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Who we are

Faculty and staff Council members

Chad Howerton, Chairman 

David Woolery, Vice-chairman 

Cindy Weers, Secretary

Jon Clark, Treasurer 

Zane Myers, Farm Bureau

Joyce Vetter, Master Gardener 

Charles Wolven, Master Gardener

Taya Lenz, 4-H Council Representative 

Gina Thompson

Jim Thompson 

Darrell Wolf 

Jackie Tilford 

Sandra Bryson

Clinton County Commissioners

Joe Lear, Regional Director, Northwest Region

Debbie Davis, County Engagement Specialist, 4-H 

Youth Development

Erin Creason, 4-H Youth Program Associate

Julie Meek, Nutrition Program Associate

TJ Sethi, County Engagement Specialist, Food & 

Nutrition

Carlee Quinn, County Engagement Specialist, 

Agriculture & Livestock

Penny Crawford, Regional Coordinator, Food & 

Nutrition Education Program

Connie Griffith, Program Manager, Food & 

Nutrition Education Program

Wayne Flanary, Field Specialist, Agronomy 

Jim Humphrey, Field Specialist, Livestock

Jim Crawford, Field Specialist, Agriculture 

Engineering

Kathi Mecham, Field Specialist, Horticulture

Katie Pemberton, Field Specialist, Human 

Development

Rebecca Lobina, Business Development, SBDC 

Delia Marin, SBD,PTAC Counselor at UMKC

Mat Owens

Office Manager 

MU Extension

2021 Rookie of 

the Year Award

Congratulations!

Patrick Clark

Presiding

Richard Riddell
2nd District

Jay Bettis

1st District



Budget and more

Appropriations budget
Income

County Appropriations 10,000

Total Income

Expenses

Salary

Payroll Expenses

Travel

Postage

Advertising

Rental Space

Copy Service

Supplies/Service/Trash

4-H Activities & Expenses

Insurance

Repairs/ Maintenance

Total Expense

10,000

2078.68

21122.06

714.00

394.05

1003.65

1656.16

19.36

1300.60

60.00

642.00

10.98

10,001.12

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.

Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government. Federal and state money,

through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, training costs, computers and 

communication equipment. County funds support the local office, secretarial and youth assistant salaries, staff mileage

and council expenses. The Clinton County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to express our appreciation

to the Clinton County Commissioners for their continued support of extension programs.

Local Support

Did you know you can donate directly to Clinton County Extension with a gift to be 

used immediately or as an endowment contribution for long term efforts. Monies put 

into the endowment are left forever to earn interest with the county office benefiting

each year. You can also direct your donation to a specific program such as 4-H or

Master Gardeners.

The voters of Clinton County approved a new tax levy April  6, 

2021, to ensure future funding for Clinton County MU Extension   

The Citizens for Clinton County Extension promoted the value 

of MU Extension programming and services throughout the 

county reaching out to Clinton County Extension, 4-H and MU 

alumni; civic organizations;  neighbors and friends with 

informative materials and conversations.

The tax  rate of $0.0375 per $100 property valuation was 

determined by the Council to provide adequate funding to meet 

the goals of not only the current but the future Clinton County 

Extension.  The revenue generated annually will sustain the 

research-based resources, programming and services from the 

University of Missouri for the benefit of improving the lives of 

Clinton County citizens.

The passage of the tax reinforced the respect and value the 

Clinton County citizens hold for MU Extension in Clinton County 

from its history, current activities and future expectations.



Educational Access & Excellence

SNAP-Ed Public Value Statement 2021 

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Education (SNAP-Education or SNAP-Ed) brought $9,646,109 

in federal funds to Missouri.  The funds support engagement with 485,010 Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program (SNAP) recipients and eligible citizens of Missouri.  There were 321,372 direct educational contacts.  

This year we had 1,383,799 indirect educational contacts through newsletters, health fairs, food pantries, and 

the Show Me Nutrition helpline. 4644 direct and indirect contacts were made in Clinton County.  

Participants in SNAP-Ed learn the importance of making healthier meals and snack choices, eating breakfast 

more often, are more willing to try new foods, increase their physical activity, and make healthier food choices.  

Those who practice healthy eating and are physically active are more likely to contribute to a healthy labor force 

and enjoy a high quality of life throughout the lifespan. 

This vital programming effort also reduces healthcare costs over the participant’s lifetime, saving taxpayer 

money in reduced public healthcare benefits and insurance premiums.  

During 2021, 4644 youth and adults were served through schools, community groups and agencies. The 

following is a list of the locations where participants were served in Clinton County: Parkview Elementary, 

Plattsburg Head Start, Lathrop Elementary, Cameron Food Pantry, ClinCo Sheltered Industries, Clinton County 

Senior Center, Lathrop Food Pantry, Plattsburg Food Pantry, Gower Community Food Pantry and Clinton 

County Health Department.

Julie Meek, Clinton County Nutrition Program Associate, 

shared this success story demonstrating local impact:

The five food groups from MyPlate and the importance of 

exercise were both discussed while teaching nutrition classes 

during summer school at Lathrop Elementary in Clinton County. 

Younger students were very interested and excited to learn what 

each food group did for their bodies and what foods were in each 

group. They also learned different ways to eat those foods. Older 

students asked for healthy alternatives for favorite snacks that 

they learned were high in sugar, sodium, or fat. They also 

wanted to know if there are ways to take a snack containing high 

fat, sodium, or sugar like boxed macaroni and cheese and make 

it healthier. Working together students decided they could make 

their own from scratch by using whole wheat macaroni, skim 

milk and low-fat cheddar cheese. Not only did it lower fat and 

sodium, but it also cut down the preservatives the boxed 

macaroni and cheese contained. In the short time we were 

together students said they liked being more aware of what they 

were eating for snacks and meals so they could make better 

choices. Students now understand the importance of eating from 

all five food groups from MyPlate and getting at least one hour of 

exercise every day to feel good and to continue to develop a 

strong healthy body now and in the future.



Educational Access & Excellence



Educational Access & Excellence

Sheep & Goat Production, Jennifer Lutes, Agriculture Field Specialist, 

Southwest Region ANR                                                                        

Through a partnership between MU Extension and Lincoln Extension spring and 

fall sheep and goat production courses were held online in 2021 with 489 

attendees from 60 counties including Clinton county. Attendees learned about a 

wide selection of topics that included: animal selection, financial implications of 

multiple births, nutrition and reproductive management, pasture management, 

record keeping and use during culling, and winter nutrition.  There were three 

Clinton County participants.

                             
                      

                   

Missouri’s Fence Law is very complex for several reasons. One, there are two laws in the state and people confuse 

which law is in their county. Second,  landowners that purchase land do not get educated nor investigate the law so 

need to become aware when an issue or conflict arises. One hundred thirty (130) persons throughout the state 

attended in person or by zoom in 2021 on the law and how it impacts them as landowners. Additionally, more than 

100 questions are received each year on fence and boundary issues throughout the state. Over 90% of attendees 

recommend this program to others every year. Several attendees learn where to find additional resources (MU 

Extension), what law is in place where their land is located and that there are 2 fence laws in Missouri depending on 

where the land is located. Several plan to meet with their neighbors to discuss this law within the next 12 months. 

The programs impact is over $83,000 in Missouri based on the current cost of legal fees at $300 per hour. Clinton 

County had 2021 four participants in this program.

Missouri’s Complicated Fence Law Continues to be a Hot, Disputed Topic   

Joseph Koenen, County Engagement Specialist, Northeast Region ANR

Several interested landowners listen to the fence law 

education program at their local site. The program has 

drawn large crowds over the years with several folks 

attending multiple times. 

A Beef Scale, Cow Size and Cow/Calf Record Research Project began in

Northwest Missouri in Spring 2020. comparing individual and whole-herd

production data. Northwest Regional Livestock Field Specialists been

collecting individual weights, body condition scores, disposition scores,

days pregnant, age, and breed on over 500 cows in eleven different herds

and birthdates, sex, dam, sire, and weights on their respective calves. The

project is designed to support producers in determining the optimum cow

size for their respective operations. One of the performance records we

are trying to develop for producers is the pounds of calf weaned, per

breeding-age female exposed (lbs. calf weaned/breeding age female

exposed) at breeding time. This gives a very good indication of breeding

performance, fertility, and nutrition on their respective operations. Based

on individual weights from the cows and calves, we can determine calf

weight as percent of cow weight. Early data collection on these 500 plus

cows has shown cow weights ranging from 662 to 1,730 pounds and body

condition scores of 2 (very thin) to 9 (very fat). Typically, we hear

producers say they have 1,200 pound cows, when they are in a body

condition score of 5. This project will help inform beef producers of their

actual cow sizes, thus helping them better decide which breeding age

females need to be in each pasture or herd, as well as which breeding age

females should be culled.

Jim Humphrey, Livestock 

Specialist Northwest Region, ANR

MU Feedlot School Classroom 

session August 2021



Educational Access & Excellence

Regional MiG (Management Intensive Grazing) Schools: Since 1990, Missouri has been educating farmers 

about the principles and practices of MiG through grazing schools. The first schools were held at the University of 

Missouri (MU) Forage Systems Research Center in north Missouri. In an effort to make the schools more 

accessible to Missouri grazers, regional grazing schools taught by MU Extension Field Specialists and Missouri’s 

Natural Resources Conservation Service personnel began in 1993. Over 650 regional schools have been held in 

all parts of the state and nearly 19,000 people have been educated through this long running program. The 

Northwest Missouri school is three days long and includes classroom sessions, field exercises and  

visiting two farms using MiG. Impact on Missouri’s Economy: Planned grazing systems are a well-utilized 

practice in the Missouri Department of Natural Resources (DNR) cost share program. These systems can include 

water development, installation of interior fences to divide large pastures, inter-seeding legumes and applying 

limestone to raise the soil pH to an optimum level. Attending a MiG School is required for participation in 

state cost share grazing programs. Since the inception of the program in 1990, over 11,000 practices have 

been implemented with more than $40 million of financial assistance from the Missouri DNR program. Surveys of 

past participants indicate that implementing MiG increased beef cattle production by 22 percent on the 

same acres which had been continuously grazed. They reported benefits of increased carrying capacity, more 

grazing days, less feed and hay used, improved forage quality, less time and labor, increased soil fertility, 

improved health and conception rates of cattle and ease of handling cattle. All of this translates into a $125 million 

annual impact on  Missouri’s economy.   

2021 NW Missouri Grazing School attendees, 
conducting a pasture evaluation, on a management 
intensive grazing system in Andrew County, 
Missouri.



4-H and Positive Youth Development

As Clinton County 4-H Youth Development Specialist, Debbie Davis facilitates the 4-H and youth program in 
Clinton County working directly with the Youth Program Associate (YPA), Erin Creason 2021, to deliver a 

comprehensive positive youth development program to 4-H members and community youth.

Clinton County Missouri 4-H Hall of Fame Inductee, Gwen Mayes

Gwen Mayes was a 10-year 4-H member, State 4-H Council representative and 

1985 IFYE delegate to Denmark. As a volunteer she has served as a club leader 

for the Lathrop Shamrock 4-H Club for 22 years, helping to revitalize the club and 

increase membership. Gwen serves on the Clinton County 4-H Council and as 

the Clinton County 4-H Shooting Sports outreach coordinator and archery 

instructor. She has led numerous 4-H community service projects including 

Adopt-A-Highway, Christmas caroling, and a butterfly garden at the community 

sports field. She also serves as a chaperone for several local and state camps 

and conferences. Gwen has built lifelong friendships through 4-H, including her 

host family in Denmark, and loves traveling and learning along her 4-H journey.  

Thank you Gwen!

Clinton County 4-H 

Clinton County 4-H serves 130  youths through 

four organized clubs, one SPIN club, school 

enrichment, camps and community activities. The 

county 4-H clubs offer long-term educational 

experiences in which members learn life skills 

such as decision making, public speaking and 

working with others. 4-H youths learned by doing 

under the guidance of 40 screened adult 

volunteers, who teach projects ranging from 

computer science and arts to animal science and 

healthy living. Clubs also involve youth in 

community service, camping and educational trips. 

Volunteers are the core of the 4-H Program.  They help to create, support and deliver educational programs and 

experiences.  Missouri 4-H volunteers report contributing on average 100 hours per year to the program. Valuing 

their time at $28.54 per hour (Independent Sector, 2021), the contribution of Clinton County 4-H volunteers was 

worth more than $37,102 in 2021.  More importantly, these individuals serve as role models and mentors for youth

Elder Jacob Halsey, 

LDS service 

volunteer, in his 

second year with 

Clinton County MU 

Extension, taught 

robotics classes in 

addition to many 

other service roles.

Scott Adam was the dedicated mentor and epitome of 

the 4-H volunteer in his lifetime commitment to positive 

youth development in his family, career and community 

life.

Daughter, Caroline, MO State 4-H 
Council Officer presenting award 



4-H and Positive Youth Development

What participants are saying...

As Clinton County 4-H Youth Development Specialist, Debbie Davis facilitates the 4-H and youth program in 
the county working directly with Erin Creason, 2021 Youth Program Associate (YPA), to deliver a 

comprehensive positive youth development program to 4-H members and community youth.

What participants are saying...

“What I liked most about 4-H this year was my projects, 

friends, and the leadership skills I developed.  I like 

seeing my friends at 4-H meetings and events and look 

forward to making more friends, learning, leading and 

having fun!”

Madeliene Pollard, Age 13

In 2021, Clinton County 4-H members participated in…….
❖ Club and Community Service Projects 
❖ Clinton County Contest & Exhibit Days
❖ Clinton County Livestock Shows
❖ Clinton County Shooting Sports Contests
❖ Clinton County Clover Kid Camp
❖ Clinton County Livestock Judging Team
❖ Clinton County Day of Service 9-11
❖ Clinton County 4-H Scholarship Fund Raiser Dinner
❖ Clinton County Recognition Event
❖ NW Regional Teen Council, one member
❖ NW Regional Energizer
❖ NW Regional Day of Service, 11-6
❖ Missouri State 4-H Council Officer
❖ NW 4-H Day Camps
❖ MO 4-H Area and State Livestock Judging Contests
❖ ABCD 4-H Livestock Shows
❖ Missouri State Fair Project Exhibits, Demonstrations, 

Show-Me-4-H Wares, Livestock and Horse Shows
❖ 4-H State Shooting Sports / Western Heritage Contests
❖ National 4-H Congress, Two Delegates
❖ North American International Livestock Exposition
❖ Regional, State, and National Youth Livestock Shows, 

Activities and Contests related to 4-H

Dillion Gilmer & Matthew Carlton,  
MO Delegates to 2021 National 4-H 
Congress

4-H Council Service Project Donations to Baby 
Grace at Turney UMC  



4-H and Positive Youth Development

As Clinton County 4-H Youth Development Specialist, Debbie Davis facilitates the 4-H and youth program in 
the county working directly with Erin Creason, 2021 Youth Program Associate (YPA), to deliver a 

comprehensive positive youth development program to 4-H members and community youth.

Clover Kid 
Camp Fishing

9-11 Day of Service. 4-H Breakfast 
for First Responders/Veterans. 

Videography training for 
interviewing veterans and 

capturing their stories.

“My favorite part about 4-H is learning new things 

and figuring out things that interest me.  I hope to 

find more new projects that are fun, lean more 

things, get more involved and continue doing more 

to help myself, my community and my world!”  

Layla Guthals, Age 10

What participants are saying...



County highlights

The Mayes family was selected as the Clinton County Missouri Farm 

Family by University of Missouri Extension in Clinton County and the local Farm 

Bureau. The family includes Curt, Gwen, Caroline, Jensen, Gretchen and Jake who 

manage a diversified cattle and grazing farming operation.

Each year, the Missouri State Fair sets aside a day to recognize farm 

families from across the state that are active in their communities, involved in 

agriculture, and/or participate in local outreach and extension programs such as 4-H 

or FFA.  The annual event is sponsored by five partner agencies: the Missouri Farm 

Bureau; the Missouri Department of Agriculture; the Missouri State Fair 

Commissioners; the MU College of Agriculture, Food and Natural Resources; and 

MU Extension and Engagement.

Clinton County currently has 102 farms that have received the 

honor being recognized as a Missouri Century Farm.  Since 

the program began in 1976, more than 8,000 farms have been 

recognized by MU Extension and Missouri Farm Bureau as a 

Century Farm  having been owned by family members 

continuously for 100 years.   In 2021, the George and Dorothy 

Silvius Farms and Rick DeLaney Farms received this 

outstanding honor joining the toll of Missouri Century Farms at 

the Clinton County Annual Meeting.

St. Joseph’s Farm and Home donated cleaning and disinfectant supplies 

valued at over $2400 to Clinton County MU Extension.   In December 2021, 

volunteers distributed gallons of cleaners, hand sanitizer, and wipes to the 

following Clinton County  not-for profit community agencies, organizations 

and Clinton County MU Extension partners:  Clinton County Youth Building, 

Plattsburg Community Courtyard, Plattsburg Senior Center, Plattsburg Oak 

Ridge Nursing Home, Plattsburg Second Baptist Church, Gower First 

Christian Church,  Lathrop First Christian Church, Lathrop United Methodist 

Church, Lathrop Antique Show Grounds, Lathrop Food Pantry, Lathrop Fire 

and Rescue, Lathrop VFW, Turney First United Methodist Church and Baby 

Grace Project, Cameron First Christian Church, Green Hills Women’s 

Shelter, Cameron.



County highlights

The Clinton County Master Gardeners fulfill their community service commitment 

by planting and maintaining annuals in the downtown Plattsburg containers, the 

landscaping at the courthouse, and entrance to Perkins Park.  The group is also 

responsible for the landscaping, raised beds, and butterfly boxes at the Clinton 

County Youth Building

2021 was a challenging year with most activities cancelled  due to Covid. The year began with virtual Zoom 

meetings and returned to in-person meetings and activities in the spring.  The annual May plant sale was well 

attended with strong sales and gave Master Gardeners an opportunity to answer customer’s gardening questions. 

Two educational events were hosted by the group on the topics of ‘Growing Shitake Mushrooms’ and ‘How to Go 

From Hobby to Sales.’  2022 goals include increasing membership from the Fall 2021 graduates of the Master 

Gardener training and hosting educational events at each of the county meetings.

.

Art in Empty Storefronts

Through the partnership of MU Extension Community Arts and MU’s School of Visual 

Studies’, the Art on the Move Program continues its mission for community outreach by 

presenting public exhibitions of student, alumni and faculty work in empty storefronts 

across the state so that they can exhibit their work, connect to communities, and help 

reinvigorate commercial corridors. Thank you, State Farm Insurance, for the opportunity 

to display Madalynn Olmsted’s art installation.

The Clinton County MU Extension Council announced the naming 

of its livestock pavilion to be the Scott Adam Youth Livestock 

Pavilion as a tribute to Scott.  He was the Plattsburg FFA Advisor 

and great collaborator with MU Extension and 4-H, Clinton County 

4-H Alumni, 4-H Project and Club Leader, Clinton Fair Board Past 

President and member, 4-H Parent, MO 4-H Hall of Fame Inductee, 

and over-all a great contributor to positive youth development. 

University of 

Missouri 

‘Art in Empty 

Store Fronts’

in Plattsburg



County highlights

MISSION:  As The Clinton County 

Initiative, we come together to create a 

growing economy, an inclusive and 

diverse countywide community, and a 

vibrant learning environment as the 

building blocks of a great rural life.

The Clinton County Initiative was formed in 2021 to bring together leaders from all communities and rural corners 
of Clinton County to work towards one vision...to maximize collective potential of the county.  This organization 
was founded as an outgrowth of luncheon meetings hosted by Clinton County MU Extension. The Initiative is also 
a member of Maximize Northwest Missouri, the regional vitality initiative of The Community Foundation of 
Northwest Missouri which is a partner with MU Extension.  Debbie Davis, Clinton County Engagement Specialist; 
Chad Howerton, Clinton County Extension Council Chair; and Jim Patricio, Clinton County MU Extension Council 
member are active members of the navigation leadership team.

“We are excited to be a partner in Maximize NWMO. We believe that the best way to improve the economy of the 

region is to build upon the strengths and talents of each community and working together to provide a strong 

backbone for existing and new businesses to thrive," said Joe Lear, NW regional director of MU Extension. "We 

also believe that this can be a way to enhance the existing quality of living that exists in NW Missouri and help to 

promote the region as a great place to live, work, and create new opportunities for yourself and others.“   

2021 Activities and Strategies

❖ Collecting county citizens’ input from surveys and listening meetings to learn the assets and needs

❖ Identify potential projects for building on Clinton County assets and addressing needs reflected in citizen’s 

responses, findings from county civic and community organizations, and community development research 

❖ Develop collaborative short-term and long-range plans to influence economic, community, and cultural growth

Project OVERCOME

“This a great project for Clinton County and for communities around the 

country where access to high-speed connectivity is not available due to 

the cost of that ‘last mile’ of fiber, which would make it prohibitive for 

the consumer,” said Joe Lear, University of Missouri Extension 

northwest regional director. “The project allows us to evaluate an 

experimental method that may possibly bridge that last mile at a 

reasonable cost.”

Missouri Science & Technology University was awarded 

a 12-month grant in March 2021 to test a wireless 

method in areas not yet served by fiber that can reduce 

costs and expand broadband services.  The  Missouri 

site selected for the project is Turney in Clinton County, 

one of the seven sites in the United States.  The grant is 

funded by National Science Foundation and IGNITE.

The Missouri S&T team for the project is joined by 

United Electric Cooperative, United Fiber, University of 

Missouri Extension, Maximize NW MO, and JUPER 

Communications.  

Fiber broadcasting equipment mounted on Wade 

Farms elevators in Turney for Project OVERCOME.


