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Protect Yourself from Card Skimmers
Ashley Bales, Extension Specialist & Accredited Financial Counselor®

Financial Lessons
from a Glacier:

Card skimmers are becoming more common at gas pumps across the
nation. Card skimming is an illegal way to obtain data from credit or

Glaciers move slowly and so should
we. It takes time to pay off debt, save

debit cards. Sneaky identity thieves attach skimmers to the card

for unexpected expenses and grow

entrance slot, so when you slide your card into the machine it reads

interest over time for retirement or

the information.

college savings. Success in personal
finance is a gradual process.

How do you protect yourself?
Glaciers only move forward. Forgive

When at the pump, take a good look at your surroundings. Does the

yourself for questionable financial

card reader at your pump look the same as others at the gas station? If

decisions and start with a clean slate

not, report it immediately. If you aren’t able to get a good look at other

every day.

readers, you can try moving the card reader with your hand. If it moves

Glaciers carve their own path. Your

at all, consider reporting it to the attendant and move your car to a

neighbors might have a new car or be

different pump. The reader should be rigid and permanently attached
to the machine.

traveling to Timbuktu. That is great for
them! Your path to financial success
might be driving a used car and

Gas stations are catching on and the industry standard is to put

participating in a few “staycations”.

security seals over the

Glaciers are cool (both literally and

pump panel. If the

figuratively). If you are in financial

panel has been

crisis, don’t fret! Ask for help or advice
when you need it. Having an

opened, the seal will

emergency fund with a few extra

show the word “void”

dollars stashed away is a good way to

which means there is a

stay cool when things are heating up.

possibility that it has

The average person has $2,000.00 in

been tampered with.
The photo here from
the National

unexpected expenses per year. Start
preparing yourself for the avalanche –
it is coming!
Finally, glaciers smooth the way. In

Association of

our personal financial lives, we can

Convenience Stores

smooth the way for others by creating

and Conexxus shows

a financial plan and by making sure

what the seals look
like.

that our family or friends are taken

care of when they need it. This can be
accomplished through savings, life
insurance or estate planning. Avoid
meltdowns by getting started today!
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Perry County
Extension Council
candidates wanted!
Are you interested in all things
related to MU Extension? Do
you have a desire to further the
mission of MU Extension in your
community?
The Perry County Extension
Council is currently looking for
Perry County residents
interested in running for 2-year
term on the council. Elections
will be held in January, and the
2-year term will begin in
February.

Salmonella: Cause and Prevention
Bethany Bachmann, County Engagement Specialist
in Youth and Families
In early August, the Perry County Health Department and Perry County
Memorial Hospital began reporting cases of Salmonella infection in
Perry County. While the specific cause has not yet been determined, it
is important to remember that we are surrounded by bacteria
everyday and can come in contact with foodborne illnesses such as

salmonella in a variety of ways.
Salmonella is the leading cause of estimated hospitalizations and
deaths from foodborne illness. While salmonella can spread from
contaminated water, it is found mostly in raw or undercooked meat,
poultry, fish, eggs and raw milk. Salmonella can also be found in
contaminated raw fruits and vegetables. Once the salmonella infection
is contracted, it can be spread from person to person. Control is fairly

The Perry County Extension
Council works closely with
University of Missouri Extension
Specialists to identify, and
market, research-based
programs to the community,
manage council and office
finances, promote University of
Missouri Extension in the
community. Council meetings
are held on the third Monday of
every month.
If you or someone you know is
interested in running for a
position on the council or would
like more information, please
call the University of Missouri
Extension office in Perryville at
573-547-4504.

simple and centers around proper cooking skills and handwashing.
When washing your hands, be sure to use warm water and soap. Scrub
all parts of your hands for at least 20 seconds. Use a clean paper towel
to dry hands instead of a kitchen towel which may be harboring
bacteria that can collect on your freshly cleaned hands.
Cross contamination is a common cause of many foodborne illnesses
and is easily preventable. The same cutting board and knife should

never be used for raw meats and fresh produce. When cooking meat
be sure to place fully cooked items on a clean plate, using clean
utensils.
Common symptoms of Salmonellosis include fever, headache and
diarrhea. Sometimes cramps, vomiting and body aches can also occur.
Symptoms usually occur 6-72 hours after exposure and can last 4-7
days.

**Candidates must be 18 years
or older and a resident of Perry
County.
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Helping Others Learn to Grow

If you love gardening and enjoy sharing
knowledge with others, the Missouri
Master Gardener program needs you!


LEARN SOMETHING

Training includes over 30 hours of
instruction from horticulture experts
on a wide variety of horticulture topics.


TEACH SOMETHING

Master Gardeners volunteer 30 hours
to educate and help beautify in local
areas.

Classes on Wednesdays from November 7
thru December 12 and January 16 thru
February 13
(10 sessions total)

Wednesday Mornings at the
Perry County Extension Center
in Perryville from 9 am until
Noon
Registration is $165 and includes the Master
Gardener Core manual. Registration deadline
is November 2, 2018
For more information, contact:

Then...


Currently enrolling for Fall
Classes.

GROW SOMETHING!

Donna Aufdenberg
Horticulture Specialist

An equal opportunity/access/affirmative action/pro-disabled and veteran employer
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