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(continued on page 2)  

Hello Master Gardeners! 

I recently requested some sta-
tistics from our Extension 
Office in order to prepare a 
newspaper article for the new 
Master Gardener Classes in 
2020. We are hoping to inform 
both potential  students and 
the general public as to the 
important contribution Master 
Gardeners make to our com-
munities.  

 

You are an impressive group! 
The contributions you make as 
Master Gardeners are substan-
tial. The hours of service you 
so generously give do have a 
dollar value. Totals are based 
on the current independent 
sector figure of $24.29 an 
hour. 

 

Volunteerism…...  

Maintaining your MG status through service to your community 

Each year, the Jefferson County Master Gardeners recognizes each 
active Master Gardener for his or her dedication to our program. But 
before that can be done, each MG has to record hours of service or 
education. Please record your hours online at https://
report.missourimastergardener.com/mg-home or contact Debi Kelly 
at the Extension Office BEFORE December 31. 

We all know that the minimum number of hours for keeping the MG 
status in our county (after your first year which certifies you as a MG) 
is 20. We also know that we all need at least 6 hours of Extension 
Office approved continuing education each year. What many new 
MGs may not know is that there are different levels of recognition for 
service. 

CENTURY CLUB:  Once a Jefferson County Master Gardener achieves 
100 volunteer hours in one calendar year and has reported them by 
the end of the year, you receive a Century Club hat which                  
distinguishes you from those of us who volunteer 99 hours or less! 

After you earn your Century Club cap, you may earn a “Star” pin for 
each year if you volunteer 100+ hours.  

There are three important numbers on the MG reporting website:  
https://report.missourimastergardener.com/mg-home:  Volunteer, 
Education and Total.  Whether or not you are a member of the      
Century Club, we hope you will aspire each year to accumulate more 
hours of service than the year before in the volunteer role you enjoy 

(continued on page 2)  

            December 2019  

Happy holidays to all! 

https://report.missourimastergardener.com/mg-home
https://report.missourimastergardener.com/mg-home
https://report.missourimastergardener.com/mg-home
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most. 

When you log on to the website above for the first time in 
2019, you will be asked to agree to the terms and sign the vol-
unteer form for the MU Extension Volunteer Code of Conduct.  

Happy Volunteering! 
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From the President ... 

(continued from page 1)  

In 2018, fifty three JCMG reported 10,024 
hours worth $247,492.56. Those that did 
not report hours are not included in this 
number. There is no question that this is 
an undervalued total.  
 
Since 2012 JCMG reported a total of 
70,737 hours with a dollar value of 
$1,579,200.00. Again, this is an under val-
ued number based on the knowledge that 
there were unreported hours.  
 
Statistics are not usually my thing. Howev-
er, these numbers do show what an im-
pact all of you make on your communities. 
Keep up the good work and thank you for 
all that you do. 
 
Linda Klossner (MG 2008) 
 

 
 

Master Gardener Coordinator Update 

Hello Master Gardeners.  This time of the year always makes me smile.  The Holidays are always a special time 
but nowadays it means my boys will be traveling home to spend a few days with me. 

Thank you to the Volunteer Site Leaders who have submitted your first annual report for your site.  It was great 
reading all of your reports.  What a fabulous group of volunteers you all are!  I have included those reports in 
this issue of The Garden Path so everyone can see all the fabulous work you have done.  IF you have not turned 
in your annual report, please do so no later than Dec 10th if at all possible. 

I want you all to know you have been recognized by other Master Gardener Coordinators for your Volunteer 
Site applications and reports.  I have been asked to do a presentation in the beginning of December to the other 
Master Gardener Coordinators in the state of what a great job this Chapter has achieved this year.  You should 
all be proud.  You are leading the state with your reporting! 

REMEMBER to log your volunteer hours.  So far we have logged a total of 5,149 hours.  Looking at the list I know 
many of you have not logged your hours yet.  PLEASE let me know how I can be of assistance to you to get your 
hours logged.  Last year the Jefferson County Master Gardeners recorded a total of 10,017 hours.  What a great 
achievement that is! 

Happy Holidays! 
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JANUARY 2020 

 
9 - Native Plant School: Top Performing Small Flowering Trees, Shrubs and Vines, Shaw Nature Preserve.  
Call (314) 577-9555 
 
14 – JCMG Bimonthly Meeting, Viking Room, Hillsboro, MO. 
 

FEBRUARY 2020 
 
13 - Native Plant School: Greenhouse Propagation of Native Plants, Shaw Nature Reserve.  Call (314) 577-
9555 
 
29—Dig In Symposium, St. Charles, MO.  Call 636-970-3000  
 

MARCH 2020 
 
7 – Parkland Gardening Symposium, Mineral Area College, Farmington, MO. 
 
10 - JCMG Bimonthly Meeting, Viking Room, Hillsboro, MO. 
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What is it? 

Find the answer somewhere 

in this newsletter :) 

2020 is right around the corner 

Here are the dates for the JCMG meetings in 
2020. Meetings are held the second Tuesday of 
each month at Jefferson College and begin at 

6:30 p.m.  We are actively seeking speakers for 
all six meetings next year. If you have sugges-
tions for outside speakers or if you would like 
to share your expertise on a topic, please con-

tact Linda Klossner, plklossner@gmail.com 

January 14, 2020 

March 10, 2020 

May 12, 2020 

July 14, 2020 

September 8, 2020 

November 10, 2020 

mailto:plklossner@gmail.com
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It’s Buckwheat! 

 

Buckwheat is: 

 short-season cover crop. 

 establishes, blooms and reaches maturity in just 
60 to 70 days 

 residue breaks down quickly releasing nutrients 
to the next crop.  

 suppresses weeds and attracts beneficial insects 
and pollinators with its abundant blossoms.  

 related to sorrel and rhubarb.  

 

BY THE GARDEN GATE by Paula McBurnett, MG 

The American Gardener – a wealth of gardening knowledge 

Years ago, I heard about the magazine, The American Gardener. I looked for it in 
bookstores and everywhere that gardening magazines were sold but couldn’t find it. 
I finally traced it to the American Horticulture Society (AHS) https://
www.ahsgardening.org/. After decades of reading so many gardening-focused maga-
zines that contained hundreds of ads, I was excited to join AHS, a trusted source of 
high quality gardening and horticultural information, and receive this magazine six 
times a year. It really is a wealth of gardening knowledge at your fingertips no matter 
what your gardening zone may be. https://www.ahsgardening.org/gardening-
resources/gardening-publications It is a full-color magazine with articles and features 
submitted by gardeners on myriads of horticultural topics.  

Master Gardeners are life-long learners, and I recommend this organization and its publication as one you 
should subscribe to year after year. Lowest level of membership is $35/year which includes The American Gar-
dener. You also receive special admission discounts and privileges at over 320 gardens throughout North Ameri-
ca, as well as discounts on seeds and gardening books. If you love to travel, they offer a wide variety of garden-
ing programs and expeditions every year in several different countries and led by experts. Check it out for 2020! 

https://www.ahsgardening.org/
https://www.ahsgardening.org/
https://www.ahsgardening.org/gardening-resources/gardening-publications
https://www.ahsgardening.org/gardening-resources/gardening-publications
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Site Report: 911 Memorial Garden 

The 911 Memorial Garden at the Arnold Rec Plex be-

gan with a beautiful show of tulips. Summer plantings 

were established: roses, coreopsis, rubeckia, pentas, 

blue salvia, marigolds. Large pots of cannas, petunias, 

verbena, lantana were planted to attract butterflies 

and bees also.  

We worked mainly in the morning about twice a 

week to maintain. Contacts were usually 1 to 2 peo-

ple each workday. We did share growing tips with 

other gardeners who stopped by. Rec Plex personnel 

were educated on the care of the garden too. Several 

veterans stopped to admire the garden and told us 

they appreciated our work here. 

Garden was prepared for fall and the 911 Ceremony 

with mums. We have a red, white, and blue theme as 

well with the summer plantings. We just finished a 

fall plant of 200 red tulips for spring 2020. There are 

benches in the garden so many people just like to 

come sit and enjoy the flowers. Another Master Gar-

dener joined us this year and we appreciated the 

help. 

Gaye Counts (MG 2010) 

Jan Crutchley (MG 2010) 

Karen Kiser (MG 2012) 

Site Report: Jefferson Barracks Building 53 

Jefferson County Master Gardeners volunteer weekly 

in the gardens at Jefferson Barracks Veterans Hospital 

Building 53.  During the growing season, we prepare 

the gardens for growing, plant, maintain during the 

summer and then put the beds to sleep for the win-

ter. 

Throughout the year, veteran patients who are recu-

perating come out to see what we are doing.  This 

summer 8 veterans came on a regular basis to assist 

us in the garden.  They use this as an opportunity to 

learn how to grow.  However, more importantly they 

work in conjunction with their physical therapist who 

provides them with specific exercises used while gar-

dening for their physical therapy treatments. 

Dorothy Schuette (MG 2004) 

 

Site Report: Jefferson College 

For 2019 there were eight Master Gardeners main-

taining the main flagpole area and at least ten other 

flowerbeds plus pots of flowers at Jefferson College.  

This includes planning, planting, weeding, and water-

ing all of these beds and pots on at least a weekly 

basis from the beginning of April through the end of 

October.  Almost weekly, we get questions from staff 

and students about gardening and we gladly share 

our knowledge and sometimes even share our seeds 

and plants. 

Virginia Korenak (MG 2012) for Ron Patrick 

Please Remember to Log 

Your Volunteer Hours 
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Site Report: Fort de Chartres Heritage Garden 

In 2019, the Fort de Chartres Heritage Garden, an 

heirloom French Colonial demonstration kitchen gar-

den located at Fort de Chartres State Historic Site, 

welcomed visitors as they learned about the region’s 

French Colonial history through its historic food ways.  

The 2nd Friday of each month is a garden workday 

with 2-5 MGs volunteering for 2-3 hours planting 

heirloom seeds, weeding raised garden beds or work-

ing with the heritage fruit trees and shrubs contained 

in this demonstration garden. 

While gardening, we Master Gardeners share the re-

gion’s colonial garden history and historic garden 

techniques with anywhere from 8-15 individuals each 

monthly garden work day as visitors stop and chat 

with us about the plants, their history, and how to 

maintain them.  

We offered 3 heritage garden events at the site and 

in the garden where 30-40 of individuals attended the 

Fort de Chartres Heritage Garden annual seed ex-

change event and Fort de Chartres Jardin Potager 

(Kitchen Garden) Heirloom Produce Saturday events 

learning about native fruits and berries and fruit 

shrub making.  

This year, one of the highlights, at our annual seed 

exchange was the attendance of Jefferson County 

chapter members from Kress Farm who brought na-

tive seed samples to share with the general public  

and other gardeners at the Fort de Chartres Heritage 

Garden annual free seed exchange. Their contribu-

tions added to the many heirloom seed varieties that 

are gathered from the Fort’s garden and are offered 

to the public at this event as a way to encourage the 

planting heirloom vegetables, herbs, fruits, and flow-

ers, in modern gardens. This heritage garden event 

gives individuals and families an opportunity to plant 

seeds of heirloom plant varieties in their home gar-

dens, exploring our region’s colonial history through 

its food ways. 

Carol Kuntz (MG 2013) 

 

Site Report: “Jefferson County Gardening” Facebook 

Page 

This Facebook page was created to inform, educate, 

and inspire gardeners in Jefferson County Missouri.  It 

also is an introduction to our Missouri Master Gar-

dener programs to the general gardening community 

in Jefferson County. 

I purposely chose not to incorporate the name Mas-

ter Gardener in the naming of this page. The idea was 

to capture the interest of gardeners in general first. 

Once involved in the page it was easy to add our Mas-

ter Gardener programs to the mix.  

The page has been well received. The information 

provided has run the gamut of my personal experi-

ence as a gardener, topics of current interest in the 

gardening community, answering reader questions, 

and presenting Master Gardener opportunities and 

information. The page has covered everything from 

wild flowers, pest information, locations of local 

farmers’ markets and much more.  

Facebook is an outstanding format to reach people 

(continued next column)  (continued next page)  
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with the same interests. Because of the feedback Fa-

cebook administrators provide it is easy to track how 

many people are being reached and what they prefer 

to see and learn more about.  

To date this page has 130 regular followers. The num-

ber of people reached by each posting averages be-

tween 50 to 60 individuals. On a daily basis, these 

numbers may vary. However, the single highest 

viewed post scored 175 viewers in one day. This page 

has made contact with a verifiable 4,392 viewers in 

the last 10 months.  There has never been a posting 

in Jefferson County Gardening that did not register 

responders. 

Sonya Skaggs enrolled in the 2019 Master Gardener 

class, is a direct result of seeing the information on 

the class in Jefferson County Gardening. Interest and 

the number of followers continue to grow.  

This form of outreach is of value to both the general 

public as well as growing our Master Gardener pro-

gram. 

Linda Klossner (MG 2008) 

 

Site Report: 2019 Kress Farm Garden Preserve 

We have been hard at work and had a successful year 

in 2019.  Our accomplishments include: 

Our speaking engagements at the Cape Girardeau 

Conservation Nature Center, Perry County Master 

Gardeners Symposium and the Mineral Area Garden 

Symposium have centered on spreading the word 

about Kress Farm and demonstrating how we propa-

gate native plants from seeds we have collected.  As a 

result, we have provided much information and an-

swered many questions from several hundred-

symposium attendees about our process.  

We have speakers at our monthly meetings on a vari-

ety of relevant topics.  The speaker is advertised in 

the local newspaper and the public is invited to 

attend.  Our speakers for 2019 have been Dave Ko-

renak, "Home Lawn Equipment Maintenance"; Chad 

Follis, "Weeds Everywhere"; Paul Breitenstein, "A 

Journey in Stewardship"; Judy Jung, "A Possum Tale"; 

Jennifer Behnkien, "Tree Identification"; Jamie Koeh-

ler, "Garden Remedies"; Betty Struckhoff, "Shade 

Gardening With Native Plants"; Mark Glenshaw, 

"How to Find An Owl in Your Neighborhood"; and 

Karen Kowal, "Chokeberries".  It is not unusual to 

have two or three individuals visit us to hear the 

speaker and learn new and different aspects of gar-

dening or learn about wildlife.  By far, our most popu-

lar topic every year has to do with plants used as 

remedies.  Our usual attendance at our meetings is 25

-30 but we had a turnout of over 35 visitors on the 

Sunday when the topic was "Garden Remedies".  

We have great interaction with members of the com-

munity at the Farmers’ Market.  It is an opportunity 

to provide nutritious, farm fresh produce and herbs, 

fresh baked goods and homemade jams and jellies to 

the community.  We have developed loyal customers 

who constantly return for their favorite items.  Visi-

tors also have an opportunity to sample foods that 

they might never have tried. 

We were pleased to have a visit from the Webster 

Groves Nature Study Society recently.  The visitors 

(continued next column)  (continued next page)  
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Just Google it! 

Here are some important web links that, as a Master Gardener in Jefferson County, you can book mark as quick 
references. There is lots of good information here! 

 

Jefferson County Extension Office:  http://extension2.missouri.edu/jefferson 

https://www.facebook.com/MUExtJeffersonCo/  

 

Jefferson County Gardening:  https://www.facebook.com/missourigardeners/ 

 

Kress Farm Garden Preserve:  https://www.kressfarm.org/ 

https://www.facebook.com/Kress.Farm  
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broke up into individual groups, depending on their 

areas of interest, and studied the many aspects of 

what makes Kress Farm what it is ….. right down to 

the many different types of moss found at the 

farm.  We were also visited by the Parkland Master 

Gardeners in June to learn about all of our activities 

and in September the Wild Ones Southeast Chapter 

visited to learn about our propagation methods and 

field conversion efforts.   

Speaking of field conversion, our conservation efforts 

continued with maintenance of the 6 acres we seed-

ed for quail habitat in a cost-share program with the 

Missouri Department of Conservation.  

Of course, our plant sale in May encourages several 

hundred customers to plant our native plants for pol-

linators and other beneficial insects.  It is also a 

teaching opportunity for us to answer gardening 

questions and encourage people to garden and grow 

their own food. This year we had approximately 3,000 

plants for sale and sold about 2,000.  We had many 

great helpers at the sale and about 35 of them were 

Master Gardeners.   

And … what would we do without our compost!  We 

have seven different composting systems in place at 

Kress Farm.  Besides being a great teaching/learning 

tool, we produce 35-50 yards of compost a year to 

use at the farm.  

As a result of our community outreach, we were 

pleased to be asked to share a booth with the Wild 

Ones Southeast Chapter at the Arcadia Valley Moun-

tain Music Festival in Ironton, Missouri.  The Wild 

Ones requested that we bring native plants that we 

propagated to sell there because none of the nurse-

ries in the area sell native plants!   

Jo Ferguson (MG 2006) 

http://extension2.missouri.edu/jefferson
https://www.facebook.com/MUExtJeffersonCo/
https://www.facebook.com/missourigardeners/
https://www.kressfarm.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Kress.Farm
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December Gardening Calendar 

-Missouri Botanical Garden- 
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Houseplants 

 Water houseplants with tepid water. Cold tap water may shock plants.  

 Be sure newly purchased indoor plants are well protected for the trip home.  

Exposure to icy temperatures for even a few moments may cause injury.  

 Overwintering geraniums like bright light and cool temperatures. Keep soils 

on the dry side.  

 On cold nights, move houseplants back from icy windows to prevent chilling 

injury.  

 Hairspray works well to keep seed heads and dried flowers intact on wreaths and arrangements.  

 If you plan to have a live Christmas tree, dig the planting hole before the ground freezes. Mulch and 

cover the backfill soil and the planting hole to keep them dry and unfrozen. When you get the tree, 

store it outdoors in a cool, shady, windless area until the last minute and mulch the roots to prevent 

cold injury. Don't allow the tree's roots to become dry and spray the needles with an anti -transpirant to 

reduce moisture loss. Set the tree up in your coolest room. Don't keep the tree indoors for more than 

one week and plant outdoors promptly.  

 Be sure the root zones of azaleas and rhododendrons are thoroughly mulched. Any organic material 

will do, but mulches made from oak leaves, shredded oak bark, or pine needles are preferred.  

 Holiday poinsettia plants do best with sun for at least half the day and night temperatures in the 50's or 

60's. Keep plants away from drafts, registers and radiators and let the soil dry only slightly between 

thorough watering. Be sure to punch holes in decorative foil wraps to prevent soggy soil conditions.  

 Christmas trees hold needles longer if you make a clean, fresh cut at the base and always keep the 

trunk standing in water.  

 Only female holly trees bear the colorful berries. There must be a male tree growing nearby for pollina-

tion, if fruits are desired.  

 Hollies may be trimmed now and the prunings used in holiday decorations.  

Miscellaneous 

 Apply mulches to bulbs, perennials and other small plants once the ground freezes.  

 All power equipment should be winterized before storage. Change the oil and lubricate moving parts. 

Either drain fuel systems or mix a gas stabilizing additive into the tank.  

 Clean and oil all garden hand tools before storing for winter.  

 If you feed rabbits corn or alfalfa, they may leave fruit tree bark unharmed.  
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JCMG Volunteer Site Locations 


