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Who we are

Faculty and staff Council members

County commissioners

Rachel Buenemann 

County Engagement Specialist 

Dawn Hicks

Nutrition Program Associate

Christy Metzger

Administrative Assistant

Cathy Galland

Youth Program Specialist

Brenda Johnson was honored as outstanding 

community leaders and volunteers who have 

excelled in supporting, education, and advancing 

MU Extension in their communities.

Maries County inducted two new farms and 

families into the Missouri Century Farms program.

David and Belle James Farm and the 

Arthur and Oliva Feeler Farm. 

Brenda Johnson- Chairman

Sarah Stratman-Vice Chairman

Gene Gillispie- Secretary

Vic Stratman- Treasurer

Eastern District

Drew Bush

Brian Auten

Doyle Gray

Belinda Hilderbrand

Jeana Walters

Western District

Lara Deckard

Tanner Wansing

Vic Stratman, Presiding Commissioner

Ed Fagre Western District Commissioner

Doug Drewel, Eastern District Commissioner

Leaders Honor Roll

Century Farms



Budget and more

Appropriations budget

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.

Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government. Federal and state 

money, through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, training costs, computers 

and communication equipment. County funds support the local office, secretarial and youth assistant 

salaries, staff mileage and council expenses.

The Phelps County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to express our appreciation to the 

Phelps County Commissioners for their continued support of extension programs.

Local Support

Did you know you can donate directly to Phelps County Extension with a gift 

to be used immediately or as an endowment contribution for long term 

efforts. Monies put into the endowment are left forever to earn interest with 

the county office benefiting each year. You can also direct your donation to a 

specific program such as 4-H or Master Gardeners.

Key outcomes and numbers

Income

County Appropriations 16,000

Carryover 499.87

Educational Program 529.00

Services 529.00

Miscellaneous 459.46

Total Income 18,017.33

Expenses

Salaries/Benefits 13,702.62

Supplies 486.32

Post Office Box 48.00

Postage 110.00

Council Election 30.00

Insurance 200.00

Publications 600.95

Capital Purchases 369.32

Travel 965.08

Soil Testing 420.00

Miscellaneous 796.08

Total Expenses 17,702.09



Economic Opportunity

Agronomy

Soil Testing:

Soil testing provides farmers, gardeners and 

homeowners information about the fertility of 

their soil and recommendations on how to 

fertilize and lime to improve plant growth. 

Farmers who use soil testing have reported 

that yields have improved because of using 

their soil test results. Other farmers have 

reduced fertilizer inputs due to soil tests 

showing that fertility levels are already high. 

Gardeners and homeowners use soil testing to 

improve fruit and vegetable production or to 

make their lawn grow better. Soil testing is the 

first step in making the most of fertilizer 

application. Extension guides and personal 

consultations help people understand their soil 

test reports and how to use the information in 

the report.

Private Pesticide Applicator Training:

Farmers who wish to purchase or apply restricted 

use pesticides must go through training to 

obtain or renew a private pesticide applicator 

license. Fifteen farmers participated in private 

pesticide applicator training in Maries county in 

2021. Farmers who participate in the training 

learn about pesticide labeling, personal 

protective equipment, environmental concerns, 

pesticide mixing and application, principals of 

pest control and pesticide formulations. The 

Missouri Department of Agriculture issues 

private pesticide applicator licenses.

Farmer Consultations and Site Visits: Throughout the year 

farmers need timely answers and advice on various forage, 

weed management, and agronomic issues. Nitrate testing was 

one of the most common reasons for one on one consultations 

in 2021. Nitrate toxicity is a serious issue for grazing animals. 

When certain forages are exposed to cold or drought stressors 

they may increase the level of nitrates within the plant. An acid 

quick test allows you to visually assess whether or not the 

forage has toxic levels of nitrate and allows the producer to 

make informed decisions.High nitrate levels are indicated 

by blue after the acid test

Integrated Pest Management: Each year farmers, gardeners 

and homeowners find that they need information and 

education on pest management. Weeds, insects and 

diseases are the primary pest problems. People who have 

questions about pest management will call or bring in pests 

to the Extension Center for identification and management 

options. Pest identification is the first step in developing a 

management plan. Pest management options are presented 

for the person to use to make decisions. For farmers and 

commercial vegetable growers, pest management can be 

important to profitability. For homeowners, pests may cause 

aesthetic concerns.

Maries County Grazing School: Grazing management is 

important to maintain forage productivity and animal 

performance. At this event, farmers learned strategies for 

management intensive grazing, animal husbandry and the 

economics of grazing. Thirty-seven farmers attended the 

grazing school from Maries and five surrounding counties. 

This event was held with partners from the Maries county 

soil and water conservation district and the Maries and 

Osage county natural resources conservation district.

3 Residents attended 
Phelps County Grazing 

School
*

4 Residents attended the 
Wurdack Regional Grazing 

School
*

2 Residents participated in 
the Native Plant and Weed 

Control Consultations
*

2 Residents participated in 
Private Pesticide Applicator 

Training
*

10 Residents attended the 
Labor Law Series



Economic Opportunity

Missouri’s Farm Lease Class Provides 

Landlords and Tenants Valuable Help

Questions related to farm leases are extremely 

common among Extension offices here in 

Missouri. Twenty-four people attended the two 

farm lease classes held in 2021 online or in-

person. Two people attended online from 

Maries County. Topics covered are current 

rents and trends, items to include in a lease, 

terminating a farm lease, crop and livestock 

share arrangements and recreational leases. 

Estimates have 40 to 50 percent of farm leases 

in Missouri are still oral and oral lease 

termination is complicated and somewhat 

unique to the state. Education can help end 

arguments and possible costly litigation. 

Labor Law Series

The Labor Law series brings labor, 

management, and legal experts into a neutral 

space, which allows them to jointly learn about 

emerging workforce issues and legal 

developments. 10 Maries residents took part in 

discussions on topics of:

• Implications of changing drug and alcohol 

testing policy

• Legal and practical implications of testing 

for marijuana: the who, when, and why

• Is marijuana a prescription?

• Do certain job positions require drug 

testing?

• Does marijuana use impact workers’ 

compensation benefits?

• How to respond if an employee or 

applicant voluntarily discloses their 

marijuana use

Neighboring 101:

Neighboring takes effort, time and purposeful planning. But the effort will 
benefit both you and your community. 20 Maries residents participated in the 
monthly course. The goal of the program is to build inclusive communities that 
help people, organizations, and communities deal with the challenges present 
by the dramatic changes occurring in society in productive ways that respect 
differences and embraces the diversity that make communities vibrant places to 
live, work, and play.

Community Garden Consultation with the Vienna 

Chamber of Commerce

12 Vienna MO Chamber of Commerce members 

consulted with Nutrition and Health Specialist Kelsie 

Lineback. Kelsie addressed the impact community 

gardens provide to improve local access to food, 

mental health, and general well-being. Key aspects of 

garden planning including leadership buy-in, sourcing 

supplies, and constructing beds was discussed.

Annies Project: The mission of Annie’s Project is to 

empower farm women to be better business partners 

through networks and by managing and organizing 

critical information. Three Maries residents joined the 

18 hours virtual program this year. Topics included 

marketing, business plans, crop and livestock 

insurance, financial records and statements, 

communications, and much more.



Economic Opportunity

Technical assistance for Maries 

County non-profits:

In response to requests for 

information and strategies to 

support struggling non-profits in 

Maries County, Sarah Massengale 

provided templates for a community 

survey to understand community 

priorities and opportunities; 

resources from the Missouri 

Division of Tourism for community 

marketing; cultural heritage tourism 

training resources from Missouri 

Humanities Council; and an action 

planning tool to help focus the 

groups' efforts and strategize next 

steps for moving forward in 2021.

Strengthing Community Non-Profit Organizations

Missouri Leadercast: Positive Disruption Series

Investing in community leadership development 

supports leaders who have the skills and networks 

necessary to engage residents to create vibrant, 

resilient communities. In February and March 2021, 

nearly 30 leaders from around the state joined MU 

Extension specialists in a weekly discussion series 

to review and apply lessons from nationally 

renowned Leadercast speakers. Four Maries 

County residents participated in the program, which 

helped participants consider new ways to lead in 

times of disruption and change, prioritize rest and 

self-care for improved creativity, and be authentic, 

intentional leaders in their communities. 

"Investing In Community Leadership development supports leaders to have the skills 
and networks necessary to engage residents to create vibrant & resilient 

communities."
- Community Development Specialist Sarah Massengale

Emerging Community Leadership

The Challenge:

Commit this time to grow your 
leadership skills- what 
takeaways will you apply in 
your life?

Take Action:
What will you do differently this 
week in your work?



Educational Access & Excellence

Maries County 4-H, Youth Enrichment

Youth Development Specialist
Cathy Galland

Maries County has . . .

107 4-H community club members
15 adult and 3 youth trained 4-H volunteers

Maries County 4-H clubs offer long-term educational 

experiences in which members learn life skills such as 

decision making, public speaking and working with others. 

Members learn by doing under the guidance of adult 

volunteers, who teach projects ranging from computers 

science and arts to animal science and healthy living. Clubs 

also involve youth in community service, camping and 

educational trips.

Findings from a 2020-21 evaluation study reveals that Missouri 4-H:

Missouri 4-H Inspires Kids to Do

97% said they are willing to work hard on something difficult.

80% set personal goals. 

97% said they try to learn from their mistakes.

99% said they treat others the way they want to be treated.

Missouri 4-H Grows True Leaders

92% said they like to learn about people who are different from them.

91% said they think about others feelings before they say something. 

73% reported feeling comfortable being a leader.

4-H Builds Leadership and Communication Skills

91% help others reach their goals.

69% comfortable speaking in a group.

98% said they show respect for other’s ideas.

85% Can work with someone who made them upset.

91% Look for ways to involve all members of a group.

4-H Builds Social and Emotional Skills

92% said they keep trying until they reach their goals.

88% Stop to think about their choices, when making a decision.

99% reported that they like to learn new things.

93% of Missouri 4-H’ers surveyed said they are willing to try something they might get wrong.



Educational Access & Excellence

Maries County 4-H, Youth Enrichment

Maries County 4-H club members participated in a wide variety of 

projects, community service programs and the Maries County and Belle 

Fairs. Several members also sent project exhibits and showed livestock 

at the Missouri State Fair.

In June, members participated in a Livestock fitting clinic where they 

learned from Maries County project leaders and experienced 4-H 

members.

In November, members received awards and recognition and shared 

what they value about 4-H with potential new members at the Fall 

Festival.

4-H’ers are twice as likely to go to college compared to their non 4-H peers and they tend to pursue 

careers in STEM fields (Lerner & Lerner, 2011).

4-H also prepares youth for the workplace. Youth must be prepared to live and work in a world we 

cannot completely envision – competing for jobs that do not yet exist, using technologies that have not 

yet been invented to solve problems that have yet to be identified. 4-H is the only youth development 

program with direct access to technological advances in agriculture, life sciences, engineering, learning 

technologies and social sciences from the university system. This brings relevant science content and 

hands-on learning that helps youth thrive (Arnold, Bourdeau, & Nott, 2013).

Volunteers are the core of the 4-H Program. They help to create, support and deliver educational 

programs and experiences. Missouri 4-H volunteers report contributing on average 100 hours per year 

to the program. Valuing their time at $28.54 per hour (Independent Sector, 2019), the contribution of 

Phelps County 4-H volunteers was worth more than $51,000. More importantly, these individuals serve 

as role models and mentors for youth.

How Does This Work Make Maries County and Missouri Better?

• 61 Maries County Youth 
participated in the 

Maries County 
Livestock Clinic in 2021



Health & Well-being

Belle and Vienna Highschool Government Day 2021

The Maries Co Extension held a special Fall Government Day 

event, in October of 2021, for the students of the Maries County 

R-I and R-II schools. Normally this event is held in the spring, but 

due to Covid-19 we’ve had to cancel the last two events. Thanks 

to Judge Kerry Rowden and Circuit Clerk Mark Buschmann for 

allowing the students to be a witness in the courtroom and hear 

all the cases for that day. Thanks to all the other county elected 

officials for helping make this possible. Thanks to Lisa Jones 

who also opened the Research room and let the students find 

some history of their own. Thanks to Rachel Buenemann, 

County Engagement Specialist, for demonstrating some of the 

Tai Chi moves for the students. The students and teachers look 

forward to this event each year. The drug dog demonstration is 

always a bonus and was very impressive. Thanks to the sheriffs 

department and Lt. Mark Morgan for introducing us to the 

powerful German Shepherd named ‘Kimon’…he does his job 

VERY well. Afterwards the Maries Co Extension shared some 

lunch with the students. We hope to continue this tradition in the 

future.

Maries County Century Farms of 2021

Students learn from locally 

elected officials and attend 

live court proceedings.

45 High School Students 

Attended

""I did not know there was a county 
clerk until today"

-Student

Recognizing the families and farm business that allows Maries County to thrive.

Thank you to all our farm families and congratulations to those celebrating more than 100 years in 

continuous agri-business.

County Highlights

Century farms and ranches have shaped our nation and state. In every kitchen, behind every barn door, 

and in every soiled and calloused hand lie stories of those who feed our nation. The Missouri Century 

Farm Program celebrates the lasting contributions farmers and ranchers have made to our country’s and 

state’s heritage.



Health & Well-being

Nutrition and Physical Activity Education

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program Education (SNAP-Education or 

SNAP-Ed) brought $9,646,109 in federal funds 

to Missouri. The funds support engagement 

with 485,010 Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program (SNAP) recipients and 

eligible citizens of Missouri. There were 

321,372 direct educational contacts. This year 

we had 1,383,799 indirect educational contacts 

through newsletters, health fairs, food pantries, 

and the Show Me Nutrition helpline.

Even with the challenges of COVID, 935 Youth 

and 575 Adult contacts were made, for a total 

of 1,510 contacts in Maries County.

Dawn Hicks shared this 

success story 

demonstrating Maries 

County impact:

Doing Kids in the Kitchen 

with some 6th graders we 

did a recipe called Creamy 

Fruit Salad. The students 

had a blast making it that 

day and they all liked it. We 

had talked about how we 

could change the recipe to 

more of their liking. At my 

next class with them, one 

student told me that he 

made that recipe for his 

family, only using vanilla 

yogurt instead of 

strawberry. He said his 

family really liked it and 

they plan to make it often.

FNEP Highlights

The following is a list of the locations where participants 

were served in Maries County:

Schools

Belle Elementary

Belle Head Start

Belle High School

Maries County Middle Schoo

Vienne Elementary



County highlights
This Year we said Goodbye to two wonderful and hardworking Staff Members

Thank You Donna & Tina for 

all your hard work 

and dedication!

This mother/ 

daughter duo have been 

such amazing assets to 

the Extension office and 

we wish them all 

the best in their next 

endeavors!

Donna Buchess has been 

with Extension for >10 

years.

Tina Vogt has been with 

Extension for >6 years.
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