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Hello Master Gardeners! 
 
While we can’t do much about 
the weather we can take note 
of what worked and what did-
n’t over this past growing sea-
son. It is time to take a few 
notes for next year. I don’t 
know about you, but I find that 
the things that I am sure I will 
remember have totally disap-
peared from my head by the 
time I need to apply that infor-
mation.  
 
Every growing season has a 
lesson or two to learn. Lessons 
come in the form of successes 
and failures. They also come in 
the form of things we have 
picked up from knowledgeable 
friends and gardening pro-
grams we attend. There is no 
end to information we can 
draw from. When all else fails 
“Google it”, just remember to 

My Week at the Agroforestry Academy 

By Phil Gebhardt, MG 2010 

With support from Debi Kelly and the University of Missouri Extension 
Service, I was able to attend the Agroforestry Academy held in and 
around Columbia, July 21-26, 2019. 

Participants stayed in a college dormitory—a first for me!  My room-
mate was a veteran currently living in California but looking to buy a 
farm in Virginia.  The group was quite diverse and came from all over the 
country.  We took many field trip tours, and here are three highlights: 

The Horticulture and Agroforesty Center (HARC), New Franklin, where 
I saw a stand of loblolly pine and pine straw bales and mulch; a Chinese 
chestnut cultivars orchard; walnut trees (with some cultivars being se-
lected for timber and others for nut production); a pecan cultivar or-
chard; a stand of Paw Paws; an Elderberry field; a stand of Bucks Unlim-
ited Oaks (a cultivar developed at the Center and commercially distribut-
ed through the Forrest Keeling Nursery that consistently and prodigious-
ly masts acorns annually); a shitake mushroom work area; and a tree 
grafting seminar/demonstration.  HARC has an annual open house called 
the Chestnut Roast in October each year. 

Cedar Hill Farm owned by Bill and Ellen Stouffer in Saline County.  The 
Stouffers retired from commodity farming and transitioned to chestnuts 
and elderberries.  Our group was able to tour the chestnut orchard, the 
pond/irrigation system, an elderberry field, and the processing plant for 
the chestnuts and elderberries.  Bill Stouffer indicated that he is in the 
business of selling pond water in the form of chestnuts (which are mostly 
water) for $6.00 per pound; he also indicated that his chestnut harvest 
ended on October 20, 2018, and that he was sold out of chestnuts on 
October 20, 2018. 

Green Pastures Farms owned by Greg Judy in Clark.  This silvopasture 
operation raises grass-fed beef on approximately 16 different farms, 12 
of which are leased and 4 of which are owned.  Greg Judy’s story includ-
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ed how he went from near bankruptcy in 1999 into controlling va-
cant or abandoned farms through leases to allow control of 
enough land for a large grass-fed beef operation.  The tour of the 
Judy farm included his approximately 2,000 shitake mushroom log 
operation.  Of most interest to me were exercises in the wood-
lands with a forestry professor and others from the University who 
taught us how to calculate the basal area of forested lands and 
helped us learn how to select trees for thinning to a desired basal 
area/canopy cover.  Mr. Judy is an author, but I have not read any 
of his books—I should as he is apparently a successful agroforestry 
land developer.          

   There was also a class project that included coming up with an 
abbreviated agroforestry development plan for the Brush and 
Trouble Farm and the Circle L Ranch, both located in Hallsville.  
The Brush and Trouble Farm is a 20-acre farm that produces most-
ly sheep and chickens.  The Circle L Ranch is a 170-acre grass-fed 
beef operation.  There is a mentor/business relationship between 
the owners of these two farms.  I hope that the owners of those 
farms got some benefit from the presentations of the participants 
on the last day of the Academy.  My most substantial contribution 
was to point out the similarities of the Brush and Trouble septic 
lagoon to a riparian buffer area, with some suggestions on how to 
install a riparian buffer around the septic lagoon—anyway, I 
thought it was a creative idea.   

There were many presenters at the Academy—for me the most 
important was Sarah Lovell, who will be the new Director of the 
Center.  She was the first academic person I have heard describe a 
vision of urban agroforestry that includes smaller scattered sites—
something I am entirely interested in.  

Growing food on trees or other perennial plants has been 
around for centuries, but Agroforestry as an academic area of in-
quiry is only about 40 years old.  There are advantages for agricul-
ture to emphasize non-destructively harvested food grown on per-
ennials, such as carbon sequestration to combat global warming; 
the creation of a lower input, more sustainable agriculture; lower 
long-term costs associated with the lack of annual planting or oth-
er annual costs, among other things.  I first learned of the status of 
the MU Center for Agroforestry as one of the World’s leading cen-
ters for agroforestry in Mark Shepard’s book, Restoration Agricul-
ture.  This view of the status of the MU Center for Agroforestry has 
only been reinforced by my experience with the Center.  As Mis-
souri gardeners and food producers, you may want to learn more 
about this Center and/or agroforestry in Missouri.    
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From the President ... 

(continued from page 1)  

Not everything on the web is cor-
rect. 
 
No matter how experienced or 
how long we garden there is al-
ways something to be learned. If 
we keep an open mind and our 
hands dirty the knowledge we 
gain in the garden will add joy and 
peace of mind to our lives in this 
ever changing world.  
 
Linda 

Linda  Klossner—President 

 plklossner@gmail.com 

 (636) 274-4628 

Dorothy Schuette—Vice President 

 dorothyschuette@ymail.com 

 (636) 212-1671 

Vera Brandt—Treasurer 

 Elvira.brandt@att.net 

 (636) 467-2002 

Paula McBurnett—Secretary 

 paulamcb@yahoo.com  

 (573) 305-2194 

2019 JCMG 

Officers 
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Master Gardener Coordinator Update 

Hello Master Gardeners,   

I want to point out two changes to the Volunteer Site Locations on page 8.  First, Ron and Janet Patrick 
have a new phone number and a new email address.  They are the lead for the Jefferson College site.  
Second, I received an email from the Franciscan Farm.  The farm is going to be fallow for at least one 
year while a decision is being made on the future of the farm.  They have been deleted from Volunteer 
Site Locations. 

Justin Keay, Horticulture Specialist in STL and STC counties, and I are planning a Soil Health Workshop 
as a Level II training for Master Gardeners.  The date is Friday, November 8th from 9:00 am to about 
3:00 pm at the St. Charles County Extension Center.  Topics include: soil refresher, interpreting soil 
test results, soil health, cover crops to improve soil health, and a rain simulator demonstration to 
demonstrate soil health.  

The next Master Gardener Course will be held on Wednesday evenings beginning Jan 29 through April  
18.  After seeking input from several MGs, the 2020 MG Course will be held on the Jefferson College—
Arnold campus.  We hope offering the course in a more densely populated area, more people register. 

Happy Gardening! 

September Meeting Review 

St. Louis Greenhouse Plant Society  

If you want to know about growing plants in a greenhouse, ask Mara 
Berry of the St. Louis Greenhouse Plant Society. Mara brought a vivid 
presentation to the Sept. 10 meeting of the JCMG, explaining how 
the eight greenhouses at South County Technical High School oper-
ate. Propagation takes place in the winter months, culminating in a 
huge plant sale the first weekend of May.  In 2019, the organization 
made $35,000 selling annuals, sun and shade perennials, succulents, 
natives and some tropical plants to parks and the public. Some of 
their proceeds benefit special school district students, St. Louis city 
and county parks, and youth and community gardens. After her ca-
reer as an educator in the Hazelwood District, Mara became a Master 
Gardener. See more about the Society and check out their spring 
monthly classes at www.greenhouseplantsociety.com or on Face-
book at https://www.facebook.com/St-Louis-Greenhouse-Plant-
Society-2098010163573267/ 

http://www.greenhouseplantsociety.com
https://www.facebook.com/St-Louis-Greenhouse-Plant-Society-2098010163573267/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Louis-Greenhouse-Plant-Society-2098010163573267/
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OCTOBER 2019 

5 - Sustainable Garden and Kitchen Seminar, Kirkwood, MO.  Call 314-400-2115. 

5 – Wildflower Identification and Ecology, Shaw Nature Reserve. (not listed in the catalog)  Register 
here: https://mbgregistration.mobot.org/emc00/EventSearch.htm?mid=4 then “Search For” Wild-
flower. 

8 - Herb Preservation Workshop, DeSoto, MO.  Call 636-797-5391, $15/person. 

8 – Fall Wildflower Ramble (not listed in the catalog), Shaw Nature Reserve, Register here: https://
mbgregistration.mobot.org/emc00/EventSearch.htm?mid=4 then “Search For” Wildflower. 

26 – Trees of Shaw Nature Reserve, Shaw Nature Reserve, (not listed in catalog) Register here: https://
mbgregistration.mobot.org/emc00/EventSearch.htm?mid=4 then “Search for” Trees of Shaw Na-
ture Reserve. 

 
NOVEMBER 2019 

8 - Soil Health Training for Master Gardeners, St. Charles, MO.  (Level II class). Call 636-797-5391. 

10 – Native Plant School: Woodland Restoration and Bush Honeysuckle Control: Large Scale, Shaw Na-
ture Reserve.  Call (314) 577-9555 

12 - JCMG Bimonthly Meeting, Viking Room, Hillsboro, MO. 

14 - Native Plant School: Invasive Plant ID and Control, Shaw Nature Reserve.  Call (314) 577-9555 
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Arnold—745 Jeffco Blvd 

 Saturday  8 AM—Noon 

De Soto—Hwy 30 behind McDonalds 

 Saturday 8 AM —Noon 

Cedar Hill—8100 S Industrial Dr 

 Friday  3 PM—7 PM 

Fenton—200 Gravois Road 

 Saturdays 8 AM-1 PM 

Hillsboro—10533 Business Hwy 21 

 Wednesday  3:30 PM—6:30 PM 

Contact Debi Kelly if you wish to volunteer 

at a Farmers’ Market  to promote JCMG. 

What is it? 

Find the answer somewhere 

in this newsletter :) 

Farmers’ Markets 

https://mbgregistration.mobot.org/emc00/EventSearch.htm?mid=4
https://mbgregistration.mobot.org/emc00/EventSearch.htm?mid=4
https://mbgregistration.mobot.org/emc00/EventSearch.htm?mid=4
https://mbgregistration.mobot.org/emc00/EventSearch.htm?mid=4
https://mbgregistration.mobot.org/emc00/EventSearch.htm?mid=4
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It’s A Fall Anemone 

 Flowers close up at night and open back up in 
the morning. 

 The name “anemone” is derived from Greek 
which means “windflower.”    

 Blooms from early spring to late fall depending 
on the species.  

2020 is right around the corner 

Here are the dates for the JFMG meetings in 
2020. Meetings are held the second Tuesday of 
each month at Jefferson College and begin at 

6:30 p.m.  We are actively seeking speakers for 
all six meetings next year. If you have sugges-
tions for outside speakers or if you would like 
to share your expertise on a topic, please con-

tact Linda Klossner, plklossner@gmail.com 

January 14, 2020 

March 10, 2020 

May 12, 2020 

July 14, 2020 

September 8, 2020 

November 10, 2020 

Master Gardeners and Friends Tour Bellefontaine 

 

Jefferson County Master Gardeners and friends toured the Bellefontaine Cemetery and Arboretum and 
its Wildwood Valley Gardens on Saturday, September 14. The tour included both historical and          
horticulture information. Established in 1849, it contains historic buildings, mausoleums, and          
monuments as well as magnificent trees and lovely gardens. Bellefontaine is a Level II Accredited      
Arboretum and is listed in the Morton Register of Arboreta.  See more about its 314-acre arboretum at 
http://bellefontainecemetery.org/destination/horticulture/ 

http://justfunfacts.com/interesting-facts-about-spring/
http://justfunfacts.com/interesting-facts-about-autumn/
mailto:plklossner@gmail.com
http://bellefontainecemetery.org/destination/horticulture/
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SUNRISE SCHOOL GARDEN 

Sunrise School’s journey began in 2015 when the Gifted Program started the 

school garden. It started as a small area around the school flag pole. The     

following year it grew to a small plot in an area next to the school. There was a 

lot of interest coming from students, staff and school families. The following 

year, a bond issue was developed for adding on to the school and funds went 

towards an outdoor classroom space. The area was across the street from the 

school and created a 2 acre garden. It now consists of 9 raised beds, a green 

bean teepee, garden/tool shed, water spigots, compost bins and several 

planted plots. 

Sunrise has families who have volunteered a week of their time over the sum-

mer to help manage the garden and help maintain it for the upcoming school 

year. During the school year, there is a Garden Club that consists of students 

who are eager to learn about gardening and love the hands on aspect. This 

has created a place to develop positive relationships among students, staff, parents, and neighbors. 

Working together creates a sense of community spirit, introduces the benefits of volunteering, and 

teaches the joys of hard work and physical activity.  

Through lessons in the agriculture lab, vegetable garden, herb garden, and outdoor classroom, stu-

dents are learning from the natural world.  We prepare students to make responsible food choices and 

promoting community and environmental stewardship. 

Students plant and care for vegetables, fruits, and herbs through the entire 

process of harvesting, cooking, and eating together. Teachers incorporate 

science, math, and nutrition into their lessons making the cross-curricular 

experience even more valuable. 

The school garden's mission is to improve the health and well-being of stu-

dents, families, and the larger community. If you would like to help in mak-

ing these opportunities happen for Sunrise School students, contact Dan-

ielle Peppers 314-795-3354 or Lillie Porterfield 573-836-0897. 
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October  Gardening Calendar 

-Missouri Botanical Garden- 

The Garden Path                    October 2019 

Ornamental 

 Continue watering, especially evergreens if soils are dry. 

 Nuts or seeds of woody plants usually require exposure to 3 months cold before sprouting. This may be provided by out  

         door planting in fall or "stratifying" in an unsealed bag of damp peat moss placed in the refrigerator.  

 Container grown and B & B trees and shrubs can be planted. Loosen the soil in an area 2 times the diameter of the root  

          ball before planting. Mulch well after watering. 

 Plant spring bulbs among hostas, ferns, daylilies or ground covers. As these plants grow in the spring they will hide the  

          dying bulb foliage. 

 For best bloom later this winter, Christmas cactus, potted azaleas and kalanchoe may be left outdoors until night  

             temperatures drop to about 40 degrees Fahrenheit. 

 Spring bulbs for forcing can be potted up now and stored in a cool, frost-free place until it is time to bring indoors, usually 

          12 to 15 weeks. 

 Cannas and dahlias can be dug when frost nips their foliage. Allow the plants to dry under cover in an airy, frost-free place 

          before storage. 

 Transplant deciduous trees once they have dropped their leaves. 

 Plant tulips now. 

Trees may be fertilized now. This is best done following soil test guidelines. 

Lawn 

 Seeding should be finished by October 15. 

 Broadleaf herbicides can be applied now to control cool-season weeds such as chickweed and dandelion. 

 Continue mowing lawns until growth stops. 

 Keep leaves raked off lawns to prevent smothering grass. 

 Now is a good time to apply lime if soil tests indicate the need. 

Winterize lawn mowers before storage. 

Vegetables 

 Sow cover crops such as winter rye after crops are harvested. 

 Harvest winter squash and pumpkins before frost. For best storage quality, leave an inch or two of stem on each fruit.  

 Dig sweet potatoes before a bad freeze. 

 Gourds should be harvested when their shells become hard or when their color changes from green to brown.  

 A few degrees of frost protection may be gained by covering tender plants with sheets or light-weight fabric row covers. 

 Continue harvesting tender crops before frost. 

The average first frost usually arrives about October 15-20. 

Fruits 

 Store apples in a cool basement in old plastic sacks that have been perforated for good air circulation.  

 Persimmons start to ripen, especially after frost. 

 Monitor fruit plantings for mouse activity and take steps for their control if present. 

 Place wire guards around trunks of young fruit trees for protection against mice and rabbits. 

 Fall color season begins. 
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