
Income 2019 

County Court    $45,000.00 

 

Actual Expenses 2019: 

 

Salaries & Secretarial   $33,402.84 

 (includes hired help when main secretary is out  

of the office) 

Benefits        4,655.36 

(includes $1800 from UM Extension for retirement  

funds) 

Communications       1,150.14 

Rent, utilities & custodial      5,527.15 

Supplies, postage          670.87 

Repairs & copier rental      2,746.78 

Travel         1,168.68 

Other - Insurance, bonding, misc.        967.30 

     $50,289.12 

 Emily Bergsieker- Field Specialist     

in 4-H Youth Development 

       (660) 584-3658 

 Kathi Mecham -Field Specialist 

in Commercial Horticulture 

       (660) 542-1792 

 Judy Elling-County Support Staff 

       (660)  584-3658 

 Jim Crawford– Field Specialist in 

Agricultural Engineering 

       (660) 744-6231 

 Joe Lear– Regional Director 

 Allene Gremaud- County 

Engagement Specialist in 

Nutrition 

      (816-776-6961) 

 Penny Crawford-Regional 

Coordinator Food and Nutrition 

Education Program (FNP) 

       (816) 632-7009 

 David Hoffman– Field Specialist 

in Livestock 

       (816)380-8460 

 Kelly Asbury– Business 

Development 

       (660) 596-7350 

 Connie Griffith– FNP Program 

Manager 

       (816) 632-7009 

 

 

 

 Travis Harper – Field Specialist in 

Agronomy 

       (660) 885-5556 

 Linda Florence - Nutrition 

Program Associate 

      (660) 584-3658 

 Katie Neuner– County 

Engagement Specialist in Ag 

and Environment 

       (660) 584-3658 

 Jessica Trussell-Field Specialist in 

Human Development 

       (660) 646-0811 

 

 

Financial Report & Extension Council 

Faculty and Staff Serving Lafayette County 

2019-2020 Extension Council Members 

Eric Lockard, Higginsville, Chairman 

Chad Copenhaver, Lexington, Vice Chairman 

Anita Edmonds, Lexington, Secretary 

Paula Oelrichs, Higginsville, Treasurer 

Jill Boland, Waverly 

Pam Carson, Concordia 

Arron Haynes, Higginsville, City of Higginsville Representative 

Jason Hilbrenner, Waverly 

Darren Hull, Concordia, Farm Bureau Representative 

Sarah Malott, Odessa 

Gary Martens, Concordia 

Benjamin Niendick, Wellington 

William Soendker, Mayview 

Brett Varner, Odessa 

Dalton Wiegilman, Wellington 

Craig Williams, Lexington, County Commissioner Rep 
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Lafayette County Highlights 
Lafayette County hosted the 19th annual Women Landowners Conference in November at the Concordia   

Community Center. Life Goes On was the theme this past year with keynote speaker and Lafayette County na-

tive Abby Bertz giving a wonderful speech about her experiences with FFA and growing up in our community. 

Katie Neuner, County Engagement Specialist serves on the planning committee along with the  local USDA team 

and local women in agriculture. Join us for our 20 year celebration in 2020! 

 

Lafayette and Johnson County 4-H      

received a $7000 grant from West 

Central Electric Round-Up Foundation 

for the purchase of virtual reality      

goggles. STEM programs thru 4-H allow 

youth to have access to new                              

technologies. 

The 2019 4-H/FFA Fair was a success with: 

 1268 4-H Exhibits, 152 FFA Exhibits 

 861 Livestock entries 

 Increased youth participation in judging, demonstrations 

and public speaking  

 And over 2,400 volunteer hours! 

 



Economic Opportunity 

Katie Neuner, 

County Engagement Specialist in Ag and Environment  

Legalization of Industrial Hemp became a popular subject with many phone calls received at the 
county office. University of Missouri Extension responded with education events held throughout 

the state. Lafayette county’s Hemp 101 Meeting kicked off this statewide effort with an informational 
meeting held in October with 32 attendees.  

Classes provided at the extension office included Fence Law and Farm Leases.  

Lafayette County Extension coordinated the regional Ag Lenders Seminar for the third consecutive year. This 
event , held in Marshall MO, provides ag lenders with economic outlooks for the next crop year along with   
operating budgets for many ag enterprises.  

Private Pesticide Applicator Training 

A private pesticide applicator training (PPAT) was held in Lafayette County in 2019.  Private pesticide 
applicator training is intended for agricultural commodity producers who want to spray restricted-
use chemicals on properties owned by them or their employers.  The purpose of PPAT is to ensure that applicators 
are applying pesticides safely. 

Cover Crops Workshop 

The use of cover crops in agricultural production systems has increased in popularity in recent years due to their 

ability to limit soil erosion, increase soil fertility and soil quality, and reduce incidence of insects, diseases and 

weeds.  Travis Harper presented a program on cover crop selection and management at Concordia Implement in 

2019.  Attendees learned how to select cover crops species to meet their goals, how to manage cover crops in or-

der to realize the full benefit without negatively impacting cash crop production, and tools and resources that are 

available for farmers utilizing cover crops.  Approximately 60 Lafayette County residents attended.   

Travis Harper, Agronomy 
Specialist 

 

Missouri “Show-Me-Select” Heifer Program 

       Sale preparations, pregnancy checks, pre-sale exams, sale  management and sale follow-up are        
included in this program. Producers from Bates, Cass, Henry, Johnson, Lafayette and Miller     
Counties participated with the sale of 231 head @ $1786/head totaling $408,500.00. More than 
300 people attended the sale at Kingsville Livestock Auction.  

David Hoffman, Livestock Specialist 

Farmer’s Market 101  

Participants learned about feasibility of starting a new market, the benefits of farmer’s markets, 

marketing, market trends and tips for display. Successful Farmers’ Markets add to Lafayette 

County and Missouri’s economy. Local fresh fruits and vegetables can improve citizen’s diets.  

Kathi Mecham,              

Horticulture Specialist 

 

 
  

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
January 2020 
 
Dear Friends of University of Missouri Extension, 
 
A unique partnership exists between University of Missouri Extension and local government. In Lafayette 
County, we’re proud of the many ways our partnerships with local government, organizations and coali-
tions have worked to improve our resident’s lives.   
 
University of Missouri Extension in Lafayette County is a partnership between the Lafayette County Ex-
tension Council, the Lafayette County Commission, and the University of Missouri.  The Lafayette County 
Extension Council receives funding from the Lafayette County Commission and local donations and gen-
erates income through sales of Lafayette County plat books and maps.  These funds operate and maintain 
the Lafayette County Extension Center and provide basic support for county extension programs. The 
University provides financial and in-kind support for Lafayette County MU Extension by employing ex-
tension specialists and program assistants & associates and provides valuable technological and commu-
nications support. In addition to securing support from the University, the funds that the Extension 
Council receives from county-based sources are used as leverage to secure additional grant and program 
funding from outside Lafayette County.  

 

This report is a brief overview of some of the educational programs conducted by extension specialists 
for the citizens of Lafayette County. This annual report is not intended to give the full scope of all activi-
ties in the county but provides an overview of the programming efforts for the citizens of Lafayette Coun-
ty. 

 

We would like to thank all of the volunteers who make extension in Lafayette County a reality. We look 
forward to 2020, as we strategically address a wide range of needs that fall into three grand challenges 
for the state of Missouri and Lafayette County: economic opportunity, educational excellence and healthy 
futures.  

 

 
  

           

 

 Eric Lockard      Anita Edmonds                                   Catherine Neuner 

  Extension Council Chair    Extension Council Secretary               County Program Director 

LAFAYETTE COUNTY 

14 E 19th, Suite 102 

Higginsville, MO 64037 

PHONE  (660) 584-3658 

FAX  (660) 584-3659 



Educational Excellence 

4-H in Lafayette County 

A community of 352 youth building life skills, contributing to their community and becoming college and career 
ready. 

4-H members are supported by 221 youth and adult volunteers 

Develops Leadership 

70% of the Missouri 4-H’ers      
surveyed said they are 
comfortable speaking up in a 
group. 

79% reported feeling comfortable 
being a leader. 

90% said they look for ways to 
involve all members of a group. 

83% said they stop to think about 
their choices when making a     
decision. 

84% said they help others reach 
their goals.  

Builds Initiative         

89% of Missouri 4-H’ers surveyed 
said they are willing to try                
something they might get 
wrong.                                                

90% said they keep trying until they 
reach their 
goals.                                       

93% said they try to learn from 
their mistakes.                                    

95% said they are willing to work 
hard on something                               
difficult.                                       

96% reported that they like to learn 
new things.  

Builds Connections for a Bright      
Future 

91% said they like to learn about 
people who are different from them, 
and get along.          

90% said they think about others  
feelings before they say something.  

96% said they treat others the way 
they want to be treated.         

98% said they show respect for 
others ideas.        

Emily Bergsieker, Field Specialist in 

Youth and 4-H Development 

Lafayette County is growing future scientists.  4-Hers are more likely to pursue future courses or a career in science, 
engineering or computer technology.  Of the 352 4-H members many were enrolled in science related projects this 
past year, which included animal project such as beef, dogs, meat 
goat, sheep and swine, amphibians & reptiles, entomology,          
veterinary science, arts & computers, filmmaking, forestry, weather 
& climate, wildlife conservation, geology, gardening, agronomy,   
floriculture, aerospace, electricity, robotics, small engines, welding 
and woodworking. 

*Findings from a 2019 evaluation study  

Healthy Futures 

Matter of Balance Class 

Allene Gremaud collaborated with Jessica Trussell, the Human Development Specialist headquartered in Livingston 

County, and Care Connections to offer this fall prevention class at the Higginsville Senior Center and Margaret Gray 

Center.  Both classes saw a high number of participants looking to 

reduce their fall risk and better their overall health. Local Physical 

Therapist, Kendra Schull attended a class to answer any questions 

or concerns participants had regarding fall prevention and safety. 

What participants are saying... 

“I needed this class to get me out of the 

house and out of my funk of depression. And 

I learned so much about safety and falls 

Allene Gremaud, County Engagement 

Specialist in Nutrition 

 

 

 

 
 
University of Missouri Extension’s Family 

Nutrition Program (FNP) reached 1,427 participants 
directly and 4,154 indirectly with nutrition education in 
Lafayette County during 2019 a significant percentage 
of which were low income.  FNP provides information 
on nutrition, food safety, and physical activity for 
lifelong health and fitness by working with qualifying 
schools, community groups and agencies.  
 
Youth from Pre-school to 8th grade learned through kid
-friendly, hands-on lessons and activities. Activities 
include opportunities for taste-testing healthy foods 
and practicing skills that lead to good health. Education 
for adults also includes nutrition, food safety, and 
physical activity, as well as food resource management.  

Nutrition Program Associates (NPA’s) go into schools 
and other grant eligible locations and interact with 
community members to help them make healthier 
choices and build healthy habits. They see the 
difference the program makes in people’s lives.   
 
 

 

 

Recently, I assisted in Kids in the Kitchen classes in 

Lafayette County at the Waverly Regional Youth Center.  

The experience programming there was a very profound 

and life changing.  Our last day with these young men 

was very touching.  Throughout the programs, the 

groups by and large were respectful and engaging.  The 

best thing about this site was that there was hope.  

These kids have histories, they have tragedies, and they 

have experienced consequences.  Because of these 

things some have better life goals than others. For the 

programming at this site, not only did we bring nutrition 

education and healthy foods to try, we also brought a 

sense of freedom and adventure to them. A number of 

times, the boys would remark that they had never tried 

the different foods we brought.  It was a red-letter day 

when we made Perfect Pumpkin Pancakes. The last day 

of programming was very bittersweet.  During our 

presentation, one of the boys graduated out of the 

facility. This was deeply felt within his group.  There 

were hugs, handshakes, and well wishes. –Linda 

Florence 

 

 

Linda Florence, Nutrition Program 

Associate 


