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Budget and more

Appropriations budget

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.
Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government. Federal and state 
money, through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, training costs, computers 
and communication equipment. County funds support the local office, secretarial and youth assistant 
salaries, staff mileage and council expenses.

The Grundy County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to express our appreciation to the 
Grundy County Commissioners for their continued support of extension programs.

Local Support
Did you know you can donate directly to Grundy County Extension with a gift 
to be used immediately or as an endowment contribution for long term 
efforts. Monies put into the endowment are left forever to earn interest with 
the county office benefiting each year. You can also direct your donation to a 
specific program such as 4-H or Master Gardeners.

Key outcomes and numbers
Income
Student Fees 127.30
County Appropriations 16,666.68
Investment Income 3013.41
Gifts/Grants/Contracts 907.00
Resales/Service Fees 444.65
Miscellaneous Income 1,496.07
Total Income 22,675.11

Expenses
Salaries/Benefits 23,108.23
Payroll Expenses 326.06
Travel 545.42
Telephone 57.45
Advertising 387.55
Rent/Lease Equipment 862.68
Publishing Printing 31.63
Copy Services 174.22
Supplies/Service 82.93
Professional Services 225.00
Insurance 355.48
Miscellaneous 60.00
Soil Test Expenses 115.00
Total Expenses 26,331.65

 Private Pesticide Applicator Training with 24 
certifications

 Two Artificial Insemination Schools with five 
participants

 384 youths participated in Grundy County 4-
H Clubs and SPIN Clubs

 Food and Nutrition Programs reached 71 
youth and adults and 1411 direct and 
indirect contacts with nutrition education.

Return on Investment
University System 130,357.50



Educational Access & Excellence

Grundy County 4-H

In the past year, Grundy County 4-H served 384 
youths through four organized community clubs, one 
SNAC club, three in-school clubs, one after school 
club and school enrichment, camps, and community 
activities.  The clubs offer long-term educational 
experiences in which members learn life skills such 
as leadership, decision making, public speaking and 
working with others.  4-H youths learned by doing 
under the guidance of screened, adult volunteers 
who teach projects ranging from computer science 
and arts to animal science and healthy living.  Clubs 
also involved youth in community service, camping 
and educational programing and trips.

In order to increase 4-H’s reach, the Grundy County 
Youth Program Associate, April Meighen, 
collaborated with local school districts to offer school 
enrichment programs. The YPA used the National 
Agriculture in the Classroom curriculum focused on 
soybeans. 

New to Grundy County in 2021 was the Missouri 
SNAC Club Program.  4-H Student Nutrition 
Advisory Council (SNAC) clubs are offered in before 
or after school programs and in other community 
settings helping youth become more knowledgeable 
about nutrition and fitness. Youth are encouraged to 
become ambassadors of Healthy Living in their 
communities. Grundy County was the recipient of 
one of 45 Missouri 4-H Foundation grants valued at 
$500. The money was used to offer healthy 
alternatives at a track meet concession stand.

Volunteers are the core of the 4-H program. In 2021 
Grundy County had 19 approved volunteers. 
Volunteers create, support, and deliver educational 
programs and experiences.  Missouri 4-H volunteers 
report contributing on average 100 hours per year to 
the program.  Valuing their time at $28.54 per hour 
(Independent Sector, 2021), the contribution of 
Grundy County volunteers was more than $54,226.



Health & Well-being

Programs offered at:
Laredo Elementary

Pleasant View Elementary
Rissler Elementary

Spickard Elementary
Adams Park Apartments

Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program
The Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program (EFNEP) brought 
$1,626,730 federal funds to Missouri.  These funds were used to enroll 
796 limited-resource families in nutrition education and meal preparation 
classes, representing 2,847 family members. Additionally, 2,469 youth 
were enrolled in  EFNEP classes. 

71 of these youth & adult participants reside in Grundy County.  

Participants in EFNEP learn the importance of making healthier meals 
and snack choices, eating breakfast more often, trying new foods, 
increasing their physical activity, and making healthier food choices.  
Those who practice healthy eating and are physically active are more 
likely to contribute to a healthy labor force and enjoy a high quality of life 
throughout the lifespan.   This vital programming effort also reduces 
healthcare costs over the participant’s lifetime, saving taxpayer money 
in reduced public healthcare benefits and insurance premiums.  

Success Story from Tracy 
Minnis, Nutrition Program 
Associate:

Kids in the Kitchen classes 
held at Laredo Elementary in 
Grundy County were a huge 
success! One of the 
participants does babysitting 
and learned many helpful tips. 
She mentioned that a couple of 
the children that she babysits 
are very picky eaters. During 
one of the classes, Tempting 
Tostadas were prepared and 
all of the participants thought 
they were delicious. The 
participant that was the 
babysitter decided to try this 
recipe with the children in her 
care. These “picky eaters” also 
thought the tostadas were very 
tasty. It is so exciting that our 
program is able to help people 
in Missouri learn to try and eat 
new healthy foods

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Education (SNAP-
Education or SNAP-Ed) brought $9,646,109 in federal funds to 
Missouri.  The funds support engagement with 485,010 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) recipients and 
eligible citizens of Missouri.  There were 321,372 direct educational 
contacts.  This year we had 1,383,799 indirect educational contacts 
through newsletters, health fairs, food pantries, and the Show Me 
Nutrition helpline.  

1411 direct and indirect contacts were made in Grundy County.  

Participants in SNAP-Ed learn the importance of making healthier 
meals and snack choices, eating breakfast more often, are more 
willing to try new foods, increase their physical activity, and make 
healthier food choices.  Those who practice healthy eating and are 
physically active are more likely to contribute to a healthy labor force 
and enjoy a high quality of life throughout the lifespan.
This vital programming effort also reduces healthcare costs over the 
participant’s lifetime, saving taxpayer money in reduced public 
healthcare benefits and insurance premiums. 

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Education



Educational Access & Excellence

Living a Healthy Life – Human Environmental Sciences 
Micah Potgieter, nutrition & health education specialist, and Jessica 
Trussell, human development specialist, offered Living a Healthy 
Life at the North 65 Center in Trenton. This is a Chronic Disease 
Self-Management Program (CDSMP) which meets in 2.5-hour 
sessions once a week for six weeks. Subjects covered include: 1) 
techniques to deal with problems such as frustration, fatigue, pain 
and isolation, 2) appropriate exercise for maintaining and improving 
strength, flexibility and endurance, 3) appropriate use of 
medications, 4) communicating effectively with family, friends and 
health professionals, 5) nutrition, and 6) how to evaluate new 
treatments. There were eight participants in the program and five 
participants completed at least four of the six weeks.

When you support MU Extension’s Chronic Disease Self-
Management program, you help participants with chronic conditions 
learn proven, effective interventions. These interventions can 
reduce symptoms, give participants the confidence to manage their 
condition, improve their quality of life and reduce health care costs.

Participants at the last class with their Living 
a Healthy Life manuals. 

Front Row: Sandra Crowdis & Donna Christy

Back Row: Doris Veeder & Jo Anne Trump

Missouri Fence Law continues to be a hot, disputed topic 
Missouri’s Fence Law is 
very complex for several 
reasons. One, there are two 
laws in the state and people 
confuse which law is in their 
county. Second,  
landowners that purchase 
land do not get educated nor 
investigate the law so need 
to become aware when an 
issue or conflict arises. One 
hundred thirty (130) persons 
throughout the state 
attended in person or by 
zoom in 2021 on the law 
and how it impacts them as 
landowners. Additionally, 
more than 100 questions are 
received each year on fence 
and boundary issues 
throughout the state. Over 

90% of attendees 
recommend this program to 
others every year. Several 
attendees learn where to 
find additional resources 
(MU Extension), what law is 
in place where their land is 
located and that there are 2 
fence laws in Missouri 
depending on where the 
land is located. Several plan 
to meet with their neighbors 
to discuss this law within the 
next 12 months. 

The programs impact is over 
$83,000 in Missouri based 
on the current cost of legal 
fees at $300 per hour. Above: Several interested landowners listen to the 

fence law education program at their local site. The 
program has drawn large crowds over the years with 
several folks attending multiple times.

Above: A legal fence in the option law counties 
(above) is 4-barb wire or the equivalent with posts no 
farther than 12 feet apart. In general law counties, a 
legal fence is at least 1 wire 4 foot high with posts no 
farther than 12 feet apart. It must also maintain 
livestock so a 3 or 4 barbed or equivalent would be 
necessary.

Quote: "Taking your class was so much fun! I really enjoyed it because you both were so personable and 
down to earth, easy to relate to. I learned how to pay more attention when I'm reading nutrition labels, how to 
do deep breathing and how to eat more healthily and different ways to manage stress, among other things. I 
am hoping that I can take your "A Matter of Balance Class" in the future. Thank you for this opportunity! 



County highlights

In order for producers of agricultural commodities to 
purchase or apply restricted-use pesticides on 
property owned by them or their employer, or rent 
without compensation other than the trading of 
services between producers of agricultural 
commodities, they must have a private pesticide 
applicator license. This includes farmers, ranchers, 
vineyardists, plant propagators, Christmas tree 
growers, aquaculturalists, floriculturists, orchardists, 
foresters, sod producers, or other comparable 
persons. 

Pesticide applicator training helps reduce the 
harmful effects of improper pesticide use. During 
the training, participants learn about safe handling
of pesticides, proper mixing, calibration techniques, 
environmental ramifications of improper mixing or 
careless application, chemical breakdown of 
pesticides in the environment, what records are
needed, pesticide formulations, personal protective 

wear and how to clean it, pesticide storage, common 
Missouri pests, and integrated pest management 
(IPM) techniques.
The license must be renewed every five years. In 
2021 there were three options to renew a license or 
to obtain certification. Field Specialists in Agronomy 
held training sessions via Zoom every week. Anyone 
could join these meetings from their home computer. 
A second option for farmers who were not able to 
attend one of the Zoom trainings, was to complete a 
study guide using the Private Pesticide Applicator 
Training Manual. Face-to-face events were held as 
well.

Agronomy Report

Annie’s Project

During 2021, 24 agricultural 
producers in Grundy County were 
trained and licensed to purchase 

and apply restricted use pesticides.

Annie’s Project is an educational program that was created specifically for women in agriculture. This 
18-hour course in a discussion-based workshop bringing women together to learn from experts in
production, financial management, human resources, marketing and the legal field. In 2021, Annie’s
Project was taught online for the first time in Missouri. Three online Annie’s Project courses were
offered with a total attendance of 48 participants. The participants attended a weekly 2.5 hour live
interactive online session via Zoom and completed self-paced activities and videos. During 2021, one
Grundy County resident participated in Annie’s Project.

As a result of participation in Annie’s Project, women are equipped with the knowledge, skills, and 
abilities to make informed risk management decisions regarding their agriculture business operations. 
In addition to the knowledge gain, participants learned about resources that can assist them in making 
business decisions for their farming operations such as record keeping software, ownership of 
property, insurance, financial statements, spreadsheets, writing a business plan, estate planning, 
leases, marketing, communication issues, and personality traits.

When you support the University of Missouri Extension Annie’s Project program, agriculture women 
participating in educational activities become better decision makers and business partners; 
empowering them to respond to the challenges of farming and leading to increased farm profitability. 
Missouri citizens benefit from a more vibrant and sustainable rural economy and greater food security. 

“I feel I have resources and connections to add to my toolbox. It was really great and inspiring to be in 
community with other women with similar goals and mindsets.”



County highlights

CATTLE ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION SCHOOL
Jenna Monnig, livestock specialist, trained four local cattle producers to artificially inseminate cattle 
through two AI schools held at the MU Thompson Research Center in November and December. AI has 
been growing in popularity in the beef industry for the last several years and there is a shortage of trained 
technicians in the area. Hopefully, these schools will help combat the shortage as producers become 
trained to perform AI themselves. AI Schools will continue to be taught at the research center each year.

State Fair Farm Family

Participants get hands-on experience practicing AI technique

Derek and Sarah Lowrey and family of Trenton were 
among the families honored during the 62nd annual 
Missouri Farm Family Day, Aug. 16 at the Missouri State 
Fair.

The Lowrey family was selected as the Grundy County 
Missouri Farm Family by University of Missouri 
Extension in Grundy County and the local Farm Bureau. 
The family includes two children Macey and Tyson.

Each year, the fair sets aside a day to recognize farm 
families from across the state that are active in their 
communities, involved in agriculture, and/or participate 
in local outreach and extension programs such as 4-H or 
FFA.



County highlights
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