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December 4, 2017 

 

 
Dear County Commissioners and Friends of MU Extension: 

 

For much of the past year, MU Extension was focused on a long-overdue assessment of statewide needs 

and a deep look at how we respond to these needs with programs and resources.    

 

We crisscrossed the state to gather input from 42 community conversations with 1,200 people and 

reviewed analysis and recommendations from a range of external experts. As a result, MU Extension is 

working on a variety of changes in the interest of providing better university engagement with your 

communities.  

 

We are steadfast in our resolve to help local communities and the state meet grand challenges associated 

with economic opportunity, educational excellence and healthy futures. These challenges reflect what 

Missourians from every corner of the state told us they were most concerned about.  

 

As you read your countyôs annual MU Extension report, I believe you will be pleased to see the results 

that have been accomplished through county-based University of Missouri faculty. These faculty 

members work in response to input received from local extension councils.  

 

At the state level, local MU Extension efforts really add up. Though we have long known extension 

funds were leveraged, an independent review revealed that MU Extension created more than $945 

million dollars of public value from the $80 million it received from federal, state, county, grant and 

contract partners. A public value ratio exceeding 11:1 even surprised us.  

 

As we go about implementing changes based on the recently completed needs assessment and review of 

our organization, I am confident that our ability to create value at the local level will be even greater.  

 

I encourage you to read the attached annual report from your MU Extension county center to gain an 

understanding of how MU Extension has worked this past year to serve your community.  

 

Your support of MU Extension and your efforts in your community is greatly appreciated.  As always, I 

welcome input on how the University of Missouri can better serve your community and its people.   

 

Sincerely, 

 
Marshall Stewart, Ed.D. 

Vice Chancellor for Extension and Engagement 

 

ch 
 

 

 

 
 

    VICE CHANCELLORôS OFFICE 

                                         108 Whitten Hall 

                                 Columbia, MO  65211 

                            PHONE: (573) 882-7477 

                                FAX: (573) 882-1955 

University of Missouri, Lincoln University, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Local Extension Councils Cooperating 

EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/ADA INSTITUTIONS 
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Who we are 
 

Crawford County Extension Council 
 

¶ Dana Richter, chair 

¶ Bob Baker 

¶ Wayne Richter 

¶ Sara Woods, secretary 

¶ Mike Zuzack 

¶ Jennifer Gebhart 

¶ Bill Boever 

¶ Jacque Bottom 

¶ Greg Kimberlin 

¶ Jolene Gibbs, treasurer 

¶ Rosemary Campbell 

¶ Lisa Turnbough 

¶ Mike Bottom 

Appointed: 

¶ Barry West, Farm Bureau, 
vice chair 

¶ Jared Boast, Board of 
Commission 

¶ Norma Bretz, City of Cuba 

Crawford County faculty 
and staff 

 
Pat Snodgrass 

County Program Director 
Housing and Environmental 

Design Specialist 
 

Lindsey Hethcote 
Agronomy Specialist 

 
Christa Spindler 

Food Nutrition Education 
Program Associate 

 
Presha Earney 

Administrative Assistant 
 

Linda Mullen 
Administrative Assistant 

 

 

State/Regional Council 
Member 

Mike Bottom 
 

State Fair Farm Family 
Don and Lois Wissmann 

 
Leaders Honor Roll 

Jolene Gibbs 
John Rice 

Staff serving Crawford County, 
(based in other counties) 

 
Dave Hileman 

4-H Youth Specialist 
 

Ted Cunningham 
Livestock Specialist 

 
Sarah Hultine-Massengale 
Community Development 

Specialist 
 

Keith Strassner/Pablo Arroyo 
Business Development Specialist 

 
Rachel Hopkins 

Ag Business Specialist 
 

Chantae Alfred 
Family Financial Education 

Specialist 
 

Katie Kammler 
Horticulture Specialist 

 
(Vacancy) 

Human Development Specialist 
 

Hawau Bojuwon 
Nutrition and Health Education 

Specialist 
 

Charlie Ellis 
Natural Resource Engineer 

 
 
 

Crawford County 
Commissioners 

 
Leo Sanders 

Presiding Commissioner 
 

Rob Cummings 
Commissioner District #1 

 
Jared Boast 

Commissioner District # 2 

 
2017 Crawford County University 

of Missouri Extension Council 
operating budget 

 
Revenues: 

County Commission          38,124.00 
Short Course                       3,197.00 
University Prog Support      2,806.00 
Bank Balance / Reserves    6,116.47 
                                          50,243.47 

 
Expenditures: 

Salaries/Wages/Benefits   34,792.70 
Postage                                  450.00 
Supplies                                 800.00 
Telephone                           1,740.00 
Repair/Capital Purchase     1,017.77 
Resale/Educ. Services        1,105.00 
Travel                                  7,000.00 
Other                                      417.25 
                                          47,322.72                                                                 

State legislators 
 

Jason Smith 
United States Congressman 

District #8 
 

Dan Brown 
Missouri State Senator District # 

16 
 

Jason Chipman 
Missouri State Representative 

District # 120 
 

Tom Hurst 
Missouri State Representative 

District # 62 
 

Location:  302 Water Street 
P.O Box 190 

Steelville, MO 65565 
 

Hours:  8A ð 4:30P  
Monday - Friday 

 
https://extension.missouri.edu/ 

crawford  

https://extension.missouri.edu/%20crawford
https://extension.missouri.edu/%20crawford
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Ken Fiebelman 
December 19, 1941 ð January 3, 2017 

Missouri House of Representatives 

Crawford  County Historical Society  

Friend of Wurdack Farm Research Center

 _________________________________________________________________  

 

Lucille Campbell 
January 29, 1946 ð January 29, 2017 

Oak Hill 4 -H Club Project Leader  

4-H and Home Economics Department Fair Volunteer 

 __________________________________________________________________  

 

Charles Bouse Sr.  
September 19, 1947 ð February 28, 2017 

Crawford County Cattlemenõs Association Member and Vice President 

Crawford County 4 -H Livestock Project Leader  

Veteran ð U. S. Army

 __________________________________________________________________  

 

Joan Plocinski 
1942 ð March 7, 2017 

Three -Mile Extension Homemakers Club Member

 ___________________________________________________________________  

 

Claudine Becker  
April 25,  1928 ð March 30, 2017 

Happy Hour Extension Homemakers Club Member  

 ____________________________________________________________________  

   In Memory of our Extension Friends and Colleagues 
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Janet Delcour  
August 29, 1935 ð July 22, 2017 

Go -Getters 4 -H Club Member  

Aim High Extension Homemakers Club Member 

Cr awford County 4-H Youth Specialist 1989 -1992

 _________________________________________________________________ _ 

 

Vernon Robertson 
October 22, 1934 ð August 5, 2017 

Crawford County Cattlemenõs Association Member

 ____________________________________________ ______________________  

 

Betty Hamilton  
February 23, 1927 ð September 29, 2017 

Oak Hill 4 -H Club Project Leader

 ___________________________________________________________________  

 

Cathy Hensler  
December 24, 1938 ð December 15, 2017 

Three -Mile Extension Hom emakers Club Member 

      ___________________________________________________________________  
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The Wissmannôs were selected as the Crawford County Missouri Farm Family by the Crawford 
County Extension Council and local Farm Bureau.   
 
The event showcases the impact Missouri Farm Families have on the economy and heritage of the  
state.  ñThese families are involved in agriculture activities in their communities, and are active 
participants in local outreach and extension,ò said Missouri State Fair Director Mark Wolfe.  ñAs the 
showcase for Missouri agriculture, the Missouri State Fair is most certainly the appropriate place to 
celebrate these families.ò 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Don and Lois Wissmann were 
among the families honored 
during the 59th annual Missouri 
Farm Family Day, August 14 at 
the Missouri State Fair. 

Also in the picture with the family 
are (left to right): 

Mark Wolfe- Missouri State Fair 
Director  

Sherry Jones- Missouri State Fair 
Commissioner  

Garrett Hawkins-Deputy Director, 
Missouri Department of 
Agriculture 

Barbara Hayden-Missouri State 
Fair Commissioner 

Marshall Stewart-Vice Chancellor 
for MU Extension and 
Engagement 

Lowell Mohler-Missouri State Fair 
Commissioner 

Christopher Daubert-Vice 
Chancellor and Dean of MU 
CAFNR 

Blake Hurst-President of Missouri 
Farm Bureau 

 

State Fair Farm Family 
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Agriculture in Crawford County and the long-standing tradition of the family farm were celebrated during the annual Crawford County Extension 
Council Banquet.  The Crawford County Extension Council and the state of Missouri bestowed the Century Farm status to two Crawford County farm 
families.  To date 45 farms in Crawford County have received the designation as Century Farms. 
 
 

          James and Joyce Cottrell Family                                    Luther and Tressie Humphrey Family  

                    
 
 
 

 
 
 

                               
 
 
 

Missouri Century Farms 

Extension Leaders Honor Roll 

John Rice of Sullivan received the Extension Leaders 
Honor Roll from State Representative Jason Chipman 
and Presiding Commissioner Leo Sanders. 

Jolene Gibbs of Steelville received the Extension 
Leaders Honor Roll from State Representative Jason 
Chipman and Presiding Commissioner Leo Sanders. 
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Linda Bast, Lone Star 4-H Club Leader is one of 46 volunteers inducted into the Missouri 4-H Hall of Fame. 
 
Sedalia, MO. ï ñMaking the best betterò for generations of Missouri 4-H club members, 46 volunteers joined the Missouri 4-H Hall of Fame on Aug. 
19 at State Fair community College in Sedalia.  Linda Bast, Crawford county 4-H Leader was among these honored. 
 
Inductees from 37 counties established a legacy totaling 1,085 years of volunteer service to Missouri 4-H, said Rachel Augustine, Missouri 4-H 
Foundation director.  Inductees were nominated by their counties for outstanding volunteer work in local 4-H programs.   
 
ñThis is a celebration to acknowledge, with statewide historical documentation, the contributions of distinguished 4-H leaders, both past and present,ò 
said State 4-H Council President Mitchell Moon.  The Missouri 4-H Foundation recognizes individuals who have created a legacy of service to 4-H by 
honoring them with membership in the Missouri 4-H Hall of Fame, Augustine said. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Missouri 4-H Hall of Fame 
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Fannie Lea, Prairie 4-H club Leader and Crawford County Fair volunteer was among 40 dedicated volunteers honored on March 17 for their 
commitment to helping Missouri 4-H youth and communities thrive. 
 
Fannie was honored to receive the 2017 Frank Graham 4-H Volunteer Leadership Award. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Crawford County youth will remember Karenôs work with 4-H Programs, Crawford County Fair, Farm and Home Safety Day, Hatching Chicks in the 
Classroom and as secretary to the county SWCD Board.  Karen was recognized as a key grant writer to start the premiere partnership with the MO 
S&T Campus to offer Aerospace Camp. 
 
Karenôs professional affiliations include the Missouri and National Association of 4-H Agents, American Camp Association, University of MO 
Extension Association and the National Council to Prevent Child Abuse. 
 
During her career, Karen earned several honors and awards including Meritorious Service Award and Distinguished Service Award from the National 
4-H Association.   In addition, she was most proud of the North Central Regional Award for Outstanding Programming in Animal Science.  Karen was 
noted in the ñWhoôs Whoò Among Americaôs Colleges and Universities. 

 
Of significance is that Karen Branstetter served as 4-H Youth Specialist in Crawford County longer than any other 4-H Specialist since Extension 
started here in 1926. 

Missouri 4-H Foundation Awardee 
 

Fannie Lea of Cuba, Crawford County 4-H Volunteer 
Leader was recognized for her years of tireless efforts 
to enhance the 4-H program and livestock barn 

facilities on the Crawford County Fairgrounds. 

Karen Branstetter retires from UM Extension 
 

With 29 years of outstanding service to University of 
Missouri Extension, Karen Branstetter celebrated this 
milestone on June 9 in Steelville, to retire from UM 
Extension as 4-H Youth Specialist in Crawford, Dent and 
Phelps County. 
 
The event, hosted by the Crawford County Extension faculty 
and staff and the Crawford County Extension Council was 
held at Golden Echoes.  Over 60 people from several 
counties attended her retirement event. 
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Crawford County 4-H 
Karen Branstetter, 4-H Youth Development Specialist 
Dave Hileman, 4-H Youth Development Specialist 

 

A community of youths building life skills, engaging in science and contributing to their community. 

 

 
 

Number of Crawford County 
Learners 

204 4-H members, 81 youth in school enrichment programs, 107 trained 4-H volunteers, 28 youth 
volunteers, 244 participants in Farm and Home Safety Day. 
  
One of every five Missourians between the ages of 5 and 18 participated in a Missouri 4-H program in 
2017.  

What Did They Learn? 
 

 

Learning by doing is the 4-H motto.  In Crawford County, youth are provided the opportunity to practice 
leadership, citizenship, responsibility, team work, public speaking, record keeping, community service 
and other life skills under the guidance of trained adult volunteers through the 10 Crawford County 4-H 
Clubs. 
  
4-H Youth also participate in a variety of regional and state educational experiences, which further 
develops a memberôs learning opportunities. 
  
Fifty-one Crawford County youth participated in 4-H camp at Camp Clover Point.  They learned 
important life skills in a safe, structured environment.  These valuable skills of working together, 
communication, and teamwork were acquired while making new friends and gaining self-confidence. 

What Action Did They Take? 
 

Missouri 4-H is growing future scientists.  Young people in 4-H are three times more likely to be 
interested and pursue science-based careers than their non-4-H peers.  Our nation needs young 
people prepared to live and work in a world that no one can imagineðjobs that do not yet exist, using 
technology that has not been invested, solving problems that have not yet been identified. 
  

There were 579 Crawford County science related projects this past year. 
  
Studies show that youth in 4-H   programs are 70 percent more likely to attend college and increase 
their earning potential by $2.01 million dollars over their lifetime.  If just one-third of our club members 
completed a bachelorôs degree, this would create approximately $14 billion of earning potential. 

How Does This Work Make 
Crawford County and  

Missouri Better? 
 

4-H Youth are equipped with the knowledge, skills, attitudes and health for the 21st century workforce.  
4-H members are three times more likely to go into science related careers than similar peers (Lerner 
and Lerner, 2008). 
  
Young people in 4-H are engaged in twice as many leadership roles as their non 4-H peers.  There 
were numerous leadership and community service projects in the Crawford County communities. 
  
Communities also reap long-term benefits by supporting 4-H programs.  Youth engaged in the 
program are 60 percent more likely to vote than their non-engaged peers.  In addition, 4-H youth are 
more likely to volunteer and contribute to their communities than youth participating in other youth 
programs. 


