, agriculture and natural resource tax issues, business tax
issues, business entity tax issues, IRS issues, related party issues, real estate rental activity issues, limited
liability company issues, and international tax issues. The schools were approved for 8 and 16 hours of
continuing education credit by the IRS, Missouri Bar and for CFP continuing education. Total continuing
education hours reported to IRS for the schools was 3,776 hours.

The teaching teams included CPAs, a former IRS stakeholder liaison, an IRS certified retired ag economics
professor, an attorney, a certified financial planner, Missouri Department of Revenue and extension ag
business specialists.

The evaluations had many positive comments and helpful suggestions. Planning is underway to offer trainings
in 2025. Local county residents benefit when local tax preparers have the opportunity to gain knowledge,
which benefits their clients and communities. The tax schools are a program of the ag business and policy
program of MU Extension, coordinated by Mary Sobba with help from a team of ag business specialists
throughout the state.

The resources for the schools included the IRS, the National Income Tax Workbook from the Land Grant
University Tax Education Foundation, and materials written by the instructors.

The 2024 school attendance totaled three hundred fifty people. The participants were from throughout
Missouri, including one from Oregon County.










Health & Well-being

SNAP Education

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Education (SNAP-Education or SNAP-Ed) brought
$11,145,237 in federal funds to Missouri. The funds support engagement with 74,864 Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) recipients and eligible citizens of Missouri who learned about
being active and healthy eating on a budget. This year we had 1,164,143 indirect educational contacts
through newsletters, health fairs, food pantries, and the Show Me Nutrition helpline.

1,207 direct and 1,205 indirect contacts were made in Oregon County.

Participants in SNAP-Ed learn the importance of making healthier meals and snack choices, eating
breakfast more often, are more willing to try new foods, increase their physical activity, and make
healthier food choices. Those who practice healthy eating and are physically active are more likely to
contribute to a healthy labor force and enjoy a high quality of life throughout the lifespan.

This vital programming effort also reduces healthcare costs over the participant’s lifetime, saving
taxpayer money in reduced public healthcare benefits and insurance premiums.

Success Story

This 5t grade class completed the 6-
week Show-Me-Nutrition class about the
five food groups with flying colors. They
were very attentive, had great answers,
and enjoyed the fun In healthy food from

each food group.

NPA: Jan Beazley




Health & Well-being

WITS Workout

As we age, the fear of dementia and Alzheimer’s

becomes more of a worry. WITS is a program that helps
exercise one's brain through puzzles and other brain health
strategy games. Each session has a theme. The last
Friday of the month beginning in January and ending in
October, one can participate at the senior age centers in :
Oregon County. The center director reports the size of the John Fuller
group attending continues to increase and folks look Field Specialist in Human
forward to it every month. Development




This class uses the
fictional family pictured
above to demonstrate the
consequences of not
having an estate plan.

Economic
Opportunity

Jennifer R. Williams taught four
estate planning classes in Oregon
County in 2024 to 74 adults,
educating them on the importance
of completing an estate plan.

“l was unaware of beneficiary
deeds in Missouri and will
certainly execute such when |
update other documents.”

““What’s the worst thing that
could happen’ is way worse
than | ever imagined!”
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Serving: Greene, Polk, Dallas, Webster, Wright, Texas, Shannon, Oregon, Howell, Ozark, Douglas, Christian, Taney, Stone, Barry

Missouri Small Business Development Genter (SBDC)

The Missouri SBDC at Missouri State University
provides support to your county’s entrepreneurs and
small business owners through 1:1 assistance and
training. Over the course of 2024, our office met with
clients to discuss a wide range of topics including:

= Starting a business

= Business financing

= Business expansion and relocation

= Financial planning & cash flow management
» Marketing strategy & strategic growth

= Course projects with MSU students

= Purchasing a business

= |nternational expansion opportunities

= Technology commercialization

Through leveraging regional partnerships, several
programs geared toward small businesses and
enhancing the local workforce were offered through
an initiative called Innovate SOMO. In 2024 this
initiative allowed for our Center to partner with local
resources and offer 16 Early-Stage Business Boot
Camps across Southwest Missouri. Our Early-Stage
Business Boot Camps have helped 311
entrepreneurs look at all aspects of their business
including, feasibility, business planning and
understanding business financials.

REGIONAL KEY OUTCOMES

934 Business owners received multiple 1:1
consulting sessions regarding their small
businesses.

$20.4 million Approved capital funding
$158.3 million Increase in sales

30 New businesses started

773 New jobs created

5,189 Jobs retained

4,775 Attendees joined our business and
professional development training programs.

The Missouri SBDC at Missouri State University serves
15 counties in southwest Missouri (highlighted).

Learn more ahout our latest programs and
training

sbdc@missouristate.edu
417-837-2617

sbdc.missouristate.edu

STATEWIDE HIGHLIGHTS

Increase in sales for client companies through the
assistance of the Missouri SBDC network

Government contracts secured through the
assistance of APEX Accelerators (formerly MO PTAC)

Capitalization secured through the
assistance of the SBDC

Impact data is client verified and obtained by approximately 30% of clients annually for the statewide network.
The Missouri SBDC is funded in part through a cooperative agreement with the U.S. Small Business Administration.









