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Who we are

Faculty and staff Council members

County commissioners

Jason C. Morris, County Engagement Specialist
In Agriculture and Environment

Valerie Tate, Field Specialist in Agronomy

Carrie Lake, Secretary-Office Support

Lyann Ritter, County Engagement Specialist in 4-H 
Youth Development (Macon County)

Jeremiah Terrell, Field Specialist in Human 
Development

Candace  Rodman, County Engagement Specialist 
in Nutrition and Health Education

Jennifer Schutter, Field Specialist in Horticulture

Michael Krauch, NE Regional Director
Samantha Welsh, Business Support Specialist
Northeast Regional Office
506 Hitt Street, 109 Whitten Hall
Columbia, MO 65211

Laurie Link, Chairman
Matt Lambert, Vice-chairman
Amanda Dewitt, Secretary
Josh Muck, Treasurer
Steve Arp
Charlene Roe
Walter Carr
Richard Switzer
Connie Clawson
Tammy Yaeger
Jeff Parks
Brooke Zell
Jered Wallace
Daniel Dewitt

Dick King, Presiding Commissioner
Josh Muck, Commissioner
Mike Brown, Commissioner 
Glen Murrain, Commissioner



Budget and more

Appropriations budget

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.
Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government. Federal and state 
money, through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, training costs, computers 
and communication equipment. County funds support the local office, secretarial and youth assistant 
salaries, staff mileage and council expenses.

The Linn County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to express our appreciation to the Linn
County Commissioners for their continued support of extension programs.

Local Support
Did you know you can donate directly to Linn County Extension with a gift to 
be used immediately or as an endowment contribution for long term efforts. 
Monies put into the endowment are left forever to earn interest with the 
county office benefiting each year. You can also direct your donation to a 
specific program such as 4-H or Master Gardeners.

Key outcomes and numbers
Income
County Appropriations 45,000
Total Income 45,000

Expenses
Salaries/Benefits 38,800
Travel 2,800
Telephone 1,725
Office Supplies/Service 1,000
Postage 100
Insurance 325
Repairs/Maintenance                                   200 
Advertising 50
Total Expenses                                      45,000

 3,030 total educational contacts from MU 
Extension to resident of Linn County

 757 contacts related to productive farming, 
better gardening and managing natural 
resources

 2,227 contacts related to healthy eating and 
aging, strengthening families, personal finance 
or youth development

 46 contracts related to starting businesses, 
developing community leaders or renewing the 
local economy

 345 contacts using Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program Education federal fund

 192 4-H participants and 83 youth and adult 
volunteers with valued time of $225,760

 Broadening of online services, programs,  
workshops, training and education by MU 
Extension Specialist due to the Covid-19 
pandemic



Educational Access & Excellence

4-H Projects and Camaraderie
Whether it is Beef Weigh In and Nose printing or 
State Fair Contest, it takes teamwork. 

4-H Learning Experiences
Linn County Fair is the grounds for experiences that 
you will always remember. Not only do members learn 
and gain knowledge, but they also make memories 
with 4-H friends while showing how hard they worked 
on their projects.

Community Engagement  and Service
The Stearns Brothers are members of Southeast 
Linn 4-H Club and they are selling slushies to raise 
funds for their County 4-H Program on the hottest 
day of the fair! They stated, “4-H does so much for 
us, that we wanted to give  back.”

Jacob Byers serves on our State 4-H Council as the 
Northeast Regional Representative.  It is a great 
experience for our 4-H Members and also enjoyable 
to share with our younger generations at events such 
as the 4-H Regional Expo. 

The Extension Office works 
with the MU Research 
Center in Linneus to help 
the Beef Project Members 
prepare for the State Fair .

Linn County Dog 
Project members 
brought home the 
“Outstanding 
County Dog” Team 
Plaque!



Health & Well-being

Tai Chi for Arthritis and Fall Prevention
Candace Rodman, Nutrition and Health Specialist for Linn 
county, was able to bring a socially distant Tai Chi for Arthritis 
and Fall Prevention program to Brookfield sponsored by the 
Northeast MO Area Agency on Aging.  It was held at the 
Brookfield Senior Center where participants learned how the 
slow, steady, purposeful movements combined with breathing 
and mental awareness, can help a body gain strength, balance 
and flexibility.  The continued practice will help participants 
combat pain from arthritis and reduce the amount of falls we 
see in older adults.

256 Contacts made

$450.00 for Linn County Extension

The 3rd Annual Farm, Family, and Me – Summit for Women 
was held on September 3, 2020. Due to COVID-19, the 
two-day conference was pivoted to a 3 hour virtual event 
focusing on building resiliency.  A total of 182 women 
participated in the event. Topics included dealing with 
financial and farm stress, self-care, and mental well-being.
The event also included a panel of farm women who 
discussed the different ways they balanced their lives and 
work in agriculture. While the majority of the participants 
were from Missouri, 8 states and 2 countries were also 
represented. By pivoting to a virtual delivery method we 
were able to meet women where they were, while still 
providing them with relevant educational materials and 
resources.

On a scale from 1-5 (with 1=low and 5=high), participants 
rated overall conference satisfaction at 4.3. As a result of 
attending the conference, participants indicated the 
following:

Increased my knowledge about the topics – 60% 
Encouraged me to find out more about the topics – 35%
Improved my skills/ability – 25%
Empowered me to develop a plan to address these topics –

34%
Validated my current practices – 36%
Encouraged me to make changes – 36%

Participant Comments:
Farm, Family, & Me webinar yesterday was truly successful---

that is my opinion! Topics were relevant, and speakers 
were outstanding. The panel closing the "event" were 
excellent--diversified, thoughtful, intelligent, seasoned 
women. Loved it!!! A very accessible well done virtual 
conference.

What an amazing and strong group of women on this 
panel!!! Such inspiration! It fills my soul.

Thank you to everyone for presenting at the Webinar! It was 
very interesting and informative! 

So worthy of my time to participate in this! Thanks so very 
much to everyone involved.

Excellent meeting, well attended. I enjoyed the webinar part as 
we all have busy lives. All speakers were great. Easy to 
register and get on webinar. More ag topics for women in 
the future maybe more often with this type of session would 
be great.

Great program, I thoroughly enjoyed it and look forward to next 
year!

Patrons of the Brookfield Senior Center 
demonstrating Tai Chi poses.  

JEREMIAH TERRELL, M.ED.
PROGRAM AREA: HUMAN DEVELOPMENT & FAMILY SCIENCE

PROGRAM: BUILDING STRONG
FAMILIES

The Building Strong Families: 
Challenges and Choices 
program helps families find 
their strengths, build on 
those strengths, and learn 
skills to create stronger 
families, improve 
relationships, and increase 
positive communication.  
This program was delivered 
in partnership with the 9th

Circuit Children’s Division 
and Juvenile Office and had 
36 contacts.
Participants reported the 

following after attending:
I learned how to take more 
time with each individual 
child.
I realized that each member 
of my family has a role and 
responsibility and bring value 
to the family.
I learned about how to 
manage my stress level and 
how to have a family council.
I learned how to organize my 
bills and create a family 
budget.
I recognize the need to have 
personal and family goals.

PROGRAM: TAKING CARE OF
YOU

Taking Care of You is a 
multi-session program

offering practical strategies 
and experiences to help deal 
with the stress in life.
Managing life’s challenges in 
a healthy way allows you to 
take better care of yourself 
and your overall health.
Each week, different topics 
explored through small group 
discussion, self-reflection 
and activities.
Activities of the program are 
aimed at increasing 
mindfulness, positive 
emotions, optimism, 
resiliency to stress, coping 
skills, and self care of one’s 
mind, body and spirit.
A rigorous program 
evaluation showed 
decreased stress levels and 
improved lifestyle behaviors. 
As a result of the program, 
participants:
Cultivate positive emotions 
and resiliency to stress
Discover opportunities in 
life’s challenges
Develop improved responses 
to stress in terms of their 
thoughts, emotions and 
behaviors
Take better care of one’s 
health — body, mind and 
spirit
This program had 77 
contacts in Linn County and 
was done in partnership with 
the 9th Circuit Children’s 
Division, Juvenile Office, and 
Treatment Court.



County highlights

AGRONOMY

Soil testing is a valuable tool for famers. It is a process used 
to estimate the ability of the soil to support plant growth. Soil 
samples submitted to the University of Missouri Soil Testing 
Lab are analyzed for soil pH and soil nutrients including 
phosphorus, potassium, calcium and magnesium. Soil can 
also be tested for micronutrients including sulfur, zinc, 
manganese, iron and copper.

The objectives of the MU Soil Testing Lab are: to help farmers 
make effective use of fertilizer to increase their financial 
returns; benefit society with improved environment and water 
quality through efficient use of fertilizer on farms, lawns and 
gardens; and to ensure public and private labs are providing 
reliable and quality soil test results to the citizens of Missouri.

University of Missouri Soil Testing Lab ensures Missouri 
farmers are efficiently using the plant nutrients which are 
applied to agricultural fields by providing unbiased, research-
based fertilizer and limestone recommendations based on soil 
fertility analysis. This is a cost-effective way to determine if 
adequate fertilizer is being applied to obtain the yield goals set 
by the farmer without applying excess fertilizer which is not 
only costly, but can be damaging to the environment. In 2020 
there were 32 soil samples from Linn County analyzed by the 
MU Soil Testing Lab. The results were reviewed by Valerie 
Tate and sent to clients along with printed information about 
interpretation of the results and recommendations.

For the past few years, MU Extension has taught Farm Tax 
Workshops for farm businesses and families to include new 
legislation, tax changes, legislation and court cases and additional 
ag issues. The workshops are designed to convey information in a 
concise manner using information from the IRS and the Land 
Grant University Tax Education Foundation. The purpose of the 
classes is to get relevant and helpful information to farmers so 
they can make decisions and be better prepared to work with their 
professional tax preparer.

The workshops were a combination of in person classrooms and 
online classes, with a total of sixty-eight participants. 

Most participants completed an optional post survey. Eighty-three 
percent reported they know exiting the farm business takes 
planning and can have tax consequences. One hundred percent 
said they had a better understanding of how to use tax tools in 
purchasing farm assets (Section 179, Bonus Depreciation). 
Eighty-four percent reported they know where to find Farmer’s 
Tax Guides and where to find additional information.

Many participants planned to take some action before the end of 
the year. Some of the planned actions included: reviewing farm 
records (83%), meeting with tax preparer and communicate with 
family members (67%).  Other say they plan to communicate with 
family members about tax issues (66%) and sixty percent plan to 
review resources before purchasing begins in 2021.

Soil Testing Tools

FARM TAX WORKSHOPS

Farm tax education workshops benefit individuals by 
increasing their understanding and knowledge, leading to 
more informed decisions and management of taxes. Better 
knowledge also leads to improved communications with their 
tax preparers and accountants.  The result is researched and 
timely purchases of farm expenses, optimizing income tax 
scenarios and improved profitability over time.  Money saved 
in income taxes gets to stay locally and is spent in local 
businesses up and down main street, making a more vibrant 
and sustainable rural economy.  



County highlights

HORTICULTURE
Garden Talk Newsletter
Fifty-six people from Lewis County receive the Garden Talk 
newsletter each month informing them of timely gardening tips 
and other important gardening information. The newsletter 
also includes upcoming horticulture programs and activities.

Missouri Grown-mushroom production workshop
On November 5, 18 people from seven counties attended a 
mushroom production workshop in Winigan, Missouri where 
they learned production methods for three types of edible 
mushrooms. Each participant inoculated three logs to take 
home. Rod Belzer of Winigan Farms in Linn county, was a 
presenter. One Linn county resident attended the workshop as 
a participant. 

Drip Irrigation Tour
On August 20th, 34 people attended a drip irrigation tour at 
Titus Creek Flower Farm near LaPlata. They learned how to 
install a drip system and the advantages of using one to 
increase profits. One Linn county resident attended the tour. 

Rod Belzer of Winigan and mushroom program attendee Susan

Missouri Fence Law
Missouri’s Fence Law is very 
misunderstood for a couple of 
reasons. One, there are two 
laws in the state and people 
confuse which law is in their 
county. Second, landowners 
that purchase land do not get 
told nor investigate the law so 
need to be educated when an 
issue arises. Seventy-six (76) 
persons throughout the state 
attended in person or by 
zoom in 2020 on the law and 
how it impacts them as 
landowners with several from 
Linn County participating. 
Additionally, more than 100 
questions are received each 
year on fence and boundary 
issues throughout the state. 
Over 90% of attendees 
recommend this program to 
others every year. Some of 
the attendees learn where to 
find additional resources (MU 
Extension), what law is in 
place where their land is 
located and that there are 2 
fence laws in Missouri 
depending on where the land 
is located.

Several plan to meet with 
their neighbors to discuss this 
law within the next 12 months. 
Plans for the program at 
multiple sites with social 
distancing or via zoom are 
already being planned for 
2021.   

Farm leases are a popular 
topic given current cash rent 
levels and volatile crop prices. 
Landlords and tenants need 
to understand the terms and 
expectations to develop a 
satisfactory agreement for 
both parties.  There are many 
issues both farm landlords 
and tenants need to be aware 
of and this program 
addresses these issues. 
Topics that were covered 
include class current cash 
rents in Missouri and trends, 
which items to discuss and 
include in a lease, terminating 
a farm lease – when and how 
to do it legally, recreational 
(hunting) leases.



County highlights

MISSOURI CENTURY FARMS
The Missouri Century Farm Club recognizes those 
families who have contributed to local, state, national 
and international agriculture by owning and 
operating the same Missouri farm for 100 years or 
more. This is a program of the University of Missouri 
Extension, College of Agriculture, Food and Natural 
Resources, and the Missouri Farm Bureau.

2020 recipients from Linn County are:

Michael & Nina Chute, year of acquisition 1917 by 
Andrews H (AH) & Lizzie P. Farrar

Tammy Ridgeway, Lance Duncan & Edward 
Duncan, year of acquisition 1920 by Okey & Nona 
Milhoan

MISSOURI STATE FAIR FAMILY 

Each year, the Linn County MU Extension, in cooperation with the Missouri Farm Bureau selects a family to 
represent them at the Missouri State Fair. We select a family actively engaged in agriculture, supporters of 
MU Extension, active in their community through leadership roles in organizations, support youth in areas 
such as 4-H and FFA and are respected by the neighbors and community.  

The Tony & Beth Ann Kehr family was selected to represent Linn County for 2020. With the cancellation of 
many activities at the Missouri State Fair, the Kehr’s will be recognized at the 2021 Missouri State Fair. 

LEADERS HONOR ROLL

The Leaders Honor Roll provides a means for the MU Extension Council to recognize local individuals          
for their significant contributions to the University of Missouri Extension and local 4-H program, along      
with other community involvement. 

The 2020 Leaders Honor Roll recipients were Rick Butterfield and Mike Brown.


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9

