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Who we are

Faculty and staff Council members

County commissioners

Lynda Zimmerman, County Engagement Special in  
Nutrition and Health (interim)       
zimmermanl@umsystem.edu

Cathy Galland, County Engagement Specialist in 4-H 
Youth Development (interim)      
gallandcs@missouri.edu

Jennifer Kempker, Youth Program Assistant  
kempkerjm@missouri.edu

Linda Galimore, Office Support   
lgalimore@missouri.edu

Other Faculty 

Matt Herring, East Central Region Director  
HerringM@missouri.edu

Elizabeth Anderson, Extension and Engagement 
Specialist
elizabethanderson@missouri.edu

Gatlin Bunton, Field Specialist in Agronomy  
Gatlinbu@missouri.edu

Gene Schnitz, Field Specialist in Livestock   
schmitze@missouri.edu

Miller County Extension Office
Courthouse Annex Bldg.
134 Second Street, P.O. Box 20
Tuscumbia, MO 65082
Phone: 573-369-2394
Email: millerco@missouri.edu
Website: extension.Missouri.edu/counties/miller
Facebook: University of Missouri Miller County

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday, 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Extension Council meetings are held at the office on the 
fourth Thursday of every month at 6:00 p.m.

Chaz Jesiolowski, Chairman

Robb Young, Vice-chairman

Cathy Galland, Secretary

Taylor Bailey, Treasurer

Johnnie Briggs-Taylor, Member

Winnie McKinley, Member

James Humphrey, Member

Don Abbett, County Commissioner

Chuck Miller, MFA Representative

Don Steen, Farm Bureau Representative

Leslie Wilson, City of Eldon Representative

Harley Engelmeyer, Youth Liaison

Megan Plassmeyer, Youth Liaison

Tom Wright, Presiding Commissioner

Don Abbett, 1st District Commissioner

Travis Lawson, 2nd District Commissioner
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Budget and more

Appropriations budget

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.
Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government. Federal and state 
money, through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, training costs, computers 
and communication equipment. County funds support the local office, secretarial and youth assistant 
salaries, staff mileage and council expenses.

The Miller County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to express 
our appreciation to the Miller County Commissioners for their continued 
support of extension programs.

Local Support
Did you know you can donate directly to Miller County Extension with a gift to 
be used immediately or as an endowment contribution for long term efforts. 
Monies put into the endowment are left forever to earn interest with the 
county office benefiting each year. You can also direct your donation to a 
specific program such as 4-H or Master Gardeners.

Income
County Appropriations     42,500
Transfers 3,298
Total Income 45,798

Expenses
Salaries/Benefits 32,185
Travel 1,683
Telephone 2,889
Office Supplies/Service 5,869
Postage 551
Insurance 2,160
Advertising 461
Total Expenses              45,798  







Economic Opportunity

Extension Tax Schools

University of Missouri Extension ag economics department and ag business specialists 
worked together to coordinate one summer and three fall tax schools.  The summer 
school was in person and live online.  Two fall schools were in person and the third was 
online via Zoom.  The schools were designed for those who prepare taxes including 
enrolled agents, tax preparers, CPAs, individuals and attorneys.

The training included updates on legislation, rulings, and cases, individual taxpayer 
issues, agricultural and natural resources topics, ethics, trusts and estates, agriculture 
and natural resource tax issues, business tax issues, business entity tax issues, IRS 
issues, current partnership tax issues, individual income tax issues, rulings and cases.  
The schools were approved for 8-16 hours of continuing education credit by the IRS, 
Missouri Bar and for CFP continuing education.  Total continuing education hours 
reported to IRS for the schools was 2,936 hours.

The teaching teams included a CPA and former IRS employee, and IRS certified retired 
ag business specialists.

The trainings received positive evaluations and planning is underway to offer trainings 
in 2023.
Local county residents benefit when local tax preparers have the opportunity to gain 
knowledge,
Which benefits their clients and communities.  The tax schools are a program of the ag 
business and policy program of MU Extension, coordinated by Mary Sobba with help 
from a team of ag business specialists throughout the state.

The resources for the schools included the IRS, National Income Tax Workbook from 
the Land Grant University Tax Education Foundation, and materials written by the 
instructors. 

The 2022 school attendance totaled three hundred eleven people. The participants 
were from all over Missouri. 



Economic Opportunity

Farm Tax Workshops

MU Extension hosted and taught Farm Tax 
Workshops for farm businesses and farm and 
ranch families. The content included bonus 
depreciation, section 179, hiring kids, farm 
income averaging, charitable contributions, 
weather related sales of livestock, retirement 
tools, health savings accounts, 2023 rates and 
amounts. The workshops were designed to 
convey information in a concise manner 
using information from the IRS and the Land 
Grant University Tax Education Foundation. 
The purpose of the classes is to get relevant 
and helpful information to farmers so they 
can make decisions and be better prepared to 
work with their professional tax preparer.

The workshops were a combination of in 
person classrooms and online via Zoom, with 
a total of ninety-one participants. 

Most participants completed an optional post 
survey. Eighty percent reported they had a 
better understanding of how to use tax tools 
in purchasing and selling farm assets (Section 
179, bonus depreciation and 4797). Eighty 
percent know where to find Farmer’s Tax 
guides, seventy-six percent understand they 
are responsible for records and 
documentation and not their tax preparer. 
Seventy-two percent said they understood 
charitable contributions. Seventy-six percent 
recognize year end planning is important. 

Many participants planned to take some 
action before the end of the year. Some of the 
planned actions included: reviewing farm 
records (76%), meeting with tax preparer and 
communicate with family members (48%). 
Plan to communicate with family members 
about tax issues (72%) and fifty-two percent 
plan to review resources before purchasing 
begins in 2023.

Farm tax education workshops benefit 
individuals by increasing their understanding 
and knowledge, leading to more informed 
decisions and management of taxes. Better 
knowledge also leads to improved 
communications with their tax preparers and 
accountants.  The result is researched and 
timely purchases of farm expenses, 
optimizing income tax scenarios and 
improved profitability over time.  Money 
saved in income taxes stays local and is spent 
in local businesses up and down main street, 
making a more vibrant and sustainable rural 
economy.  



Educational Access & Excellence

Gatlin Bunton, Agronomy Specialist
Soil Testing: Soil testing provides farmers, 
gardeners and homeowners information 
about the fertility of their soil and 
recommendations on how to fertilize and 
lime to improve plant growth. In 2021, over 
two hundred thirty soil samples were 
tested in Miller County. Farmers who use 
soil testing have reported that yields have 
improved because of using their soil test 
results. Other farmers have reduced 
fertilizer inputs due to soil tests showing 
that fertility levels are already high. 
Gardeners and homeowners use soil testing 
to improve fruit and vegetable production 
or to make their lawn grow better. Soil 
testing is the first step in making the most 
of fertilizer application. Extension guides 
and personal consultations help people 
understand their soil test reports and how 
to use the information in the report.

Farmer Consultations and Site Visits: Throughout the year farmers need timely answers and 
advice on various forage, weed management, and agronomic issues. Nitrate testing was one of 
the most common reasons for one on one consultations in 2022. Nitrate toxicity is a serious issue 
for grazing animals. When certain forages are exposed to cold or drought stressors they may 
increase the level of nitrates within the plant. An acid quick test allows you to visually assess 
whether or not the forage has toxic levels of nitrate and allows the producer to make informed 
decisions

Integrated Pest Management: Each year 
farmers, gardeners and homeowners find 
that they need information and education 
on pest management. Weeds, insects and 
diseases are the primary pest problems. 
People who have questions about pest 
management will call or bring in pests to 
the Extension Center for identification and 
management options. Pest identification is 
the first step in developing a management 
plan. Pest management options are 
presented for the person to use to make 
decisions. For farmers and commercial 
vegetable growers, pest management can 
be important to profitability. For 
homeowners, pests may cause aesthetic 
concerns.

Private Pesticide Applicator Training: Farmers who 
wish to purchase or apply restricted use pesticides 
must go through training to obtain or renew a 
private pesticide applicator license. Approximately 
fifteen farmers participated in private pesticide 
applicator training in Miller county in 2022. 
Farmers who participate in the training learn about 
pesticide labeling, personal protective equipment, 
environmental concerns, pesticide mixing and 
application, principals of pest control and pesticide 
formulations. The Missouri Department of 
Agriculture issues private pesticide applicator 
licenses.



Educational Access & Excellence

Gene Schmitz, Livestock Specialist
A major drought during the summer and fall of 
2022 caused limited forage availability for many 
livestock producers.  Concerns about nitrate levels 
in forages, prussic acid levels in forages, 
alternative forages, and winter-feeding options 
were topics that were addressed to help producers 
cope with drought conditions and limited hay 
supplies.  Additionally, four USDA Farm Service 
Agency county offices requested an independent 
assessment of pasture losses during the grazing 
season.  Reports were prepared for these counties 
based on rainfall records, USDA drought monitor 
information, individual contacts, and visual 
observations.  The novel endophyte tall fescue 
research plots near Clifton City provided vital 
forage yield information in the development of 
these assessment reports.

Native warm season grass plots were established 
at the University of Central Missouri.  These 
replicated plots are available for future use by UCM 
teaching and research faculty as well as use by 
MU Extension specialists for programming efforts 
in this area.

Native warm season grass plots at State 
Fair Community College are now well 
enough established that they were used for 
class instruction, summer pasture walk 
programming, and research projects during 
2022.  MU researchers have developed an 
ultrasound measurement / phone app 
interface to record forage height and 
estimate forage yield.  Yield estimate 
equations have been developed for cool-
season forages, but not native warm 
season grass species.  This was the 
second year of measuring and harvesting 
these plots to develop accurate equations 
to estimate forage yield.  We will continue 
efforts to improve the capability of this 
technology to estimate forage yield in 
native warm season grass pastures and 
hay fields.  This is funded through a grant 
from the Missouri Department of 
Conservation. 

The Alliance for Grassland Renewal is an 
organization comprised of universities, 
governmental agencies, private 
companies, and forage producers.  The 
mission of the Alliance for Grassland 
Renewal is to reduce or eliminate the 
negative effects of toxic tall fescue on the 
livestock forage industry through education 
and outreach, industry led quality control 
standards, and incentives, while pursuing 
new technologies and techniques.  I was 
involved in the following educational 
efforts: 1. A face-to-face renovation 
workshop in Springhill, TN; 2. A virtual 
renovation workshop which had 34 
participants from 9 states; 3.  Additional 
training for Extension agents and other 
forage educators was developed and 66 
participants from 10 states participated in a 
virtual training session.  At the end of the 
training, participants received a short 
presentation they can use at local 
meetings when requested to provide a 
program.



Health & Well-being



Health & Well-being

Miller County

• Show Me Nutrition PreK, Kradle to Krayon Lake Ozark, 32 students served
• Show Me Nutrition PreK, Rainbow Academy, 20 students served
• Show Me Nutrition PreK, Eldon Head Start, 36 students served
• Kids in the Kitchen, Kradle to Krayon Lake Ozark Summer Camp, 55 students served
• Eldon Back to School Fair, 316 students served









County highlights

Twenty-five Lake Area Master Gardeners 
(LAMG) contributed more than 1,161 
volunteer service hours in the Lake Area.  
COVID-19 still impacted the number of 
volunteer hours Master Gardeners were 
able to do in 2021.  These hours reflect 
work done in both Camden and Miller 
Counties.  They maintain the Willmore 
Lodge Gardens and decorate the Lodge 
entrance for fall and the lodge inside and 
outside for Christmas.   Volunteers 
worked in gardens at local churches, 
Share the Harvest, and shared advice 
and resources at booths (Farmers 
Market in Eldon, MO and local festivals 
as the Osage Beach Fall Festival).  Plants 
and seeds were also given away at 
booths.

Above: Willmore Lodge, Lake Ozark, MO

Left: Wake Robin in Willmore Rose/Hosta Bed

Below: Lake Area Master Gardener working on Pressed 
Flower Project



County highlights

A Garden Festival was hosted by LAMG at Willmore 
Lodge on June 11, 2022.  The Festival had 
presentations, an information center, and glove sales 
inside the lodge.  Presentations were related to various 
gardening topics.  Caroline Toole, Lake of the Ozark 
Watershed Alliance, shared information about Planting 
the Willmore Rain Garden and the new Watershed 
Management Plan.  Mervin Wallace, MO Wildflower 
Nursery, spoke about Container Gardening with MO 
Native Plants.  Growing Herbs in Containers was 
explained by Lake Area Master Gardener Carolyn 
Rugloski, FCI-BA, MSc.  Alice Longfellow, Longfellow’s 
Garden Center/All-in-One Outdoor Solutions talked 
about and showed examples of Roses for Central 
Missouri Gardens.  Outside the lodge LAMG had a Plant 
Sale, Craft Sale, and Concession Stand selling 
prepackaged snacks and drinks.  Participants had the 
opportunity to tour the gardens on the property of 
Willmore Lodge.     

Craft & Plant Sale at LAMG 2022 Garden Festival

Plant Sale at LAMG 2022 Garden Festival

LAMG awarded three scholarships in 2022.  One 
scholarship was a renewal for a 2021 School of the 
Osage High School graduate that is a freshman at 
Mississippi State University.  A second scholarship was a 
renewal for a 2020 Camdenton High School graduate 
that is a sophomore at University Missouri of Science & 
Technology.  The third scholarship was awarded to a 
2022 School of the Osage graduate for his freshmen 
year at the University of Missouri-Columbia.
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