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Who we are

Faculty and staff Council members

County commissioners

Housed in Hickory County:

Terry Halleran

Field Specialist in Agronomy

Sarah Boyer

Nutrition Program Associate/Youth Program Associate

Jocelyn Wheeler

Office Manager

Serving Hickory County:

Allison Gunter 

Extension & Engagement Specialist

Ashley Allen-Brown

Field Specialist in Regional Economic Development

Ramon Arancibia

Field Specialist in Horticulture

Kyleigh Brown

Field Specialist in Human Development

Velynda Cameron

Field Specialist in 4-H Youth Development

Joni Harper

Field Specialist in Natural Resources

Mitchell Moon

Field Specialist in Labor & Workforce Development

Gene Schmitz

Field Specialist in Livestock

Wesley Tucker

Field Specialist in Agricultural Business

Hannah Whittaker

Field Specialist in Nutrition & Health

Kelly Asbury

Emily Westermier

(Missouri Small Business Development Center at State 

Fair Community College)

Business Development

Victoria Hurt-Grosen, Chairman

Kimberly Lake, Vice-Chairman & Regional Rep.

Neili Hammer, Secretary

Don Koenig, Treasurer

Kurtis Brown, Regional Rep.

Lori Gist, Member

Linda Peppers, Member

Michelle Turner, Member

James Hahs, City Rep.

Rick Pearson, Commission Rep.

Chris Kerr, Farm Bureau Rep.

Colton Whitney, ECYL

Robert Sawyer, Presiding Commissioner

Rick Pearson, West-Side Commissioner

Robert Breshears, East-Side Commissioner



Return on investment

Budget and more

Appropriations budget

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.

Local Support

Income

County Appropriations $41468.80

Transfer from Carryover $116.29

Total Income $41,585.09

Expenses

Salaries/Benefits $35,458.80

Travel $2,221.67

Telephone $305.13

Office Supplies/Service $920.08

Insurance $2427.41

Postage $252.00

Total Expenses $41,585.09

Hickory County Commission

Hickory County Health Department

Hickory County Farmers Market

Hickory County Soil & Water Conservation District

Farm Service Agency

McCarty Senior Center

Hickory County Library

City of Hermitage

City of Weaubleau

Hickory Estates

Hermitage School District

Skyline School District

Weaubleau School District

Wheatland School District

University System 100,000

Donations 14,000

Program Revenue 4,087

Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government. Federal and state money, 

through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, training costs, computers and 

communication equipment. County funds support the local office, secretarial and youth assistant salaries, staff 

mileage and council expenses.

The Hickory County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to express our appreciation to the Hickory 

County Commissioners for their continued support of extension programs.

Did you know you can donate directly to Hickory County Extension with a gift to 

be used immediately or as an endowment contribution for long term efforts. 

Monies put into the endowment are left forever to earn interest with the county 

office benefiting each year. You can also direct your donation to a specific 

program such as 4-H or Master Gardeners.

(name of county) County partners
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2023 Annual Report Information

Wm Terry Halleran, MU Extension Agronomy Specialist

Another year has come and gone.  In the area of agronomy, for MU Extension, the topic has been all about the 

drought.  Pastures running short if not out, hay production 1/2 to 2/3 at best, stocking rates, culling cows, cutting dry 

land corn for silage as it did not make, nitrates/nitrate poising, buying overpriced hay, where can I get hay, shipping 

cost, alternative feed sources, planting something that will grow in a drought because we need something, etc.   The 

list goes on and on. The Drought was and still is a major concern as we go int the next year.

To address these and other issues the following offering were made in the counties I serve. Dallas, Hickory, 

Camden, Polk and Laclede. Even if all were not taught specifically in your county, they were made available in 

surrounding counties and available to all.  Courses were even taught by zoom for those who wished to attend that 

way.

Courses/ teaching opportunities offered throughout the year: (in Person or by Zoom):

1/9 Understanding Your Hay Crop and How to Use it for Maximum Potential  (Zoom)

1/31 PPAT Hickory County

2/9 PPAT Hickory County (Zoom)

2/23 Buffalo Middle School Career Day Activity Dallas County

3/7 Christian County Livestock and Forage Conference (Speaking on Assessing & Rebuilding Pastures 

Following Drought)

3/18 Hives for Heroes Program      Mt Vernon (cut out and built swarm boxes with veterans)

4/20 Rebuilding your Pastures and Hay Fields after the Drought 2022   (Zoom)

5/8-10 Hickory County Grazing School (Cancelled due to low enrollment)

5/30 Cool Season and Warm Season Forage Options (Zoom)

6/13-15 Camdenton Grazing School (Speaker) Camden County

6/20 – 22 Clever Grazing School (Speaker)

7/24 PPAT Training for Statewide HS Agricultural Educators at the yearly MVATA Conference in 

Springfield, MO 

8/29 All Hay is not Created Equal (Zoom)

9/12-14 Greenfield Grazing School

9/21 Annual SW Center FFA Career Exploration Day   Mt. Vernon

10/6 MU Extension Booth at Farmfest Springfield, MO 

10/16               Fall and Winter Drought Plans for Feeding

10/13 Mid Mo Bank and Mid MO Stockyards Youth Ag Day (Group Leader)

11/17 FFA Pork Producers Public Speaking Contest (District Judge) Aurora, Mo

Several articles were written and/or released in my countries, as needed, to address the current issues at hand. 

Many were released through the local extension offices internet and public communication systems. 

Articles published and or sent out throughout the year:

1/6 Just What Kind of Hay Did You Buy This Year?

4/10 Is Bee Keeping For you?

6/12 Forage Livestock Town Hall Videos DROUGHT ISSUES

7/7 Be Careful What You Feed Your Cattle.

7/19 Timely Pasture Renovation Tips

7/20 Water as a Resource.

8/2 Seeding for Annual Pasture Within a Perennial Pasture

11/15 Broomesedge is not a quality grass for cattle.

4/5 – 9/27 Troublesome Pasture Plants of the Week Articles  (26 articles in all)

Along with the classes listed above Farm Visits were made in every county I serve.  They included Hay and Forage 

testing, Pasture Evaluations, Soil Testing, etc.  Most all soil test handled in my counties come across my desk for 

evaluation and recommendation. Hopefully I have helped those in need of soil health concerns.

In addition, the Annual Hickory County Bus Tour, August 7-10, was taken with several from my countries in 

attendance. 



SNAP-Ed Public Value Statement 2023 

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Education (SNAP-Education or SNAP-Ed) 

brought $10,874,798 in federal funds to Missouri.  During FY2023, Missouri’s SNAP-Ed 

program reached over 78,000 Missourians through direct classroom education.   Each 

person participated in an average of 6 hours of education totaling over 15,000 hours.  In 

addition, an additional 760,135 persons participated in indirect education.   Direct and 

indirect education resulted in over 1.8 million total contacts with Missourians.  

A total of 48 participants were from Hickory County.  

Participants in SNAP-Ed learn the importance of making healthier meals and snack choices, 

eating breakfast more often, are more willing to try new foods, increase their physical 

activity, and make healthier food choices.  Those who practice healthy eating and are 

physically active are more likely to contribute to a healthy labor force and enjoy a high 

quality of life throughout the lifespan. 

This vital programming effort also reduces healthcare costs over the participant’s lifetime, 

saving taxpayer money in reduced public healthcare benefits and insurance premiums.  

EFNEP Public Value Statement 2023

The Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program (EFNEP) brought $1,626,730 federal 

funds to Missouri.  These funds were used to enroll 526 limited-resource families in 

nutrition education and meal preparation classes, representing 1,926 family members. 

Additionally, 1,980 youth were enrolled in EFNEP classes. 

5 of these youth and adult participants reside in Hickory County.  

Participants in EFNEP learn the importance of making healthier meals and snack choices, 

eating breakfast more often, trying new foods, increasing their physical activity, and 

making healthier food choices.  Those who practice healthy eating and are physically active 

are more likely to contribute to a healthy labor force and enjoy a high quality of life 

throughout the lifespan. 

This vital programming effort also reduces healthcare costs over the participant’s lifetime, 

saving taxpayer money in reduced public healthcare benefits and insurance premiums.  







County
Health and Human Sciences

Local Impact

Program: Cooking Matters for Adults

Number of Participants: 17

Cooking Matters is a six-week, two-hour class 

that empowers families with the skills, knowledge 

and confidence to prepare healthy and 

affordable meals. Each session provides more 

than cooking instruction. The course covers meal 

preparation, healthy grocery shopping, food 

budgeting and nutrition.

Sara Bridgewater was the instructor for the 

program, Cooking Matters for Adults and taught 

this course at Hickory County Health 

Department in Hermitage. This course was 

conducted in Hickory County. The program was 

marketed to Hickory County Health Department 

on the FNEP approved site list.

Hickory

Customer quotes

“I have learned a lot doing this program and plan to continue to make some of these healthy recipes.”

"I won't ever make pancakes like I used to; we loved the orange oatmeal pancakes."

Learning

Participants were asked to report changed behavior:

Participants reported a 21 % increase in how often they choose low fat milk (skim or 1%).

Participants reported a 14% increase in how often they choose low or fat free dairy products.

Participants reported a 45 % increase in how often they choose whole grain products.

Participants reported a 30% increase in how often they choose lean meat or low-fat proteins.

Participants reported a 15% increase in how often they choose healthy foods when at fast food or sit-

down restaurants.

Participants reported a 49% increase in how often they plan meals before grocery shopping.

Participants reported a 92% increase in how often they use a list when grocery shopping.

Participants reported a 26% increase in how often they use the nutrition labeling to choose healthy 

foods.

Participants reported a 66 % increase in how often they eat foods from each food group each day.

Participants reported a 69 % increase in how often they adjust meals to be healthier.

Participants reported a 71 % increase in how confident they are to cook healthy foods for their family on 

a budget.

Participants reported an 85 % increase in how confident they are to feed their family healthier.



2023 Activity Report Summary

Gene Schmitz, MU Extension Field Specialist in Livestock

Assigned Counties: Benton, Cooper, Hickory, Miller, Moniteau, Morgan, and Pettis

A major drought continued during 2023, resulting in limited forage 

availability for many livestock producers.  Concerns about nitrate 

levels in forages, prussic acid levels in forages, alternative forages, 

and winter-feeding options were topics that were addressed to help 

producers cope with drought conditions and limited hay supplies.  

Over 400 individual contacts were made in the areas of beef 

production, forage production, and drought related issues during 2023.  

Six producer meetings were held in July and August with the 

cooperation of Dr. Todd Lorenz, Travis Harper, David Hoffman, Dr. 

Eric Bailey, and Dr. Tim Evans.  Meetings were held in Warsaw, 

Sedalia, Versailles, Boonville, Windsor, and Tuscumbia with total 

attendance numbering 115 producers. Follow-up winter feeding

Native warm season grass plots at State Fair Community College are 

now well enough established that an ultrasound measurement / phone 

app interface is being tested to record forage height and estimate 

forage yield.  Yield estimate equations have been developed for cool-

season forages, but not native warm season grass species.  This was 

the third year of measuring and harvesting these plots to develop 

accurate equations to estimate forage yield.  We will continue efforts to 

improve the capability of this technology to estimate forage yield in 

native warm season grass pastures and hay fields.  This is funded 

through a grant from the Missouri Department of Conservation. The 

Alliance for Grassland Renewal is an organization comprised of

meetings were held during November and December in Warsaw, Sedalia, Boonville, Versailles, California, 

and Tuscumbia.  A total of 37 producers attended these events.   Additionally, ten USDA Farm Service 

Agency county offices requested an independent assessment of pasture losses during the grazing season.  

Reports were prepared for these counties based on rainfall records, USDA drought monitor information, 

individual contacts, and visual observations.  

A second field of native warm season grass was established at the University of Central Missouri in 2023.  

This is in addition to the replicated plots established in 2022.  These replicated plots are available for future 

use by UCM teaching and research faculty as well as use by MU Extension specialists for programming 

efforts in this area.

universities, governmental agencies, private companies, and forage producers.  The mission of the Alliance for 

Grassland Renewal is to reduce or eliminate the negative effects of toxic tall fescue on the livestock industry through 

education and outreach, industry led quality control standards, and incentives, while pursuing new technologies and 

techniques.  I was involved in teaching during the following educational efforts: 1. Face-to-face renovation workshops 

in Mt. Vernon, MO and Huntsville, AL.; 2. Virtual training for Extension agents and other forage educators with 107 

individuals from across the Fescue Belt participating.  Following the training, participants received access to a short 

presentation they can use at local meetings when requested to provide a program; 3. The renovation school was 

adapted to a special projects class for undergraduate and graduate students in Ukraine.  Fifty-two students from 3 

universities (Podillia State University, Podillia Institute of Fodder and Agriculture, and Uman National University of 

Horticulture) enrolled in this special projects class.

I continued participating in a project to study internal parasite loads and efficacy of dewormers in cattle.  Fecal 

samples from 12 herds on 7 separate farms in Pettis and Benton counties were collected before and after deworming.  

Results are still being evaluated.

4-H youth showing market animals at local fairs and the state fair are required to attend Show-Me-Quality Assurance 

training.  I provided training for 99 youth from 6 counties during 2023.






	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24

