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Who we are

Faculty and staff Council members

County commissioners

Sarah Denkler
Southeast Regional 
Director

Tabatha Shankle
Specialist in 
Human Development

Sherrie Crossfield
Office Support 
Staff

Darrell Jones             James D. Conn                Mitch Pullen
2nd District                    Presiding                      1st District

Commissioner             Commissioner               Commissioner

Amber Childers
Extension Engagement 
Specialist

Paula Cates
Nutrition Program 
Associate

Barbara Cleaves
Nutrition Program 
Associate

In all 114 Missouri counties, an MU County Extension

Council of elected and appointed citizens, guides local

educational programming. County council members are

partners in the entire educational process, from needs

assessment through program implementation and

evaluation of outcomes. Council members also work with

specialists to provide county educational programs,

manage local extension finances, provide personnel to

carry out extension activities and organize the local

extension council elections.

Adam Grindstaff, 
Chairman

Preston Moore, 
Vice-Chairman

Mindi Fitzgerald, 
Secretary

Lauren Dugan, 
Treasurer

Cole Byassee Jacquie Castandeda

Vanessa Jackson Cyndi Norton

Tiffany Shankle Bryan Feezor

Jason Renaud Jamie Conn

Mississippi County Extension Council

Faculty & Staff Housed 

In Mississippi County

Income

County Appropriations $              42,000.00 

Total Income                                                 $              42,000.00 

Expenses

Salaries/Benefits $              22,537.60 

Travel $                 1,608.00 

Telephone                                                      $                    600.00 

Postage $                    500.00 

Office Supplies/Service                              $                 2,665.60 

Advertising / Publishing / Programming Costs $                 5,053.80 

Utilities                                                      $                 4,212.00 

Election Expenses $                    700.00 

Insurance                                                  $                 2,023.00 

Professional Service (CPA) $                    600.00 

Capital Repairs                                           $                 1,500.00 

Total Expenses                                        $              42,000.00 

2022 Budget

Mississippi County Faculty/Staff Impact
Program Individuals Served
CED 3601
Human Development 3933
Agriculture 2531
Nutrition and Health 7769
4-H Youth Development 3627
Horticulture 7350



Educational Access & Excellence

MU Extension partnered with the Mississippi County Youth & Drug Coalition to host two Life Skills Camps in Mississippi 
County during the Summer of 2022.  During these three day camps, youth learned valuable life skills that will help them 
be successful as they grow into adulthood. Classes included sewing, woodworking, culinary arts, first aid, horticulture, 
several classes that were structured as substance abuse prevention activities. 4-H curriculum was used for the classes.  
We had close to 50 participants total at each camp.

With assistance from community 
volunteers, the Mississippi County 4-
H program was able to host an in-
depth sewing class for youth.  During 
Class the youth created quilted bean 
bag toss games, Pillows, Homemade 
sleeping bags for themselves.  They 
also created Walker Bags to donate 
to residents at the local nursing 
home. 

The 4-H Youth Farm Animal Art 
Show allowed students to show 
off their artistic talent in a local 
art show held during the 2022 
Dogwood Azalea Festival!  
Winners advanced to the 
regional art show at the 
Margaret Harwell Museum in 
Poplar Bluff, MO.

In partnership with Tour 
de Corn, 4-H sponsored 
a Bicycle Rodeo during 
the Sweetcorn Festival!



Educational Access & Excellence

Anthony Ohmes
Field Specialist 
in Agronomy

The 4-H Community Service Project for 
2022 was the Farmer Appreciation 
Luncheon that was help on March 17, 
2022.  As a result of a tragic accident 
on the interstate the day of the 
Luncheon, many farmers were unable 
to come to the event allowing for the 
ability to provide meals for emergency 
service workers and stranded motorists 
from the accident.  

The University of Missouri’s Strip Trial Program is an on-farm 
research effort to help producers learn more about specific 
research areas on a farm scale.  Those areas of research include 
cover crops, nutrients, and fungicides.  Three strip trials were 
conducted in Mississippi County.  Two sulfur strip trials on 
soybean (one pictured) and one fungicide timing trial.  
Information gained will help MU researchers provide applied 
research-based information back to producers to help make 
informed management decisions.  MU Field Specialist in 
Agronomy, Anthony Ohmes, helped coordinate and work with 
farmer cooperators in this research effort  For more information 
on the MU Strip Trial program or how you can participate as a 
farmer cooperator, visit our website:
https://extension.missouri.edu/programs/strip-trial-program

University of Missouri Strip Trial Program

After a rainy start of the week, SOLAR Day was held as planned.  The event educates 3rd and 5th grade 

level students on the importance of conservation.  MU Field Specialist in Agronomy, Anthony Ohmes, 

provided soil conservation management education  to 5th grade students. Missouri is in the heart of the 

third largest river basins in the world, the Mississippi River Basin.  It is exceeded in size by the basins of 

the Amazon and Congo.  Watersheds are the land area from which surface runoff drains into a stream 

channel (river), lake, reservoir or other body of water is called a watershed; also called a drainage basin.

An “Enviroscape” which is a 3-D model of a watershed was used as a hands-on visual to demonstrate 

how soil erosion and nutrient runoff can make its way to ponds, lakes, ditches, and rivers.   Students get 

to participate by being the rain cloud (spray bottle) over the agricultural and urban environments 

represented on the display. 

Mississippi County is located at the confluence of the Mississippi and Ohio rivers.  Within larger 

watersheds are locally managed watersheds.  Mississippi County is in the Lower Mississippi-Memphis 

and New Madrid-St. Johns watersheds.  All citizens play a role in the quality of water that drains from the 

land that encompasses these watersheds.  Students should be aware of the many practices that can 

influence watershed quality.  These practices span from larger practices such as soil conservation in 

farming and construction to waste water treatment to storm drainage and home drainage and the things 

that go down these drains.  

Participants will gain a better understand that even the small sources of pollution have a cumulative 

effect and we all must be good stewards of our watersheds.

https://extension.missouri.edu/programs/strip-trial-program


Educational Access & Excellence

SNAP-Ed Public Value Statement 2022

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Education (SNAP-Education or 

SNAP-Ed) brought $10,315,347 in federal funds to Missouri. The funds support 

engagement with 470,352 Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 

recipients and eligible citizens of Missouri. There were 317,179 direct 

educational contacts. This year we had 2,410,436 indirect educational contacts 

through newsletters, health fairs, food pantries, and the Show Me Nutrition 

helpline.

2,507 direct and indirect contacts were made in Mississippi County.

Participants in SNAP-Ed learn the importance of making healthier meals and 

snack choices, eating breakfast more often, are more willing to try new foods, 

increase their physical activity, and make healthier food choices. Those who 

practice healthy eating and are physically active are more likely to contribute to a 

healthy labor force and enjoy a high quality of life throughout the lifespan. 

This vital programming effort also reduces healthcare costs over the participant’s 
lifetime, saving taxpayer money in reduced public healthcare benefits and 
insurance premiums.Barbara Ann Cleaves, NPA

Paula Cates, NPA

Creating Entrepreneurial Communities-What is it?

• A non-traditional conference where breakout 

sessions are hosted by local entrepreneurs in their 

businesses.

• A state network of stakeholders come to share and 

learn evidence-based practices and ideas related to 

fostering entrepreneurship and business 

development.

• Designed to be held over a two-day period with an 

overnight stay at local hotels.

• Evening networking event encourages participants to 

share success stories and gain valuable knowledge 

to take back to their communities. 

Short Term Outcomes

• 97% agreed that the conference was a good value 
for their time/money

• 87% agreed that the connections made at the 
conference would help them bring lessons learned 
back to their communities. 

• 100% of all participants were satisfied or extremely 
satisfied with the conference.

Participant Quotes…
•“New connections at CEC can help be bring these 

practices to my community.”

•“Enjoyed sessions being located in local businesses. 

Great opportunity to engage while learning.”

•“Happy to see youth participate in the conference. They 

are our future.”
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