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December 1, 2020

Dear county commissioners and friends of MU Extension,

Few of us have experienced a year quite like 2020. The COVID-19 pandemic has brought each of us so
many unforeseen professional and personal challenges. Yet, as difficult as the last months have been,
they have also called us at University of Missouri Extension and Engagement to think about our work
differently and find new ways to serve and respond to Missouri’s needs.

We are working harder and more innovatively to develop local and statewide partnerships and
collaborations that help us improve lives, communities and businesses across the state. Through our
four UM System universities, we are working to expand our state’s broadband access and support
statewide efforts to prepare our workforce for 21% century opportunities. This work is key to keeping
Missouri’s economy competitive and helping people and communities in every part of our state thrive.

We continue to expand and develop tools like the All Things Missouri web portal
(https://allthingsmissouri.org) that provide a wealth of data local leaders can use to pinpoint county
and community needs and plan for coordinated solutions. New COVID-19 tracking tools, for instance,
help county health departments accurately assess the local impact of the virus and coordinate targeted
responses. A new Missouri Food Finder tool (https://mofoodfinder.org) matches consumers with
growers and producers to create a market for locally grown foods. The UM System Community
Connect web portal (https://community.umsystem.edu) showcases the many resources, services and
faculty programs available to the community through each of the four universities in the UM System.
Please explore and use these tools. Tell us how we can improve them to better serve you.

Whether online or in person, we are committed to working with you to deliver knowledge, resources
and programs that best meet your communities’ interests and needs. | hope you see the impact of that
work in this year’s county annual report — just as you see your own hand, as key stakeholders, in
making this work possible.

We greatly appreciate your support of MU Extension as partners within your community. As always, |
welcome your input on how the University of Missouri can better serve you as we look forward to a
brighter year ahead.
Sincerely,

W(W T~

Marshall Stewart, Ed.D.
Vice Chancellor for Extension and Engagement

University of Missouri, Lincoln University, U.S. Department of Agriculture and Local Extension Councils Cooperating
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