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Mission 
Our distinct land-grant mission is to improve lives, communities and economies by producing relevant, reliable and responsive 

educational strategies that enhance access to the resources and research of the University of Missouri. 

Dear Members of the County Commission and Maries County Citizens, 
 

 This year was the 105th Anniversary of Extension all across the nation.  We are pleased to highlight programs of dis-
tinction.  Thank you for your support which has made it possible for University of  Missouri Extension to provide educational 
programs for the citizens of Maries County.  University of Missouri Extension provides research-based resources and programs 
to address high-priority issues, and is a direct link to the four campuses of the University of Missouri System.  In 2019, more than 
one million Missourians statewide turned to University of Missouri Extension for help in improving their farms, businesses, fam-
ilies and communities. 
  The success of University of Missouri Extension in Maries County depends upon the dedication and support of     
members of the County Extension Council, the Maries County Commission and all the volunteers who assist with our programs.  
The council assists staff with planning and implementing programs by communicating the interests and concerns of local       
citizens.  We partner in the state to maximize and apply our resources where the greatest impact can be made. 
 The Extension faculty, staff, and county extension council members look forward to a continued team effort in 2020 to 
better our communities and our lives.   
 
  

 Brenda Johnson    Tanner Wansing    Kelsie Lineback 
 Chairman, 2019    Secretary     County Engagement 
 Maries County Extension Council  Maries County Extension Council  Specialist 

2019 Maries County Council 
 

The county council is the link between 
University of Missouri Extension and the 
people of the state.  Established and 
directed by Missouri state law, the council 
assists the staff in educational program 
development and implementation,      
personnel and fiscal management and 
membership.  County councils are     
comprised of elected and appointed   
members who serve two-year terms.  The  
Maries County council members are: 
 
 

Elected: 
 

 Brenda Johnson, Chairman 

 Michelle Butler  

 Drew Busch 

 Doyle Gray 

 Belinda Hilderbrand 

 Jeana Walters 

 Lara Deckard 

 Gene Gillispie 

 Sarah Stratman, Vice-Chairman 

 Tanner Wansing, secretary 

 

Appointed: 
 

 Justin Shanks, MFA 

 Vic Stratman, Co Commission 

 Steve Vogt, City of Belle, 

 Glenn Dressendofer, Farm Bureau 

2019 Maries County Budget 

 
Revenues:                    
County Commission                  $15,000.00  
Short Course       205.00 
Resale/Ed. Service       390.00 
Miscellaneous    1,635.00 
Carryover                          967.82   
                   $18,197.82 
 
Expenditures: 
Secretarial Salaries/Benefits                 $ 13,872.00 
Supplies         643.00 
PO Box           46.00  
Postage         105.00 
Council Expense/Election                         100.00 
Insurance/Bonds        200.00 
Resale         277.00 
Capital Purchases/Maintenance       250.00         
Mileage      1,481.00 
Other         960.00 
Soil Tests         202.00 
                    $18,136.00 
 
 

Maries County Staff 
 
 

Administrative Staff: 
Donna Backues 

Tina Vogt 
 

Kelsie Lineback 
County Engagement Specialist 
Nutrition and Health Education 

 

Dawn Hicks 

Family Nutrition Program Associate 
 
 
 

Also serving Maries County: 
Anita Ellis 

Livestock Specialists 
 

Patricia Barrett 
Community Economic Dev. Specialist 

 

Cathy Galland 
4-H Youth Specialist 

 

Gatlin Bunton 
Agronomy Specialist 

 

Mark Christian 
Small Business Specialist 

 

Patricia  Barrett 
Ag Business Specialist 

 
 

James Quinn 
Horticulture Specialist 

 

Kelsie Lineback 
Nutrition and Health Education Specialist 

 

Dave Hileman 
Human Development Specialist 

 
 

 

 

State Fair Farm Family 
 

Matt & Christine Stockton 
 

Maries County Extension 
Courthouse, 4th and Main Street, P.O. Box 116, Vienna, MO  65582 

573-422-3359 573-442-3269 FAX 

http://extension.missouri.edu/maries 

“Equal opportunity is and shall be provided to all participants in Extension programs and activities, and for all employees and applicants for employment on the basis of their demonstrated 
ability and competence without discrimination on the basis of their race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national origin, age, disability or status as a Vietnam-era veteran.  This policy 
shall not be interpreted in such a manner as to violate the legal rights of religious organizations or military organization associated  with the armed forces of the United States of America.” 
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Leaders Honor Roll 

Steve Vogt & Sarah Stratman 
 

Steve Vogt was recognized to receive the University of Missour i Extension Leaders Honor  
Roll award.  As former mayor of Belle, Steve brings years of experience and a unique perspec-
tive to the Extension Council.  “Steve volunteers for several local Extension events, is a mem-
ber on multiple local community coalitions, and plays an active role in the East Central Region-
al Council” states Lineback.  His membership to the Maries County Extension council has as-
sisted in bringing awareness to local Extension efforts and programs.   

 
Sarah Stratman was recognized for  her  support and sponsorship to the University of      
Missouri as well as the University of Missouri Extension in Maries County.  As a University of 
Missouri alumni and Branch Manager of the Maries County Bank Belle location, Sarah has 
been pivotal to Extension program development in Maries County.  “Sarah is quick to offer 
new ideas for events and programs within our county and has the best interest of Extension in 
mind” says County Engagement Specialist, Kelsie Lineback.   
 
Elizabeth Smith, East Central Regional Director, was at the Maries County Extension council 
meeting to present the awards. 
 
Pictured from left to right: Steve Vogt, Elizabeth Smith, Sarah Stratman 
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State Fair Farm Family 

Back Row: Left to Right Dignitaries 
Marshall Stewart, Vice Chancellor for MU Extension & Engagement, & Chief Engagement Officer, UM 
System, Blake Hurst, President, Missouri Farm Bureau, Nikki Cunningham, Missouri State Fair  
Commissioner, Christopher Daubert, VC and Dean, MU College of Agriculture, Food and Natural         
Resources, Christine Chinn, Director, Missouri Department of Agriculture, Ted E. Sheppard, Missouri 
State Fair Commissioner 

Matt and Christine Stockton and family of Belle were among the families honored during 
the 61st annual Farm Family Day, Aug. 12 at the  Missouri State Fair. 

The Stockton family was selected as the Maries County Farm Family by the University of 
Missouri Extension Council in Maries County and the local Farm Bureau. The family  includes 
Trent, Christine, and Matt Stockton, pictured in front. 

Each year, the fair sets aside a day to recognize farm families from across the state that 
are active in their communities, involved in agriculture, and/or participate in local outreach and 
extension programs such as 4-H or FFA. 

Jr. Clerical Award 

Tina Vogt 
 

     Maries County Bookkeeper, Tina Vogt was nominated for the statewide 
Clerical Awards. Vogt competed against 40 other bookkeepers throughout 
Extension and placed 3rd in the state.  
     Through many changes in county leadership and mission, Tina has made 
a difference at our Extension office and throughout the community, exem-
plified the mission of the university, and has positively impacted the people 
of our state. Tina has shown pride in her job, outstanding performance,   
dependability, reliability, and dedication to the University of Missouri and 
the University of Missouri Extension. Her skills, knowledge, willingness to 
help others, and dedication to our university and the community make her a 
great representative of Maries County. 
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Pat Snodgrass 
 

     Pat retired in August 2019 from the University of Missouri Extension after 41 
years, primarily serving Maries and Crawford counties. Over the years, Pat has 
transformed Extension in Maries County.  
     Pat served as the Maries county field specialist in Housing Education and Hous-
ing and Environmental Design. Pat also served as the Interim County Engagement 
Specialist in Crawford County.  
     These roles are not the only positions fulfilled by Pat, she has held numerous     
leadership positions throughout her years with the Extension that range from  
education to state wide leadership. Some of the roles Pat has held are County    
Program Director for Maries and Crawford counties (at the same time for multiple 
years), County Engagement Specialist,  Family Nutrition Education Program      
coordinator for the entire south central region, Interim Regional Director for the 
South Central Region, Interior Designer, mentor of 5 new County Engagement 
Specialists, and a member of several grant writing teams. Pat has developed many 
programs throughout the Extension and has published several curriculums. She is a 
member of various boards across the region, serving in many leadership roles. She 
has also been recognized state wide for her programming and work throughout the 
Extension. She has been presented a Meritorious Service Award, Special Project 
Award, and the Human Environmental Sciences Celebration of Excellence Exter-
nal Partnership Award for Farm and Home Safety Day, just to name a few. As a 
part of her grant related work she has earned thousands of dollars for communities.  
 

Fun fact: Pat actually started her Extension career right here in the Maries County office as a 
summer assistant from 1973 to 1975. Pat has always been a cornerstone of the Extension family 

in Maries County.  
 
Pictured from left to right; Vic Stratman (Presiding Commissioner), Pat Snodgrass, Kelsie    
Lineback (Maries County Engagement Specialist) 

 

Retirement 
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Missouri Century Farm Program 

Agriculture in Maries County and the long-standing tradition of the family farm was celebrated in October.  The 
Maries County Extension Council and the State of Missouri bestowed the Century Farm status on five Maries 
County farm families. 
 
The extension council hosted a fried chicken dinner meeting at the Vichy Firehouse.  This year five farm families 
received the Century Farm designation.  The event was chaired by Maries County Extension Council Chairman, 
Brenda Johnson and County Engagement Specialist, Kelsie Lineback.   
 
Baker Farm — Robert Baker spoke about his Century Farm; his wife is Angel Feeler Baker from Vienna. The 
couple was married on September 21, 2019 and as a wedding gift, Angel presented him with the completed paper-
work for the Century Farm designation. “It was the best present you get,” Baker said. The farm’s original owner 
was J.M. Baker, who acquired the farm in 1868. Leo Baker is his great grandfather. Baker said he was 8 years old 
when Leo Baker died. Baker’s grandfather, Robert Baker died in a car accident when he was in his 20’s. Baker’s 
father, Robert Baker, Sr. bought the farm from his grandfather. Robert W. Baker II was raised on the farm and 
when he graduated from high school he was sure he’d never look at that farm again. Ten years later he came back 
to his farming roots. He and Angel live on the farm and Baker states that he does not mind working hard and he 
finds that to him, farm work is peaceful.  

Baker Farm pictured from the left to right are:  
Kelsie Lineback, County Engagement Specialist, Vic 
Stratman, Presiding  Commissioner, Angel and Robert 
Baker, and Tom Hurst, State  Representative. 
 

Barnhart Family Farm—Pictured are John 
and Colleene Barnhart and family.,  

Barnhart Farm— Purchased in 1911 by newlyweds, Everett Sr. and Bridgett Briggs Barnhart, this farm has been home 
to five generations of the family. Everett Sr. and Bridgett raised their family of seven boys and one girl in this log home. 
The house was old when it was purchased by them. Built in the mid-1800s it has seen a tremendous amount of history, 
from the civil war to the modern computer age.  
When Everett Sr. and Bridgett passed away in 1978, grandson John Barnhart and his wife Colleen bought 160 acres of the 
farm and son Floyd bought 40 acres and the house. Floyd lived there until his death at which time son Everett Jr. and wife 
Frances obtained the house and 40 acres. Upon their death, grandson John and wife Colleen obtained the house and 40 
acres, bringing the farm back to its original size.  
Since that time, John and Colleen’s daughter Katie Hern, husband Michael, and their son Ethan lived there for a number of 
years. At present, John and Colleen’s son Joseph, wife Kelly, and daughter Adalyn live in this log home.  
Since the days of Everett Sr. and Bridgett, the house has been totally remodeled. The original log structure remains in ex-
cellent shape attesting to the master craftsmen who originally built it.  
The land has been built up to soil test and the pastures are home to Angus cattle and quarter horses. With the fifth genera-
tion of family living in the original log home, John thinks that Everett Sr. and Bridgett would be pleased.  
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Missouri Century Farm Program 

James Farm— Wayne James was the presenter for the James Century Farm. The 240 acre farm is located along Hwy 28. 
James said his great-grandfather, Tim Terry, on September 5, 1916, purchased the property from Charles and Winnie Lyman. 
On October 14, 1927, his grandparents Austin and Kate Terry, purchased it from Tim Terry. On May 7, 1990 his parents, 
Berthal and Hazel Terry James, purchased the estate of Austin and Kate Terry.  James said he acquired the property from the 
estate of his parent Hazel Terry James. Now, his son and daughter-in-law, Chris and Kristan James live on the property. He 
said the farm holds a lot of good memories for him. One memory he recalled is the kitchen sink had a pump to bring in water. 
James family members present at the Century Farm event were Doris Bates and Ken Rutter, Elaine James and Angie Volmert, 
Carol Miller and Cary Miller, Wayne and Alice James and Chris and Kristan James.  

Weller Farm—Lyn Weller was the speaker for the Weller family farm. John and Millie Weller started their family in 1914 in 
a one-room house. They had four children: Earive (Jake) Weller, Harry Weller, Eddie Weller and Sylvia Weller Picker. In 
1919 John bought the farm they now call home and he moved his family to a bigger house. Grandpa John raised cattle, hogs, 
and chickens. He had a team of horses he used to work the farm and never had any modern machinery such as a tractor or a 
truck. Besides raising stock, John and Minnie had an orchard of fruit trees and a large garden. This is how they fed their fami-
ly. Grandpa John with his sons, Weller’s dad, Jake and his Uncle Ed would plant 7 to 10 acres of corn to feed the stock, all 
done by hand and hard work. They ate what they raised. There was no electricity and no well, just a cistern and Weller said 
when he was little he had to dig out the well. They had also dug out a cellar used for storage. In 1970 Lyn and Glenda 
(Thompson) Weller bought the farm from the heirs. The couple built a new home and raised their family on the century farm. 

The JamesFamily re-
ceived their Missouri 
Century Farm sign at 
the Maries County Ex-
tension recognition 
event.  Also pictured 

from left to right are 
Kelsie Lineback, 
County Engagement 
Specialist, Vic Strat-
man, Maries County 
Presiding Commission-
er,  and State Repre-
sentative Tom Hurst.  

The Weller Family re-
ceived their Missouri 
Century Farm sign at 
the Maries County Ex-
tension recognition 
event.  Also pictured 

from left to right are 
Kelsie Lineback, 
County Engagement 
Specialist, Vic Strat-
man, Maries County 
Presiding Commission-
er,  and State Repre-
sentative Tom Hurst.  
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Missouri Century Farm Program 

Wyss Farm— Marilyn Dawson presented the information about the Wyss family farm. The Wyss family story begins 
with Clifford’s great-grandfather, Wilhelm F. Isenberg, who migrated from Germany to the US in 1850. On May 3, 1858 
in St. Louis, he deposited a land certificate for a parcel of land in Maries County. This is where Wilhelm constructed a 
one-room log cabin. The farm was later transferred to his son, John in 1890. John built his log home, which was one large 
room with an attic, within sight of his parent’s home. John raised his four sons and only daughter to work the farm with 
their father and grandfather.  On December 23, 1919, John’s son, Clemens became the sole owner of the Isenberg Farm. 

Tragically, Clemens passed away leaving his widow with seven small children. She was not able to keep the farm, sign-
ing it over to her sister-in-law, Wilhelmina Isenberg Wyss, Clifford’s mother. Once Clifford returned home after serving 
two years in WWII in China, India, and Burma, he began working the farm and moved into the house his grandfather John 
had built. As the family grew, so did the house with the log room remaining as the heart of the home. The Wyss family 
supported weaning pigs, beef cattle, milk cows, and always a strong team of horses or mules. The crops included wheat, 
oats, corn, and tons of hay. Not only was Clifford a full time farmer, but well-known sawyer. Clifford turned 99 in No-
vember 2019.  

Wyss Family pictured above are; Marshall and Cindy Wyss , Marilyn and Pat Dawson, Clifford 
Wyss and Gary Wyss. 
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In Memory of Our Extension Friends 

Gladys Helton 
January 7, 1924—February 20, 2019 

 
Gladys was the 4-H Leader for about 

15 years 

Sylvester Koerber 
February 13, 1924—March 22, 2019 

 
Sylvester was a livestock and crop 

farmer on his family’s  
Missouri Century Farm 

Shirley James 
August 23, 1927—June 26, 2019 

 
Shirley was a strong Maries County 

supporter and owner of the well known 
Dairy Park in Vienna for 19 years 

Roy A. Dillion 
April 5, 1935—March 7, 2019 

 
Roy was a 4-H Member and 

Leader and lived on his family’s 
Missouri Century Farm 
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Continuing Education/ University of Missouri 

 
MU Conference Office 
The MU Conference Office provides high-quality, professional, full-service meeting management for a variety of 
noncredit educational programs, such as conferences, workshops, seminars and symposia. Whether a meeting is 
hosted on campus, in out-state Missouri or anywhere in the world, the office’s professional staff provides assistance 
to create the best learning environment for participants.  Four Maries County citizens received these services. 
 
FRTI 
MU Extension’s Fire and Rescue Training Institute (FRTI) is charged with providing comprehensive continuing pro-
fessional education and training to Missouri’s fire-service and emergency response personnel. The institute has a 
direct effect on the well-being and protection of Missouri’s 24,000 firefighters and the 5.9 million citizens they 
serve. In addition to preparing them to fight fires, courses prepare firefighters for medical emergencies, hazardous 
materials response and disaster preparedness and mitigation. Sixty-eight Maries County firefighters received 
training in 2019 from Extension and University of Missouri. 
 
Nursing Outreach 
The Nursing Outreach program provides continuing education and professional education to nursing practitioners.  
Twenty-one nurses residing in Maries County, received this training from University of Missouri Extension in 
2019. 
 
Continuing Medical Education 
Doctors must receive continuing education to maintain their licensure in the medical field.  University of Missouri 
extension provided this training to two doctors in Maries County in 2019. 
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Who Are the 
Learners? 

What School  
District/Agencies 

are Served? 

What Did Participants 
Learn? 

What Action Did  
They Take? 

How Does This  Make 
Maries County and  

Missouri Better? 

 
Family Nutrition  
Program (FNP) 
provides  
information on 
nutrition, food 
safety, and  
physical activity 
for lifelong health 
and fitness.  In 
Maries County, 
youth and adults  
participated in 
FNP. 

 
Programming  
occurred in the  
following schools 
and agencies: 

 Belle and Vienna 
Elementary 
Schools 

 Belle High 
School 

 Belle Head Start 

 Vienna Senior 
Center 

 Maries Co  
    Middle School 

 Belle Elem Pre-K 

 Vienna Elem   
Pre-K 

 

 
Nutrition Program 
Associate Dawn Hicks 
goes into schools and 
interacts with community 
members to help them 
make healthier choices 
and build healthy habits. 
 
Activities include garden-
ing, cooking, taste-testing 
healthy foods and  
practicing skills that lead 
to good health. 
 
Adults learned about  
nutrition, safe food 
preparation and food 
safety, physical activity 
and food resource 
management. 
 
 

 
Evaluation data reflects 
the positive impacts that 
occur with FNP.  The  
following were reported 
by teachers after FNP 
classes: 
 

 99% reported one 
or more healthy 
lifestyle changes 
such as making 
healthier meal and/
or snack choices, 
eating breakfast 
more often or im-
proved handwash-
ing. 

 

 Over 60% have  
       participated in FNP  
       for three or more  
       Years 

 
The Family Nutrition  
Education Program provid-
ed nutrition education to the 
residents of Maries County 
with an emphasis on food 
stamp recipients and food 
stamp-eligible citizens of 
Maries County. 
 
Participants in FNP in Mar-
ies County who  
practice healthy eating and 
activity behaviors are more 
likely to enjoy a high  
quality of life as an adult 
and into old age.  A healthy 
labor force is critical to 
attracting and keeping jobs 
in Missouri.  In addition, 
this important  
programming effort serves 
to reduce health care costs 
over the participant’s  
lifetime, saving taxpayers 
money in reduced public 
health care benefits and 
insurance premiums. 
 
 

 

Dawn Hicks 
Nutrition Program Associate 

Family Nutrition Program 
Reaching low-income children and families with nutrition 
education 

Dawn Hicks shared the following success  
story: 

   
I was at the Maries R-1 open house when one of 
my students approach me and told me about how 
he has been working on increasing his activity. 
Therefore, we talked about all the activity he has 
been doing this summer and if there was any    
special activity that was coming up that he was 
looking forward to. He told me about riding his 
bike more, walking, and a whole list of other 
things. We even talked about food and if he was 
trying new foods. I told him to keep it up and that 
it seems as if he was doing a great job. 
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4-H in Three Words 
 
 

Building strong youth 

Striving for success 

Responsible young leaders 

Determined community youth 

Lifelong friends 

Community working together 

Developing speaking skills 

Becoming better leaders 

Expanding our skills 

Showcasing your talents 

Tremendous lifetime values 

Building strong leaders 

Memories for life 

Building good character 

Learn new stuff 

Future inspiration now 

Kids in leadership 

A great experience 

Growth through learning 

Make best better 

Inspiring young minds 

Learning new things 

Harmoniously getting along 

Harmoniously working together 

Future community leaders 
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Number of  
Maries  
County  

Learners 

What Did Participants Learn? How Participants Benefit 
How Does This Work Make Maries 

County and Missouri Better? 

 

 132 4-H 
members 
enrolled in     
4-H Clubs 

 30 trained 
4-H 

 
 120 partici- 

pated in the 
‘Hatching 
Chicks’ 
project. 

 

  
Maries County 4-H clubs offer 
long-term educational experienc-
es in which members learn life 
skills such as decision making, 
public speaking and working with 
others. Members learn by doing 
under the guidance of adult vol-
unteers, who teach projects rang-
ing from computers science and 
arts to animal science and healthy 
living. Clubs also involve youth 
in community service, camping 
and educational trips.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The youth of Maries County have 
demonstrated learning through 
the following County, Regional 
and State 4-H Events: 
 
 Regional Shooting Sports 

Events 
 State Shooting Sports 

Contest 
 Missouri State Fair 
 Belle Preview Show 
 Belle and Maries County 

Fair 
 Achievement Day 
 Recognition Day 
 Show Me Quality Assurance 

Workshops 
 Community Service Projects 
 
 

  
Learning by doing is the Mar-
ies County 4-H way. With 
Maries County 4-H Clubs, 
youth are provided with the 
opportunity to practice leader-
ship, citizenship, responsibil-
ity, team work, 
community service and other 
life skills under the guidance 
of trained adult volunteers. 

Volunteers are the core of 
the 4H Program.  They help 
to create, support and deliver 
educational programs and 
experiences.  Missouri 4-H 
volunteers report contrib-
uting on average 100 hours 
per year to the program. Val-
uing their time at $24.14 per 
hour (Independent Sector, 
2017), the contribution of 
Maries County 4-H volun-
teers was worth more than 
$72,000.00 in 2019. More 
importantly, these individu-
als serve as role models and 
mentors for youth. 

 
 
 
 

  
Findings from a 2019 evaluation 
study reveals that Missouri 4-H: 
 
Develops Leadership 

 89% reported feeling comforta-
ble being a leader. 

 95% said 4-H is a place where 
they get to help make group 
decisions. 

 97% said 4-H is a place where 
you learn about ways to help 
your community. 

 
Builds Initiative 
 92% of Missouri 4-H’ers sur-

veyed said they are willing to try 
something they might get 
wrong. 

 93% said they keep trying until 
they reach their goals. 

 98% said they are willing to 
work hard on something diffi-
cult. 

 
Builds connections for a  
Bright Future 
 93% say they think about how 

their choices affect others. 
 97% said they treat others the 

way they want to be treated. 
 98% said they show respect for 

others ideas. 
  
  

Maries County 4-H 
Engaging youth as valued members of the community 
in partnership with caring  volunteers 

 
Cathy Galland 

County Engagement Specialist 
4-H Youth Specialist 
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Program What Did Participants Learn? How Participants Benefit 
How Does This Work Make 
Maries County and Missouri 

Better? 

 
County  
Government 
Day 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spring Beef 
Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
49 Students from Belle participat-
ed in Government Day as well as 
31 students from Vienna, totaling 
80 Maries county students.  These 
students participated in an event to 
learn about the history of Maries 
County and their county govern-
ment.  They learned who the elect-
ed officials are and their role in 
local government is. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Over 50 farmers and livestock 
producers from surrounding coun-
ties attended the Spring Beef 
Meeting in Vienna.  Producers 
learned the latest information on 
anaplasmosis, maximizing return 
on cattle investments, and new 
changes to Missouri Fence Laws. 
 
Presenter Patricia Barrett, with 
UM Extension Ag Business  
 
 
    

 

 
The Vienna High School history teach-
er with the students said, “this is one of 
the most relevant field trips our kids 
can take to instill civic responsibility.”  
One student remarked, where alcohol 
was present, that he learned about the 
serious effects and potential conse-
quences of a DUI. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Discussion of Beef Nutrition, Anaplas-
mosis and Farm Income Tax Changes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sheriff Heitman affirms these 
programs make a difference to 
the youth who participate and 
help deter them from crime.  
When you see the costs and 
consequences of crime first 
hand, it truly stays with them 
all their lives. 
 
22 Maries County businesses 
support this program as it 
leads to youth becoming in-
volved citizens and will en-
courage voting in county, state 
and national elections. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Agriculture, beef cattle, and 
farming are the economic driv-
ing force in Maries County 
with annual sales of 365 mil-
lion dollars.  The producer, the 
county and local businesses 
benefit with increasing reve-
nues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Marketing Extension 
 

Kelsie Lineback 
County Engagement Specialist 

In Nutrition and Health Education 
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Program What Did Participants Learn? How Participants Benefit 
How Does This Work Make Maries 

County and Missouri Better? 

 
Fall Beef 
Meeting 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
MU  
Alternative 
Break 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
AgrAbility 
Donation from 
Billy Foster 
 

 
Over 30 livestock producers and 
farmers attended the Fall Beef 
Dinner in Belle. Topics covered 
during this meeting were maxim-
izing cattle investment and return 
and changes to Farm Income Tax 
law.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
5 University of Missouri – Co-
lumbia students came to Maries 
county over Spring Break to vol-
unteer throughout the community 
as a part of a school based organi-
zation, Mizzou Alternative 
Breaks. The students lodged in 
the Maries County Extension 
office and performed volunteer 
work throughout Vienna. The 
students painted the youth build-
ing at the Vienna park and visited 
with residents at Victorian Place 
of Vienna.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The purpose of the AgrAbility 
Project is to help increase the 
likelihood that farmers, ranchers, 
farm workers, and farm family 
members who are limited by any 
type of disability or chronic 
health condition employed in 
production agriculture or agricul-
ture-related occupations become 
more successful.  
 
 
 
426 Extension wide contacts with 
Maries County Residents. 
 

 
Producers improve efficiencies 
in their operations and produc-
tivity in livestock and agricul-
tural production.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shown at left is Wesley Moore, 
Beef Nutritionist with Cargill.  
Wesley is a former Maries County 
4-H’er.  
 

 

 
Citizens of Vienna benefited 
from the students’ volunteer 
work by receiving assistance on 
larger projects that needed to be 
completed within the county.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A local disabled farmer and 
family benefited from the dona-
tion of the equipment that had 
been modified for a farmer with 
certain limitation.  
 

  
Agriculture production is increased 
which adds to the overall economy in 
Maries County and the surrounding 
region. Maries County is one of the 
largest beef producing counties in the 
state.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The students provided needed services 
to the community that benefit the fair-
grounds and activities held at the 
youth building.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This makes Maries County better by 
providing resources for farmers of all 
abilities to complete daily farming 
tasks and by making farming possible 
for all with a variety of abilities.  
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Program What Did They Learn? 
What Action Did They 

Take? 

How Does This Work to Make  
Maries County and Missouri  Bet-

ter? 

  
Mid-Missouri Grazing 
Conference 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Beef Cattle Production 
and Do It Yourself Ra-
tion Balancing methods 
and Forage Considera-
tions 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Show-Me Select       
Replacement Heifer 
Program 

 
Attendance based on evalua-
tions for this conference was 
49, representing 17 counties; 
of these participants, 1 were 
from Maries County for this 
6 hour program.  When you 
support UM Extension con-
ferences, producers are pro-
vided the opportunity to gain 
hands on experience with 
tools and technologies, 
which may increase the prof-
itability of their operations.  
This in turn benefits the 
county as well as the state of 
Missouri. 
 
 
Three participants from this 
County.  Anita presented 
Back to the Basics: Nutrient 
Considerations.  Dr. Eric 
Bailey presented DIY Ration 
Balancing to give partici-
pants in depth and applicable 
knowledge to develop their 
own ration for their beef 
cattle.  Rusty Lee presented 
Forage Considerations; this 
is important as the quality or 
quantity of a particular for-
age will determine what type 
of supplement/ration you 
provide. 
 
 
Show Me Select Sale sum-
maries improved and intro-
duced replacement heifer 
development practices and 
methods to increase repro-
ductive efficiency 
 

 
Percentages of under-
standing; 
 
 37% Genetics  
 37% Grazing 
 25% Stocker vs. 

Cow/Calf 
 31% Weed ID 
 25% Mineral     

Supplement 
 24% Soil Testing 
 30% Holistic   

Grazing 
 
 
 
 
 
The various methods 
and equipment dis-
cussed can help to    
decrease input costs and 
overall help producers to 
have a more efficient 
feeding system. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Participants utilize   
improved reproductive 
management strategies 
such as reproductive 
tract scoring, pelvic 
measuring, artificial 
insemination and proper 
health management to 
improve heifer develop-
ment.  

 
The Show-Me-Select program focus-
es on increased adoption rate by 
farmers in Missouri of management 
practices that offer potential to im-
prove long-term reproductive effi-
ciency of their herds and resulting 
profitability.  Focus is put on increas-
ing marketing opportunities and add-
ing value to Missouri-raised heifers 
with the creation of reliable sources 
of quality replacement heifers in 
terms of genetics and management.  
Respondents indicated they intend to 
read more to increase their 
knowledge base and soil test more 
regularly. 
 
 
Quality hay is necessary for livestock 
producers to maintain their cattle 
operations.  This is most important 
for the several hundred livestock 
producers in Maries County and adds 
to the number one economic impact 
of the county.  Forage considerations 
in order to determine what type of 
supplement/ration should be  
provided. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
75 livestock producers from 14 dif-
ferent counties attended the meeting 
in Vienna.  This program improves 
the quality of the Missouri Beef herd 
and also adds value to Missouri beef 
enterprises through improved genet-
ics and management. 

Livestock Education 

Anita Ellis 
Livestock Specialist 
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Programs 
What Did Participants 

Learn? 
How Participants Benefit 

How Does This Work Make   
Maries County and Missouri   

Better? 

  
Number of Maries 
County Soil  
Samples 
 
 365 of the 

12,067 samples 
submitted state
-wide to the 
MU Soil Lab 
Testing       
Services were 
from Maries 
County. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Test results and recommenda-
tions of fertilizer applications 
were mailed to the customers 
that had submitted their sam-
ples.  Follow-up consultations 
were provided, as customers 
needed additional assistance 
interpreting the results and 
recommendations. 
 
Increases in grain yield and 
forage tonnage are expected 
when elements of fertility are 
deemed required. 
 
 41% required lime for pH 

corrections. 
 
 81% required Phosphorus 

additions. 
 
 67% required Potassium 

additions. 

 
Upon completion of the program, 

participants were able to: 

1. Recognize the need to cor-
rectly identify weed plant 

prior to choosing a weed 
management strategy. 

2. Understand the concept of 

economic thresholds and 
economic injury levels when 

making weed management 
decisions. 

3. Possess a basic understand-
ing of biological control, soil 

fertility, and other non-
chemical methods of weed 

management. 

4. Better understanding of the 
value of soil sampling and 

managing fertilizer inputs. 

5. Better understanding of the 
format and information pro-

vided on each herbicide la-
bel. 

6. Recognize the importance of 

using label information in all 
phases of application. 

7. Consider environmental im-

pacts when selecting a herbi-
cide for use. 

 

 
Enables farmers to manage their 
soil fertility by first knowing  
current levels and which added 
elements would generate a return 
on investment. 
 
Promotes farm sustainability by 
keeping land productivity at a 
high level. 
 
Reduces unnecessary expenses of 
applying costly fertilizer at a level 
above what can be utilized. 
 
Reduces environmental impact 
from the off-target movement 

associated with over-application. 

 

Agronomy  
Teaching programs in crop and forage production, plant pathology, 
entomology, weed science and soils Gatlin Bunton 

Agronomy Specialist 
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Agriculture Business 
 

Patricia Barrett 
County Engagement Specialist 

Ag Business  and Community Economic Development 

 

Programs 
What Did Participants 

Learn? 
What Action Did 

They Take? 

How Does This Work Make  
Maries County and  

Missouri Better? 

  
Cattle Meetings  
 
 
Master Gardener 
Conference 
 
 
Farm, Family and 
Me 
 
 
Understanding the 
ABC’s of USDA 
 
 
Ag Business Policy 
and Plant Tech-
nical Assistance 
 
 
Heartland Library 
Gardener  
Education  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 130 Attended 
 
 
 10 Attended 
 
 
 
 1 Attended 
 
 
 
 1 Attended 
 
 
 
 10 Served 
 
 
 
 
 35 Attended 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 200 Total Hours of       

Collective Workshop   
Participation 

  
In Calendar year 2019, 
programs created  
included Invasive  
Species of Missouri 
and “Getting your  
Garden Ready to 
grow”.  I offered the 
Invasive Species  
program in June at the 
State Master Gardener 
Conference.  I devel-
oped a poster for the 
NACAA national  
conference 
“Understanding the 
ABC’s of USDA”.   
It was one of several 
accepted for presenta-
tion representing  
Missouri Extension. 
 

 
Maries County and Missouri benefit 
when agriculture education and grant 
programs help farmers and ranchers  
become better producers of quality fresh 
produce and meat products.  When  
producers expand their businesses with 
value added products, income and tax 
base increases for Maries County and  
Missouri.   
 
In Maries County, agriculture, forestry 
and related industries provided $365  
million in sales, including $69.9 million 
in value added sales, 1,345 jobs and 
$14.7 million in tax revenues.   
 
Knowledge is power, and extension  
education provides reliable, relevant, 
research based educational  
programming, which benefits all of  
Missouri. 
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Nutrition and Health Education 
 

 

Kelsie Lineback 
County Engagement Specialist 

Nutrition and Health Education  

Program 
What Did Par-

ticipants Learn? 
How Participants Benefit 

How Does This 
Work Make Maries 

County and Mis-
souri Better? 

  
Matter of 
Balance 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Canning 
Work-
shops 

 
This is a Fall 
Prevention  
program that 
emphasizes  
practical strate-
gies to manage 
falls.  The pro-
gram is owned by 
Boston Universi-
ty.    Program 
objectives are to 
view falls as con-
trollable, set 
goals for increas-
ing activity, 
make changes to 
reduce fall risks 
at home, and to 
increase strength 
and balance,   
discuss fall  
prevention      
strategies, group 
based discus-
sions, and      
balance improv-
ing exercises.  
 
 
 
 
 
Two sessions 
were held that 
discussed the 
latest updates in 
canning supplies, 
regulations and 
equipment.   
Pressure canner 
gauges were also 
tested. 

 
14 residents started and completed the program.  Since the pro-
gram began 0 participants fell.. 
 
After the program, 6 of 8 were not at all fearful of falling. 
 
Results obtained from the Matter of Balance first and last session 
surveys and class evaluation: 
 
 8 of 8 increased assurance in ability to find a way to get up if 

they were to fall 
 8 of 8 increased assurance in ability to find a way to reduce 

falls 
 8 of 8 increased assurance in ability to protect themselves if 

they fall 
 8 of 8 increased assurance in ability to increase physical 

strength 
 8 of 8 increased assurance in ability to become steadier on 

their feet 
 8 of 8 decreased the extent to which their      concern about 

falling interfered with normal social activities with family, 
friends, neighbors or groups 

 8 or 8 strongly agree or agree they feel more comfortable talk-
ing to health care providers about meds and risk for falling 

 8 or 8 strongly agree or agree they feel more comfortable talk-
ing to family and friends about falling 

 8 or 8 strongly agree or agree they feel more comfortable in-
creasing physical activity because of this class 

 6 of 8 strongly agree or agree they feel more satisfied with life 
 4 of 8 say they have made safety modifications in their home 

to reduce risk of falling 
 
 
Participants learned about new and updated Ball canning products, 
new food safety regulations, and changing acidity levels in toma-
toes. 
 

 
By supporting MU 
Extension’s Nutri-
tion and Health pro-
gramming,  people  
become more active 
and make healthier 
choices    leading to 
a lower risk for dis-
ease and illness.  
This increases         
disposable income 
for families 
(reduction in medical 
or pharmacy expens-
es, fewer days 
missed from school 
or work, etc.) and      
eventually leads to 
lower long term     
medical costs for    
families and           
communities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
By supporting MU 
Extension's Nutrition 
and Healthy pro-
gramming, people 
become more active 
and make healthier 
lifestyle choices 
leading to a lower 
risk for disease and 
illness. 
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Program 
What Did Participants 

Learn? 
How Participants Benefit 

How Does This Work Make Maries 
County and Missouri Better? 

  

 

Healthy 
Through the 
Holidays 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Meat Labeling 
Workshops 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Two sessions were held that 
discussed healthful practices to 
maintain routine health 
throughout the holiday season 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Two sessions were held that 
discussed meat labeling on 
packages where 10 Maries 
county participants attended.  
These workshops covered new 
meat product label verbiage, 
types of meat cuts, and current 
marketing strategies. 
 

 
Participants learned practical 
healthy eating tips to be used 
throughout the holiday     
season. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Participants learned about 
false advertising on meat 
products, recent marketing 
ploys to try and get consum-
ers to buy certain products, 
and chemicals that may be 
found in meat products today. 

 
This makes Maries county and Missouri 
Better by bringing awareness to healthy 
lifestyle choices which leads to a lower risk 
for disease and illness.  This increases   
disposable income for families (reduction in 
medical or pharmacy expenses, fewer days 
missed at work or school, etc.) and eventu-
ally leads to a lower long term  medical cost 
for families and communities.  
 
 
 
This makes Maries county and Missouri 
Better by bringing awareness to healthy 
lifestyle choices which leads to a lower risk 
for disease and illness.  This increases dis-
posable income for families (reduction in 
medical or pharmacy expenses, fewer days 
missed at work or school, etc.) and eventu-
ally leads to a lower long term medical cost 
for families and communities. 
 
 
 
175 Health and nutrition contacts in      
Maries County , out of 6,430 contacts made 
state wide. 
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Business Development Program (BDP) 
Karen Leatherman 

Small Business Development Specialist 
 

Program,  
Workshop,  

Number of Learners 

County  
Participation 

What Did They Learn? 
How Does This Work Make Maries 

County and Missouri Better? 

  
We partnered with 
Meramec Regional 
Planning Commission 
(MRPC) and Small 
Business Administration 
St. Louis District Office 
in support of the Rural 
Strong initiative to  
provide rural business, 
local economic develop-
ment agencies and  
others with information 
on SBA loan programs 
and our SBDC services.  
This workshop focused 
on informing entrepre-
neurs, small business 
owners and stakehold-
ers—including govern-
ment and community 
organizations—about all 
of the federal services 
and programs, including 
lending products and 
resources powered by 
the SBA, that are  
available in our area 
from the SBA and 
USDA’s Rural  
Development Agency.  
This event had 13  
attendees. 

 
Karen was selected 
to speak at a nation-
al conference hosted 
by America’s 
SBDC.  Co-
presented about our 
state’s initiatives to 
reach rural women 
in business and 
shared information 
about our region.   
 
 80 attendees 

from all over 
the world. 

 
 2 Presentations 
 
The most far-
reaching attendee 
was from the island 
nation of Palau. 
 

 
Nancy Major, owner of “I Can 
Too! Learning Center” in  
Salem, Dent County, was  
selected Rural SBA Person of 
the Year.  She was selected as 
the Missouri Rural Business 
winner of the St. Louis Region. 
 
We partnered with MRPC and 
Dent County Extension on a 
series of four customer service 
trainings for businesses.  The 
trainings were held in St. 
James and Salem. 
 
 

 
Across Missouri, the total impact for all 
businesses assisted by the Missouri     
Business Development Program was: 
 
 Secured $9,884 million in new loans, 

grants and equity in FY19. 
 
 15 new businesses 
 
 Held 17 trainings attended by 388 

people in the region 
 
 Supported 1,376 jobs in the region. 
 
 
We continued our active participation with 
Community Foundation of the Ozarks’ 
Salem.  This spring we partnered with  
Salem GRO and the Salem Chamber of 
Commerce to present a webinar on boost-
ing business.  This event reached 12  
participants from rural communities 
throughout Missouri. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Business Success story: 

    “Just Delicious” - St. James, MO, a 
small business that was created with 
Extension guidance. 
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