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Dear Friends of Extension, 
 
In 1992 the extension councils of both Morgan and Moniteau agreed to house the extension center for both 
counties in the Morgan County Courthouse. Since that time the University of Missouri Extension has provided 
researched-based information and educational programs to improve the lives of residents in both counties. 
 
This unique partnership and cooperation of the two counties is a model for others in the state. Both councils and 
the extension staff appreciate the continued support of the county commissioners: Tony Stephens , Ryan Hoffa and 
Brian Lehman from Morgan County and Mac Finley, Clint Hoellering and Rick Messerli from Moniteau County. 
 
This Annual Report highlights a few of the programs that made a difference in 2022. We look forward to a 
continued partnership to improve the lives of the residents of Morgan and Moniteau Counties. 
 
                 
  Angelia Story                                          Dawn Cook 

                       Morgan County Secretary                                                              Moniteau County Secretary 
 
 
 
                    Joni Harper                                                  Elaine Anderson 

     County Engagement Specialist                                                                            County Engagement Specialist 
                         Agriculture & Environment                                                                              for 4-H Youth Development 
 

County Extension Program Funding 

and Expenditures 2022 

Income 

                Morgan County Appropriations  $46,603.01 

                Moniteau County Appropriations            $16,000.00 

   Total Income   $62,603.01 

 

Expenses 
 

 Office Staff Salary    $27,363.50 

 4-H YPA     $15,650.00 

 Temp.     $ 916.10 

 Travel     $5,173.63 

 Postage     $1,612.25 

 Telephone    $1,845.00 

 Advertising    $850.00 

 Supplies     $6,850.50 

 Insurance    $1,017.80 

 Misc.     $163.50 

 Council Elect.    $275.00 

 Repairs     $131.23 

 Furniture/Equipment     $755.00 

Total Expenses     $62503.51 





Agriculture and Natural                                     

Resources (ANR) 
Joni Harper, CES/ Agriculture and Environment                                                

Gene Schmitz, Livestock Specialist                                                                                           

Todd Lorenz, Agronomy Specialist                                                                                             

Ramón Arancibia , Horticulture Specialist 

The Ag program provides producers and landowners information they need to manage their operations and increase the 

profitability and viability of their enterprises. With the support of the MU College of  Agriculture, the local extension center 

works for local landowners by providing educational programs, one-on-one consultations, and technical services. Over 1765 

unique participants were reached in Morgan and Moniteau counties. 

What impact does this have on the participants?  

A major drought during the summer and fall of 2022 caused limited forage 

availability for many livestock producers.  Concerns about nitrate levels in  

forages, prussic acid levels in forages, alternative forages, and winter                   

feeding options were topics that were addressed to help producers cope with 

drought conditions and limited hay supplies.  Additionally, independent                 

assessment of pasture losses during the grazing season and reports were             

prepared for Morgan and Moniteau counties based on rainfall records, USDA 

drought monitor information, individual contacts, and visual observations.   

Farm and Ranch Stress Assistance —Economic stressors, lack of access to 

mental health services, and a 

hesitancy to seek help results in 

strained personal relationships and productivity loss for Missouri farmers and 

ranchers. The Farm and Ranch Stress Assistance program provides  mental 

health assistance and suicide prevention services. In 2022, the mental health 

programs have served 1,554 farm community members in all  Missouri                    

counties. 

Soil testing is utilized by both gardeners and homeowners as well as                     

agriculture forage and livestock production.  Any production, from back yard 

gardens and lawn to full scale agriculture, that is attempted with insufficient 

information may result in crop failure, wasted money and environmental                  

degradation from soil erosion or misuse of pesticides. Through our office, the 

University of Missouri Soil Testing Laboratory provided accurate analysis for 

over 431 soil samples submitted from Morgan and Moniteau county.   

Heroes to Hives—The program’s goal is to train veterans in beekeeping while also addressing 

the mental and physical  wellness of veterans and help them establish beekeeping as a hobby 

or a business. Research has shown that the act of keeping bees can be very therapeutic, much 

like gardening and other outdoor activities. With this program we also  incorporate other MU 

Extension programs such as QPR suicide prevention training, stress relief, and Tai Chi into the 

Heroes to Hives curriculum.   Since 2022, we have trained over 300 veterans in beekeeping and 

the program continues to grow! 



Ozark Prairie Master Gardener 

The  Ozark Prairie Master Gardener’s (OPMG)  Educational Outreach  
 
 

2022 Core Training Class - New Style of Teaching 
The annual core training class sessions are                      
developed to teach all subjects of gardening to                      
invite new members to join the Master Gardener                                          
association in their local chapter. This year, the 
course was taught over a series of Saturdays at                  
select member’s houses. The students learned from 
a blended series of lectures combined with hands on 
or in the field experience. This had a wonderful      
turnout with almost 15 students interested in                    
enrollment and 10 graduated to achieve Master 
Gardener status.  
  
5th Annual M.G. Field Day— At this annual field day                   
participants learned about flower arrangements,                     
vegetable gardening, care of cactus and succulents, 
raising and using herbs, managing invasive species, 

the fours seasons of soil, native plants and monarchs. Speakers were from local Master Gardeners, MU Extension, Lincoln 
University, Master Naturalists, MO Cactus & Succulent Society, Friends of the Monarch, MO DNR. 
 
Chestnut Festival- Participants were invited to a day to learn all about chestnuts, their various uses and how to grow and 
harvest them. This event was hosted by a local family with their own chestnut farm. Participants indulged in different dishes 
including chestnuts while learning about the  
 
Recognized as the 2021 Outstanding Club of the Year, in the medium sized club category.  Earlene Britton was recognized as 
2021 Master Gardener of the Year. It is a testament to the OPMG that in the 5 years that the Awards for Excellence have 
been given, OPMG has won 13 of the 15 awards.  
 
The Chapter was  able to plant there community        
garden, with many Versailles area residents                
making good use of all the produce from the               
garden.  
 
OPMG were still able to maintain a high quality of 
volunteer hours in our community. The majority 
of our members were able to log their 20 hours 
with many members logging in much greater 
numbers. Members logged in over 1,771                   
volunteer hours in 2022. 

“Helping others learn to grow” is the mission of the Missouri Master Gardeners.                          

Members work tirelessly giving their own time to help beautify their communities and       

disseminate unbiased, research based gardening information to the general public. 



4-H in  

  Morgan and Moniteau  

 

A community of 1389  youth building like skills, contributing to their community and becoming college and career 

ready.  290youth ages 5-18 and 93 volunteers enrolled and participated in Moniteau and Morgan County 4-H 

community club programs in 2022.  Thirteen community 4-H clubs offer long term education experiences where 

members learn life skills such as decision making, public speaking and working with others.   Members learn by 

doing under the guidance of adult volunteers, who teach projects ranging from computers and arts to animal sci-

ence and healthy living.  Clubs also involve youth in community service, camping and educational trips.   

 

Missouri 4-H has shown 4-H inspires kids to do more, grow true leaders, builds leadership and communication 

skills, social and emotional skills.  4-H is the only youth development program 

Space Theme 4-H Day Camp 

Project Night Morgan County 

Elaine Anderson, CES in 4-H Youth  Development                                 
Hailey Colvin, Youth Program Associate—Morgan 
Laura Baepler Youth Program Associate—Moniteau 



4-H Civic Engagement involves working to make a positive difference in one’s community and developing 

the combination of knowledge, skills, values and motivation to make that difference (Elrich,2000).   

4-H youth engage within communities on many scales making contributions that reinforce their sense of 

purpose and strengthening their sense of bellowing with peers and community adults.   

4-H Day of  Service 

A group of 13 teens in Moniteau County coordinated a 9-11 
commemorative ceremony in California MO at the Latham 
Memorial Park.  The participating 4-H youth had a sense of 
pride  of bringing the community together for the celebra-
tion with over 200 attendees.   

Morgan County 4-H Silver Spurs  club coordi-
nated an event to recognize health care profes-
sionals in the county.  They delivered t-shirts 
and goodie buckets to nursing homes, doctor 
offices and school nurses.  They wanted to 
thank them for all their hard work during the 
past several years.  



Christina Edholm, Human Development Specialist     
Liz Harrison, Nutrition and Health Specialist 
Casey Adkins, Nutrition Program Associate 

Health & Well-being 
 

Building Strong Families for Youth  

Over 600 youth participated in activities at Ag Safety days, 
various day camps and after school programs. Strengthening 
relationships and building communication skills enhances 
the mental and physical well-being of children. 

 

100+ 
 

Over 100 youth during summer 2022 
learned about significant events 

through the decades. Campers creat-
ed time machines and explored the 

idea of aliens. 

We are creating a better future for people throughout mid-Missouri by focusing on increasing employable 
skills, strengthening family resilience and centering on improving mental health. Tina Edholm, MU Extension 
Field Specialist in Human Development and Family Science, engaged with over 5,000 individuals across  
Missouri as well as three other states. 

Building Skills, Growing Futures 

Building Strong Families In January 2022, the University of Missouri Extension was approved as a con-
tractor with the Missouri Division of Social Services. This enabled Field Specialists to offer parental to  
parents who seek to maintain or regain custody of their children. Through Zoom and in-person classes, 
the team served 100 parents and a total of 621.5 hours were earned impacting over 100 Missouri chil-
dren. Tina contributed to this effort by teaching or moderating eight sessions with participants from  
Benton, Boone, Cooper, Howard, Moniteau, Morgan, and Pettis counties. 



 4,524 contacts were made in  

Morgan and Moniteau County  

by the  

Nutrition Program   

In 2022 

Health & Well-being 
 

 SNACP—Education 
 

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
Education (SNAP-Education or SNAP-Ed) brought 
$10,315,347 in federal funds to Missouri.  The 
funds support engagement with 470,352  
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance  
Program (SNAP) recipients and eligible citizens of 
Missouri.  There were 317,179 direct  
educational contacts.  This year we had 
2,410,436 indirect educational contacts through 
newsletters, health fairs, food pantries, and the 
Show Me Nutrition helpline.   
 

4,052 direct and indirect contacts were made in 
Morgan County and 472 in Moniteau County.   
 

Participants in SNAP-Ed learn the importance of 
making healthier meals and snack choices, eating 
breakfast more often, are more willing to try new 
foods, increase their physical activity, and make 
healthier food choices.  Those who practice 
healthy eating and are physically active are more 
likely to contribute to a healthy labor force and 
enjoy a high quality of life throughout the 
lifespan.  
This vital programming effort also reduces 
healthcare costs over the participant’s lifetime, 
saving taxpayer money in reduced public 
healthcare benefits and insurance premiums.   

Quality for Keeps – Home Food Preservation –  

When you support MU Extension’s Quality for Keeps – Home Food Preservation program, you help participants 
learn safe, research-based practices and techniques, as well as enhance their access to an adequate supply of 
safe, affordable food.  This leads to a healthy population, which in turn helps keep health costs in check and our 
communities viable.  
 
 

  "I didn't know that I was supposed 
to get my canner gauge tested, so 
I'm glad I saw it in the newpaper. 
                     "Morgan County resident 

"I haven't ever gotten my gauge 
tested in 35 years. I'm glad to know 
it's still safe!" -  
                   Moniteau County resident 







Missouri Century Farms 
The Missouri Century Farm program dates back to 1976 and seeks to recognize and celebrate the families and farms who have 

survived the test of time and been in operation for 100 years or more. For Missouri and the community, the Century Farm                        

program is an important venue to promote and preserve the states cultural and  economic past for future generations. 
 

Qualifying farms are recognized with a certificate and farm sign for display at the farmstead. Over 184 farms in Morgan and 

Moniteau counties have qualified for  Century Farm status with two farms located in 

Moniteau Co. qualifying as a Founding/Bicentennial farm.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moniteau County State Fair Family- Wayne & Melissa Hentges  

Morgan County 
 Morrison Family Farm-1902 

 (Doug Morrison) 

Monsees Farm-1910 

 (Mary Monsees & Roger Simon) 

 

Moniteau County 
 C & R Family Farm -1919 

(Carl & Ruby Allee) 

Edward & Ella Kueffer Homestead-1920 

 (Gary & Hyla Kueffer) 

 

 

State Fair Families 

Morgan County –Dual & Carley Kumberg  

Moniteau County- Wayne & Melissa Hentges  



Morgan and Moniteau County University of Missouri Extension 

Faculty and Support Staff 

On Site Faculty 

Joni Harper 
Morgan CES/Ag and Environment Specialist 
 

Elaine Anderson 
Moniteau CES/4-H Youth Development 
Specialist 
 

Program Associates 
 

Laura Baepler 
Moniteau 4-H Youth Program Associate 
 
Hailey Colvin 
Morgan 4-H Youth  Program Associate 
 

Office Support Staff 

Shelby Burns 

Faculty Serving Morgan/Moniteau County 

Gene Schmitz                                                            Livestock  

Todd Lorenz                                                                Agronomy 

Tina Edholm                                             Human Development 

Vacant                                      Natural Resources Engineering 

Sarah Havens                                                Natural Resources 

Ramon Arancibia                                                    Horticulture 

Kelly Asbury                                          Business Development 

 West Central Regional Director 

Wayne Prewitt 

2022 Morgan and Moniteau County Extension Councils 

Morgan Officers 

Wayne Kroeschen —Chair              

Greg Schad—Vice Chair   

Angelia Story—Secretary  

Diann Holsten—Treasurer 

Appointed 

Tony Stephens  - Commissioner                             

Jeremy Bashore—MFA                                         

David Steinmeyer—Farm Bureau 

Morgan Elected 

Joann Billington 

Wiesje Guhr   

Norman Kilmer   

Marsha Nelson                      

Patricia Sanders                         

Nora Lee Waisner                      

 

 

Moniteau Officers 

Kenny Kunze  - Chair              

Mac Finley- Vice Chair   

Dawn Cook - Secretary  

Moniteau Elected 

Don Basinger   

Barb Denker      

Sandy Deraps   

Jeanne Heuser         

Bruce Longan 

Mitchell Moon 

Wade Petree 

Norman Rohrbach       

Appointed 

Mac Finley - 
 County Commissioner    
Chuck Massengill   
 Farm Bureau 

University of Missouri Extension Center Morgan and Moniteau County                                                           

100 E. Newton St. 4th Floor                                                                                                  

Versailles, Mo.  65084                                                                                                       

573-378-5358                                                                                                                    

morganco@missouri.edu or moniteauco@missouori.edu                                                             

EXTENSION.MISSOURI.EDU/MORGAN  

EXTENSION.MISSOURI.EDU/MONITEAU 

Equal opportunity is and shall be provided to all participants in Extension programs and activities, and for all employees and applicants for employment on 

the basis of their demonstrated ability and competence without discrimination on the basis of their race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national 

origin, age, disability, or status as a Vietnam-era veteran. This policy shall not be interpreted in such a manner as to violate the legal rights of religious or-

ganizations or military organizations associated with the armed forces of the Unite States of America. 


