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Dear 4-H Families: 
It’s that time of year!  One of the most exciting, busiest times in 4-H is summer, and 

that means fairs, achievement days, and camps!  I want to take this opportunity to 

remind us all what achievement days and fairs are all about.  The following is an 

article from the Greene County 4-H newsletter in 2006.   Thanks to Byron Morrison 

and Becky Fay for this great information. 

 

RAISING BLUE RIBBON 4-H’ERS 

 “The real purpose of 4-H is about rearing Blue Ribbon Kids. In 4-H we’ve 

had a long history of youth as well as adults striving to make their best better, not 

only for themselves but for others in the program as well.  Whether the prop is a 

camera, a cow or a cookie, the ultimate goal is to help that young person become the 

best ‘person’ they can become. Four-H is for the kids. If their photo or calf or no bake 

cookies wins first place, that’s fine. If it doesn’t, that may be even better.  With the 

help and encouragement of their parents, leaders and others the youngster with the 

red or white ribbon has the opportunity to grow and learn what they can excel at and 

what they aren’t as good in and they can decide in which areas they want to put their 

time and talents to work. For some the blue ribbon says, we know all we need to 

know. There is no reason to strive to do better. Fairs, shows and contests give every-

one the opportunity to strive to do their best, to learn to cooperate as well as com-

pete, to express their views and concerns and to get along with others in the process. 

Have you noticed how much like life a fair is? You come on the scene, you partici-

pate in some way, you have successes and not so successful experiences and then, it 

is over. The difference is, there will be another fair; another opportunity to partici-

pate.  We only have this one life, are we making it a blue ribbon life for ourselves and 

those that follow after us?   I hope you plan to enjoy the summer with your children 

and the many opportunities 4-H provides to share “Blue Ribbon” youth and adult 

learning experiences.” 

 

 I also encourage you to read an article from Raised Right in a Barn called 

“Losing is More Important than Winning.”  You can find the article here:  
https://raisedrightinabarn.wordpress.com/2015/07/08/losing-is-more-important-than-winning  

Or find the link on our Lawrence and Greene County 4-H Facebook pages. 

 

 We all like to be considered the winner, but winning comes in different 

forms for each of us.  As adults we need to do our part to help our kids develop a 

winning attitude and sense of accomplishment, no matter what color the ribbon 

might be. 

  

Helping you develop Blue Ribbon youth, 

   

 

 

Karla Deaver 

County Engagement 

Specialist in 4-H Youth  

Development  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

JUNE 

 

8-9 4-H Camp Counselor Training 

9-12 4-H Member Camp 1 

12-15 4-H Member Camp 2 

15-16 4-H Clover Kids Camp 

16-20 4-H Teen Camp 

 

JULY 

 

9 SW Regional Shoot 

13-14  Greene County 4-H Fair 

15 Regional Achievement Day 

16-18 Dairy Judging Camp 

22 OEF exhibit check-in 

23 OEF exhibit judging 

25– August 3 Ozark Empire Fair 
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Department of Agriculture  & Local University Extension 
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Greene County 4-H Fair 

 
Dates: July 13-14, 2019 

Location: Pinegar Arena, MSU Darr Farm, 2401 S Kansas 

Expressway, Springfield, MO 65807 

 

Thank you to MSU for hosting our 4-H Fair this year! We 

appreciate their support of 4-H! 

 

You can find the 2019 Greene County 4-H Fair book here:  
http://extension.missouri.edu/greene/4h.aspx  

 

Exhibit guidelines can be found here: http://
extension.missouri.edu/lawrence/documents/2019%

20OEF%20Guidelines.pdf  You may want to  take a close 

look at cake decorating, photography, posters, educa-

tional displays, notebooks, scrapbooks and working 

models—they all have specific exhibit guidelines!  

 

A detailed schedule will be included in the fair book in-

formation, but here are the basics: 

 

Friday, July 13 5:30 to 7 pm Poultry blood tests 

Saturday, July 14 7:30-10 am Small exhibit check in 

  7:30 am  Sheep Show 

  8:00 am  Goat Show 

  8:30 am  Swine show 

    Clover Kid Pet Parade 

  10:00 am Horse show judged  

    classes 

  10:15 am Small exhibit judging 

  11:00 am Rabbit Show 

  1:00 pm  Dairy Show 

   

Sunday, July 15 

  8:30 am  Poultry show 

  10:30 am Beef Show 

  11:00 am Clover Kid Pet Parade 

  Noon  Awards Ceremony 

  12:30 pm Exhibit hallway closes 

 

There will be no overnight stays again this year. Live 

animal demonstrations will be at the conclusion of each 

show. Check for details in horse shows\. Horse entries 

are due June 25 and all other entries are due July 5.  

 

Dog show details are being confirmed and will be sent 

to club leaders, project leaders and dog project partici-

pants as soon as we have confirmed our dates and 

times. 

 
 

4-H—It’s Not All About the Fair . . .  
How many times have we heard someone say that their  

4-H year was a disappointment because they didn’t do 

well at the county fair? While our world is very focused 

on competition, and that is one aspect of 4-H, that is 

certainly not what 4-H is all about. Each 4-H member 

can shape their own experience. There are opportunities 

to learn about service to others, leadership opportuni-

ties, life skill development, mastery and gaining confi-

dence.  

4-H helps youth find themselves and where they fit in 

the world.  4-H helps youth master skills and gain confi-

dence. 4-H helps youth gain the knowledge and skills to 

be independent. And 4-H helps youth learn to give back 

to others. Each of these is just as important as the color 

of ribbon attached to your exhibit at the county fair. 

What did you learn from the experience? If you could 

do it again, would you change anything? What goal did 

you accomplish? What skill did you improve? What is 

one thing you will remember? When a 4-H member re-

flects on their 4-H experience, it is the answers to ques-

tions like these that will shape the next part of their ex-

perience. Winning is great, but our youth can be win-

ners even if the color of the ribbon isn’t what we want-

ed.  

But here is why participating in the fair 

is a good thing . . . Why is participation in the 

county fair and achievement day so important? The fair 

and achievement day, along with completing a report 

form, are really the completion steps for the 4-H year.  

The fair gives you an opportunity to share what you 

have learned this past year in 4-H, and to earn the op-

portunity to compete at regional and state events.  How 

often have we gone through some kind of program, but 

never really stopped to consider just what all we have 

learned?  The fair and achievement day give us all an 

opportunity to reflect on our year and see where we 

want our 4-H career to go from here.  

http://extension.missouri.edu/greene/4h.aspx
http://extension.missouri.edu/lawrence/documents/2019%20OEF%20Guidelines.pdf
http://extension.missouri.edu/lawrence/documents/2019%20OEF%20Guidelines.pdf
http://extension.missouri.edu/lawrence/documents/2019%20OEF%20Guidelines.pdf
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Southwest Missouri Fair Dates  

If you are looking for other fairs to participate in, we 

have a list! Check out fairs in the area here:  
http://extension.missouri.edu/lawrence/
documents/2019%20SW%20Region%20Fair%
20Dates.pdf  

Be sure to check the fair you are interested in to be sure 

those from outside the county are welcome. Some are 

open to others, some are not. Happy showing! 

 

Southwest Regional Shoot 

 
Registration is now open for the Southwest Re-

gional Shoot, scheduled for Tuesday, July 9. 

Registration can be found here: 

 
http://extension.missouri.edu/lawrence/documents/
regionalshootentryform2019.pdf  
 

You will need to get your instructor’s signature 

on your registration form, so plan accordingly. 

Hope you can join us! 

 

State Fair 4-H Building Ambassadors 
Is the 4-H Building at the Missouri State Fair a 

summer tradition for you?  Maybe the fair is a 

new experience for you and you would like to 

learn more.  Either way, we have a deal for 

you!  We are looking for 4-H families and 

groups; this would be a great activity for a Jr. 

Leaders team or a club, who are willing to 

serve as 4-H Building Ambassadors in the 4-H 

building during the Missouri State Fair.   

You ask, “What will I do during this time?”   

Here is what we need from you if you decide 

to help:   

1. Greet people as they enter the 4-H Building. 

2.  Promote and answer questions about 4-H. 

3.  Help with the special activities held in the 

building. 

If you are interested, please follow this link to 

sign up: https://missouri.qualtrics.com/jfe/

form/SV_eA76GHzYjDs8TmR 

Each person in your group that plans to work 

will need to be registered. 

Contact Teresa Bishop at bishop-

ta@missouri.edu with questions. 

 Dairy Judging Camp 

 
If you want to 

learn about dairy 

judging, then you 

are in luck! Our 

annual Dairy Judg-

ing Camp is sched-

uled for July 16-18, 

2019. Registration 

details and forms 

can be found here: http://extension.missouri.edu/
lawrence/documents/dairyjudgingREGIST%20%202019.pdf  
 

Dairy Judging camp is for youth ages 10 to 18. I f 

you need more information, contact Karla Deaver 

at deaverk@missouri.edu.  

 

Southwest Regional Achievement Day 

 
Southwest Regional Achievement Day is scheduled 

for Monday, July 15, at the Avilla Baptist Church. If 

you have qualified for events such as member 

judging, public speaking, fashion revue, personal 

appearance and demonstrations, I will be sending 

you an email with the details about which events 

you are qualified. Look for the email to be coming 

your way next week.  

 

Ozark Empire Fair Small Exhibits 
If you received a blue ribbon on your 

exhibit at the county level, then your 

exhibit qualifies to go on to Ozark 

Empire Fair. I take care of preparing 

tags for OEF. Lawrence County mem-

bers will need to be sure to drop off 

their exhibits at the courthouse in Mount 

Vernon by Friday, July 19. Greene County mem-

bers will need to either drop theirs off at the fair 

grounds on Monday, July 22 (hours to be an-

nounced) or get them to me prior to that date. 

Judging will take place this year on Tuesday, July 

23rd at 1 pm.  I will be looking for volunteers to 

assist with judging.  

http://extension.missouri.edu/lawrence/documents/2019%20SW%20Region%20Fair%20Dates.pdf
http://extension.missouri.edu/lawrence/documents/2019%20SW%20Region%20Fair%20Dates.pdf
http://extension.missouri.edu/lawrence/documents/2019%20SW%20Region%20Fair%20Dates.pdf
http://extension.missouri.edu/lawrence/documents/regionalshootentryform2019.pdf
http://extension.missouri.edu/lawrence/documents/regionalshootentryform2019.pdf
https://missouri.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eA76GHzYjDs8TmR
https://missouri.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eA76GHzYjDs8TmR
mailto:bishopta@missouri.edu
mailto:bishopta@missouri.edu
http://extension.missouri.edu/lawrence/documents/dairyjudgingREGIST%20%202019.pdf
http://extension.missouri.edu/lawrence/documents/dairyjudgingREGIST%20%202019.pdf
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Lawrence County Extension 
Courthouse 

P.O. Box 388 
Mt. Vernon, 65712 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Don’t forget to “like” us on Facebook!  
 
You can find Lawrence County 4-H here: 
https://www.facebook.com/LawrenceCounty4H  
 
Greene County 4-H can be found here: https://
www.facebook.com/greenecountymo4h  
 
 

4-H Online is Now Open 
Now is a great time to get enrolled for the new 
year! Help guides are posted on the 4-H online 
site. If you need assistance, please don’t hesi-
tate to call or email! Karla Deaver, 417-466-
3102, deaverk@missouri.edu.  
 

Save the Dates 
State Shoot Dates: 
August 17:   State Skeet Shoot at the      

 Gateway Gun Club 

August 24:  State Trap Shoot at the Mis-
souri Trapshooters in Linn Creek 

August 24-25:   State Archery 300 at Prai-
rie Grove Shotgun Sports in Columbia 

Sept 7-8:   Western Heritage State Shoot 
at the Saline County 4-H Range 

Sept 21-22:   State Shoot in various places  

Updated rules for the state shoot are on the 
webpage at: http://4h.missouri.edu/shooting-
sports-events/state-shoot 

Through Clover Kids clubs, children learn how to get along, share, and work in 

groups, explore their interests, and build self-confidence.  Each Clover Kids Corner 

provides an activity, information or other materials that Clover Kids leaders can use 

in planning and implementing experiences that intro-

duce five to seven-year olds to the 4-H concept of 

learning by doing.  
 

Handprint Plaque  
A great Father’s Day gift! 
 Plaster of Paris 

 Aluminum pie plates 

 Nail or screw 

 paint 

 
1. Grease pie plates and prepare plaster of paris.  
2. Pour a small amount of paris into the pan.  
3. Have the child set their hand in the center and let it sit for a few 

minutes or until the paris sits.  
4. Remove hand and let paris dry and set completely. A nail should 

be inserted while it is still moist so that the handprint can be 
hung up. Try adding food coloring to the paris. This idea can be 
used for footprints also.  

 
Want to make it 4-H? Use a canvas, dip hands in paint, and create a 
clover! 

http://4h.missouri.edu/shooting-sports-events/state-shoot
http://4h.missouri.edu/shooting-sports-events/state-shoot

