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Carrie Lake, Secretary-Office Support

Lyann Ritter, County Engagement Specialist in 4-H 
Youth Development (Macon County)

Jeremiah Terrell, Field Specialist in Human 
Development

Candace  Rodman, County Engagement Specialist in 
Nutrition and Health Education

Jennifer Schutter, Field Specialist in Horticulture

Michael Krauch, NE Regional Director
Northeast Regional Office
506 Hitt Street, 109 Whitten Hall
Columbia, MO 65211

Laurie Link, Chairman
Matt Lambert, Vice-chairman
Amanda Dewitt, Secretary
Josh Muck, Treasurer
Walter Carr
Richard Switzer
Connie Clawson
Jeff Parks
Mason Kiehl
Burnie Hicks
Anna Hines

Dick King, Presiding Commissioner
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Glen Murrain, Commissioner



Budget and more

Appropriations budget

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.
Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government. Federal and state 
money, through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, training costs, computers 
and communication equipment. County funds support the local office, secretarial and youth assistant 
salaries, staff mileage and council expenses.

The Linn County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to express our appreciation to the Linn
County Commissioners for their continued support of extension programs.

Local Support
Did you know you can donate directly to Linn County Extension with a gift to 
be used immediately or as an endowment contribution for long term efforts. 
Monies put into the endowment are left forever to earn interest with the 
county office benefiting each year. You can also direct your donation to a 
specific program such as 4-H or Master Gardeners.

Key outcomes and numbers
Income
County Appropriations 45,000
Total Income 45,000

Expenses
Salaries/Benefits                                     37,688 
Travel 2,300
Telephone 2,150
Office Supplies/Equipment 1,500
Postage 875
Insurance 322
Repairs/Maintenance                                   100 
Advertising 65
Total Expenses                                      45,000

 1,694 total educational contacts from MU 
Extension to resident of Linn County

 682 contacts related to productive farming, 
better gardening and managing natural 
resources

 1,001 contacts related to healthy eating and 
aging, strengthening families, personal finance 
or youth development

 11 contracts related to starting businesses, 
developing community leaders or renewing the 
local economy

 345 contacts using Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program Education federal fund

 196 4-H participants and 68 youth and adult 
volunteers with valued time of $194,072

 Broadening of online services, programs,  
workshops, training and education by MU 
Extension Specialist due to the Covid-19 
pandemic



County highlights

PESTICIDE APPLICATOR TRAINING
In order for producers of agricultural commodities to purchase 
or apply restricted-use pesticides on property owned by them 
or their employer, or rent without compensation other than the 
trading of services between producers of agricultural 
commodities, they must have a private pesticide applicator 
license. This includes farmers, ranchers, vineyardists, plant 
propagators, Christmas tree growers, aquaculturalists, 
floriculturalists, orchardists, foresters, sod producers, or other 
comparable persons. 

Pesticide applicator training helps reduce the harmful effects 
of improper pesticide use. There are two categories of 
applicators in Missouri, private applicators and commercial 
applicators. Restricted-use pesticides are classified as such 
because without additional training they pose a risk to people, 
animals or the environment.

During the training, participants learn about safe handling of 
pesticides, proper mixing, calibration techniques, 
environmental ramifications of improper mixing or careless 
application, chemical breakdown of pesticides in the 
environment, what records are needed, pesticide formulations, 
personal protective wear and how to clean it, pesticide 
storage, common Missouri pests, and integrated pest 
management (IPM) techniques.

The license must be renewed every five years. In 2021 there 
were three options to renew a license or to obtain certification. 
Field Specialists in Agronomy held training sessions via Zoom 
every week. Anyone could join these meetings from their 
home computer. A second option for farmers who were not 
able to attend one of the Zoom trainings, was to complete a 
study guide using the Private Pesticide Applicator Training 
Manual. Face to face events were held as well.

AG Business – Jason C. Morris
MISSOURI’S FARM LEASE PROGRAM PROVIDES
LANDLORDS AND TENANTS VALUABLE HELP 
Questions related to farm leases are extremely common 
among Extension offices here in Missouri. Twenty-four (24) 
persons attended the 2 farm lease classes held in 2021 online
or in-person. On-line and in-person education allows people 
to hear several speakers and ask questions either via zoom 
or in-person.   Topics covered are current rents and trends, 
Items to include in a lease, terminating a farm lease, crop and 
livestock share arrangements and recreational leases. 
Estimates have 40 to 50 percent of farm leases in Missouri 
are still oral and oral lease termination is complicated and
somewhat unique to the state. Education can help end 
arguments and possible costly litigation. This program 
continues to draw participants and with the added online 
option is more accessible to anyone. Participants have 
included landlords from as far as Texas and Wyoming 
who own Missouri farmland. 

Right: Participants listen to Jason C. Morris interactively discuss
farm lease termination at the Missouri Farm Lease program in
Moberly. The class continues to be popular to landowners and
tenants alike.  

During 2021, 22 agricultural producers in Linn County were 
trained and licensed to purchase and apply restricted use 
pesticides. 

Agronomy – Valerie Tate



County highlights
Missouri’s Complicated Fence Law Continues to be a Hot, Disputed Topic

Missouri’s Fence Law is very complex for several reasons. 
One, there are two laws in the state and people confuse which 
law is in their county. Second,  landowners that purchase land 
do not get educated nor investigate the law so need to 
become aware when an issue or conflict arises. One hundred 
thirty (130) persons throughout the state attended in person or 
by zoom in 2021 on the law and how it impacts them as 
landowners. Additionally, more than 100 questions are 
received each year on fence and boundary issues throughout 
the state. Over 90% of attendees recommend this program to 
others every year. Several attendees learn where to find 
additional resources (MU Extension), what law is in place 
where their land is located and that there are 2 fence laws in 
Missouri depending on where the land is located. Several plan 
to meet with their neighbors to discuss this law within the next 
12 months. 
The programs impact is over $83,000 in Missouri based on the 
current cost of legal fees at $300 per hour. 

Farmers Market Price Data Collection Project 
University of Missouri Extension and the Missouri Department of Agriculture collaborated to collect farmers’ market price 
data on crops present at Missouri farmers’ markets during the time period of June 1– October 31, 2021. Each of the six 
MU Extension Specialists on the project collected price data from twelve markets in their region. For the 2021 growing 
season 2241 prices were collected from 63 different markets across the state. This was the largest amount of data 
collected in one season since the project began in 2016.
The information obtained through farmers’ market price data collection will impact farmers’ market vendors, consumers, 
and beginning farmers. Established vendors will be able to use the resource to help determine an accurate value of their 
product based on other vendors selling similar product within their geographic location. Consumers can utilize the 
resource to identify what products were available at a specific farmers’ market in prior weeks, and beginning farmers can 
utilize this resource to determine critical marketing information as well as potential crops to add to their operation that 
may not currently be present.
In addition to collecting prices, vendors were educated 
on the Show Me Food Finder, where to access the price data, 
and the Pandemic Safety and Relief grant opportunity.
From the markets in the Northeast region, vendors included: 
Adair-16, Audrain-8, Boone-23, Cole-3, Cooper-9, Linn-3, Macon-5, 
Marion-11, Putnam-13, and Sullivan-2.

Left: A legal fence in the option law counties (above) is 4-barb wire 
or the equivalent with posts no farther than 12 feet apart. In 
general law counties, a legal fence is at least 1 wire 4 foot high 
with posts no farther than 12 feet apart. It must also maintain 
livestock so a 3 or 4 barbed or equivalent would be necessary.   

Above: Several interested landowners listen to the fence law 
education program at their local site. The program has 
drawn large crowds over the years with several folks 
attending multiple times. 
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PROGRAM: TACKLING THE TOUGH SKILLS
Tackling the Tough Skills is a two-hour, five session, curriculum for building “soft skills” for work and life.
Topics include: Attitude, Responsibility, Communication, Problem Solving, Preparing for the Workplace.  This program had 50 
contacts in Linn County and was done in partnership with 9th Circuit Treatment Court and Juvenile Office.

Participants were able to:
• Recognize how their attitudes have affected their lives
• Brainstorm ways to change negative self-attitudes
• Recognize their personal strengths, and see how in doing so they felt more responsibility in their lives
• Consider what commitments they were willing to make and to keep
• Make a plan for the future

PROGRAM: BOOST YOUR BRAIN & MEMORY
Boost Your Brain & Memory, is a multi-faceted brain health program that goes beyond simple brain games. The evidence-based 
program focuses on a variety of lifestyle factors that impact brain health, and on memory strategies that participants can implement in 
their daily lives.  Boost Your Brain & Memory offers a unique, whole-person approach to brain fitness. 
The program incorporates video segments and instructor-led exercises to guide older adults through a comprehensive overview of: 
• Physical Activity
• Emotional Health
• Intellectual Activity 
• Nutrition
• Spiritual Activity
• Social Engagement

This program had 96 contacts in Linn County and was done in partnership with the 9th Circuit Treatment Court.

HORTICULTURE – Jennifer Schutter

Garden Talk Newsletter
Fifty-five people from Linn County receive the Garden Talk 
newsletter each month informing them of timely gardening tips 
and other important gardening information. The newsletter also 
includes upcoming horticulture programs and activities. Some 
residents receive it electronically. 

Drip Irrigation/Cut flower Tour
On August 4, 2021, 53 people attended a drip irrigation and cut 
flower tour at Bloom Cut Flower Farm near Huntsville. They 
learned how to install a drip system and the advantages of using 
one to increase profits. They learned what flowers are best for 
cut flower production and how they are grown. Two, Linn county 
residents attended the tour. 

Farmers’ Market program:
A program was held on April 8, 2021 in Brookfield to discuss 
guidelines for selling at a farmers’ market. Twelve Linn County 
residents attended the program. 

Online/Zoom Horticulture Programming
Throughout the year, MU Extension offered many horticulture 
programs online or by Zoom that Linn county residents 
participated in. Some of these included: Horticulture Town Halls, 
Growing the Missouri Lavender Industry; Garden Soils and 
Winterizing the Landscape; Master Gardener mini-conference, 
and many more. 

Consultations:
Throughout the year, citizens of Linn County receive information 
and advice on various gardening questions, to help them make 
more informed choices about their vegetable gardens, flower 
gardens, fruit trees, soils, lawns and landscapes. 

Human Development & Family Science - Jeremiah Terrell
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4-H Projects and Camaraderie

4-H Learning Experiences

Embryology is Extension’s most popular 4-H School Enrichment 
Program. Serving 5 Linn County Schools in 2021 and reaching 
over 200 students who had fun gaining knowledge of 
Embryology.

Community Engagement  and Service
Linn County 4-H Members made sure to collect 
donations for 4-H Feeding Missouri and make a 
difference in the community by donating the food to 
the three food drives in the County! 

Linn County Clover Kids were able to experience 
Clover Kid Camp in 2021! They had a day of fun 
projects and games while completing their Exhibit 
Day projects to enter and be judged at the County 
Fair. 

2021 Recognition Sunday was held at East Twin 
Parks in Brookfield with an amazing turnout. This 
is where the 4-H Members receive the 
recognition and awards for all for the hard work 
they put in through the year. 

School Enrichment



Health & Well-being

Nutrition and Health

Stay Strong, Stay Healthy- participants 
increase their ability to complete activities of daily 
living, physical activity, and improve 
strength, balance and flexibility, resulting in reduced 
risk for falls, better overall health and greater 
independence. These health benefits decrease the 
likelihood of a participant losing independence and 
entering a care facility, which costs on average 
$58,000 per year in Missouri. The money saved 
benefits a community by keeping more discretionary 
income in circulation locally. It also keeps people 
actively, independently contributing to society and 
their communities longer. This year, 14 participants 
participated in 16 classes.

The 100 Miles 100 Days program was a tri-county 
success by enabling participants to take control of 
their own health at their own pace.  The only goal 
was to be active enough to equal 100 miles in the 
100 days of summer.  The research done on this 
program was recognized at the state University of 
Missouri Extension and Engagement conference and 
included over 500 participants through Randolph, 
Macon and Linn counties.  

Participants in 
Nutrition and Health 

Programming

Candace Rodman

Strength in Numbers- this program is a group-
based initiative that empowers existing community 
groups to make healthy changes in their 
lives through goal setting and accountability. We 
offered this program virtually this year to the entire 
Northeast region and had 18 groups/organizations 
register to participate.

Winter Wellness Challenge- This self-led program 
focuses on mental, nutritional, and physical health 
for adults and youth.  Starting in 2021 and ending in 
2022. Current registration is 136
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Livestock – Zac Erwin
Show-Me-Select Replacement Heifer Program

The Show-Me-Select program focuses on increased adoption 
rate by farmers in Missouri of management practices that offer 
potential to improve long-term reproductive efficiency of their 
herds and resulting profitability. Also focusing on increasing 
marketing opportunities for and adding value to Missouri-
raised heifers with the creation of reliable sources of quality 
replacement heifers in terms of genetics and management.

In 2021 65 heifers were enrolled from Linn County in the 
Missouri Show-Me-Select Replacement heifer program.  
Show-Me-Select producers sell heifers in sanctioned Show-
Me-Select Heifer Sales held annually at Kirksville Livestock, 
LLC and F & T Livestock in Palmyra, MO. SMS producers also 
sell in other public auctions and private treaty. In 2021, 1106 
Show-Me-Select heifers, totaling $2,212,295, sold through 
SMS sales for an average price per head of $2000.  Analyzing 
data from these sales show that Show-Me-Select tagged 
heifers when compared to those that do not carry the 
Trademarked tag, realize a 204-dollar increase in value. That 
equates to an added value of $225,624 returned to 
participating producers in Northeast Missouri. Several area 
producers purchased heifers at these sales.

County 2021 Enrollment (# of Hiefers)
Scotland 65
Knox 655
Clark 360
Schuyler 80
Macon 110
Linn 65
Sullivan 260
Adair 60

Above: Auctioneer Dan Sullivan, looks for bidders at the 21st

Annual Harold and Marvis Trump Bred heifer auction, 
Carthage, IL.

MISSOURI STATE FAIR FAMILY

Each year, the Linn county MU Extension, in
cooperation with the Missouri Farm Bureau 
selects a family to represent them at the 
Missouri State Fair. We select a family actively 
engaged in agriculture, supporters of MU 
Extension, active in their community through 
leadership roles in organizations, support youth 
in areas such as 4-H and FFA and are respected
by the neighbors and community.

The Tony & Beth Ann Kehr family was selected to
represent Linn County for 2020. With the 
cancellations of the many activities at the Missouri
State Fair, the Kehr's were recognized at the 
2021 Missouri State Fair.  The 
Lumsden-Kehr family have a small cow/calf
operation as well as row crop farming. 

Congratulations to Tony, Beth Ann & Hayden Kehr,
Madilynn & Shayne Lumsden!
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MISSOURI CENTURY FARMS
The Missouri Century Farm Club recognizes those 
families who have contributed to local, state, national 
and international agriculture by owning and 
operating the same Missouri farm for 100 years or 
more. This is a program of the University of Missouri 
Extension, College of Agriculture, Food and Natural 
Resources, and the Missouri Farm Bureau.

2021 recipients from Linn County are:

Mike & Dana Kelly, Marceline – 1915
Original owner, William P. Kelly

Beverly Askins Lewis, Brookfield – 1890
Original owner, Christian Boehner

EXTENSION COUNCIL 4-H SCHOLARSHIPS

The Linn County Extension Council sponsors a scholarship each year to deserving Linn County 4-H Seniors.  In the past, the 
award was for those entering any secondary education program; this year the council chose to change the criteria to include 
those entering a trade, where the purchase of tools, equipment or certain necessary supplies are needed.  Due to the high 
caliber of applicants for 2021, it was determined that all were more than worthy of the scholarship money.  Therefore, the 
Council divided the money equally between the four individuals and awarded them $250 each for their continuing education
and/or entrance into a trade.

2021 - $250 Scholarship Recipients:

JACOB BYERS, 9-year 4-H member, will be attending the Missouri University of Science and Technology, pursuing his love of 
leadership and engineering.

TRAE HOERRMANN, 11-year 4-H member, will be entering the trade of Mechanics, a desire he found through 4-H projects. 

TYLER POLLEY, 10-year member, plans to become a Conservation Agent and is attending Missouri Valley College. 

JENNA STARK, 10-year member, will be studying Biomedical Sciences at Northwest Missouri State University.

These scholarships are funded by donated items auctioned during the Premium Sale at the annual  Linn County Youth Fair. 
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