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A Walk to Remember!

The weather may not 
have been absolutely 
ideal but the 12th Annual 
Lake Area Master Gar-
deners Garden Walk was 
a great success!  With the 
much appreciated assis-
tance from Eldon Garden 
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Club members and use of  
their gardens, folks were 
given a great opportunity 
to visit and experience 
some wonder time out-
doors. We are especially 
indebted to Jackie and 
Ellis Bray, Dave and Della 

Hemminger, Debbie and 
James Guthrie and Joan 
Eads for all the hours of 
preparation and for their 
involvement at each of 
the gardens.

Above: Gardeners enjoy 
the Butterfly garden.

Left: Joan Eads points 
out features of Eldon’s 
Blue Star Memorial 
Garden.

Below: Ted Ferguson, 
Glenda Hinrichs and 
Gail Conavay present 
Joan Eads with 2018 
commemorative stones.



A statue takes center 
stage in a garden at the 
rear of Debbie Gutherie’s 
back yard. 

Left: Gnomes and turtles 
frolic among marigolds 
and petunias, while 
Debbie (below) takes a 
moment to rest on her 
front porch before the 
garden tour begins.

Left: Jackie Bray leads a 
group through her forest 
gardens. 

Below: A bird bath 
creates a beautiful focal 
point in Jackie’s yard.

A sunny spot in the 
Bray’s front yard makes 
the perfect spot for a 
seating area with some 
bright annuals.
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A hand made sunflower stands tall over a newly-created 
pumpkin patch at Dave and Della Hemminger’s place.

Above: Raised beds and straw bale gardens provide an 
abundance of produce for Dave and Della.

Below: A beautiful garden welcomes visitors to the 
Hemminger’s guest house.

Above: Dave explains to 
Bev Dungan and others 
about the garden at the 
entrance of their farm.

At right: A fairy has a 
lovely place to spread 
her wings at the base of 
Dave’s back porch.

Left: Della Hemminger 
displayed several of 
her quilts and fabric art 
pieces.

Below: Sara McRoberts 
a student at Camdenton 
High School was on 
hand to showcase her 
artwork at the Gutherie 
garden.
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HigHligHts fRom tHe June meeting
The June meeting featured a potluck dinner to celebrate the successful completion 
of the 12th Annual Lake Area Master Gardeners Garden Walk. We were honored 
by the presence of the Eldon Garden Club members who graciously allowed us 
to showcase their gardens on the tour. We also presented our scholarship award 
to Baylee Siegel. This was the first time we gave a scholarship to the same person 
two years in a row. But because of the outstanding achievements made by Baylee 
and her dedication to the field of agribusiness we felt she was the most deserving 
candidate for the scholarship again this year. Because of the success of the plant 
sale and garden walk we were able to increase the scholarship to $1,000.

Above: Tricia Barrett 
presented Rita Burke 
with a certificate for 100 
hours of service.

Top left: Gail Conavay 
gave her report on 
the garden walk and 
introduced and thanked 
the members of the 
Eldon Garden Club.

Bottom left: Deb Finn 
presented our student 
scholarship to Baylee 
Siegel.

Bottom center: Debbie 
Laemmli presented 
options for club field 
trips.

Below: Rocky Raccoon 
also made a surprise visit 
to our June meeting.



Far left: Paint smooth 
stones with your plant 
names. They last and 
won’t blow away.

Left: Painted garden 
totems make a great 
accent. A piece of rebar 
driven in the ground 
provides support.

Above: Terra cotta pots 
painted with a variety of 
harlequin patterns are a 
great place for herbs.
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Just some thoughts...
Do you remember reading the book by Rachel Carson,  The Silent Spring? 
This book was written in 1962, but it is still appropriate for today. The book 
documented the adverse effects on the environment of the indiscriminate use of 
pesticides. How many times do we spray indiscriminately?  Do we know what we 
are spraying for, and furthermore,  is it environmentally safe? In my earlier years 
of gardening, I applied Sevin powder to a good many of my vegetable garden 

plants.  Now, after completing the Master Gardener 
Class, I realize I was killing many of our pollinators. 
Shame on me, but now I know better.  I am now 
an advocate for “safe” pesticides. When I go into a 
store that handles pesticides, I try to refrain myself 
from putting “sticky notes” on unsafe pesticides.  
Please be mindful of the pesticides you apply, and 
choose the least volatile  one.  By-the-way, if you 
missed the workshop on June 16, entitled “Grow 
Native,” you missed a great workshop. What 
wonderful presenters, and all so knowledgeable. It 
was a great workshop! Thanks to MU Extension for 
supporting such a great panel of speakers. 

Be kind to our flora and fauna...

Bev Dungan, President

gARdening 
ideAs
While visiting a garden tour in the Kansas City area, 
I took a few photos of some items I thought were 
particularly interesting. So I’m sharing them with you. 
I hope you find them a source of inspiration for your 
own gardens.



“If you wish to make anything grow, you must 
understand it, and understand it in a very real 
sense. ‘Green fingers’ are a fact, and a mystery 
only to the unpracticed. But green fingers are the 
extensions of a verdant heart.”−Russell Page, gardener, garden        
                                                                                                                              designer and landscape architect

         A

Caregiver
                       By nature
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“meet me in my garden.”

It didn’t take long to notice after stepping into JoAnne 
Gitchell’s yard that I was in the presence of a caregiver 
with green fingers and a verdant heart. I soon learned 
that not only is she an avid gardener, but she is a 
nurse by trade. Just like a nurse with her ward of 
patients, there is a ward of 12 “beds” in her yard. 
Each has its own particular requirements, ailments, 
needs and conditions. Each has been cultivated and 

nurtured over the past 18 years and allowed to grow 
and develop into plant groupings perfectly suited for 
their environs. 
 
One garden in particular is a memorial garden to a 
friend and fellow gardener, Sam Hatheway. He was 
in the process of restoring much of his farm near 
Maryville, Missouri to prairie natives when he  



passed away. Sam was one to share what he loved 
and JoAnne was the recipient of many of his native  
plants which now reside in this garden dedicated  
to his memory.  
 
In fact, many of the plants in her garden were gifts 
from other gardeners. She let me know that her love 
of gardening all started with a simple gift of some 
purple cone flowers from a friend. Family members, 
friends, and associates have all added to the host of 
plants under her care. The hollyhocks are a reminder 
of her mother who loved them and the hen and 
chicks are from Bob’s mom. The daylilies are from her 
friend, Mary DeLacy, and the list goes on. JoAnne 
is also very adept at starting new plants from seeds 
she collects from roadside native plants and from the 
gardens of others. Bob even gave her the gift of an 
amazing potting shed for their 20th anniversary.

Hollyhocks are a reminder of JoAnne’s mom.

JoAnne’s potting shed. A gift from Bob.

Hen and Chicks from  
Bob’s mom.

Daylilies from Mary DeLacy.

Hand painted sign for the Sam Hatheway memorial 
garden with included plant names.
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“Studies indicate that when adults 
interact with plants and nature, they 
live longer, have less stress and much 
healthier lifestyles. Gardening provides 
spaces that families and friends can use 
to relax and enjoy time together.” 
Wisdom from a Greenleaf Nursery plant label 



Above and at right are examples of some of the  
crafts created by JoAnne’s sister.
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JoAnne and her husband 
Bob have each left their 
mark on this 3-acre 
former logging property. 
JoAnne is in charge 
of her “beds” nestled 
among the multitude 
of second growth oaks. 
Bob has mowing and 
maintenance duties, 
erosion control and 
woodworking projects. 
He has been known to 
rifle through JoAnne’s 
quilting books looking 
for interesting patterns 
to use as guides for some 
of his projects. He also 
lends a bit of whimsy 
to many of the spaces 
around the property −
like his wind whirligigs, 
benches and bird and bat 

houses. JoAnne’s sister 
has also given of her 
talents to help decorate 
the Gitchell home. From 
planter boxes to fanciful 
turtles made from terra 
cotta plant saucers to 
ants made from golf 
balls, they all add to the 
coziness of the place.

A view from the driveway of the front of the house that includes Bob’s woodworking projects.  
Insets are some of Bob’s wood quilt squares. 



This is the spot that JoAnne loves for bird watching . 
 Bob’s canoe whirligig adds color and whimsy,  

the green awning provides welcome shade. Insets (l. to r.) 
Baltimore oriole, Carolina wren and hummingbirds.
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No stranger to having visitors to her garden, JoAnne  
was on the 2014 LAMG Garden Walk.
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As I mentioned before, 
JoAnne is a caregiver 
to her patients and her 
gardens. She is most 
concerned with providing 
habitat for Missouri and 
Midwestern prairie native 
flora and fauna. As soon 
as I arrived I was greeted 
by a box turtle while 
several hummingbirds 
surrounded the feeder 

near JoAnne’s front window. JoAnne will easily admit 
that she is not at all concerned about a beautiful 
mono culture of finely manicured lawn. It’s all about 
what is best for her charges. If the hollyhocks have 
holes but the insects are happy, so is she. She uses no 
pesticides! If a plant is struggling in one location, well 
then, it’s time to move it to another bed where the 
conditions are more to its liking.  

As we strolled around the grounds she was quick to 
identify many of the birds by their songs. These days, 
many a relaxing hour is spent sitting on her deck 
listening to their calls and watching their antics. Like 
so many of us gardeners, she has created a place that 
brings her joy and peace. It was a caregiver’s labor of 
love and worth every minute.

Cone flowers, like those  
that started JoAnne’s  

love of gardening.

Butterfly weed is a milkweed 
from the Asclepias family, 
named after the famous 
Greek God of Medicine.

Common milkweed is the 
host for monarch butterfly 

caterpillars.

Yucca in full bloom.  
It is sometimes called 

Adam’s Needle.

The welcoming committee.

A rain garden bed packed full of beautiful native plants  
and an assortment of our abundant Ozark rocks.



by Winnie McKinley

This Grow Native! Workshop was held on Saturday, 
June 16 in Osage Beach, MO at the Church  
at Osage Hills. Attendance was good with  
56 participants. This included at least seventeen  
Lake Area Master Gardeners. 
 
The workshop focused on native plant selection, 
design, and maintenance for specific landscaping 
needs and the importance of native plants for 
pollinators, as well as on the use of appropriate 
native plants for stormwater management and 
identification/control of invasive species and  

Plants with a Purpose: specific natives for 
specific landscaping Purposes 

grow native Workshop
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native alternatives. Speakers for the morning 
sessions were Ronda Burnett, Community 
Conservation Planner with the Missouri Department 
of Conservation in Springfield, and Dr. Ed Spevak, 
Curator of Invertebrates at the Saint Louis Zoo. 
Afternoon speakers were Becky McMahon, Project 
Ecologist and Vice President of DJM Ecological 
Services, Inc. in St. Louis; Jerod Huebner, Director 
of Prairie Management for the Missouri Prairie 
Foundation in Joplin, and Carol Davit, Missouri Prairie 
Foundation Executive Director.

The workshop concluded with a field trip to the 
Osage Beach City Park to look at a native planting 
area done by the Lake of the Ozark Master  
Naturalist Chapter.

ted’s tiPs
I just thought I would pass on a product 
recommendation to any of you having trouble with 
deer eating all your prized plants. I have been using a 
product called deer out this year and it has made a 
huge difference. The best thing about it is that it smells 
like mint instead of fox urine. That makes the task of 
spraying almost enjoyable! I just wish I had started 
using it before they mowed my hostas down. They 
have almost made a full recovery since I began using it.



2018 Club officers
Beverly dungan, President  
Phone: 573-480-3137
E-mail: bjdungan42@gmail.com
debbie laemmli, Vice President  
Phone: 816-304-9416
E-mail: dlaemmli@gmail.com
nancy Hall , secretary  
Phone: 913-221-9007
E-mail: candonancy@gmail.com
mary Hardesty, treasurer  
Phone: 573-345-4900
E-mail: maryhardesty@mac.com

standing Committee Chairs
2017 garden Walk, gail Conavay  
573-286-5064  
theconavays@gmail.com

Club Photographer, glenda Hinrichs  
573-964-5601
dannavajo@icloud.com

Historian, sally Burke  
573-480-7815
burke.lakelovers@gmail.com

Hospitality, Rita Burks  
573-434-4144
ritab001@hotmail.com

membership, mary mitchell, 
913-396-1117 
mitchellmarye@yahoo.com

mu eXt, momA, mg Classes,  
Winnie mcKinley 
573-793-6231
mckinleyw@hotmail.com

newsletter, ted ferguson 
816-896-1862
laketimeted@gmail.com

Projects, glenda Hinrichs
573-552-5337 
dannavajo@icloud.com

Publicity, norene fields 
217-816-8172 
momfields@hotmail.com

Plant sale, deb finn,  
225-324-7011 
dfingardner@gmail.com 
co-chair, susan osgood  
816-289-4774 
sllatimer1@gmail.com

scholarship, deb finn 
225-324-7011 
dfingardner@gmail.com
Yearbook, nancy Hall 
913-221-9007 
candonancy@gmail.com
Ways & means, mildred Webster 
573-363-5650 or 573-346-7211

our mission: 
“Helping others 
learn to grow”  
and  
to HAVe fun  
Along the Way!

Items for the monthly newsletter are  
due to the Newsletter Chair,  

Ted Ferguson, by the 20th of the month 
Send to laketimeted@gmail.com

Visit & Contribute to  
LAMG Facebook Page:  

www.facebook.com/
lakeAreamastergardeners

Remember to Report Master gardener 
volunteer hours online at  

www.mg.missouri.edu

Miller County Extension
P O Box 20

Tuscumbia, MO 65082
Phone/Fax 573-369-2394

If you need help identifying a garden plant, 
problem or pest, please submit photos of it 

via email to Trisha Barrett,  
barrettpr@missouri.edu. Be sure to 

include a close up shot as well. 

gardening Questions?
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