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Budget and more

Appropriations budget

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.

Local Support

Income

County Appropriations 40,000.00

Total Income 40,000.00

Expenses

Salaries/Benefits 29,768.94

Payroll Expenses 2,453.39

Travel 4,332.86

Postage 198.00

Telephone 964.96

Advertising 206.28

Publishing/Printing 1,010.69

Office Supplies/Service 226.41

Insurance 1,866.10

Extension Council Elec 203.98

Total Expenses 41,231.61

➢ MU Extension faculty, staff, Extension Council 

members, and volunteers worked to spread 

knowledge and resources throughout Chariton 

County in 2024 including programming during 

each of the following:

• Pumpkin Festival

• Goose Festival

• Sterling Price Day

• Pecan Festival

• Land Learning Family Day

• Government Day

• Chicks in the Classroom/Embryology

• Clover Kids Camp

• Babysitting Clinic

• Drivers Education

• Summer STEM enrichment

• Salisbury Senior Center

• Chariton County Health Center

Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government. Federal and state money, 

through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, training costs, computers and 

communication equipment. County funds support the local office, secretarial and youth assistant salaries, staff 

mileage and council expenses.

The Chariton County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to express our appreciation to the Chariton 

County Commissioners for their continued support of extension programs.

Did you know you can donate directly to Chariton County Extension with a gift to 

be used immediately or as an endowment contribution for long term efforts. 

Monies put into the endowment are left forever to earn interest with the county 

office benefiting each year. You can also direct your donation to a specific 

program such as 4-H or Master Gardeners.

Chariton County Partners



Missouri 4-H Positive Youth Development

Chariton County 4-H

​In 2024, Chariton County 4-H served over 550 youth through various programs, including 

community clubs, school enrichment, and summer camps. 

The involvement of more than 19 volunteers highlights the community's support and engagement 

in educational programs.

Chariton County participated in various 4-H camps and activities, including a three-day camp with 

13 campers, 2 counselors, and 4 volunteers from Chariton County, fostering youth development 

and community involvement. 

Chariton County Shooting Sports program as 

grow in the past few year due to these 

exceptional leaders. Kevin Fischer, Eljay Noel, 

Doug Cruse, Eric Stallo, Dennis Speichinger, & 

Randy Harris. This year Chariton had 42 youth 

enrolled in 85 shooting sports projects.  

In 2024, 11 Chariton youth attended the State 

4-H Shoot in 4 different disciplines and came 

home with 8 top 10 ribbons and 1st and 2nd place 

individual finishers plus 1st and 2nd place teams.
2024 4-H Camp 
was held June 3 

- 6 at Heit's 
Point in 

Lincoln, MO. 

Youth 
participating in 
a variety of fun 

learning 
opportunities 

including crafts, 
swimming, 

sing-alongs and 
STEM activities.

PIG OUT with 4-H was this year's 

Clover Kid Camp theme.  Youth 

ages 5 thru 7 were split into groups 

and attended various stations 

where they decorated PIG cookies 

before petting and learned about 

caring for pigs. Activities also 

included making a piggy bank, 

hearing a story about a pig and 

having pigs-in-the-banket for lunch.



Missouri 4-H Positive Youth Development

Chariton County Fair & State Fair

• More than 245 exhibits were submitted by 4-H 

members, with 165 youth participating

• The Chariton County Mayors volunteered their time 

to each select their top exhibit – each received an 

inaugural Mayor’s Choice Award

Missouri State Fair:

• 44 projects in the 4-H Building

• State Shooting Sports had 11 youth participants from 

Chariton County with one 1st place, two 2nd place, 

and a Team 1st and 2nd place awards in Archery and 

Smallbore Riffle (.22)

4-H In-School & Outreach

In 2024, Chariton 4-H continued its strong engagement 

with area schools, festivals, and summer activities. 

• 30 youth were a part of the STEM summer enrichment 

– a new activity secured from state 4-H grant funding. 

This program provided hands on robotics and design 

projects that required youth to cultivate critical thinking, 

creativity, and problem-solving with a technical guide

• Embryology and county festival booths kept youth 

learning with new topics such as a Poison Look-a-Like 

display



Health & Human Sciences

Extension Tax Schools
University of Missouri Extension ag economics department and ag business specialists worked together 

to coordinate Extension Tax Schools, designed for those who prepare taxes including enrolled agents, 

tax preparers, CPAs, individuals, and attorneys.  

The training included updates on legislation, rulings and cases, individual taxpayer issues, agricultural 

and natural resources topics, and other tax related issues. 

The 2024 school attendance totaled 350 people. Six participants were from Chariton County.  

Business & Community

One-on-one Counseling 

Continues to Make Impacts 

Individualized consultations supported 

ag producers across the state throughout 

2024. Many clients were in specialty 

crop production and lacked resources 

and information needed to be successful. 

One-on-one support in 2024 included:

• Missouri Ag Food and Forestry 

Innovation Center

• Missouri Socially Disadvantaged 

Farm and Rancher 2501Team to 

One Coaching

• Heartland Regional Food Center 

Technical Assistance Provider

Katie Neuner, Agriculture Business 

Specialist, undertook efforts resulting in 

127 counseling sessions totaling 60 

hours of contact time, and over $500,000 

in requested grant funds. This resulted in 

realized financial gains of $43,480 to 

producers with other grants still pending. 

In 2024, Jim Crawford, Agricultural Engineering Specialist, 

helped NW Missouri learn easy, low-cost ways to reduce 

their energy consumption and thus their energy bills 

through weatherization or renewable energy. 

This included:

• Energy conservation /weatherization – Steps and 

processes people can use to reduce their energy costs 

at home.

• Renewable energy – home and commercial scale 

wind and solar energy production systems, including 

how a large, commercial scale solar or wind farm 

can affect property values, family and lifestyle.

Weatherization and renewable Energy

Neighborhood Leadership Academy
Neighborhood Leadership Academy (NLA) is a 10-week community development leadership program that 

provides participants with the skills, confidence, and strategies to plan and implement projects in their own 

communities. Participants 

come from across the entire state and meet virtually using 

Zoom. The program provides participants with 30 

hours of educational instruction, group and individual 

coaching that will assist them with completing their project. 

Participants that complete the program are eligible to apply 

for mini-grants to support their projects. 

What participants said about NLA:
“I enjoyed the breakout sessions. Although we are from all different backgrounds, communities, we all want 

the same things in our communities.”



Health & Human Sciences

Fall Prevention Programs Aids Adult Missourians

In Chariton, Ray, Carroll, Saline and Lafayette counties, 

about 20% of the population is 65 years or older. Less than 

half of these older adults have places to go for exercise.

In 2024, Sue Robison, Nutrition & Health Specialist, brought 

exercise to the Salisbury Senior Center, which hosted 9 

participants during a Stay Strong, Stay Health program.

Stay Strong Stay Healthy is an 8-week program designed to 

improve balance, enhance flexibility, reduce stress, lift 

depression, and lower health risks through strength 

training.  The program utilizes light hand and ankle weights 

to achieve these results. 

Food Preservation has gained interest as 

families seek solutions to food insecurity and 

the desire to for locally grown foods. Many are 

turning to preserving their own produce to 

ensure access to fresh, healthy options year-

round.

At sessions held near Chariton County in 

2024, participants engage in hands-on learning 

and acquired essential skills in:

• Utilizing pressure canners 

• Understanding water bathing techniques

• Knowing when to use pectin

• Recognizing unsafe substitutions for food 

preservation

Above: Health and Nutrition Specialist Sue Robison is instructing 
how a water bath preserves foods.

Home Food Preservation

“You are standing so 

much straighter, and 

you do not struggle 

coming in. Be proud of 

your hard work.”

Senior Center Observer

Many older adults worry about falling and losing their independence. Not being active enough 

can make them more likely to fall and cause other health problems.  



Health & Human Sciences

SNAP-Education in 2024

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 

Program Education (SNAP-Education or 

SNAP-Ed) brought $11,145,237 in federal 

funds to Missouri.  The funds support 

engagement with 74,864 Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 

recipients and eligible citizens of Missouri 

who learned about being active and 

healthy eating on a budget.  This year we 

had 1,164,143 indirect educational 

contacts through newsletters, health fairs, 

food pantries, and the Show Me Nutrition 

helpline. 

757 direct and indirect contacts were made in Chariton County. 

Participants in SNAP-Ed learn the importance of making healthier meals and snack choices, 

eating breakfast more often, are more willing to try new foods, increase their physical activity, 

and make healthier food choices.  Those who practice healthy eating and are physically active 

are more likely to contribute to a healthy labor force and enjoy a high quality of life throughout 

the lifespan.

This vital programming effort also reduces healthcare costs over the participant’s lifetime, saving 

taxpayer money in reduced public healthcare benefits and insurance premiums.

Schools Agencies

Brunswick Elementary Chariton County Health Center
Keytesville Elementary Salisbury Senior Center

Companion Gardening & Hydroponics
At multiple events this year, MU Extension Horticulture Specialist, Kathi Mecham, showcased 

Companion Gardening & Hydroponics – often tools for home gardeners interested in growing 

their own food.

Attendees learned how companion planting helps support natural pest control, as many pests 

typically prefer monocultures - plants 

• Helps attract beneficial insects & 

pollinators

• Improves soil fertility and 

structure

• Allows for crop rotation and 

healthier soil

of a single variety. It also:



Health & Human SciencesAgriculture & Environment

Tar Spot Education

Tar spot was 

a common 

topic for MU 

Extension 

Agronomy 

Specialists, in 

2024. Tar spot 

can cause 

severe yield 

loss on 

susceptible 

hybrids. While 

Missouri has 

experienced

some extremely high temperatures this 

year, evenings in many weeks were 

milder and caused the disease to 

continue spreading. The pathogen can 

survive Missouri winters. Industry Reps in 

NW Missouri submitted this picture of tar 

spot in corn. Industry groups and MU 

Extension have a good working 

relationship sharing information of what is 

happening in the field.

In 2024, MU Extension Livestock Specialists 

were able to enroll seven cooperators from 

northwest Missouri in the Grasslands 

Partnership with University of Tennessee. 

Through this partnership, MU Extension brings 

over $140,000 to support these seven 

operations in enhancing their grazing 

operations over the next four years.

Livestock Grazing Grant

Private Pesticide Applicator 

Training

During this training held in 2024, 

participants learned about safe handling of 

pesticides, proper mixing, calibration 

techniques, environmental ramifications of 

improper mixing or careless application, 

and more as it pertains to protective wear, 

records, and pest management. 

In 2024, 26 agricultural producers in 

Chariton County were trained and licensed 

to purchase and apply restricted use 

pesticides with Agronomy Specialist, 

Valerie Tate.



Health & Human SciencesAgriculture & Environment

Show-Me Quality Assurance is a youth program intended 
to increase the knowledge and awareness of Missouri 
youth about food quality issues related to animal 
production.

Topics covered in this hands-on, interactive program 
include perceived safety, wholesomeness, and nutritional 
value of food products influence consumer-buying 
decisions. If consumers are not confident a product is of 
the highest quality they have come to expect, they will not 
purchase it.  

• Statewide, more than 36,500 youth have been certified, 
with 15 youth in Chariton county attending in 2024 

• Resulted in an average savings of $3.00 to $5.00 per 
head by reducing herd health expenses and providing a 
safe food product

• Participants have increased their knowledge about food 
quality and animal well-being by 2.5 points on a 1-5 
scale

Show-Me-Quality Assurance (SMQA)

Soil Testing Inquires

In 2024, 8 soil 

samples were 

processed through 

the Chariton office 

analyzed by the MU 

Soil Testing Lab.

Soil testing is a valuable tool for farmers and gardeners. It is a process used to estimate the 

ability of the soil to support plant growth. Samples submitted to the University of Missouri Soil 

Testing Lab are analyzed for pH and nutrients including phosphorus, potassium, calcium and 

magnesium. Soil can also be tested for micronutrients including sulfur, zinc, manganese, iron 

and copper. Valerie Tate, Agronomy Specialist, & Kathi Mecham, Horticulture Specialist, are 

available to help interpret results.

The objectives of the MU Soil Testing Lab are: 

• to help farmers  and gardeners make effective use of 

fertilizer to increase their financial returns; 

• benefit society with improved environment and water 

quality through efficient use of fertilizer on farms, lawns 

and gardens; 

• to ensure public and private labs are providing reliable 

and quality soil test results to the citizens of Missouri.



County highlights

Participating in local events such as the Brunswick Pecan Festival 

and supporting farmers through initiatives like the MO Crunch Off 

also demonstrate MU Extension’s commitment to community 

engagement. These local events not only allow opportunities to 

educate and promote local programs but foster connections to the 

communities served by MU Extension.

“Show-Me How Missouri Operates” was a big hit with youth and 
adults both locally and at the Missouri State Fair.  

Participates learned facts about Missouri while playing “Operation”. 

In 2024, the game board started off teaching and entertaining 

individuals at the Missouri State Fair 4-H Building , then Sterling 

Price Days and the Pumpkin Festival, before making its way other 

places in nearby counties. This was the brainchild of Becky 

Bentley, YPA, and with the help of Jeff DeWeese and Peggy Rice, 

it came to life.

Government Day

More than 90 students from Chariton County 

schools attend the 30th Annual Chariton County 

Government Day. At this event, students toured 

county offices, hearing first-hand about the 

duties and responsibilities of each office. They 

also participated in a mock trial.  At the end of 

the day, a trivia event was used to test they 

youth’s knowledge about county government. 

Government Day, hosted by the Chariton 4-H team, has been recognized on 
both state and national levels.

Extension Outreach & Engagement
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