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Dear Citizens and the Commissioners of Linn County: 

 

This 2019 Annual Report of the Linn County University Extension Council is a summary of 

educational programs and activities provided by the many Extension Specialists serving Linn 

County.  Descriptions of the many ways Extension touches the lives of people in Linn County 

follow in this report. 

 

We salute the many volunteers, community leaders and Extension council members who have 

given their time and talents to make 2019 a successful year. Our goal to make Linn County a 

better place to live and work, is made possible through the on-going support of the Linn County 

Commission, which make these programming efforts possible.  

 

On behalf of the Extension council and staff, it is an honor to extend the educational resources of 

the nationwide Land-Grant University System to the citizens of Linn County.  We look forward 

to another successful year in 2020; and as always, the Linn County University of Missouri 

Extension welcomes your input and invites you to make use of the resources available at our 

local office.  

 

Walter Carr, Chairman 

Linn County Extension Council  
 

 

 

“University of Missouri Extension does not discriminate on the basis of their race, color, religion, sex, sexual 

orientation, national origin, age, disability, or status as a Vietnam era veteran in employment or program…” 

Linn County Extension 

P.O. Box 81, 109 N. High Street 

Linneus, MO  64653 

660-895-5123 

 



 

 

 

 Management intensive Grazing Schools 

 

Introduction: Management intensive Grazing (MiG) 

emphasizes controlling harvest of pastures with grazing 

livestock. Under continuous grazing, livestock are 

allowed to graze pastures as one unit for the entire 

grazing season with little or no management 

intervention. MiG involves dividing large pastures into 

smaller grazing cells or paddocks. Livestock graze one 

paddock for a short duration and then move to another 

paddock. This provides a recovery or rest period for the 

forage, resulting in increased forage production and an 

opportunity for legumes to be competitive in a pasture. 

Legumes are generally higher in forage quality than 

grasses. Increased forage production increases carrying 

capacity and improved forage quality increases individual 

animal weight gain. These two factors mean more beef 

produced per acre. 

Regional MiG Schools:  Since 1990, Missouri has been 

educating farmers about the principles and practices of 

MiG through grazing schools. The first schools were held 

at the University of Missouri (MU) Forage Systems 

Research Center in north Missouri. In an effort to make 

the schools more accessible to Missouri grazers, regional 

grazing schools taught by MU Extension regional faculty 

and Missouri’s Natural Resources Conservation Service 

personnel began in 1993. Over 650 regional schools have 

been held in all parts of the state and nearly 19,000 

people have been educated through this long running 

program. These schools are two or three days long and 

include classroom sessions, field exercises and a visit to a 

farm using MiG. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Impact on Missouri’s Economy: Planned grazing systems 

are a well-utilized practice in the Missouri Department of 

Natural Resources (DNR) cost share program. These 

systems can include water development, installation of 

interior fences to divide large pastures, interseeding 

legumes and applying limestone to raise the soil pH to an 

optimum level. Attending a MiG School is required for 

participation in state cost share grazing programs. Since 

the inception of the program in 1990, over 11,000 

practices have been implemented with more than $40 

million of financial assistance from the Missouri DNR 

program. 

Surveys of past participants indicate that 

implementing MiG increased beef cattle production by 

22 percent on the same acres which had been 

continuously grazed. They reported benefits of increased 

carrying capacity, more grazing days, less feed and hay 

used, improved forage quality, less time and labor, 

increased soil fertility, improved health and conception 

rates of cattle and ease of handling cattle. All of this 

translates into a $125 million annual impact on  

Missouri’s economy.                                                   

2019:  A grazing school was held in Linneus June 13-14. 

Twenty producers from the following counties attended: 

Caldwell, Carroll, Chariton, Linn, Livingston, Macon, 

Sullivan, and St. Louis.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert Conley from the Natural Resources Conservation 

Service helps producers learn how to evaluate pastures 

during the Management Intensive Grazing School. 

Valerie Tate, MU Extension Field Specialist in 

Agronomy helps producers attending the 

Management intensive Grazing School learn 

how to identify forages.  



Family Nutrition 

 

 

Introduction: Around the state, Extension has been 

changing things up, and with a new model for serving the  

state, new roles and specialists were introduced in most 

counties.  Candace Rodman began serving Randolph, Macon 

and Linn counties as the Nutrition and Health specialist in 

early 2019. After months of training, she was able to make

 it to Linn County to serve 

 the residents at the 

 Marceline Senior Center.

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diabetes Self-Management:  Candace was  able to  partner 

partner with the Missouri Regional Arthritis Center to 

provide a free, useful and informative class for those with 

Diabetes, those wanting to prevent it, or caregivers of those 

struggling with it.  It was a six week interactive course 

focusing on a full tool box of techniques on managing 

Diabetes such as physical activity, proper nutrition, and 

communication with health care providers.  With over 25 

contacts, the program was a success and left with a promise 

to bring back more classes. 

      

Candace Rodman, MSR, 

CES in Nutrition & Health 

Nutrition and Health 

University of Missouri Extension’s Family Nutrition Program (FNP) reached 166 participants 

directly and 615 indirectly with nutrition education in Linn County during 2019, a significant percentage 

of which were low income. FNP provides information on nutrition, food safety and physical activity for 

lifelong health and fitness by working with qualifying schools, community groups and agencies.  

Youth from Preschool to 8th grade learned through kid-friendly, hands-on lessons and activities. 

Activities include opportunities for taste-testing healthy foods and practicing skills that lead to good 

health.  Education for adults also includes nutrition, food safety, and physical activity, as well as food 

resource management.  

Nutrition Program Associates spent 373 collective workshop hours going into schools and other 

grant eligible locations in Linn County to interact with community members, helping them make 

healthier habits.   

Brooke Knifong 

Nutrition Program  

Associate  

Margie Lee 

Nutrition Program 

Associate 

Left: Brooke teaching Show-Me 

Nutrition lessons to students in 

the classroom. 

 

Right: Margie provides a food 

tasting to students as part of a 

Show-Me Nutrition lesson. 



4-H 

LINN COUNTY 4-H/FFA Fair: There were over 200 participating members in the Linn Co. Fair, giving them the opportunity to 

promote their work by exhibiting in shows, contests, demonstrations, displays and the Livestock Sale.   

2019 4-H Fair Royalty 

l-r: Ross Ehrich-Prince, Pershing’s Pride; 

Trae Hoerrmann-King, Shelby; Savannah 

Seals-FFA Ambassador; Adisyn Allen 

Queen, South Eagle; April Sherman-

Princess, Brookfield 4-Her’s. 



4-H 

Linn County 4-H had 184 youth doing project 

work, community service, learning life skills such 

as decision making, public speaking and working 

with others.  Fifty-six dedicated volunteers 

helped create, support and are a part of the 4-H 

community, serving as mentors for the youth, 

helping them transition into caring and 

contributing adults throughout our communities.  

CONTEST DAY: Fifty  members  participated in the 

annual Contest Day. Members competed in 

demonstration and public speaking contests, 

personal development interviews, fashion revue, 

table setting and judging contests. This day improves 

the members problem solving, communication and 

organizational skills. 

CAMP: Thirty-three members and volunteers attended  

4-H camp at Crowder State Park  in Trenton.  During the 

four day camp they develop skills related to decision 

making, wise use of resources, useful or marketable skills 

and self-responsibility. Campers become more 

independent, interact better with people, make new 

friends and gain the ability to get along with others by 

learning teamwork and decision making, thus gaining self

-confidence.   

CLOVER KIDS CAMP—ages 5-7yrs.  

ANNUAL TEEN CONFERENCE ATTENDEES 

SMQA: Forty-two members attended Show-Me Quality 

Assurance.  This program covers daily care and manage-

ment, animal handling, animal identification, reading feed 

labels, biosecurity, proper injection location, carcass quali-

ty and medication withdrawal times.  

LOCK-IN: The first of its kind was held in  

November with forty members attending.   

STATE SHOOTING SPORTS:  4-H Shooting Sports members 

from Linn County who helped bring the National Shooting 

Sports 1st Place trophy home to Missouri. 



Horticulture 

 

 

 

 
   

In 2019, a Linn county Master Gardener completed 15.5 volunteer hours. Of this, 11 were 
service hours with a value of $279.73 using the value of $25.43per volunteer hour from the Independent 
Sector. Master Gardeners are required to complete 6 hours per year of continuing education, which 
totaled 4.5 hours for the Linn county Master Gardener. During the year the Master Gardener was 
involved with projects in Brookfield. Some of these included: assisting with organizing a spring garden 
workshop, cleaning up garden beds and trimming shrubs at a church, cleaning up beds at a city park, and 
cleaning up beds and trimming shrubs at the country club.  

During the year Linn county residents participated in horticulture programs around the region. 
Two residents participated in a blackberry workshop held in Milan where they learned production 
methods, variety selection, and harvesting and marketing techniques for growing blackberries. 
Participants took a tour of a blackberry planting at the farm of a Sullivan county grower.  

Other horticulture programs attended by Linn County residents included a spring gardening 
workshop in Brookfield, a fruit tree grafting workshop in Kirksville, a garlic production workshop in 
Kirksville, and a vegetable tour in Audrain County. Participants learned tips, techniques and information 
they can use at home or in their growing operation.  

One Linn county producer who grows and sells fresh produce at local farmers’ markets, helps 
teach horticulture production related programs during the year like mushroom, garlic, and other 
vegetable production workshops.  
 

Jennifer Schutter 

Field Specialist in 

Horticulture 

 

Kim Carnahan is a new Master Gardener who 

represented Linn County at the First Lady’s 

Garden Party and Tea at the Governor’s  

Mansion.  

Rod Belzer at a local farmers’ market. 

Garlic Production Workshop  



Human Development 
Jeremiah Terrell, M.Ed. 

Program Area: Human Development & Family Science 

 

Program: Building Strong Families 

The Building Strong Families: Challenges and Choices program helps families find their strengths, build on those strengths, and learn skills to 
create stronger families, improve relationships, and increase positive communication.  This program was delivered in partnership with the Linn 
County Treatment Court and had 91 contacts. 

 

Participants reported the following after attending: 

I learned how to take more time with each individual child. 

I realized that each member of my family has a role and responsibility and bring value to the family. 

I learned about how to manage my stress level and how to have a family council. 

I learned how to organize my bills and create a family budget. 

I recognize the need to have personal and family goals. 

  

Linn County Farm Family -2019 Missouri State 

Fair 

The Pfeiff family from Purdin, Matt, Addison, 

Kasen, Blake and Jennifer. Dignitaries pictured 

are Kevin Roberts-Chairman, Missouri State Fair 

Commissioner, Rob Kallenbach-Int. Assoc. Dean, 

Agriculture & Environmental Extension & Director, 

Todd Hays-Vice President, Missouri Farm Bureau, 

Blake Naughton-Assoc. Vice Chancellor for MU 

Extension & Engagement, Mark Wolfe-Deputy 

Director, Missouri State Fair Director, Chris 

Klenklen-Deputy Director, Missouri Department of 

Agriculture and Chloe Momphard-Missouri State 

Fair Queen 2019. 

 

Linn County 2019 Farm Family 


