
Boonslick Master Gardeners (MGs) Meeting Minutes 
September 4, 2019 

 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President Jane Lago. 
 
Roll Call:  Mary Barile, Carol Cox, Susan Felton,  Jackie Hickam, Eddie Hudson, Mary Jenkins, Jane Lago, 
Cindy Lang, Dora Rowles, Jackie Sieckman, Paul Woods and Todd Lorenz 
 
Secretary’s Report:  Jackie S. moved to accept the report as written, Dora seconded.   

All Approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  General Fund - $3,450.63; Children’s Learning Garden - $1,535.26.  Carol moved  
 the report be accepted as presented.  Mary B. seconded.  All approved. 
 
Reports on Ongoing Projects: 

❖ Appointment of Nominating Committee for 2020 Officers:  Carol Cox, Mary J and Jane will 
serve as the Nominating Committee members to recruit candidates for the new board 
members as well as chairpersons for committees. 

❖ Children’s Learning Garden:  Mary J. reported August 14 she received notification from 
Tawny Brown, President, CCBC stating the Learning Garden can no longer be at CCBC and all 
items associated with the garden must be removed from the CCBC grounds.  A second email 
was received yesterday stating “…We are having our closing event on September 21 and 
need a date that the Master Gardener property would be removed.”   A meeting was held 
with board members from Santa Fe Trails Baptist Church about the possibility of relocating 
the garden to their property.  The gentlemen will bring up the issue at their September 11 
Board Meeting but felt positive about approval being given.  After the meeting  Jackie H., 
Eddie, Mary J., Jane and Paul visited the site along with the pastor and selected an area they 
felt would be suitable for the garden.  It was reported that Todd would not be available to 
move the shed to the new site.  The possibility of selling the shed and purchasing a new one 
should be considered.  Jackie H. will check on shed prices and also with Greis about moving 
the shed.  It was noted due to large movement of deer in the area construction of a fence 
will be necessary.  Paul will check with a fence company about pricing.  Mary B. reported she 
is working on a grant to the Boonville Foundation for funding for the fence.   

❖ Calaboose Gardens:  Jane reported there was very little change and it is looking good. 
❖ Cooper County Health Department:  Susan, project leader, reported about the committee’s 

visit to the project.  She has worked diligently to put together a design for the project.  A soil 
sampling has been done and the soil only requires some organic matter.   She has met with 
the department one time.  She reported she needs input on some of the plant suggestions 
and seasonal coloring before she presents it to the Health Department.   

❖ Harvest Night:  Previously known  as Market Night will only be held one Thursday in 
September instead of weekly as in the past.  The event will be from 5:00-8:00 p.m.  
September 19.  The MGs will have one table and will be selling plants and distributing 
extension handouts.  Susan suggested having a completed fairy garden there and possibly 
offering it for a raffle as well as advertise fairy gardens will be made at the Chestnut Festival.  
Members need to bring plants to sell.  Susan will bring table and chairs at 4:30 p.m.  Carol, 
Dora, Susan, Dora, Jackie H. and Jane will work up a schedule for manning the table. 



❖ Chestnut Festival, October 5, 10:00 a.m.-4:p.m.: A schedule will be set up at the October 2 
MG meeting.  We will be not be sharing a table this year.  We will have one table for MGs.  
Jane will email a schedule of events so members can determine when they will be available 
to work at the table.  

 
Miscellaneous 

❖ Reporting Volunteer Hours:  Jane reminded everyone to be sure to keep their hours up-to-
date.  

❖ Report from Todd: Todd reported the status of the vacancies within the Extension Service.  
He passed out flyers for the MG Fall Core Class in Columbia, September 11-November 20.    
He stated it may become necessary to combine counties for future MG Core Classes.  He 
also reported UMC is implementing some changes and is initiating a new program, Cvent.  
They are trying to standardize some programs and apparently MGs will be part of the 
program.  Part of the plan is all registrations will need to be done online, making all 
programs follow the standard.  It appears charges for previously free services as well as 
higher prices for current services such as MG Core Classes will be taking place.   EPA is 
implementing changes for obtaining a license for pesticide use.  There will be testing and the 
three hours of instruction will be increased to eight hours.  The plan is projected to be ready 
by April, 2020 and implemented by 2022. He noted the Boonville Homecoming will be 
September 27 and plans are to enter a float. 

❖ Inactive MG Members: Jane reported two inactive MGs, Maureen Gray and Virginia 
Brownfield are requesting to become active members.  After checking the Bylaws, it was 
determined there was no formal procedure to reinstate them.  Susan reported Randy 
Strough, Environmental Public Health Specialist; with the county health department, was a 
MG in a previous location and she plans to invite him to the next MG meeting. 

❖ Cabin Fever Classes:  Todd suggested combining these classes with a MG Core Class.  There 
would be two days for core class and one day for Cabin Fever class.  Susan felt that would be 
too much in a week.  It was discussed that maybe the Cabin Fever classes could be limited to 
two and the core class could start immediately after.  Further discussion will be done at the 
October MG meeting. 
 

Motion to adjourn was made by Susan and seconded by Paul. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted by  
Mary Jenkins, Secretary 
 

 
 
 
 


