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Dear Friends of the University of Missouri Extension,

The University of Missouri faculty, staff and Carroll County MU Extension Council would like to thank the 
Carroll County Commissioners for their continued support and funding for programming in 2021. 
Faculty, staff and county council remain committed to carrying out the University of Missouri’s land-
grant mission to improve lives, communities and economies by producing relevant, reliable and 
responsive educational programs and partnerships that enhance the resources and research of the 
University of Missouri System. 

MU Extension is a partnership of the four University of Missouri campuses, Lincoln University, MU 
Health, the people of Missouri through county extension councils, and the National Institute for Food 
and Agriculture of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (NIFA). This report is a brief overview of some of 
the educational programs conducted by extension specialists and educational associates for the citizens 
of Carroll County. 

This annual report is not intended to give the full scope of all the activities in the county; instead 
providing information regarding the major programming efforts for the citizens of Carroll County. 

We would like to thank all of our volunteers, elected council members and staff who make MU 
Extension in Carroll County a reality. Without their support, the Carroll County Extension Center would 
not operate at its highest level. 
We look forward to 2022, as we continue to address a wide range of needs that fall into three grand 
challenges for the state of Missouri and Carroll County: economic opportunity, educational excellence, 
and healthy futures.

Thank you.



Who we are

Faculty and staff Council members

County commissioners

Chairman
Sue Lightfoot Horine

Elected Member Term ends 2022
Vice-chairman

Allen McDowell
Elected Member                                                 Term ends 2022

Secretary
Barbara Lyon

Appointed Member                                             Term ends 2023
Treasurer

Megan Kipping
Elected Member                                                   Term ends 2023

Appointed  Members
Everett Shields (Commissioner)                         Term ends 2023
Zach Grossman (MFA)                                         Term ends 2023
Joe Don McGaugh (City of Carrollton)              Term ends 2023

Elected  Members

Beverly Hilton                                                       Term ends 2023
Candy Schlueter                                                   Term ends 2023
Cody Albert                                                           Term ends 2023
Mary Jane Phillips                                                Term ends 2022
Ruth Owen                                                            Term ends 2022
Samuel Kruse                                                        Term ends 2023
Terry Bell                                                               Term ends 2023 
Tiffany McMullin Term ends 2023

Everett Shields sworn in as Appointed 
Extension Council Member.

MU Extension Carroll County 4-H Youth 
Council Leader

Ruby Schmidt

PRESIDING COMMISSIONER
STAN FALKE

ASSOCIATE COMMISSIONER
EVERETT SHIELDS

ASSOCIATE COMMISSIONER
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Budget and more

Appropriations budget

Return on investment

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.
Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government. Federal and state 
money, through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, training costs, computers 
and communication equipment. County funds support the local office, secretarial and youth assistant 
salaries, staff mileage and council expenses.

The Carroll County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to express our appreciation to the Carroll 
County Commissioners for their continued support of extension programs.

Local Support
Did you know you can donate directly to Carroll County Extension with a gift 
to be used immediately or as an endowment contribution for long term 
efforts. Monies put into the endowment are left forever to earn interest with 
the county office benefiting each year. You can also direct your donation to a 
specific program such as 4-H or Master Gardeners.

Key outcomes and numbers

School closing, office closings and local Health 
Department protocols MU Extension continued to 
brings the programs, services and classes to our Carroll 
County Citizens.

2597
Total Educational Contacts

215
Farm Production and Gardening Contacts

2, 381
Healthy Aging, Living Well, Strengthening families and 

Youth Development Contacts.

1
Assisted new business startup

1
State 4-H Livestock Judging Team

 Donations 14,000

 Program Revenue 4,087

 University System 100,000



Economic Opportunity

Volunteer Income Tax Service assisted Carroll County Citizens.
VITA Tax Preparation
Voluntary Income Tax Assistance was offered in northwest Missouri. MU Extension Specialist and community 
volunteers offered tax preparation sites to clients across the Northwest Missouri Region. In 2021, 158 federal and 
state tax returns were filed, in northwest Missouri. Clients were counseled on ways to reduce tax burden through 
education credits and savers credits. Specialists helped several Saline County clients file their returns to claim their 
Economic Impact Payments and many had Earned Income Tax Credits. Many of these clients may have not filed taxes 
without our services. Total Federal Returns for the clients serviced by the regional team was $146,218, with an 
average return of $1,478. The total state return was $33,057, with an average of $340 per tax payer.
Many clients are repeat customers. They trust us to file their returns with accuracy, privacy and to treat them with 
respect and dignity. Through this program MU Extension trains community volunteers to offer the service and are 
looking forward to growing this program in the future.

Extension Tax Schools
University of Missouri Extension ag economics department and ag business specialists worked together to coordinate 
one summer and two fall tax schools. One school was in person and two were online via Zoom. The schools were 
designed for those who prepare taxes including enrolled agents, tax preparers, CPAs, individuals and attorneys.  

The training included updates on legislation, rulings and cases, individual taxpayer issues, agricultural and natural 
resources topics, IRS rules and regulations, business issues, retirement issues, real estate tax issues, payroll and tax 
credit issues, QBI deductions, trusts and estates, and ethics. The schools were approved for 8 and 16 hours of 
continuing education credit by the IRS, Missouri Bar and for CFP continuing education.  Total continuing education 
hours reported to IRS for the schools was 2,584 hours.

The teaching teams included a CPA and former IRS employee, an IRS certified retired ag economics professor, an 
attorney, Missouri Department of Revenue and extension ag business specialists.  

The trainings received positive evaluations and planning is underway to offer trainings in 2022.  Local county residents 
benefit when local tax preparers have the opportunity to gain knowledge, which benefits their clients and 
communities. The tax schools are a program of the ag business and policy program of MU Extension, coordinated by 
Mary Sobba with help from a team of ag business specialists throughout the state.

The resources for the schools included the IRS, National Income Tax Workbook from the Land Grant University Tax 
Education Foundation, materials written by the instructors.

The participants were from all over Missouri. The 2021 school attendance totaled two hundred sixty people with four 
being from Carroll County. 

Tracie Moore
Agriculture and Environment
Phone: 660-288-3239
Email: mooretra@missouri.edu



Educational Access & Excellence

Agronomy Programs enhanced Famer’s knowledge.

Private Pesticide Applicator Training

This training educated crop producers for safe 
handling and application of restricted use 
pesticides. Participants learned about pest 
identification, economic thresholds and injury 
levels, emergency planning procedure and the 
environmental ramification of improper pesticide 
application. This help to protect and enhance 
natural resources and water quality in Carroll 
County and the state of Missouri. 

Picture 1. Carroll County residents participated in private pesticide applicator training at 
Carrollton Public Library, Carrollton, MO.
Soil, Plant and Water Sample Test, On-site Farm Visit
Extension office receives soil, plant and water samples from local people and send to soil testing lab. 
Field specialist in agronomy receives the test report and provide recommendation and interpretation 
to the clients. Specialists also visit crop, pasture, fruit and vegetable production farms to identify or 
diagnose the issues and provide research-based management options to the client. Timely diagnosis 
of issues in the farm helps farmers to save their crops, increase farmer’s knowledge and awareness 
to adopt good agricultural practices (GAP). This helps to increase net farm income by increasing crop 
productivity and reducing production cost. The increased local economy in Carroll County 
contributes to the better Missouri state’s economy.
Virtual Programs in 2021
Due to COVID-19, most of the MU Extension programs were virtual in 2021. Some of the virtual 
programs we organized in 2021 were:
•Northern Missouri Soils and Crops Conference
•Tomato Production Workshop 
•Garlic production workshop
•Workshop on Soil Management and Winterizing Garden 
•Workshop on Composting
•Forage-livestock Weekly Townhall
•Horticulture Weekly Townhall
Monthly County News
Prepared Carroll County monthly news - highlighted the MU extension ag events. Also provided the 
research based scientific information on field and forage crop production. 
Radio Talks and Newsletter Articles
Prepared radio talks and sent to local radio station about extension ag programs and information 
related to field and forage crop production in Missouri. Also published few newsletter articles in local 
newspaper about extension ag programs and information related to field and forage crop production. 

Dhruba Dhakal
FIELD SPECIALIST IN AGRONOMY
Phone:573) 581-3231
E-mail: dhakald@missouri.edu

mailto:dhakald@missouri.edu


Educational Access & Excellence

Carroll County Horticulture Programs

Kathi Mecham 
FIELD SPECIALIST HORTICULTURE           
Phone: 660-542-1792
Email: mechamk@missouri.edu

Horticulture Town Hall 

Objective: “To provide horticulture education for Carroll 
County residents to help increase vegetable and fruit 
production, improve soil quality, and practice safe and 
effective pest management practices.” 

Horticulture topics included seed starting, vegetable and fruit 
production, lawn and turf, soil health, insect identification, 
care of ornamental plants, water conservation, weather 
updates, and other seasonal horticulture topics. 

Between 80-100 Missouri residents join the virtual program 
each week. Both state and regional specials provide 
presentations and answer questions live.  99% of respondents 

agreed or strongly agreed they learned a lot about gardening.
The program is made available streaming Zoom live, YouTube 
live and is also recorded to reach as many Missouri’s as 
possible. 

Program Outcomes and Impacts 

37% of participants reported they changed a gardening 
technique due to the information provided. Examples include-
• More focus on native plants and encouraging pollinators
• Pest management practices 
• More container vegetable gardening 
• Trying Paw Paw production 
• Treating tomato fungus differently 

Soybean Festival and First Friday on the       
Square 
Objective. “Combine fun and education for youth and 

adults with hands on activities.”

Over 100 tomato plants were given away on the Carrollton 
Square. Participants learned about tomato care and 
benefits. 
The Soybean Festival was an opportunity for youth to learn 
about how plants grow and the importance of developing a 
strong root system. They made soybean necklaces to take 
home and watch the seed sprout and grow.

Pollinator Garden 
Objective. “Provide a garden to encourage beneficial 
insects for residents to learn from and enjoy.” 
This is the second year for the pollinator garden. It 
continues to be a point of interest, education and beauty 
for the community. This year topsoil was added, and the 
zinnia and marigold seed had a better chance of 
germinating. The weather was challenging but by mid-
season we had a beautiful garden for residents and 
insects alike to appreciate. 

Farmers Market 
Objective “To provide an evening addition to 

the Saturday market for citizens to have
access to fresh produce and other local items.

Residents enjoyed the Thursday evening market 
as a gathering place to socialize and purchase 
locally grown produce, baked goods and art and 
craft items. Up to six vendors  participated weekly.

What Participants are Saying

Thank you for the wonderful 
program that you are providing. I 

am a willing gardener but still have 
so very much to learn. You are 

helping to fill a great void for me 
and my family

.

What Participants are Saying

It was nice to see Carroll County Extension at the 
(Soybean) festival. We hope you come back next year.

Thanks for the program, our family enjoyed it.



Health & Well-being

Carroll County
The challenges of a pandemic provided new and creative 
ways to bring MU Extension programs to Carroll County. 
The following is just a few of the programs offered in 
health and wellness. 

Matter of Balance.
A Matter of Balance Program, helps participants reduce 

their fear of falling and increase engagement in social 
and physical activity. A Matter of Balance is a nationally 
recognized program supported by the National Council 
on Aging. Prevention of a fall is much cheaper than 
treatment. Programs like A Matter of Balance can 
decrease unplanned medical costs contributing to health 
care savings. Improved health allows adults to 
confidently contribute to the local community as they 
age.  In Carroll County, this program was offered this year 
to 14 participants in 2 different locations.

Stay Strong Stay Healthy
Stay Strong, Stay Healthy program, helps participants 
increase their ability to complete activities of daily living, 
physical activity, and improve strength, balance and 
flexibility, resulting in reduced risk for falls, better overall 
health and greater independence. These health benefits 
decrease the likelihood of a participant losing 
independence and entering a care facility, which costs on 
average $58,000 per year in Missouri. The money saved 
benefits a community by keeping more discretionary 
income in circulation locally. It also keeps people actively, 
independently contributing to society and their 
communities longer.  MU Extension partnered with the 
Carroll County Area YMCA to bring this program to 11 
participants.

Walk with Ease- When you support MU Extension’s Walk 
with Ease program, you help participants improve their 
quality of life through physical activity. Walk With Ease is 
an evidence-based program that has been proven to help 
people with arthritis or other related conditions reduce 
pain, increase balance, strength and walking pace, and 
improve overall health.  One of the 6 participants credits 
this program helping her enjoy and physically participate 
in a family vacation. 

Sue Robison
County Engagement Specialist
Nutrition and Health
Phone: 660-542-1792                             
Email: robisonsa@missouri.edu

Brenda Long and Ruth
Owen with Sue Robison
after Walking with
Ease.  

Sue Robison, Nutrition and 
Health Specialist reviewing 
how to prevent falls at 
Jefferson Park Senior Living 
Center in Carroll County.

Quality for Keeps – Home Food Preservation –
This first-time program provided 9 Carroll County 
participants the opportunity to learn safe, 
research-based practices and techniques in 
preserving Jams and Jellies, pickles and salsa. 
These skills help families preserve local foods, 
healthier foods, and preserve garden goods. This 
leads to a healthy population, which in turn helps 
keep health costs in check and our communities 
viable.

Cindy Kipping and Sue Horine 
proudly display their jams and 
jellies during one of three Home 
Food Preservation classes held 
at the Carrollton Library.

Cooking with Kids

This summer, several programs were held to 
introduce cooking skills to children ages 5-13.  
In May, Carroll County 4-H clover kids learn to 
measure and read a recipe to create their own 
pizza. In July, cooking skills were taught to 
approximately 15 children with a partnership 
with the Carrollton Public Library.  

When MU 
Extension 
programs are 
supported, we 
are able to 
bring skills 
that will 
benefit a child 
for a lifetime.



Health & Well-being

EFNEP Public Value Statement 2021 
The Expanded Food and Nutrition Education 
Program (EFNEP) brought $1,626,730 federal 
funds to Missouri.  These funds were used to 
enroll 796 limited-resource families in nutrition 
education and meal preparation classes, 
representing 2,847 family members. 
Additionally, 2,469 youth were enrolled in  
EFNEP classes. 

31 of these youth and adult participants 
reside in Carroll County.  

Participants in EFNEP learn the importance of 
making healthier meals and snack choices, 
eating breakfast more often, trying new foods, 
increasing their physical activity, and making 
healthier food choices.  Those who practice 

healthy eating and are physically active are 
more likely to contribute to a healthy labor force 
and enjoy a high quality of life throughout the 
lifespan. 
This vital programming effort also reduces 
healthcare costs over the participant’s lifetime, 
saving taxpayer money in reduced public 
healthcare benefits and insurance premiums.  

SNAP-Ed Public Value Statement 2021

CHANDRA CAREY
NUTRITON PROGRAM ASSOCIATE
Phone: (660)886-6908
E-mail: careyc@missouri.edu

Schools Agencies
Bosworth Elementary Carroll County community Food Pantry

Carrollton Elementary Carroll County Food Stamp Office
Carrollton Head Start Carroll County Health Department
Guardian Angel Day Care HELP Services
Tina-Avalon Elementary Carroll County Senior Center

Hale United Methodist Church Food Pantry

The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program Education (SNAP-Education or SNAP-Ed) brought $9,646,109 in 
federal funds to Missouri.  The funds support engagement with 485,010 Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) recipients and eligible citizens of Missouri.  There were 321,372 direct educational contacts.  This year we had 
1,383,799 indirect educational contacts through newsletters, health fairs, food pantries, and the Show Me Nutrition 
helpline.  

2920 direct and indirect contacts were made in Carroll County.  

Participants in SNAP-Ed learn the importance of making healthier meals and snack choices, eating breakfast more 
often, are more willing to try new foods, increase their physical activity, and make healthier food choices.  Those who 
practice healthy eating and are physically active are more likely to contribute to a healthy labor force and enjoy a high 
quality of life throughout the lifespan. 
This vital programming effort also reduces healthcare costs over the participant’s lifetime, saving taxpayer money in 
reduced public healthcare benefits and insurance premiums.  

During 2021, 2920 youth and adults were served through schools, community groups and agencies. The following is a 
list of the locations where participants were served in Carroll County:

Chandra Carey 
(NPA) at the 
Norborne 
Soybean Festival



Educational Access & Excellence

The COVID-19 pandemic continued to change the way 
Human Environmental Sciences programs were offered in 
2021. In order to continue to reach our constituents across 
the county and state the Human Development Specialist 
continued to offer programming in both virtual and face-
to-face formats depending on the need of the population. 

Alzheimer’s Association programming provides various 
classes offered to caregivers, family members, and friends 
to be able to understand Alzheimer's and dementia; learn 
the 10 warning signs of Alzheimer's; brain and body 
health; effective communication strategies; and 
understanding and responding to dementia-related 
behavior. In 2021, Jessica Trussell, Human Development 
Specialist, offered seven Alzheimer’s programs reaching 
155 individuals including eight individuals from Livingston 
and one from Grundy counties.

Taking Care of You is a multi-session program offering 
practical strategies and experiences to help you deal with 
the stress in your life. Managing life’s challenges in a 
healthy way allows you to take better care of yourself and 
your overall health. Jessica Trussell taught three virtual 
programs with colleagues across the state and reached 36 
participants from 11 counties, including Carroll, Harrison, 
and Livingston. 
Quote: "I loved this class very insightful.“

WITS Workout is a new emerging program that was 
offered by four Human Development Field Specialists this 
year. Jessica taught one in-person program, and co-
facilitated two virtual programs. The program draws on 
brain health and aging research which focus on increasing 
socialization, reducing isolation, and promoting intellection 
engagement in older clients, all of which complement 
current aging brain health research. The program includes 
interactive experiential activities such as puzzles and 
games with learning components each class. This program 
is set up just like a physical exercise program, but instead, 
participants are exercising their brain. In 2021, there were 
52 participants who engaged in 136 hours of 
learning. There were participants from 17 counties and 
one additional state, including one from Carroll, two from 
Grundy, three from Linn, 27 from Livingston and one from 
Sullivan counties. 
Quotes: 
‘”As a result of this program, I feel an increased need to 
push myself to "test" my ability to remember things, and 
to notice inter-related things."
"It's encouraged me to utilize more variety in the activities 
I utilize to boost my brain function. It also gave me more 
confidence when taking an online course."

Focus on Kids
Focus on Kids is a divorce and co-parent education 
program provided by the Department of Human 
Development & Family Science and the University of 
Missouri Extension in collaboration with the circuit court 
system. The goals of the program include understanding 
the importance of involvement by both parents in the co-
parenting situation, understanding developmental needs 
and reactions of children to divorce, and learning about 
helpful co-parenting behaviors in addition to receiving 
additional information on community resources.
Jessica Trussell, Human Development Specialist, is 
leading the 2 ½ hour sessions in several 
surrounding counties. This is a court-mandated program 
and participants are requested to attend the sessions 
through the circuit court and the program is offered to all 
area residents.
These parents of children ages 18 and younger attending 
the Focus on Kids class for divorcing parents 
overwhelmingly reported they were more knowledgeable 
about the effect of divorce on children and that the class 
provided them with tools to reduce their children’s stress 
and enhance their co-parenting together. 

Jessica Trussell
Field Special Human Development
Phone: 660-646-0811
Email: trusselljl@umsystem.edu

11
Carroll County 

residents 
facilitated

Focus on Kids   
online through 

the University of 
Missouri.



Educational Access & Excellence

4-H has opened up so many 
opportunities that weren’t 
there before. It’s very nice 

to have community that 
supports you. 4-H is my 

jam!! 

Scarlett Miller

Carroll County 4-H Impacts
Carroll County 4-H served over 70 youth through four organized clubs, 172 
youth in school enrichment, camps, and community activities during our 
2020-2021 enrollment year. 

County 4-H clubs offer long-term educational experiences in which 
members learn life skills such as decision making, communication, and 
working with others. In 2020-2021, Carroll 4-H youth learned by doing 
under the guidance of more than 33 adult volunteers and 5 youth 
volunteers, who taught projects ranging from robotics and arts to animal 
science and healthy living. Clubs also involve youth in community service, 
camp, as well as local, regional, and state educational trips.  

Carroll County youth from Norborne 4th and 5th grades and Carroll County 
Area YMCA Afterschool Club participated in SNAC Club. Both groups learned 
the curriculum of Eating from the Garden. We were recipients of the 
Missouri 4-H Foundation SNAC Grant and were able to purchase items 
needed for container gardening as well as t-shirts for each group. 

Partnering with the Carroll County Area YMCA Afterschool Club the Youth 
Program Associate was able to teach youth from grades Kindergarten to 
Sixth about different project areas. Some of those include: Cake Decorating, 
Poultry, Embryology, Dairy, Self-Determined, STEM and Arts and Crafts. 

Valuing their time at $28.54 per hour (Independent Sector, 2021), the 
contribution of Carroll County 4-H volunteers was nearly $94,182. More 
importantly, these individuals serve as role models and mentors for youth.  
4-H volunteers also help youth become college and career ready. Youth 
must be prepared to live and work in a world we cannot completely 
envision –competing for jobs that do not yet exist, using technologies that 
have not yet been invented to solve problems that have yet to be identified 
(Arnold, Bourdeau, & Nott, 2013). 4-H prepares youth for this changing 
world by developing leadership, building initiative, and creating connections 
towards a brighter future.

Every year I am able to 
improve projects and set 
new goals. I love showing 
and judging livestock! It 

makes my heart so happy. 
Livestock Judging has taught 

me to better evaluate my 
animals, and know what to 

select for the show ring. 

Michaela Miller 

In 2020-2021, Carroll County 4-H members participated in:
o Missouri State Fair
o Carroll County Youth Fair
o Clover Kid Day camp 
o 4-H Summer Camp at Van Meter State Park 
o Move Across Missouri
o Northwest Missouri Regional Energizer
o Carroll County Achievement Day 
o State Public Speaking
o Officer Training 
o State Livestock Judging 
o Regional Teen Council 
o State 4-H Ambassador Program 

Volunteers are the core of the 4-H program. They help to create, support, and deliver educational programs
and                experiences. Missouri 4-H volunteers report contributing an average of 100 hours per year to the program.

Carisa O’Dell
4-H Youth Program Associate
Phone: (660) 542-1792
Email: ODellCar@Missouri.edu

Ruby Schmidt with HELP services director Dee Ferguson accepting supporting
funds for our local 4-H Council and 4-H programs.

Kinze Wright proudly exhibits her 
award winning cured ham.  



Educational Access & Excellence

Show- Me- Quality- Assurance
The Show Me Quality Assurance (SMQA) program is a youth-
focused training emphasizing good livestock management 
practices in the handling and use of animal health products. 
This program encourages youth involved in livestock 
projects to take an active role in the health of their livestock. 
By completing this program, youth demonstrate their 
commitment to animal production and producing safe and 
wholesome food. Completion of this program serves to 
benefit both the livestock and food industries, by reducing 
the risk of management-based incidents that could destroy 
consumer confidence in the food supply.
Objective: Increase the knowledge and awareness of 
Missouri youth about food quality issues related to animal 
production.
Who should take SMQA: All 4-H members enrolled in food 
animal projects (including beef, sheep, swine, dairy cattle, 
meat and dairy goats, rabbits, and poultry) must complete 
the appropriate level of the Show Me Quality Assurance 
(SMQA) certification to be considered 4-H member in good 
standing in that project. Additionally, members must 
complete their SMQA program by June 1 to participate in 
the Missouri State Fair. Other county good standing 
guidelines may also apply. Check with your local 4-H youth 
specialist for current local guidelines.
The Program: The Show Me Quality Assurance Program 
consists of two parts. The information presented is different 
in each part. Most counties alternate which part is 
presented each year; this is why it is required to take it two 
consecutive years in a row.
One part covers information on daily care and management; 
animal handling; farm/animal identification (Premise ID); 
reading feed labels; withdrawal times; and biosecurity 
(disease prevention).
The other part provides information on HACCP; animal 
health products; proper injection locations; carcass quality; 
and carcass value.

A refresher course is required when the 4-H member turns 
14. After that is completed, the 4-H is certified through age 
18.
Definition of terms:
•"Qualified to show" means the member has participated in 
Missouri Show Me quality Assurance training within the 
current 4-H program year.
•"SMQA Conditional Certified" for youth age 8 to 13 by 
January 1 of the program year certification is conditional. To 
obtain the conditional certification status a member age 8 to 
13 by January 1 has participated in two consecutive years of 
training. Once they obtain a conditional status they do not 
have to take a refresher course until they are 14 by January 
1 of the program year. Upon completion of the refresher 
course they would be SMQA Certified for the remainder of 
their youth exhibition career in 4-H.
•"SMQA Certified" Youth in 4-H who attend one training 
after they have turned 14 by January 1 of the program year 
will be considered SMQA Certified and no further training 
will be required for the remainder of their 4-H exhibition 
career.

Definition of quality assurance
Why quality assurance is important
Components of the food continuum and responsibilities of 
each

After each video, participants did a hands-on learning 
activity that reinforced the topic taught at that 
station. Participants rotated between all seven stations.
Participants averaged a 12% increase from a pre to post 
exam.

In Carroll County, 20 4-H members participated in SMQA.

Heather Conrow 
Field Specialist in Livestock                
Phone: 660-248-2272Email: 
smithheather@missouri.edu



County highlights

Kathi Mecham (Horticultural Specialist) and Carisa 
O’Dell (4-H YPA) at First Friday on the square.

Sue Robison, Nutrition & Health Specialist monitoring a 
State-wide Stay Strong Stay Healthy class with Extension 
colleagues Emily Barbee and Allene Gremaund.

Lori Crawford, Office Manager, Sue Robison, CES 
and Tiffany McMullin, Council Member passing 
out necklaces at Truck or Treat.

Suicide Prevention Display

44 cases of containing 22,500 antimicrobial masks were
distributed to locals schools, Health Departments,
non-profit and public service agencies in January.

Brent Swindler and Grant Owen
showing their Livestock at the 
Missouri State Fair.
Grant won Grand Champion.



County highlights

Bicentennial Founding Farm Honorees

Century Farm Honorees

Pictured: Kathy and Larry Hawkins 
with Dr. Jo-Britt Rankin, Associate 
Dean and Extension Professor for 
Youth and Families.

Honoring Our Heritage Farms
On November 17, Seven Century and Two Founding Farms were honored at the Tweedie Agri-Forum.  Thanks to the 
Tweedie Endowment, MU Extension in Carroll County is able to continue to provide programs to our citizens.  Not 
pictured: Gerber Farms currently owned by Beverly Figg. 

Betty and Donald Ireland family

Claud and Kathy Miller and familyCharlotte Sykes and Family

Jacqueline Swank and Family

Doris and David Linville

Casner Family with State Rep. Peggy McGaugh

Dorner Family 



Budget and more

Appropriations budget

Return on investment

MU Extension is a unique funding partnership.
Extension funding is a three-way partnership of federal, state and county government. Federal and state 
money, through the University of Missouri system, pay professional staff salaries, training costs, computers 
and communication equipment. County funds support the local office, secretarial and youth assistant 
salaries, staff mileage and council expenses.

The Carroll County Extension Council, faculty and staff would like to express our appreciation to the Carroll 
County Commissioners for their continued support of extension programs.

Local Support
Did you know you can donate directly to Carroll County Extension with a gift 
to be used immediately or as an endowment contribution for long term 
efforts. Monies put into the endowment are left forever to earn interest with 
the county office benefiting each year. You can also direct your donation to a 
specific program such as 4-H or Master Gardeners.

Key outcomes and numbers
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