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Who we are

Faculty and staff Council members

County commissioners

Headquartered in Madison County

Stephanie Schindler

County Engagement Specialist in Community & 

Economic Development

Brad Coleman

4-H Youth Specialist

Leslie Sutton

Youth Program Associate

Shanna Sorg

Nutrition & Health Education Specialist

Michala Boyd

Office Manager

Emalie Davis

Nutrition Program Associate

Field Specialists

David Reinbott

Field Specialist in Agricultural Business

Donna Aufdenberg

Field Specialist in Horticulture

Anthony Ohmes

Field Specialist in Agronomy

Kendra Graham

Field Specialist in Livestock

John Fuller

Field Specialist in Human Development

Sarah Havens

Field Specialist in Natural Resources

Rick Polete, Chairman

Brenda Brewington, Treasurer

Katie Baldwin

Alexis Vance

Cindy Basden

Sonja Long

Keith Myers

Joalyn McKenney

Jason Green

Brandon Hale

Twila Sanders

Beth Simmons

Kathy Stearley

William Wright

Jason Green – Presiding Commissioner

Tom Stephens – 1st District Commissioner

Larry Kemp – 2nd District Commissioner



Financials and more

Receipts and Expenditures 2020

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.

Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government. Federal and state 

money, through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, training costs, computers 

and communication equipment. County funds support the local office, secretarial and youth assistant 

salaries, staff mileage and council expenses.

The ****insert your county**** County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to express our 

appreciation to the ****insert your county**** County Commissioners for their continued support of 

extension programs.

Local Support

Did you know you can donate directly to ****insert your county**** County 

Extension with a gift to be used immediately or as an endowment contribution 

for long term efforts. Monies put into the endowment are left forever to earn 

interest with the county office benefiting each year. You can also direct your 

donation to a specific program such as 4-H or Master Gardeners.

Key outcomes and numbers

Income

County Appropriations 50,000

Total Income 50,000

Expenses

Salaries/Benefits 33,055.62

Travel 679.00

Telephone/Fax 2886.17

Advertising 400.00

Rent 4,200.00

Publications 200.00

Office Supplies/Service 3,367.35

Utilities 3,548.66

Insurance 944.22

Capital Repairs 400.00

Total Expenses 49,681.02

✓ Madison County residents trained through 

MU Extension Tax Schools

✓ 4,247 total educational contacts from MU 

Extension to residents

✓ $25,000 worth of 4-H shooting sports 

equipment secured through an NRA grant

✓ 20 students enrolled in UM System schools 

from Madison County

Madison County office manager, Michala Boyd, 

was recognized by MU Extension as “Rookie of the 

Year” professional.  This honor is given to only 2 

officer managers throughout the state.



Educational Access & Excellence

PROSPER – Strengthening Families Program 10-14

PROSPER stands for PROmoting School-community-university Partnerships to Enhance Resilience. 

PROSPER is a scientifically-proven delivery system for preventing substance misuse and other problem 

behaviors in the early teen years. The model makes use of “evidence-based programs” to reduce risky 

youth behaviors, enhance positive youth development, and strengthen families. Madison County 

continued to serve as the first location in Missouri to implement the PROSPER delivery system during 

2021. Through a partnership with Fredericktown R-I School District, the local PROSPER implementation 

team, Families Flourishing FredMO, supported sthe two evidence-based programs included in the 

PROSPER model; Botvin Life Skills Training (LST)and Strengthening Families for Parents and Youth ages 

10-14 (SFP 10-14), with students and their families at Fredericktown Middle School. All 6th and 7th grade 

students completed the LST series and 6 families completed the 7-part SFP 10-14 series. In addition to 

supporting these programs, Families Flourishing FredMO also held two Family Game Night events over 

the summer break, providing local families the opportunity to connect through having fun together. 

PROSPER was supported in Madison County during the 2021 program year through numerous sources 

and community partners:

• Madison Co Opioid Crisis Taskforce, Madison Co MU Extension Council

• Fredericktown Eagles Ladies Auxiliary, Fredericktown R-1 School District

• The Pig BBQ, Little River Farm, KTJJ

• U.S. Department of Health & Human Services’ Rural Opioid Technical Assistance program and the 

National Institute of Food and Agriculture’s Rural Health and Safety Education grant



Educational Access & Excellence

4-H Day Camp – A Huge Success!

Madison County 4-H members attended Explore

4-H Day Camp, hosted by Southeast Missouri 4-

H and University of Missouri Extension Over 175

youth and 68 adult volunteers from 4-H clubs

throughout Southeast Missouri participated in the

exciting day of fun activities and educational

programming.

Educational activities youth took part in included

robotics, arts and crafts, horsemanship, sport

fishing, Tai Chi, building a DaVinci bridge and

archery. Youth learned new ways to create

healthy snacks and how to promote them with

other youth and families. Youth also had a

chance to swim and take part in a variety of

group games..

Camp was staffed by extension faculty and staff

and parent volunteers. Youth who participate in

activities like day camps gain independence and

develop a sense of belonging. 4-H camp

programs are made possible by the dedicated

volunteers and donations from organizations all

around Missouri

Marquand 4-H Youth Futures
With grant money made available from the 

Missouri 4-H Foundation, 4-H Youth Specialist 

Brad Coleman was able to introduce the 4-H 

Youth Futures College Within Reach Program 

developed by the University of Missouri 

Extension/4-H Center for Youth Development 

and Lincoln University Cooperative Extension to 

students at Marquand High School. Marquand 

High School was the first school in Madison 

County host the program. This curriculum-based 

program promotes college and career technical 

programs for high school youth who are not 

typically encouraged to attend college or career 

centers.

The 4-H Youth Futures SPIN Club is a six to ten-

week program that allows youth to begin learning 

about higher education options. Units include 

the steps necessary to enroll in college or a 

career center, choosing and getting into college 

or a career center, exploring possible majors and 

careers, skills for life, career skills for success 

and financial literacy including information on the 

FAFSA, scholarships, grants and loans.

Right: Youth take part 
in the DaVinci Bridge 
activity

Below: Clover Kids at 
4-H Camp



Health & Well-being

SNAP-ED Impacts Madison County

Tai Chi for Arthritis and Fall Prevention

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Education (SNAP-Education or SNAP-Ed) brought 

$9,646,109 in federal funds to Missouri.  The funds support engagement with 485,010 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) recipients and eligible citizens of Missouri.  

There were 321,372 direct educational contacts.  This year we had 1,383,799 indirect educational 

contacts through newsletters, health fairs, food pantries, and the Show Me Nutrition helpline.  

1,525 direct and indirect contacts were made in Madison County.  

Participants in SNAP-Ed learn the importance of making healthier meals and snack choices, eating 

breakfast more often, are more willing to try new foods, increase their physical activity, and make 

healthier food choices.  Those who practice healthy eating and are physically active are more likely 

to contribute to a healthy labor force and enjoy a high quality of life throughout the lifespan. 

This vital programming effort also reduces healthcare costs over the participant’s lifetime, saving 

taxpayer money in reduced public healthcare benefits and insurance premiums.  

A total of 1,525 direct and 

indirect contacts were 

made in  Madison County.

Madison County held three Tai Chi for Arthritis and Fall Prevention series during the 2021 

program year. Each series consisted of 16, 1-hour sessions, with 14 Madison County residents 

completing the entire series. The practice of tai chi teaches its participants to perform flowing, 

powerful movements through weight transference, making it a major component of fall 

prevention and balance quality. Studies have shown that tai chi improves muscular strength, 

flexibility, fitness and immunity, while enhancing quality of life and decreasing the overall 

incidence of pain. The Tai Chi program was supported locally by the Madison Co Ambulance 

District, Great Southern Bank, and the Madison Co MU Extension Council.

Results gathered from participants’ pre and post assessment show that:

• 14 of 14 participants increased lower body flexibility 

• 14 of 14 participants increased upper body flexibility

• 12 of14 participants improved their balance



Economic Opportunity

Livestock Programming In Madison County

In 2021 livestock programming in Madison County 

was active. Two workshops were held in 

Fredericktown including Raising Backyard Poultry 

with 8 participants and Basics of Raising Sheep and 

Goats with 7 participants in attendance. There were 

17 calls for information, two farm visits and one office 

visit conducted. Information topics included forage 

testing, feeding and ration balancing for cattle, 

feeding hogs, poultry litter for fertilizer, hay quality, 

raising emu, marketing goats, and bull 

selection. Education and information provided aid 

producers in making decisions that help increase 
profitability on their farming operations.

Horticulture Programs Impact Many

In 2021, there were 3,973 direct contacts (participants) 

through gardening programs where participants were 

actively engaged in the learning process. Programs were 

in-person and online.  In-Person programs included 

planning the vegetable gardening, planting spring 

flowering bulbs, growing and using culinary herbs, native 

plants, gardening with children, container gardening, 

gardening pests and many more.  We had online 

programming that had state and national outreach. These 

included town hall horticulture meetings, home gardening 

webinar, and commercial vegetable program where 

gardeners learned about a broad array of horticulture 

topics. Participants who engaged in horticulture 

programming learned about insects, weeds, diseases, 

soil health and fertility, general plant care, and variety 

selection. During 2021, there were over 1,100 requests 

for horticulture information through calls, emails, walk-ins 

or site visits from 30 counties.

In Madison County, programs on spring gardening and 

planning and growing flowers had 12 unique participants 

for 2021

A monthly Garden Spade Newsletter reaches over 2,000 

subscribers every month with a 20% increase in 

readership during 2021.

Anyone can subscribe to the 

garden spade at 

https://mailer.missouri.edu/p/42

N5-5WM/thank-you-for-

subscribing or contact Donna 

Aufdenberg at 

aufdenbergd@missouri.edu or 

573-243-3581

https://mailer.missouri.edu/p/42N5-5WM/thank-you-for-subscribing
mailto:aufdenbergd@missouri.edu





