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(continued on page 2)  

JCEMG – A Growing and Thriving Chapter in Missouri 

With 25 JCEMG trainees for 2020, we are growing! When you attend 
the bi-monthly meetings of JCEMG, you will hear that we are working 
hard to plan interesting meetings and activities for our members. In our 
2019 survey, it was reported that more members volunteer than attend 
six meetings a year. We hope that in 2020, you will participate in both—
attend meetings AND volunteer.  

You ask: “How may I volunteer?” There are many ways to volunteer! 

Volunteer at an approved site… 

You can see by the list of approved Volunteer Sites on page 6, that 
there is a variety of gardening volunteer opportunities where you can 
serve, learn and possibly help to educate the public about good horti-
cultural practices. Perhaps you will even make some new friends along 
the way.  

Volunteer by sharing your expertise through a presentation… 

In 2019 and 2020, we have focused on building the bi-monthly             
programs on topics based on the membership survey results. If you or a 
gardening colleague you know has a presentation that would be of     
interest to our chapter members, please contact one of the officers. 
One goal is to attract a larger audience at bi-monthly meetings by     
featuring topics of interest. To take it one step further, we have a new 
Educational Program Committee that will be coordinating the            
programs in 2020!  The members of the committee are: Mary Ann 
Gebhardt, Jerry Kemp, and  Joe Corio.  
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(continued on page 3)  

March is a month we can all 
get into. I know…. It is still 
often cold, rainy and down-
right uncomfortable. Howev-
er, sunny days and warm 
breezes start to sneak in. That 
is how we know that SPRING 
IS MARCHING IN! The first day 
of spring is March 19th this 
year. This is when the sun will 
be crossing the celestial equa-
tor moving northward.  

With days getting longer we 
now, see the beginnings of 
daffodils and other early per-
ennials poking their heads out 
of the ground. New leaves are 
unfolding and growing tall. It’s 
the sights and promises we 
have all been waiting for.  

With all of the signs pointing 
to the plants waking up it’s 
time for us to get ready for 
the growing season ahead.  
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Anticipation now turns to plan-
ning and then planting. The soil 
is getting warmer. 

We have all been given another 
year to share the knowledge and 
gardening skills we have with our 
fellow Extension Master Garden-
ers as well as our communities. 

Spring is in the air and time 
marches on. I hope to see you all 
on the parade grounds.  

Linda Klossner, JCEMG 2008 

From the President 

JCEMG MEMBER PROFILE  

If you like to dig in the dirt, you might like to know….Linda Klossner  

Linda Klossner became a Master Gardener in 2006—when classes were 
held at Kress Farm. She began her MG (now EMG) volunteer career at 
Kress where she made many new wonderful gardening friends, many who 
still remain valued friends today. Linda, who became our chapter president 
in 2019 and continues to serve in 2020, also volunteered at Jefferson     
College Hillsboro campus in the rose garden, iris beds and wherever work 
was needed.  

Gardening is in Linda’s DNA. While raised as a “city girl,” she comes from a 
long line of Iowa farmers. As a kid, her favorite thing to do during summer 
vacation was to get up early in the morning and weed her mother’s flower 
beds. “Digging in the dirt has always been in my blood.” 

Today, Linda’s raised bed garden at her home has become her favorite 
place to be. Two major back surgeries put a damper on maintaining her 
vegetable garden, and she says she “needed to improvise.” Several         
livestock feeders and water tanks later it is taking on a life of its own!  

While there is less weeding, raised beds do require more watering. There 
is always a trade-off. It has been a learning curve. Linda is always looking 
for new things to try that make growing things easier and more enjoyable. 

Every year she tries to do or grow something new. Last year she grew pink 
celery for the first time and added a sitting area under an arbor in the   
vegetable garden. This year she will add a small 10X10 green house and 
low tunnels to a couple of the raised beds as season extenders. There is 
always something new to try. 

Linda currently maintains the Facebook page Jefferson County Gardening 
as part of her JCEMG volunteer service. The page format is primarily      
educational covering everything from planting tips to local wild flowers. It 
is also used to make JCEMG announcements. Check it out at https://
www.facebook.com/missourigardeners/  

Find the answer somewhere in this newsletter  

Linda Klossner 

https://www.facebook.com/missourigardeners/
https://www.facebook.com/missourigardeners/
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The JeffCo Extension Office receives requests for volunteers to make presentations, and unfortunate-
ly we do not have enough volunteers to fill a Speakers Bureau Committee. However, Debi Kelly and 
Linda Klossner share these volunteer opportunities with our members at meetings and in emails.  
Please make sure to update your contact information with the Extension Office if anything changes, 
such as your email or home address. If you are interested in helping to form a Speakers Bureau Com-
mittee, please contact Linda Klossner. 

We need you as a volunteer presenter! If you prepare for and make a presentation at one of our meet-
ings, you may record those volunteer hours.  This is one way to rack up your volunteer hours in 2020 
and share your expertise with others. 

To be an Active Master Gardener…. 

See Debi Kelly’s article on page 4 which is a report on volunteer hours for 2019. To qualify as an active 
Extension Master Gardener in our chapter, we require 20 hours of volunteerism and 6 hours of contin-
uing education in horticulture per year. We hope you will STAY ACTIVE in 2020! 

Come Volunteer at the Northwest Sports Complex Park in House 
Springs 

Excitement is building around the Northwest Sports Complex Park on Byrnesville Road in House 
Springs that has recently been approved as a JCEMG volunteer site!  Ann Lakin said she is honored 
to be the Horticulture Volunteer Point Person for Tim Pigg, Parks and Recreation Director for 
Jefferson County, for this park.   

The park has many assets such as a woodland area with a walking path, track, pond, pavilion,     
ballfields, playground, skate area and more.  Yet, this hidden gem is not thriving with pollinators, 
an array of biodiversity and wildlife.  With the help from volunteers we can increase public      
attention and education of biodiversity including what most people can relate to, beautification 
and pollinators.  Ann said that she and her sister Debbie Fritts assembled a core group of             
horticulturist volunteers in 2019 to do some foundational groundwork including a Bush               
Honeysuckle Removal Day and a prescribed burn in the woodland area.  The vision is to continue to 
remove invasive species, plant keystone genera, plant specialists for pollinators, select plants to 
support the pond for reptiles and wildlife, add a pollinator garden all the while adding beauty to 
this well-used park.   

A Volunteer Spring Planting Day is planned for Sunday, April 19th.   Depending on plant           
availability, Ann and her volunteers will plant in the woodland and pond areas.  The date to plant 
the pollinator garden is not solidified, but the goal is to have it installed during the 2020 growing 
season.  Exact location, equipment, plants and available volunteers will help determine date(s) as 
this may need to be accomplished in stages.  If you are interested in volunteering in this park 
please contact EMG Ann Lakin at lakolako@swbell.net.  Thank you! 

mailto:lakolako@swbell.net
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MARCH 

 

14 – Fort de Chartres Jardin Potager, Fifth Annual Seed Swap, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  https://www.fdcjardin.com/2020/01/26/

fort-de-chartres-jardin-potager-5th-annual-heirloom-seed-swap/  

  

10 - JCMG Bimonthly Meeting, Viking Room, Hillsboro, MO.  Native Plants will be the topic, 6:30 p.m. 

 

14 – Sustainable Garden & Kitchen Seminar, Creve Coeur, MO.  Flyer on page  7. https://extension2.missouri.edu/events/

sustainable-kitchen-and-garden-seminar 

 

20 – Native by Design: Nature at Your Doorstep, Edwardsville, IL.  See page 5 with details. 

21 – 96th Annual Soils & Crops Conference, Grandview High School, Hillsboro MO.  Doors open at 4 pm, dinner at 6 pm.  

$10/person before March 16, $15/person after March 16. Call 636-797-5391. 

Calendar of Events 

Master Gardener Coordinator Update 

The Extension Master Gardener Program would not be as successful as it is without its volunteers.  The  
Jefferson County Extension Master Gardener out-does itself every year with the total number of volunteer 
hours it contributes to the benefit of Jefferson County.  Each year the Chapter acknowledges its volunteers 
who have given so much of their time and energy in the name of the Jefferson County Extension Master    
Gardener Program.  

In 2019, the JCEMG Chapter volunteered a total of 12,837 hours!  That is a total of $326,445 worth of      
volunteer dollars according to the Independent Sector (https://independentsector.org/news-post/new-value-
volunteer-time-2019/). 

The first time a JCEMG volunteers 100+ hours in one year, they receive a JCEMG baseball cap.  Each year   
afterwards that a JCEMG volunteers 100+ hours in one year, they receive a star that can be placed on their 
baseball cap. 

Twenty-six individuals contributed over 100+ hours in 2019!  Be sure to attend the March 10 JCEMG     
Chapter Bimonthly Meeting to recognize your fellow volunteer colleagues in receiving their baseball cap or 
star.  Congratulations and Thank You! 

Here’s to Spring coming soon.  Happy Gardening! 

https://www.fdcjardin.com/2020/01/26/fort-de-chartres-jardin-potager-5th-annual-heirloom-seed-swap/
https://www.fdcjardin.com/2020/01/26/fort-de-chartres-jardin-potager-5th-annual-heirloom-seed-swap/
https://extension2.missouri.edu/events/sustainable-kitchen-and-garden-seminar
https://extension2.missouri.edu/events/sustainable-kitchen-and-garden-seminar
https://independentsector.org/news-post/new-value-volunteer-time-2019/
https://independentsector.org/news-post/new-value-volunteer-time-2019/
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 Web Links: 

Garden Spade 

Jefferson County 

Master Gardeners  

State Master Gardeners 

Kress Garden Newsletter 

 

I’m Industrial Hemp! 

Did you know . . . 
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 Kentucky and Missouri were the top       
industrial hemp producers from the 1850s 
to the 1870s. 

 Difference between hemp and marijuana 
is the presence of tetrahydrocannabinol, 
or THC. 

 Considered industrial hemp, the plant may 
not contain more than .3% THC levels. 

 Products include fiber, seed for food and 
oils. 

Native by Design: Nature at your Doorstep – A SW Illinois Grow Native! Event 
 
This native landscaping workshop at the Lewis and Clark Community College in Edwardsville, IL will 
provide information to home gardeners; landowners; landscape, land care, and wildlife professionals; 
storm water engineers; and other related professionals. The workshop will be held Friday, March 20 
from 7:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. A breakfast buffet will be provided, and exhibitors will display infor-
mation as well. 
 

Who should attend?: Home gardeners and other landscape enthusiasts, wildlife habitat profession-
als, landscape contractors, land care professionals, growers, garden centers, forest managers, arbor-
ists, landscape architects and designers, engineers, sustainability managers, green building profes-
sionals, Master Naturalists, and Master Gardeners. 
 
Cost: 
$30 Regular Admission 
$20 Students 
Includes breakfast 

 
We're here to help! Email outreach@moprairie.org or call 888-843-6739. 

http://extension.missouri.edu/stegenevieve/documents/Garden%20Spade%20November%202015.pdf
http://extension.missouri.edu/jefferson/MG.aspx
http://extension.missouri.edu/jefferson/MG.aspx
http://mg.missouri.edu/
http://extension.missouri.edu/jefferson/Monthlyinformationletter.aspx
https://www.moprairie.org/GrowNative/GrowNative/GN_Events/outreach@moprairie.org
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Volunteer Site Site Location EMG Site Leader Volunteer Day 

911 Memorial Garden Arnold Rec Plex Gaye Counts/Jan Crutchley 

Gaye – 636-212-5733 

Jan 636-464-7646 

gayecounts@yahoo.com 

Contact Gaye or Jan for work-
days 

Fort de Chartres Kitchen 
Garden 

1350 IL-155, Prairie Du 
Rocher, IL 62277 

Carol Kunz 

636-677-5515 

kuntzcarol@ymail.com 

2nd Friday of the month 

Jefferson Barracks 2900 Sheridan Rd, St. 
Louis, MO 6325, Bldg 53 

Dorothy Schuette 

636-212-1671 

 

3rd Saturday of the month 

Jefferson College 100 Viking Dr, Hillsboro 
MO 63050 

Ron Patrick 

636-944-3595 

ronjanpatrick@gmail.com 

Every Wednesday morning 

Kramer & Hand           
Community Garden 

428 Vreeland Rd. 

Hillsboro, MO 63050 

Liz Miller/Karen Long 

Liz 314-607-2890 

Karen 314-686-8566 

karen.s.long@gmail.com 

2nd Saturday of the month 

Kress Farm 5137 Glad Chapel Rd. 
Hillsboro MO 63050 

Joe Corio 

314-307-0039 

josephcorio@gmail.com 

Monday - Wednesday 9:00 am 
to 3 pm; Thursdays 9 am to 
Noon and 4th Saturday of the 
month 

Northwest Sports     
Complex Park 

4900 Byrnesville Road 

House Springs, MO 
63051 

Ann Lakin 

314 605-5052 

lakolako@swbell.net 

Contact Ann 

Pony Bird #1 Pony Bird Lane, Ma-
paville MO 63065 

Judy Price 

314-650-9705 

judithprice@rocketmail.com 

Every Tuesday of the month – 
start time at 8 am (summer) 

Sunrise School Outdoor 
Classroom 

4485 Sunrise School Rd, 
DeSoto MO 63020 

Lillie Porterfield 

lillieporterfield@gmail.com 

Contact Lillie 

mailto:gayecounts@yahoo.com
mailto:kuntzcarol@ymail.com
mailto:ronjanpatrick@gmail.com
mailto:karen.s.long@gmail.com
mailto:josephcorio@gmail.com
mailto:lakolako@swbell.net
mailto:judithprice@rocketmail.com
mailto:lillieporterfield@gmail.com
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 Gardening Tips for March 
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Vegetables 
 Fertilize the garden as the soil is being prepared for planting. Unless di-

rected otherwise by a soil test, 1-2 pounds of 12-12-12 or an equivalent  
fertilizer per 100 square feet is usually sufficient. 

 Cultivate weeds and remove old, dead stalks of last years’ growth from the 
asparagus bed before new spears emerge. 

 Asparagus and rhubarb roots should be planted as soon as the ground can 
be worked. 

 Plant peas, lettuce, radishes, mustard greens, turnips, Irish potatoes, spinach, and onions (seeds and 
sets) outdoors. 

 Plant beets, carrots, parsley, and parsnip seeds outdoors. Set out broccoli, cabbage, Brussels 
sprouts, Chinese cabbage, and cauliflower transplants into the garden. 

 Start seeds of tomatoes, peppers, and eggplants indoors. 

 

Ornamentals 
 To control Iris borer, clean up and destroy old foliage before new growth begins. 
 Fertilize bulbs with a “bulb booster” formulation broadcast over the planting beds. 
 Loosen winter mulches from perennials cautiously. 
 Dormant mail order plants should be unwrapped immediately. Keep roots from drying out. 
 Seeds of hardy annuals such as larkspur, bachelor’s buttons, Shirley and California poppies should be 

direct sown in the garden now. 
 Heavy pruning of trees should be complete before growth occurs. Trees should not be pruned while 

the new leaves are growing. 
 Summer and fall blooming perennials should be divided in spring. 
 Apply sulfur to the soils around acid-loving plants such as Azaleas, Rhododendrons, Hollies, and Dog-

woods. Use a granular formulation at the rate of ½ pound per 100 square feet. 
 Apply a fertilizer such as 6-12-12 to perennial beds when new growth appears. 
 Ornamental grasses should be cut to the ground as new growth begins. 
 Gradually start to pull back mulch from rose bushes. 

 

Fruits 
 Gradually remove mulch from strawberries as the weather warms. 
 Continue pruning grapes. Bleeding causes no injury to the vines. 
 Continue pruning apple trees. Burn or destroy prunings to minimize insect or disease occurrence. 
 Apply dormant oil sprays on a dry day when freezing temperatures are not expected. 
 Aphids begin to hatch on fruit trees as the buds begin to open. 
 Peaches and nectarines should be pruned just before they bloom. 

 

Lawn and Turf: 
 Mow lawns low to remove old growth before new growth begins. 
 Apply controls for wild garlic. It will take several years of annual applications for complete control. 
 Thin spots and bare patches in the lawn can be over-seeded now. 

 
-Missouri Botanical Garden- 


