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VICE CHANCELLORôS OFFICE  
108 Whitten Hall 

Columbia, MO 65211 

PHONE: (573) 882-7477 
FAX:  (573) 882-1955 

 
December 4, 2017 
 
 
Dear County Commissioners and Friends of MU Extension: 
 
For much of the past year, MU Extension was focused on a long-overdue assessment of statewide needs 
and a deep look at how we respond to these needs with programs and resources.    
 
We crisscrossed the state to gather input from 42 community conversations with 1,200 people and re-
viewed analysis and recommendations from a range of external experts. As a result, MU Extension is 
working on a variety of changes in the interest of providing better university engagement with your com-
munities.  
 
We are steadfast in our resolve to help local communities and the state meet grand challenges associated 
with economic opportunity, educational excellence and healthy futures. These challenges reflect what 
Missourians from every corner of the state told us they were most concerned about.  
 
As you read your countyôs annual MU Extension report, I believe you will be pleased to see the results 
that have been accomplished through county-based University of Missouri faculty. These faculty members 
work in response to input received from local extension councils.  
 
At the state level, local MU Extension efforts really add up. Though we have long known extension funds 
were leveraged, an independent review revealed that MU Extension created more than $945 million dol-
lars of public value from the $80 million it received from federal, state, county, grant and contract part-
ners. A public value ratio exceeding 11:1 even surprised us.  
 
As we go about implementing changes based on the recently completed needs assessment and review of 
our organization, I am confident that our ability to create value at the local level will be even greater.  
 
I encourage you to read the attached annual report from your MU Extension county center to gain an un-
derstanding of how MU Extension has worked this past year to serve your community.  
 
Your support of MU Extension and your efforts in your community is greatly appreciated.  As always, I 
welcome input on how the University of Missouri can better serve your community and its people.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Marshall Stewart, Ed.D. 
Vice Chancellor for Extension and Engagement 

University of Missouri, Lincoln University, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Local Extension Councils Cooperating 
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McDonald County Extension 
306 Harmon St. 

Anderson, MO 64856 

PHONE: (417) 223-4775 
FAX:  (417) 223-4737 

9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ DǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ /ƻƳŜǎ CǊƻƳ ¸ƻǳ 
 
¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛ 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀũ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ǘƘŜ aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻƳπ

ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΦ Lƴ ǘǳǊƴΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ŀƴŘ 

ǎǘŀũ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ōȅ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƭπ

ƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нмǎǘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ-ōŀǎŜŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ  

 

/ƻǳƴǘȅ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎΦ /ǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ŀǊŜπ

ŀǎ ƛƴ aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ǇǊƻŬǘŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅΣ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘǎΣ 

ȅƻǳǘƘ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΦ 

 

¢ƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛ 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴΣ ŀ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛ {ȅǎǘŜƳΣ 

[ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƻŦ aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƻǇŜǊŀǝǾŜ 

{ǘŀǘŜ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ 9ŘǳŎŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΣ ƛǎ ǘƻΥ ϦƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ 

ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŜǎ ōȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘΣ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛǾŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǎǘǊŀǘŜπ

ƎƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛΦέ  ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 

ƻŦ aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛ ŀƴŘ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ ŀǊŜ aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛΩǎ ǘǿƻ ƭŀƴŘ-ƎǊŀƴǘ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǝŜǎΣ ŎƘŀǊƎŜŘ ōȅ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ 

ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ 

 

/ǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ǎǘŀǘŜǿƛŘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƳŜŜǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 

ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ŦǳǘǳǊŜǎΦ 

 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŜŘǳŎŀǝƻƴŀƭ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉŀǎǘ 

ȅŜŀǊΦ ²Ŝ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛ 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ 

ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ ŜũƻǊǘǎ ƛƴ .ŀǊǊȅ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ 

 

{ǳōƳƛǧŜŘ ōȅΣ  
 

University of Missouri, Lincoln University, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Local Extension Councils Cooperating 
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!ŀǊƻƴ {ƘŜǊƳŀƴ 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ 

DŜƴŜ {ƳƛǘƘ 

/ƻǳƴŎƛƭ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ 

WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ [ǳǘŜǎ 

/ƻǳƴǘȅ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 
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Ag Lenders Seminar  Forty-one agricultural lenders and Farm Service Agency from; Barry, 
Barton,  Dade, Greene, Jasper, Lawrence, McDonald, Newton and Stone 
counties attended the 2017 Ag Lender Seminar in Mt. Vernon, Missouri. 
Agriculture lenders come in contact with more people involved in agri-
culture than any other single commercial institution. Many times those 
working with the financial support of many operations can have a tre-
mendous influence on the management behavior of the producers. 
 Research-based information is needed for lenders to make sound 
business decisions for their lending institutions. Lenders must consider 
many economic forces when making lending decisions and this seminar 
focuses on key issues affecting those decisions. 

  

MU Tax Schools    During 2017, University of Missouri department of Agricultural Economics 
and Regional Missouri Extension Agri-Business Specialists worked together to deliver one summer, 
and seven fall, tax schools.  The schools were designed for those 
who prepare taxes including:  enrolled agents, tax preparers, CPAôs, 
individuals, and attorneys.   
 The training included new tax legislation, rulings and cases, 
individual taxpayer issues, affordable care act, IRS rules and regula-
tions, business issues, retirement issues, cybersecurity, ethics, and 
agricultural topics.  The schools were approved for 8 hours of con-
tinuing education credit by the IRS, Missouri Bar and for CFP con-
tinuing education.  Total continuing education hours reported to 
IRS for the schools was 2,674 hours. 
 The 2017 school attendance was a total of 382 people.  The 
schools were held in Cape Girardeau, Columbia, OôFallon, St. Jo-
seph and Springfield.  The participants were from all over the state.  
There were 4 participants from McDonald County.   
 The teaching teams included a CPA and former IRS em-
ployee, an IRS certified retired Agricultural Economics professor, 
an attorney, and a Regional Extension Agri-Business Specialist. 

 
Missouriôs Complicated Fence Law:  Missouri counties are governed under one of two 
fence laws. Itôs important for our Missouri residents to understand their rights and responsibilities, 

along with those of their neighbors. This program provides a clear 
understanding of Missouriôs fence law with a side by side compar-
ison. Thirty-four area residents participated in this program, 
twenty ïnine provided feedback . 100% of survey respondents 
would recommend this program to others. 
 

Impact in 2017 

Agriculture  
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McDonald County Multi-Agency Resource Center (MARC): Extension 
participated in two MARCs that were held in McDonald County 
this year - one for the Goodman tornado survivors, and the other 
for flood survivors. Area specialists provided survivors with infor-
mation about clean-up, insurance, filing for lost documents, chain 
saw safety, and cleaning up mold. Extension personnel were on 
hand to lend general comfort and support to area residents. Rough-
ly one-hundred and fifty residents were served. 
 

 

Private Pesticide Applicator Training:   
 Private Pesticide Applicator 
Training involves the initial training 
and recertification of Missouriôs pri-
vate pesticide applicators (ag produc-
ers). 
 The need for training in the 
application of pesticides is of high im-
portance due to both the legal require-
ments and a real need for technical 
knowledge. The University of Mis-
souri private pesticide applicator program reaches into essentially each of Missouriôs one hun-
dred fourteen counties to train farmers on the safe and proper use of agricultural pesticides on 
their farmlands, including restricted-use pesticides.  
 Eight McDonald County participants received training to obtain their private re-
stricted use license for purchasing pesticides this year.  
 
 

Soil Analysis:  The McDonald County Extension Office serves the public with manure and 
plant analysis, and forage and soil testing. A total of one-hundred and twenty (120) soil tests 
were submitted and ana- lyzed through the Univer-
sity of Missouri testing fa-cilities. With the ever in-
creasing price of fertilizers, farmers need information 
based on unbiased soil fer-tility recommendations 
that are provided by the University of Missouri Ex-
tension. Producers are pro-vided with the lime, ferti-
lizer and cropping recom- mendations to improve 
their crops and build the soil.  

Impact in 2017 

Agriculture 


