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Economic Opportunity

Contacts by the Numbers:

Industrial Hemp 45

Master Gardner 17

Local Engagement– 19

Industrial Hemp 
Virtual workshop attended by 45 people who were 
able to make informed decisions about risk 
management in the hemp industry.

Master Gardener 
Virtual and Face to Face programming including 
YouTube videos and Canvas online learning helped 
participants learn while staying safe!

Prior to her retirement in March 2021, Patricia Barrett provided education and enrichment for Miller, 
Camden, Pulaski and Maries County residents through Master Gardener, Industrial Hemp, and Cole and 
Miller County Long Term Recovery Committee (serving tornado victims), and County Council meetings. 

Patricia Barrett
County Engagement Specialist

Counties served: Miller, Maries, Pulaski, Camden2021

Farm Tax Workshops

For the past few years, MU Extension has taught Farm 
Tax Workshops for farm businesses and families to 
include new legislation, tax changes, court cases, state 
tax issues and additional ag issues. The workshops are 
designed to convey information in a concise manner 
using information from the IRS and the Land Grant 
University Tax Education Foundation. The purpose of 
the classes is to get relevant and helpful information 
to farmers so they can make decisions and be better 
prepared to work with their professional tax preparer.

The workshops were a combination of in person 
classrooms and online classes, with a total of one 
hundred forty-seven participants. 

Most participants completed an optional post survey. 
Eighty percent reported they understood they were 
responsible for records and documentation and not 
their tax preparer. Seventy-five percent said they had 
a better understanding of how to use tax tools in 
purchasing farm assets (Section 179, Bonus 
Depreciation). Ninety-two percent recognized end of 
year tax planning is important. Seventy-eight percent 
reported they know where to find Farmer’s Tax 
Guides and where to find additional information.

Many participants planned to take some action 
before the end of the year. Some of the planned 
actions included: reviewing farm records (80%), 
meeting with tax preparer and communicate with 
family members (71%). Plans to communicate with 
family members about tax issues (62%) and fifty-six 
percent plan to review resources before purchasing 
begins in 2022.

Farm tax education workshops benefit individuals 
by increasing their understanding and knowledge, 
leading to more informed decisions and 
management of taxes. Better knowledge also leads 
to improved communications with their tax 
preparers and accountants.  The result is 
researched and timely purchases of farm expenses, 
optimizing income tax scenarios and improved 
profitability over time.  Money saved in income 
taxes stays local and is spent in local businesses up 
and down main street, making a more vibrant and 
sustainable rural economy.  

Two people from Miller County participated in 
these workshops in 2021.



2021

Youth and Family
4-H

Cathy Galland
County Engagement Specialist
In 4-H Youth Development, Miller, 
Maries, Phelps & Pulaski Counties

Jennifer Kempker
Youth Program Associate, 
Miller County

4-H in Miller County

A community of 174 4-H youth participants building life skills, contributing to their community and 
becoming college and career ready. Led by 72 volunteers.

Missouri 4-H Inspires Kids to Do
97% said they are willing to work hard on 
something difficult.
80% set personal goals. 
97% said they try to learn from their 
mistakes.
99% said they treat others the way they want to 
be treated.

Missouri 4-H Grows True Leaders
92% said they like to learn about people who are 
different from them. 
91% said they think about others feelings before 
they say something. 
73% reported feeling comfortable being a leader.

Findings from a 2020-21 evaluation study reveals that Missouri 4-H:

4-H Builds Leadership and Communication 
Skills
91% help others reach their goals.
69% comfortable speaking in a group.
98% said they show respect for other’s ideas.
85% Can work with someone who made them 
upset. 
91% Look for ways to involve all members of a 
group. 

4-H Builds Social and Emotional Skills
92% said they keep trying until they reach their 
goals.
88% Stop to think about their choices, when 
making a decision.
99% reported that they like to learn new things. 
93% of Missouri 4-H’ers surveyed said they are 
willing to try something they might get 
wrong.

4-H Community Clubs

Miller County 4-H clubs offer long-term educational experiences in which members learn life skills such 
as decision making, public speaking, and working with others. Members learn by doing under the 
guidance of adult volunteers, who teach projects ranging from aerospace and arts to veterinary 
science and sport fishing.  Clubs also involve youth in community service, camping and educational 
trips.  Miller County has six 4-H Community Clubs:  Spring Garden, Nobles, T-Town, Mary’s Home, St. 
Anthony, and Circle A.



4-H School Programs

Miller County 4-H school programs are short-term educational experiences that supplement learning in 
the classroom.  Most are led by teachers or 4-H volunteers.

Students of the St. Elizabeth 4th grade participated in the 4-H SNAC (Student Nutrition Advisory Council) 
Program.  During the six sessions centered around healthy living, youth learned how to make some 
healthy afterschool snacks.  In sessions 7 & 8, they made the recipes with very little help and then 
presented to their parents and the school board what they had learned.  Everyone enjoyed some taste 
testing!

The most popular 4-H school program in Miller County is Hatching Chicks.  
During 2021, fifteen classrooms participated in the program. Each 
classroom is equipped with curriculum, incubator, feed, water and one 
dozen chicks.  The pre-incubated eggs are at the 14th day of incubation on 
arrival to the school, so the students learn about turning the eggs and 
monitoring the humidity and temperature before the chick’s hatch.  If all 
goes well, the students get to enjoy live chicks in the classroom for a few 
days.



The Miller County 4-H program is led by the 4-H Council.  The council 
raises funds to support members’ participation in regional, state and 
national events. The council also hosts Activity Night in February and 
Recognition Night in October. The County fundraiser was a bake sale at 
the Eldon Turkey Festival.

Activity Night was held at the St. Anthony Park with multiple 
activities through the afternoon.  At this program, the 4-H King 
and Queen and 4-H Prince and Princess were crowned.  Seniors 
were also recognized.

4-H Recognition Night was held in October at the Tuscumbia 
Park.  Members enjoyed a meal with friends.  Awards were 
handed out.  The program for the evening event was provided 
by “Sassy the Clown” who shared with the youth how she got 
started being a clown.  Sassy also allowed each youth to make 
their very own balloon sword and every had the opportunity to 
have their face painted.

Volunteers create support and are part of the 4-H community.  More importantly, these individuals 
serve as role models and mentors for youth, helping them transition into adulthood.

4-H Volunteers

Brenda Thompson was 
recognized for 17 years of 
service to Circle A 4-H Club.



4-H Projects and Events

4-H Camp is always a great time for youth to experience learning and 
having fun away from home.  Members enjoyed day camps this summer 
at the Lake Ozark State Park, Camp Clover Point. Six-day camps were 
offered with two days centered around these themes:  nature, shooting 
sports, and canine camp. 

Six Miller County 4-H members competed at the State 4-H Livestock Judging contest in September. The 
members of the team were selected from the participants in the local livestock judging contest held at the 
Miller County Youth Fair. 

4-H projects were showcased at the Miller County Youth Fair in July.  Adult volunteers from the 
community assisted in judging projects made by the youth.  4-H members participated in conference 
judging,  which allows youth to improve communication skills by explaining how they made their item 
to the judge.  Members also displayed and showed their livestock.  These projects teach responsibility, 
showmanship, and sportsmanship.  Several of the project exhibits were displayed at the Missouri 
State Fair in the 4-H building.

Shooting Sports is a popular project in Miller County.  There were 58 youth who 
participated in 2021.  These youth completed six hours of safety training and met weekly 
from March to September for practice.  

Three disciplines were offered: archer, .22 rifle, 
and shotgun.  Seventeen members participated 
in the State Shooting Contest, bringing home 
two team plaques:  1st in .22 rifle, junior division 
and 1st in .22 rifle, intermediate division.  Several 
members also brought home individual awards.



Livestock
Gene Schmitz
MU Extension Field Specialist in Livestock

NRCS Conservation Partnership Grant
• Advanced Grazing School – Warsaw, MO
• Native Warm Season Grass Workshops – Tipton 

and Harrisonville, MO
• Farm Bill Outreach Workshops – Sedalia
• University of Central Missouri Native Warm 

Season Grass plot establishment
• These grant-funded activities had a total of 33 

participants, not including the Native Warm 
Season Grass establishment plots at University 
of Central Missouri in Warrensburg, MO.

Alliance for Grassland Renewal Workshops
The Alliance for Grassland Renewal works to educate livestock producers, Extension agents, and other forage 
professionals about toxic tall fescue issues and how these negative impacts can be avoided with the use of 
novel endophyte tall fescue varieties.  In addition to Board of Director duties with this organization, I assisted 
with and/or presented at four different educational events including the following:

• Toxic Tall Fescue Renovation School via Zoom: a total of 131 people registered for this 3-night workshop 
from 19 states and Ontario, Canada.

• Toxic Tall Fescue Renovation School at Mt. Vernon, MO: a total of 20 people attended this 1-day 
workshop at the University of Missouri’s Southwest Center. 

• Novel Endophyte Tall Fescue pasture walk: St. Thomas, MO with a total of 14 participants from central 
Missouri in attendance.

• Extension Agent Tall Fescue Dinner Speech: two Zoom sessions targeting Extension agents, NRCS 
personnel and other forage professionals were held with a total of 242 participants from across the 
country representing at least 21 states.  In response to requests from Extension agents across the U.S., 
background training and a PowerPoint presentation was developed for their use at local meetings/events 
and to assist their producers with decision making processes regarding toxic and novel tall fescue.  For 
this training, I worked with a committee to develop the Extension agent presentation and helped develop 
and present background training for program participants.

• Dairy Day: Versailles, MO with approximately 125 in attendance.
• Livestock updates during Pesticide Applicator Training: 70 people attended sessions in California, 

Boonville, Pilot Grove, Versailles, and Sedalia.
• State Soil and Water Conservation District training conference: presented “Conducting a Regional 

Grazing School” to 48 workshop participants.
• Reporting indicates 854 direct contacts from 17 Missouri counties during 2021.  These contacts 

included phone calls, e-mail, office visits and farm visits.  This is in addition to media contacts and 
contacts at various programming events throughout 2021.

• Media efforts included news releases to newspapers and radio stations in the coverage area of 
Benton, Cooper, Hickory, Miller, Moniteau, Morgan and Pettis Counties.  News releases were also 
carried in state agriculture publications such as Missouri Ag Clips and Missouri Farmer Today.  
Interviews were given to Ozark Farm and Neighbor, a southwest Missouri agriculture publication.  
Radio spots were recorded for KSIS in Sedalia and KRES in Moberly. 

Programming Activities



Livestock

Gene Schmitz and Anita Ellis-Livestock Specialist
Show-Me-Select Program and 2nd Central Region Sale
Miller 
The Show-Me-Select program focuses on increased adoption rate by farmers in Missouri of management 
practices that offer potential to improve long-term reproductive efficiency of their herds and resulting 
profitability. Focus is put on increasing marketing opportunities and adding value to Missouri-raised heifers 
with the creation of reliable sources of quality replacement heifers in terms of genetics and management.
Three Miller County producers enrolled in the program. With a total of 159 heifers at the 2nd Central Region 
Show-Me-Select Heifer sale at the South Central Regional stockyards, the average was $1961. Compared to 
a similar central area replacement cow/heifer sale around the same time (which averaged $1150), 
producers saw a $811 premium for their heifers in this program. For all Miller County heifers that 
successfully sold in this sale, this totaled to $12,165 added value. 

University of Missouri Extension ag economics 
department and ag business specialists worked 
together to coordinate one summer and two fall tax 
schools. One school was in person and two were 
online via Zoom. The schools were designed for 
those who prepare taxes including enrolled agents, 
tax preparers, CPAs, individuals and attorneys.  

The training included updates on legislation, rulings 
and cases, individual taxpayer issues, agricultural 
and natural resources topics, IRS rules and 
regulations, business issues, retirement issues, real 
estate tax issues, payroll and tax credit issues, QBI 
deductions, trusts and estates, and ethics. The 
schools were approved for 8 and 16 hours of 
continuing education credit by the IRS, Missouri Bar 
and for CFP continuing education.  Total continuing 
education hours reported to IRS for the schools was 
2,584 hours.

The teaching teams included a CPA and former IRS 
employee, an IRS certified retired ag economics 
professor, an attorney, Missouri Department of 
Revenue and extension ag business specialists.  

The trainings received positive evaluations and 
planning is underway to offer trainings in 2022.  
Local county residents benefit when local tax 
preparers have the opportunity to gain knowledge, 
which benefits their clients and communities. The 
tax schools are a program of the ag business and 
policy program of MU Extension, coordinated by 
Mary Sobba with help from a team of ag business 
specialists throughout the state.

The resources for the schools included the IRS, 
National Income Tax Workbook from the Land 
Grant University Tax Education Foundation, 
materials written by the instructors.

The 2021 school attendance totaled two hundred 
sixty people. The participants were from all over 
Missouri.  

Three people from Miller County participated in the 
tax school.

Tax Schools



Agronomy
Gatlin Bunton, Field Specialist in Agronomy

Programming Activities

Soil Testing: Soil testing provides farmers, gardeners and homeowners information about the fertility of 
their soil and recommendations on how to fertilize and lime to improve plant growth. In 2021, over two 
hundred thirty soil samples were tested in Miller County. Farmers who use soil testing have reported that 
yields have improved because of using their soil test results. Other farmers have reduced fertilizer inputs 
due to soil tests showing that fertility levels are already high. Gardeners and homeowners use soil testing to 
improve fruit and vegetable production or to make their lawn grow better. Soil testing is the first step in 
making the most of fertilizer application. Extension guides and personal consultations help people 
understand their soil test reports and how to use the information in the report.

Private Pesticide Applicator Training: Farmers who wish to purchase or apply restricted use pesticides must 
go through training to obtain or renew a private pesticide applicator license. Approximately fifteen farmers 
participated in private pesticide applicator training in Miller county in 2021. Farmers who participate in the 
training learn about pesticide labeling, personal protective equipment, environmental concerns, pesticide 
mixing and application, principals of pest control and pesticide formulations. The Missouri Department of 
Agriculture issues private pesticide applicator licenses.

Integrated Pest Management: Each year farmers, 
gardeners and homeowners find that they need 
information and education on pest management. 
Weeds, insects and diseases are the primary pest 
problems. People who have questions about pest 
management will call or bring in pests to the 
Extension Center for identification and management 
options. Pest identification is the first step in 
developing a management plan. Pest management 
options are presented for the person to use to make 
decisions. For farmers and commercial vegetable 
growers, pest management can be important to 
profitability. For homeowners, pests may cause 
aesthetic concerns.

Farmer Consultations and Site Visits:
Throughout the year farmers need timely 
answers and advice on various forage, weed 
management, and agronomic issues. Nitrate 
testing was one of the most common reasons 
for one on one consultations in 2021. Nitrate 
toxicity is a serious issue for grazing animals. 
When certain forages are exposed to cold or 
drought stressors they may increase the level 
of nitrates within the plant. An acid quick test 
allows you to visually assess whether or not
the forage has toxic levels of nitrate and allows 
the producer to make informed decisions. 



Lake Area Master 
Gardeners (LAMG)

In spite of the volunteer service hour’s requirement being waved in 2020 
because of COVID-19, twenty-three Lake Area Master Gardeners (LAMG) 
contributed 1,402 volunteer service hours in the Lake Area.  
IndependentSector.org estimated the value of a volunteer hour in 2020 as 
$28.54.  These hours reflect work done in both Camden and Miller Counties.  
LAMG maintain the Willmore Lodge Gardens and decorate the Lodge for fall 
and Christmas Season.   Volunteers worked in gardens at local churches and 
Share the Harvest, and shared advice at booths (Farmers Market and local 
festivals).  A few monthly meetings were held in person at Wilmore Lodge.  
All monthly meetings were offered via Zoom.

Because of COVID-19 LAMG weren’t able to have 
their Annual Garden Walk in 2021.  Their Annual 
Plant Sale had to be conducted differently because 
of the pandemic.  A second booth was set-up at a 
Farmers Market and plants were sold three Friday 
afternoons in May.

LAMG awarded two scholarships in 2021.  One 
scholarship was awarded to a 2021 School of the 
Osage High School graduate.  The other scholarship 
was a renewal for a Camdenton High School 
graduate who had completed her freshman year.  



• EFNEP Funding

• The Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program (EFNEP) brought $1,626,730 federal funds to Missouri.  
These funds were used to enroll 796 limited-resource families in nutrition education and meal preparation classes, 
representing 2,847 family members. Additionally, 2,469 youth were enrolled in  EFNEP classes. 

• 18 of these youth and adult participants reside in Miller County.  

• Participants in EFNEP learn the importance of making healthier meals and snack choices, eating breakfast more 
often, trying new foods, increasing their physical activity, and making healthier food choices.  Those who practice 
healthy eating and are physically active are more likely to contribute to a healthy labor force and enjoy a high quality 
of life throughout the lifespan. 
This vital programming effort also reduces healthcare costs over the participant’s lifetime, saving taxpayer money in 
reduced public healthcare benefits and insurance premiums.  

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Education (SNAP-Education or SNAP-Ed) brought $9,646,109 in 
federal funds to Missouri.  The funds support engagement with 485,010 Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) recipients and eligible citizens of Missouri.  There were 321,372 direct educational contacts.  This year we 
had 1,383,799 indirect educational contacts through newsletters, health fairs, food pantries, and the Show Me 
Nutrition helpline.  

Participants in SNAP-Ed learn the importance of making healthier meals and snack choices, eating breakfast more 
often, are more willing to try new foods, increase their physical activity, and make healthier food choices.  Those 
who practice healthy eating and are physically active are more likely to contribute to a healthy labor force and enjoy 
a high quality of life throughout the lifespan. 
This vital programming effort also reduces healthcare costs over the participant’s lifetime, saving taxpayer money in 
reduced public healthcare benefits and insurance premiums.  

Our Nutrition Program Associates (NPAs) are also continuing to provide information about the SNAP benefits 
program and offer assistance with SNAP benefits applications.

Kevin Lawrence is pictured doing a Zoom class 
with students at Heritage Elem.

Even with the challenges of COVID, 596 Youth and 78 
Adult contacts were made, for a total of 674 contacts in 
Miller County.

The following is a list of the locations where participants 
were served in Miller County:

Schools
Heritage Elementary
Iberia Elementary
Miller County Elementary, Tuscumbia

Agencies
Friendship Hall Senior Center



Youth and Family 
Nutrition and Health 
 
Taking Care of You: Body, Mind, Spirit (TCoy) is a four-session, community -based group program 
that meets two hours per week. The program is designed for adults of any age and involves discussions, experiential 
exercises and mini lectures.  It is not designed as a group therapy program for people with clinical mental health 
conditions.  TCoY integrates various research-based principles and techniques from the field of positive psychology and 
the scientific study of what leads to optimal functioning with an emphasis on mindfulness. 

Eight adults participated in the Takin Care of You program hosted at Willow Creek Apartments in Eldon in April of 2021.  

Lynda Zimmerman, County Engagement                                                                                                             
Specialist in Nutrition and Health 

 

Cooking Matters at the Store Virtual Tour is a grocery store tour held in a classroom setting. 
Participants learn to shop smarter and use nutrition information to make healthier choices. These 
behaviors help reduce food costs and prevent or manage chronic health conditions.  

 

Ten women participated in the virtual tour held at Willow Creek Apartments in Eldon.  

Of the participants who were not already doing so before the tour, the majority indicated they are likely to: 

* compare unit prices to find the best deals (100%) 
* read ingredient lists to find whole grains (100%) 
* compare food labels to make healthy choices (90%)                                                                                                              
* buy fruits and vegetables in all forms—fresh, frozen and canned (90%) 

 

Walk With Ease teaches participants how to safely make physical activity part of their everyday life. The 6-week    
physical activity program was developed by the Arthritis Foundation and is designed to help people living with       
arthritis better manage their pain.  The program can also benefit people who do not have arthritis who want to     
increase or improve their physical activity habits.  

Six residents of Willow Creek Apartments participated in the 
program. Participant surveys completed at the end of the program showed: 

• 100% increased their knowledge about walking in a safe and 
comfortable matter. 

• 100% learned to do warm-up and cool-down exercises before and after 
walking. 

• 67% were more active than before the program  
• 83% were confident they would continue walking or being physically 

active after the program  
• 100% would recommend this course to someone else  

 

 

 

Kelsie Lineback, County Engagement 
Specialist in Nutrition and Health 


Youth and Family

Nutrition and HealthKelsie Lineback, County Engagement Specialist in Nutrition and Health





Taking Care of You: Body, Mind, Spirit (TCoy) is a four-session, community -based group program that meets two hours per week. The program is designed for adults of any age and involves discussions, experiential exercises and mini lectures.  It is not designed as a group therapy program for people with clinical mental health conditions.  TCoY integrates various research-based principles and techniques from the field of positive psychology and the scientific study of what leads to optimal functioning with an emphasis on mindfulness.

University of Missouri Extension	Miller County Annual Report





Eight adults participated in the Takin Care of You program hosted at Willow Creek Apartments in Eldon in April of 2021.  
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Lynda Zimmerman, County Engagement                                                                                                             Specialist in Nutrition and Health



Cooking Matters at the Store Virtual Tour is a grocery store tour held in a classroom setting. Participants learn to shop smarter and use nutrition information to make healthier choices. These behaviors help reduce food costs and prevent or manage chronic health conditions. 



Ten women participated in the virtual tour held at Willow Creek Apartments in Eldon. 

Of the participants who were not already doing so before the tour, the majority indicated they are likely to:

* compare unit prices to find the best deals (100%)
* read ingredient lists to find whole grains (100%)
* compare food labels to make healthy choices (90%)                                                                                                              * buy fruits and vegetables in all forms—fresh, frozen and canned (90%)



Walk With Ease teaches participants how to safely make physical activity part of their everyday life. The 6-week    physical activity program was developed by the Arthritis Foundation and is designed to help people living with       arthritis better manage their pain.  The program can also benefit people who do not have arthritis who want to     increase or improve their physical activity habits. 

Six residents of Willow Creek Apartments participated in the program. Participant surveys completed at the end of the program showed:

· 100% increased their knowledge about walking in a safe and comfortable matter.

· 100% learned to do warm-up and cool-down exercises before and after walking.

· 67% were more active than before the program 

· 83% were confident they would continue walking or being physically active after the program 

· 100% would recommend this course to someone else 
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University of Missouri Extension recognizes several 
sources of resources necessary for pursuit of the 
University's outreach mission. Primary sources include 
internal allocations, federal appropriations, grants and 
contracts, county extension councils, program income, 
contributions and partnerships. Each source is vital to 
providing support for 21st century extension 
programming. 

Resources

MU Extension in Miller County

134 Second Street
PO Box 20
Tuscumbia, MO 65082

Phone: 573-369-2394
Fax: 573-369-2394 call first
Email: Millerco@missouri.edu

Facebook: University of Missouri Miller County

Program resources https://extension2.missouri.edu/

County Courthouse https://www.millercountymissouri.org/

Health Department http://www.millercountyhealth.com/

Extension Services

Soil testing and other testing services

Plant and insect identification

Plant disease diagnosis

Hay testing 

Canner gauge tests

Publications 

Public-access computers

Distance education test proctoring

Meeting room rental

Income

0210 · County Appropriations 42500.00

0300 · Investment Income 197.02

0900 · Resales/Educ Services Fees 2612.97

1600 · Balance Transfers 488.01

Total Income 45798.00

Expense

2700 · Personnel Serv - Salaries & Wages 16709.00

2800 · Payroll Expenses 1261.00

2900 · Non Payroll Salaries 14215.00

3100 · Travel 1682.92

3600 · Postage 551.00

3700 · Telephone Serv - Local 2385.00

3800 · Telephone Serv - Tolls 504.00

3900 · Advertising 461.00

5100 · Supplies/Services 5803.00

6400 · Other Contract Services 66.00

6800 · Insurance/Bonds 2160.000

Total Expense 45,798.00

mailto:Millerco@missouri.edu
https://extension2.missouri.edu/
https://www.millercountymissouri.org/
http://www.millercountyhealth.com/
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