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Number of Active Volunteers –  43
Number of Volunteer Hours –  2,725
Dollar Value of Volunteer Hours -  $94,803 
(*Independent Sector at $34.79/hour)

Number of New Volunteers –  8 
Number of Continuing Education Hours –  416
Number of Advanced Training Hours –  131

Pounds of Produce Donated –  1,392
Value of Pounds of Produce Donated –  $2,687
(*Feeding America at $1.93/pound)

Number of Chapter - led Education Events – 16
Number of Participants in Education Events – 4,530

Number of Hotline Questions Answered –  40
Social Media Facebook  Followers –  149 
Social Media Facebook Views –  25,347
MU Extension –  Garden Tips Reels –  18
MU Extension Garden Tips Reel Views –  60,917
 

Volunteers taught children how to plant seeds in MU 
Children’s Learning Garden (left) and hosted an 
educational “horticulture therapy” booth at the Mayor’s 
Wellness Expo (right).

Chapter Projects and Events

Gardens: All American Selections Display Garden; 
Butterfly House and Pollinator Café; Wildflower 
Meadow; Boone County Extension Garden, MU 
Children’s Learning Garden.

Festivals and Events: Hosts of Annual Butterfly 
Festival; information booths at MU - hosted and 
community events

Service and Educational Activities

Heart of MO Master Gardener volunteers 
assembled and fitted 12 metal raised beds with 
custom wooden frames. Beds were filled, fitted with 
drip irrigation and planted with over 800 All -
America Selections (AAS) Winner plants grown in 
time for the 2025 garden season and summer 
events. 

Hosted 529 participants on 9 garden tours of the 
AAS Display Garden, Demonstration and Pollinator 
Gardens at Jefferson Farm. In early 2025, HMMG 
was 1 of 10 AAS Display Gardens in MO.

At the 8 th Annual Butterfly Festival at Jefferson 
Farm, volunteers hosted  about 780 people who 
visited the Butterfly House, educational booths and 
gardens to learn about pollinator ecosystems. 

Volunteers helped select, plant, harvest and 
prepare fruit from over 200 varieties of tomatoes, 
tomatillos and peppers for September’s Tomato 
Festival. They also hosted a plant sale and provided 
HMMG garden tours. Over 1,700 people attended.

Hosted an information booth for 1,514 participants 
at the Experience Mizzou Extension Showcase, 
CAFNR Showcase, Mayor’s Wellness Expo, Shelter 
Insurance Health Fair and Columbia’s Earth Day.

Social Media Outreach

Volunteer educational activities garnered a total 
86,264 views by citizens in the state through reels 
on 18 garden topics posted by MU Extension’s 
Integrated Marketing Communications Dept and 
through HMMG Facebook postings.

Continued Growth Opportunities for 2026

HMMG received a $5,250 donation from Veteran’s 
United Foundation to support education at the 
Butterfly Festival and make improvements to the 
Butterfly House. 



Boone County.

Master Gardener Program
Profiles and Stories

At the 8 th Annual Butterfly Festival, visitors tour the butterfly house and perform hands on activities to 
learn about pollinator life cycles.

Volunteers helped plant 
tomatoes in drizzling 
rain for the Tomato 
Festival (left), and 
hosted garden tours at 
the State Extension 
Master Gardner 
Conference (right).

Heart of Missouri Master Gardener All -America Selections at 
Jefferson Farm and Garden.

Education of the 
public about 
growth and 
care of new 
plant varieties 
occurred 
through visits to 
the display 
gardens and 
through social 
media outlets.
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