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VICE CHANCELLOR'S OFFICE

108WhittenHall

Columbia,MO 65211

PHONE573-882-2394

EMAIL cchiggins@missouri.edu

DearCountyCommissioners,ElectedLeaders,andFriendsof MU ExtensionandEngagement,

As I reflect on the pastyear,I am struckby the remarkableprogresswe havemadetogether. MU Extension

continuesto deliveron its missionof linking theUniversityof Missouriwith everycommunityacrossourstate,

ensuringthatMissourianshaveaccessto theknowledge,resources,andpartnershipstheyneedto thrive.

Through thededication ofourfaculty, staff, councils, partners, and advocates, MUExtension continues to

make a measurable difference across Missouri. Lastyear, we had more than 1.5 millioneducational contacts

andgenerated morethan $1billion in economicimpact.Building on that momentum, your support alsohelped 

secure a$5 million recurring increase in state funding. Thisimportantmilestoneisalready beinginvestedin

people, programs, andfacilities tostrengthenagriculture,improvehealthandwell-being,supportlocal

economicdevelopment, and prepare youth for leadership through 4-H.

We have alsoadapted to new realities. Even asthe sunsetting offederal SNAP-Ed funding forcedhard

choices, ourcommitment todeliveringnutritionandhealthprogramsto familiesin need has notwavered. We 

areexpanding investments in rural health, civicleadership and communitydevelopment toaddressthe

priorities Missourians tell usmattermost.Wearealso aligning ourwork with university, state, andfederal 

priorities tomaximizeimpact, whetherin rural healthcare, agricultural innovation orworkforce development.

Our strengths remain clear: people, programs, and partnerships. From nearly 6,000 4-H volunteers tocounty 

council members, master gardeners, and master naturalists, Extension thrivesbecauseof thededication of

thosewhoserve. Ourtrusted, research-basedcontentwas accessed nearly 2million times and downloaded 

morethan 76,000 times last year, and innovative programs, from soil testing tourban revitalizationinitiatives, 

continue tomeet Missouri's evolving needs.

Thank you foryour continued partnership. MUExtension belongs toall Missourians, and togetherwewill

keepbuildingresilientcommunities, fosteringinnovation,andpreparingour state for the future.

With appreciation,

ChadHiggins,PhD

ViceChancellor,MU ExtensionandEngagement Chief Engagement Officer, UM System

Universityof Missouri,Lincoln University,U.S.Deparhnentof AgricultureandLocalExtensionCouncilsCooperating

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/ADA INSTITUTIONS

mailto:cchiggins@missouri.edu


County Highlights
2025 McDonald County State Fair Farm Family

The Gibson family was selected as the McDonald County Missouri State Fair 
Farm Family by University of Missouri Extension in McDonald County and the 

local Farm Bureau.

Jimmy and Shayna, were among the families honored during the 68th annual 
Missouri Farm Family Day on August 11th, 2025, at the Missouri State Fair



WHO WE ARE
Faculty and Staff

Hannah Sikes 
Administrative Assistant

Jennifer Lutes 
Field Specialist in Agricultural Business

Kirby Douglass 
Youth Program Associate

Lori Smith 
Nutrition Program Associate

Sarah Havens 
Regional Director ṷGreen County

Allen Brandes
Extension & Engagement Specialist ṷLawrence 
County

Eden Stewart
Field Specialist in Nutrition and Health ṷNewton 
County

Karla Deaver
Field Specialist in 4 -H Youth Development ṷ
Lawrence County

Lisa Robinson 
Field Specialist in Regional Economic 
Development ṷJasper County

Micah Doubledee
Field Specialist in Agronomy ṷBarton County

Ian McGregor 
Field Specialist in Livestock ṷLawrence County

Matthew Huchteman 
Field Specialist in Horticulture ṷJasper County

Amber Allen
Field Specialist in Human Development ṷGreene 
County

Amy Patillo
Field Specialist in Labor and Workforce 
Development ṷGreene County

Reagan Bluel
Field Specialist in Dairy ṷBarry County

Megan Crane
Feral Hog Outreach Educator ṷDouglas County

Katie Fields
Director ṷMissouri SBDC at MSSU

Abi Rogers
Business Development ṷMissouri SBDC at MSSU

Allen Waldo
Missouri APEX Accelerator Specialist ṷMSU

Council Members

Dennis Coberley,  Chairman

Kellsey Alger, Vice -chairman

Hailey Malcom,   Secretary

Jeff Cooper, Treasurer

Joshua Coberley, Elected Member

Kitty Collingsworth, Elected Member

Michael Hall, appointed member

Kenneth Harp, Elected Member

Jason Hoth, Appointed Member

Rick Lett, Appointed Member

Carl Steiger, Elected Member

Garrett Wilson, Elected Member

County Executives

Bryan Hall
Presiding Commissioner

Rick Lett
Western Commissioner

Jamey Cope
Eastern Commissioner



BUDGET AND MORE
Appropriations budget

Income
County Appropriations 70,508

Total Income 70,508

Expenses
Salaries/Benefits 59,420
Travel 4,968
Telephone 1,440
Office Supplies/Service 4,180
Insurance 500
Total Expenses 68,697

Return on investment

University System 100,000
Donations 3,510
Program Revenue 4,352

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.

Extension funding is a three -way partnership of federal, state and county government. Federal and 
state money, through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, training costs, 
computers and communication equipment. County funds support the local office, secretarial and 
youth assistant salaries, staff mileage and council expenses.

The McDonald County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to express our appreciation to 
the McDonald County Commissioners for their continued support of extension programs.

Local support

Did you know you can donate directly to McDonald County Extension 
with a gift to be used immediately or as an endowment contribution for 
long term efforts. Monies put into the endowment are left forever to 
earn interest with the county office benefiting each year. You can also 
direct your donation to a specific program such as 4 -H or Master 
Gardeners.
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County Highlights
Community Outreach Events

The McDonald County Extension 
Council is out in public in Noel and 
Southwest City helping educate 
people about what all Extension 
does.



MU Extension   Serves MISSOURI and Delivers MIZZOU
through credible statewide programs

Missouri 4 -H for Ages 8 ὠ18

Missouri 4 -H Agriculture programs give youth hands -on 
experiences in areas such as animal science, veterinary 
science, plant science, and agronomy. Members explore 
the biology, care, and management of animals and crops 
while developing problem -solving, critical thinking, and 
leadership skills. 

Youth can also put their knowledge into practice through 
statewide competitions, including Livestock Judging , 
Meat Judging , Hippology , the Missouri 4 -H Equine Tour 
and more. These experiences help participants apply 
ʤȓǅʃṽʃȓǰʪṜʣǰṽȱǰǅɭȼǰǩḬṽȋǅșȼṽǢɇȼȊșǩǰȼǢǰḬṽǅȼǩṽɪɭǰɪǅɭǰṽȊɇɭṽ
future careers in agriculture and related fields. 

4-lṜɵṽ¨ǰǅǩǰɭɵȓșɪṽǅȼǩṽ;șʣșǢṽJȼȋǅȋǰȺǰȼʃṽprograms foster 
understanding, confidence, and decision -making skills to 
empower young people to become informed and active citizens. 
These initiatives prepare youth to become future leaders by 
engaging them in programs where they have voice and influence. 

Statewide programs such as the Missouri State 4 -H Council and 
Civic Engagement Ambassadors give youth opportunities to 
represent their peers, advocate for issues that matter, and build 
connections with leaders across Missouri. These experiences help 
young people grow as confident communicators and thoughtful 
problem solvers, ready to lead wherever life takes them. 

Missouri 4 -H Natural Resources programs engage youth in hands -
on learning across climate science, environmental sustainability, 
renewable energy, sportfishing, and wildlife conservation. 
Programs like the 4-H Sportfishing Contest and Sportfishing 
SLAM give young people practical experience while building 
teamwork, problem -solving skills, and a love of the outdoors. 

The 4-H Shooting Sports program teaches marksmanship, safe 
firearm use, hunting, and archery principles, demonstrating how 
4-H encourages holistic youth development and responsible 
citizenship. Supported by caring adult leaders, these programs 
help youth cultivate life skills, self -worth, and conservation ethics 
while exploring the natural world around them. 
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McDonaldCounty
Missouri 4 -H

County Fair



McDonald
County Fair

Kids showing their animals at the 2025 
McDonald County Fair



McDonald  County
Missouri 4 -H

Community Service

4-H kids helping clean up brush 
and remove some trees as part of 
Community Service that McDonald 
county 4 -H takes part in each year.


