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GET 
YOUR 
PLANTS 
HERE!
New time, new location, 
great success! The 
2018 Lake Area Master 
Gardeners plant sale on 
May 5 held at the Prewitt 
Point parking lot in 
Osage Beach had  
many firsts, including 
selling kokedama.
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Many people were very interested in the gardening 
literature Winnie McKinley had on display.

Deb Finn, Mary Hardesty and Jan Mitzel were ready to meet 
all customers with a bright and friendly smile.

Master gardeners get ready to sell plants and give gardening 
advice. Jan and Dan Mitzel’s vintage car, trailer and canoe 
attract extra attention. 

Kokedama created at our 
April meeting.



Mystery solved
After considerable 
searching on the 
internet, Mary Hardesty 
was able to identify an 
unmarked plant donated 
for the sale. 

lysimachia ciliata 
‘Firecracker’

Fringed loosestrife
UsdA Zone: 2-9

this native North 
American wildflower, 
forms an upright mound 
of rich burgundy-purple 
leaves, studded with 
starry yellow flowers in 
the summer.

Customers consider their purchases as Master Gardeners look on and are ready to assist.

At right are a nice selection of succulents.

sUrprise visitor
Janet Carson, extenion Horticulture specialist from little rock Arkansas stopped by to 
show support for fellow Master Gardeners. Janet, shown here with susan osgood, Mary 
Mitchell and Jan Mitzel, will be speaking at the National Master Gardening Convention.
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The Grow Native! Ambassador Award recognizes 
outstanding contributions to the advancement of 
the use and promotion of native plants in the built 
environment or altered landscapes. At the 2017 
Grow Native! Professional Member Conference on 
November 8, outgoing Grow Native! Committee Chair 
Betty Grace (far left) presented the 2017 award to 
Kathy Fayant, an active member of the Lake of the 
Ozarks Chapter of the Missouri Master Naturalists, 
Lake Area Master Gardeners, and Lake of the Ozarks 
Watershed Alliance. Fayant has shared her love of 
gardening by promoting natives throughout the Lake 
of the Ozarks area in many ways. She has overseen 
design and maintenance of the Missouri Department 
of Conservation’s native plant garden at its office in 

The 2018 Master 
Gardener Class project 
this year was completed 
by Becky Witt,  
Kay Webery, Beth Brisbin, 
and Carolyn Rugloski. 
These new Master 
Gardeners helped with 
planning and planting 
this area of Wilmore 
Lodge with hostas and 
will also be adding drift 
roses to the design later.

One of Ours Is Honored:  

2017 Grow Native! 
Ambassador Award
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Camdenton, MO. When the local Wonderland Camp 
needed help with water runoff mitigation, Fayant 
met with camp staff and together they developed 
native planting designs for the entrance and around 
area buildings that would not only address the runoff 
issues, but also provide beauty for visitors and habitat 
for pollinators. Fayant has donated plants from her 
property—which is a showcase of the beauty and 
diversity of natives—to start community gardens, such 
as Laurie Park Gardens, Osage Beach City Park, and 
the Camelot Community Gardens. Hundreds of yards 
of private homes contain at least one of her plants.

Reprinted with permission from the Missouri Prairie Journal, 
Volume 39, #1, Spring 2018, page 8.

Class 
Project
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A FUN MORNING SHOPPING
On May 3rd a group of Lake Area Master Gardeners made the trek out to Shirk’s 
Garden Center to help select flowers for planting at Wilmore Lodge and area 
banks. Kathy Fayant led the way and oversaw the selection of all plants. There 
were several greenhouses packed full of beautiful healthy plants which made 
decision making a little difficult. Just so much from which to choose! But once our 
choices were made and purchased it was time for selecting for our own gardens.  
I speak from personal experience that it was just so hard to stop.

Above: Kathy Fayant and 
Mary delacy had a great 
time selecting flowers for 
Wilmore lodge.

Above: Kathy Fayant 
explains what plants go 
where to patricia Griffin, 
Bev dungan, Mary 
delacy  and the rest of 
the Master Gardeners 
and friends.

Below: Bev dungun 
and susan osgood are 
excited about their finds 
and ready to plant.
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What’s growing in your garden...
You know when someone lights your fire again, you say, “Ah, ha, I knew that!”  
Well, that is exactly what happened when two fierce advocates of “Grow Native” 
presented their program to the current Master Gardeners’ class. I started to think 
about the food sources on our property for the wildlife. Over the past three 
years, I have slowly begun to replace the ornamentals (mostly hostas) with native 
plants. On our property we have many different species of trees, mainly native 
oak, but a variety of native trees. It was brought to my attention again that more 
than 500 different kinds of caterpillars feed on oak trees without any harm to the 
trees. While the native cherries and plums support 429 species, and native asters 
support 105 different species. Alas, the hostas (which is my fetish) feed none of 
these species. This is really a concern since I have limited food for the birds, not 
counting the feeders that are provided. Good news, we have our first family of 
beautiful bluebirds. As I ponder this, we have had the bluebirds 
around our property, as well as seven bluebird houses, but none 
nesting. Maybe it is the natives I have already started growing 
on our property that invited them to nest. Something else that 
was addressed...if everyone would plant just 1/10 of an acre with 
natives, we could help change the biodiversity for the better. 
Food for thought.

Be kind to our flora and fauna...

Bev Dungan, President

WORkING AT
WILMORE
May 10th was another 
work day at Wilmore 
Lodge. Becky Witt and 
Kay Webery planted pots 
with succulents by the 
entrance to the lodge. 
Patricia and Dale Griffin 
worked on the round 
hillside bed and barrel 
pot. Mary DeLacy and 
Kathy Fayant planted a 
bed in front of the lodge 
and Kathy planted down 
at the pool garden. Ted 
Ferguson worked on the 
herb bed area. Thank you 
to any other workers I 
might have missed. Your 
efforts are so appreciated.

Below: pots of cannas 
are ready to be planted. 
right: Mary delacy and 
Kathy Fayant begin 
planting a bed. Below 
right: ted Ferguson 
takes a selfie with newly 
planted herb bed.



“Look for a white  
Toyota Camry in the front 
parking lot and a lady in crazy 
looking garden boots.”That was the message I received when setting up a time to 
interview Norene Fields about her volunteer efforts at the 
Camdenton Community Christian Church Memorial Garden. And 
though her boots were a little loud, Norene was a very pleasant and 
soft spoken woman. She made it clear that she was a bit reluctant 
to be the subject of this interview and only agreed once we decided 
that the main focus would be on those that started, developed and 
cared for this lovely garden before her and upon the garden itself. 
What she does here is a service to her church and community.

The name of the garden is the Carroll Outdoor Chapel. Dedicated 
to Tracy and Colleen Carroll to honor their years of ministry. It was 

         A Time to

Serve
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“Meet Me In My Garden.”



characteristics. Norene and others from the church 
property committee have also met with Israel Blosser, 
an arborist with Oasis Tree Service to seek his advice 
on which trees within the canopy of the chapel might 
need to be trimmed or removed, what species would 
be best to add to the design and how the invasive 
Autumn Olive might be brought under control.  
Safety of parishioners is of great importance and Israel 
has pointed out that the Red Oak trees are more 
prone to branch breakage than some of the other 
canopy trees.

Norene is not alone in her efforts to care for the 
Carroll Outdoor Chapel. The congregation helps out 
with Spring clean up, raking and blowing leaves, 
cleaning out fallen limbs, weeding and spreading 
mulch. But there is always more that needs to be 
done. Norene has been given permission to accept 
assistance from members of the community and 
Master Gardeners. This help would be especially 
welcome.  

As we strolled through the garden Norene would 
periodically point out interesting or unusual plants 
for my attention. One plant I had not heard of was 
Amsonia. It is a light, feathery plant that blooms in 
early spring and turns a beautiful golden color in the 

their vision that this particular location on the church 
property, between and behind the church and the 
former parsonage, would make a wonderful outdoor 
chapel and a place to memorialize loved ones. The 
couple and their congregation labored to bring 
the vision to reality. In the early ‘90s Joyce and Dell 
Schardt, members of the congregation and owners of 
a landscaping business, lent their considerable talent, 
expertise and dedication to further developing the 
gardens design. So for over 25 years they lovingly 
cared for this space throughout every season. They 
have since retired and sold their business and are no 
longer able to work as they once did. They are still 
involved but have limited their energies to specific 
areas of the church grounds and garden. Here is 
where Norene comes in.

Norene completed her Missouri Master Gardener 
training in 2017. As she began to explore 
opportunities to reach out to the Lake Area and apply 
her newly enhanced plant and soil knowledge  she 
learned about the Schardt’s need for assistance. What 
she thought might be an occasional day or two spent 
helping out has grown into a substantial commitment. 
Most days you’ll find Norene, in her bright boots, 
making her away around the church grounds. 
Spreading yards of mulch, weeding, planting, 
maintaining and assisting. This year she spent over 
2 hours meticulously measuring the many areas that 
require mulch to determine exactly how much would 
be necessary. She also did a lot of research to find 
out what type of mulch would be most beneficial 
to the plant life while also being budget friendly. 

She advised the church 
that a hard wood bark 
mulch would not cause 
nitrogen to be tied up in 
the soil as much as other 
mulches, it stays in place 
well, looks nice and is 
not as expensive as many 
other mulches. Gloves 
and kneelers are needed 
however with this mulch.

As I walked past 
Norene’s car I noticed 

many items in her trunk,  including deer repellent. 
She informed me that the deer at the church are 
very hungry souls.  As new plants are added to 
the design, deer resistance is high on the desirable Amsonia has ice blue 

flowers in spring.
Bees were quite attracted  

to the holly blooms.

Norene’s trunk packed full of needed garden supplies.
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Here are examples of memorials found throughout the grounds of the garden.
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fall. As we walked by a holly tree next to the church, 
she pointed out how a particularly heavy snow fall 
from the roof had created a topiary effect. While 
appreciating this “natural pruning” we observed 
that the holly was in bloom and that the tree was 
swarming with hundreds of bees, flies and other 
flying insects dancing from flower to flower. The scent 
of the blooms were quite sweet and I could see why 
the critters were so enamoured. Norene also pointed 
out that in the berms around the 
church there were over 40 grasses. Soil 
tests revealed that the soil in the garden 
is fairly alkaline. Norene is taking steps 
to bring the pH down to improve plant 
health.

One of the future projects Norene hopes 
to see completed soon is a refreshing of 
the raised beds surrounding the chapel 
seating area. These were once full of 
Liriope but the hungry deer may have 
been too much of a stress on them. 
Research is ongoing for a replacement 
plant, with Sulphur Cosmos (Cosmos 
sulphureus) or Catmint (Nepeta x 
faassenii) as possibilities.

With Kathy Fayant’s example at Wilmore Lodge 
Norene will be taking steps to add a journal of the 
garden, including as many plant names, photos and 
descriptions, along with care schedules, as possible 
for future Memorial Garden caregivers.

One thing Norene has learned since beginning 
to work here is that although weeds need to 
be controlled, one should make sure you have 

something to replace them with that 
will help hold soil in place before you 
remove them all. Case in point, at the 
back of the parking lot was an area that 
had the most wonderful soil thanks 
to years of plant matter disposed of 
there. Cleome had been planted there 
and allowed to reseed itself. But in her 
haste to “clean up” that area, all the 
weeds were pulled and a heavy rain 
washed the majority of the soil down a 
ravine. Lesson learned. Looking closely, 
we noticed a multitude of Cleome 
beginning to emerge. With a little work 
and a bit of new compost rich soil this 
spot should be looking good soon.  

Norene learned here that 
sometimes weeds are  

good for erosion control.

Just off the beaten path we discovered  
this beautiful hydrangea bush.

Lovely purple blossoms of cranesbill cascade over  
weathered boulders along the garden path.
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Preparing to leave the grounds I was impressed with 
Norene’s dedication and enthusiasm for making this 
garden a tranquil, peaceful, safe and aesthetically 
pleasing place for a service focused congregation to 
have services, weddings, special activities or for times 
of quiet reflection. Oh, and those boots, Norene tells 
me they are great for stomping and encouraging the 
occasional snake to be on it’s way.

Thank you, Norene, for being the first of what I hope 
are many participants in this  
continuing segment called  
“Meet Me In My Garden.”

Here are some of the many grasses and perennials  
found on the church grounds.
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Delicate ferns brighten a  
shady spot in the garden.



2018 Club Officers
Beverly Dungan, President  
Phone: 573-480-3137
E-mail: bjdungan42@gmail.com
Debbie Laemmli, Vice President  
Phone: 816-304-9416
E-mail: dlaemmli@gmail.com
Nancy Hall , Secretary  
Phone: 913-221-9007
E-mail: candonancy@gmail.com
Mary Hardesty, Treasurer  
Phone: 573-345-4900
E-mail: maryhardesty@mac.com

Standing Committee Chairs
2017 Garden Walk, Gail Conavay  
573-286-5064  
theconavays@gmail.com

Club Photographer, Glenda Hinrichs  
573-964-5601
dannavajo@icloud.com

Historian, Sally Burke  
573-480-7815
burke.lakelovers@gmail.com

Hospitality, Rita Burks  
573-434-4144
ritab001@hotmail.com

Membership, Mary Mitchell, 
913-396-1117 
mitchellmarye@yahoo.com

MU EXT, MOMA, MG Classes,  
Winnie Mckinley 
573-793-6231
mckinleyw@hotmail.com

Newsletter, Ted Ferguson 
816-896-1862
laketimeted@gmail.com

Projects, Glenda Hinrichs
573-552-5337 
dannavajo@icloud.com

Publicity, Norene Fields 
217-816-8172 
momfields@hotmail.com

Plant Sale, Deb Finn,  
225-324-7011 
dfingardner@gmail.com 
co-chair, Susan Osgood  
816-289-4774 
sllatimer1@gmail.com

Scholarship, Deb Finn 
225-324-7011 
dfingardner@gmail.com
Yearbook, Nancy Hall 
913-221-9007 
candonancy@gmail.com
Ways & Means, Mildred Webster 
573-363-5650 or 573-346-7211

Our Mission: 
“Helping Others 
Learn to Grow”  
and  
To HAVE FUN  
Along the Way!

items for the monthly newsletter are  
due to the Newsletter Chair,  

ted Ferguson, by the 20th of the month 
send to laketimeted@gmail.com

visit & Contribute to  
lAMG Facebook page:  

www.facebook.com/
LakeAreaMasterGardeners

remember to report Master gardener 
volunteer hours online at  

www.mg.missouri.edu

Miller County extension
p o Box 20

tuscumbia, Mo 65082
phone/Fax 573-369-2394

if you need help identifying a garden plant, 
problem or pest, please submit photos of it 

via email to trisha Barrett,  
barrettpr@missouri.edu. Be sure to 

include a close up shot as well. 
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Gardening Questions?
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