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Wall Bedstraw – Submitted by Charlotte Llewellyn 

Have you ever noticed a weed climbing up your trees or smothering your plants? When 

you walk by it, does it grab your leg or stick closer than your brother? Then you have 

wall bedstraw (Galium Parisiense L.). It is an invasive weed native to the 

Mediterranean. It is an annual, spread by tiny burs about the size of a BB. It is easy to 

pull and since there is no recommended herbicide, pulling or hoeing seem to be a 

homeowner’s only recourse. Disposal should be done carefully because one little bur 

dropped will start the pain all over again.  

 

This nasty invader has covered the west coast and into Canada. It has become a 

concern to commercial growers. Why should we care about a noxious weed in 

California? It’s here, folks. In fact, it came from here.  

 

The story goes that when the pioneers were traveling across the plains, they gathered 

the bristly weed and mixed it with straw for their bedding at night. The bristles of the 

weed acted to hold the slippery straw in place, making for more comfortable cushioning. 

Researchers believe the travelers inadvertently helped the spread of this difficult weed, 

sort of like Johnny Appleseed. The big difference is, Johnny spread something 

beneficial.  

 

 

 



Blueberries – Submitted by J.J. Leek  

 

Blueberries, wonderful blue balls of juicy goodness!  Blueberries can be one of the more 

challenging fruits to grow due to their pH and moisture requirements. They have shallow 

roots which do not like the soil that is too dry and they definitely don’t like standing 

water. The pH needs to be more acidic, around 5.0.  After taking classes and killing 

many blueberry plants over the years I have found that fertilizing at least 3 times each 

year with ammonium sulfate provides the nitrogen and sulfur requirements of the 

plants. Nitrogen helps with new growth which should be achieved each year and sulfur 

helps keep the pH low. I begin fertilizing at the end of March and make another 

application at the end of April and May. One more application could be done at the end 

of June but no more fertilizer should be applied for the year since the new growth would 

not be tough enough to withstand winter temps. Do this yearly fertilizer application 

schedule every year.   

 

Blueberry varieties grown are classified as northern or southern high bush. Some of the 

varieties I have had success with are Ozarkblue and Summitt, both are southern high 

bush. This year I am planting Toro and Chandler, both northern high bush plants which 

are known for the large berry size. Just a tip: when marketing blueberries, it takes a lot 

less berries to fill the pint containers when they are larger in size.  Also, the customers 

like the larger size since it is more visually appealing.  

 

Over the years I have found several nurseries that sell quality blueberry plants at 

reasonable prices relatively close to us. These nurseries are Pense Nursery and 

Simmons Plant Farm in Mountainburg, Arkansas and Bluegrass Blueberries in 

Kentucky. Last fall I ordered small 6-8” plants for around $2.00 each from Bluegrass 

Blueberries. I potted them up with a mixture of peat moss and potting soil and 

overwintered them outside in a raised bed and then babied them this summer to plant 

this fall.  They have grown very well and are at least 12” to 18” tall now when I am ready 

to put them in their permanent location.   

 



In February each year the blueberries need pruning. Take out a few of the oldest 

thickest of the canes each year after the plants are a few years old and cleanup any 

winter damaged stems and branches. Be sure and sterilize your clippers with bleach 

solution after each cut to control transfer of disease. If the plants are not at least two 

years old all the flowers need to be removed when they set on. You want the plant’s 

energy to go back into producing new growth for the year and not tax the plant by 

producing fruit. 

  

 

Difference one year makes.  6-8” plug (right) and plant one year later (left).    



Fun Facts 
 

 

Vanilla flavoring comes from the pod of an orchid, Vanilla planifolia. Though the pods 

are called vanilla beans, they are more closely related to corn than green beans. 

 

 

 

Poinsettias, natives of Mexico, were brought 

to the United States in 1825 by the first U.S. 

minister to Mexico, Joel Poinsett, for whom 

the plant is named.  

 

 

 

From a botanical standpoint, avocados and pumpkins are fruits, not vegetables, 

because they bear the plants' seeds. Rhubarb, on the other hand, is a vegetable.  

 

https://www.bhg.com/gardening/plant-dictionary/vegetable/pumpkin/
https://www.bhg.com/gardening/plant-dictionary/vegetable/rhubarb/


 

 

 

 

Apple is 25% air, that is why it floats on water!                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Oak trees don’t produce acorns  

until they are 50 years old! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Information from: https://www.bhg.com/gardening/yard/garden-care/fun-facts-about-plants/ 

and https://www.funfactsabout.net/plant-facts/  

 

https://www.bhg.com/gardening/yard/garden-care/fun-facts-about-plants/
https://www.funfactsabout.net/plant-facts/


 

Newsletter 

Since March of 2018, I have enjoyed creating the CCMG e-newsletter. In doing so, I 

have learned so much on a variety of topics and it also afforded me the opportunity to 

get to know several CCMG members. The encouragement and positive feedback I 

received throughout my tenure was much appreciated.  

 

Now it is time to pass the torch to another member and I know there are several 

creative and innovative individuals in our group who can further develop and enhance 

our newsletter. My last newsletter will be December 30, 2019. If you have any interest in 

the newsletter, please contact Jennifer Ailor.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cartoon Submissions – by Charlotte Llewellyn





 


